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THE WORLD: Christians are “pilgrims” dwelling only 
temporarily on this earth, on a “path” to heaven. The ways 
of this present world are not God’s ways, nor should they 
be ours, as we are the divinely provisioned “People of God”. 

THE FLESH: An insidious side-effect of free will is our 
fallen, rebellious, human nature, which in and of itself,
is incapable of pleasing God or keeping his law. Prone
to shamelessly and repeatedly committing all types of  
deadly, grievous sins, “The Flesh Wants What It Wants”. 

THE DEVIL: The fallen angel who seduced Adam and 
Eve into sin. By the Power of Death, the devil gained a 
certain dominion over all mankind. Satan: The adversary
of God and tempter of man. “The Prince of This World”.



Definition of “gratuitous”:

Solely due to love and/or good will, without return benefit

or compensation. Gracious. Unmerited. Unearned. Free of charge.



Galatians 4:4-5

But when
the fullness of the time

was come, God sent
his Son, made of a 

woman, made under
the law: That he might 
redeem them who were 

under the law:
that we might receive
the adoption of sons.





John 3:16 For God so loved the world, as to give his
only begotten Son: that whosoever believeth in him

may not perish, but may have life everlasting. 



Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God!

Perfect Victim

Messiah
and Savior

Prince of Peace

Holy One

King of Kings

Lord of Lords...



We Obtain
All That Is 
Necessary

To Please God
Defeat Death
and Hopefully 

Overcome
the World
the Flesh

and
the Devil

In
and

Through
J e s u s  C h r i s t

and
His
One
Holy

Catholic
Apostolic
Church



Thanks to Jesus, we all have an easy choice:
Enjoy everlasting life in Our Lord Jesus Christ

or perish in hell, along with Satan and his minions

Ezekiel 28:18 – 19 … therefore I will 
bring forth a fire from the midst

of thee, to devour thee, and
I will make thee as ashes upon

the earth in the sight of all
that see thee.  

... thou art brought to nothing,
and thou shall never be any more.



Rightly understood
worthily received and properly 

administered, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation freely dispenses
the redemptive fruits of Christ’s 

life, death and resurrection 
absolving the individual of all sin 

while restoring spiritual life
and sanctifying grace

to the soul
See John 20:19-23

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 



A “Last-Chance” for Lost Souls
Old age, illness, or infirmity
often make it impractical
to persist in a sinful lifestyle

The end of a “relationship” or the 
imminent death of a “life partner”
may provide both parties with
a “window of opportunity” 
for repentance and conversion

Absolution is available in these 
cases, as God is always willing to 
forgive.  Don’t forget, many great 
saints were once “hypocrites” too See James 5:14-15



Jesus Knows
Jesus knows that we have a hard time figuring out
what God wants us to do, so He left us the Church,

the Holy Spirit and the Bible to be our guide

Jesus knows that resisting temptation and avoiding
sin is not easy (due to our fallen human nature) so
He left us the Mass and the Sacraments, in the care 

of the Church, to be applied to our needs

Jesus knows that life is an ordeal, in part, because 
He personally lived it, so He has granted the faithful

a rich reward, according to his grace:

Eternal life and perfect happiness
in the Kingdom of Heaven



When Governments Pass 
Laws That Encourage Or 
Condone Mortally Sinful 

Behavior, We Have A Duty 
To Stand In Opposition

To Those Laws When In Doubt            

Check It Out

The Catechism Is the 

Reference Text for Virtually 

All Catholic Teachings
We’re All Expected To Know

and Do What’s Right

According To God’s Law



Romans 6:23 

The 

wages

of

sin

is

death

but

the grace 

of God

is life 

everlasting 

in

Christ 

Jesus, 

our Lord.

Judgment Day



God’s Unmerited Favor

Comes In Two Varieties

Actual Grace: Enlightens, guides and empowers

us to conform our human will to God’s divine will

Sanctifying Grace: The living presence of the Holy Spirit

dwelling within a human soul; the “Currency of Heaven”; 

transforms us, making us holy and acceptable to God



Actual Grace Abounds 

Throughout Human 
History

1st Samuel 17:40-54

By the Grace of God
David Slew Goliath



Sanctifying Grace
is ordinarily, initially
obtained by means of

the Sacrament of Baptism

It is maintained and increased
by fervently practicing our faith, 

attending Mass and receiving 
all the appropriate Sacraments; 

especially Reconciliation
and Holy Communion

But Until Jesus Redeemed Us By His Death
On the Cross, Virtually All of Mankind Lacked

the Sanctifying Grace Necessary To Enter Heaven



Satan’s myriad, brutal counter attacks would need
to be blunted and turned aside, until the end of time

Unfortunately, our Redemption would require 
much more than the forgiveness of sins





Our Holy Savior Would Need A Sin-Free Human Mother
Luke 1:26-28 And in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God into 

a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David: and the virgin's name was Mary. 
And the angel said unto her: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 

blessed art thou among women.



Conceived
By the Power of the Holy Spirit,

Jesus Had No Sinful “Natural” Father

Luke 1:35 ... the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee
and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee. 

And therefore also the Holy which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.



(See Isaiah 35) True God and true man, without sin of any kind
Jesus is uniquely qualified to be our Messiah and Savior



Jesus Perfectly 

Accomplished 

the Will

of His

Heavenly

Father

Even

Unto Death

On

the Cross
Philippians 2:8



No man
takes it away 
from me: but
I lay it down

of myself. And
I have power
to lay it down: 

and I have 
power to take
it up again...

John 10:17-18

Therefore
does

the Father
love me:
because

I lay down
my life,

that I may
take it again.



St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

“Christ demonstrated justice
by His death. He promised power

by His resurrection. 

What could be more just than to go 
as far as the death of the cross,

for the sake of justice? 

What greater act of power than to rise 
from the dead and ascend to heaven with

the very flesh in which He was slain?”



Biblical Prophecy
Luke 24:44-45 And he said to them: 
These are the words which I 
spoke to you while I was yet 

with you, that all things must 
needs be fulfilled which are 
written in the Law of Moses
and in the Prophets and in
the Psalms, concerning me.

Then he opened their minds, 
that they might understand

the Scriptures.



Sacred Scripture (the Holy Bible) and Tradition

From The Catechism …

81 Sacred Scripture is the speech of God

as it is put down in writing under the breath

of the Holy Spirit. 82 … the Church, to whom

the transmission and interpretation of 

Revelation is entrusted, "does not derive

her certainty about all revealed truths from

the holy Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and 

Tradition must be accepted and honored with 

equal sentiments of devotion and reverence.” 



Tradition is the means by which the Holy Spirit infallibly 
guides the Church, from generation to generation



From The Catechism : 78 ... Through Tradition, "the Church, in her 
doctrine, life and worship, perpetuates and transmits to every 

generation all that she herself is, all that she believes." 

2nd Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast:
and hold the traditions, which you have learned,
whether by word or by our epistle (letter) – Saint Paul







Coming Up In Part Three of This Six Part Series:

Why we venerate the Blessed Virgin Mary



Praying
that you and yours
by the grace of God

may overcome
the world
the flesh

and
the

devil
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