
Part  4: The Mystery of Our Redemption Revealed

Overcoming the World the Flesh and the Devil
In and Through Our Lord Jesus Christ

The “Common Narrative” of Universal Christianity
By Larry Douglas, JAFC - Copyright © 2021 By Larry Douglas - All Rights Reserved - V3.1



™

 

®



THE WORLD: Christians are “pilgrims” dwelling only 
temporarily on this earth, on a “path” to heaven. The ways 
of this present world are not God’s ways, nor should they 
be ours, as we are the divinely provisioned “People of God”. 

THE FLESH: An insidious side-effect of free will is our 
fallen, rebellious, human nature, which in and of itself,
is incapable of pleasing God or keeping his law. Prone
to shamelessly and repeatedly committing all types of  
deadly, grievous sins, “The Flesh Wants What It Wants”. 

THE DEVIL: The fallen angel who seduced Adam and 
Eve into sin. By the Power of Death, the devil gained a 
certain dominion over all mankind. Satan: The adversary
of God and tempter of man. “The Prince of This World”.



Definition of “mystery”: A truth that can only be fully explained

through divine revelation.



1st Corinthians 2:7-8

…we speak of the wisdom of God

in a mystery, a wisdom which is hidden, 

which God ordained before the world,

unto our glory: Which none of the princes

of this world knew. For if they had known it,

they would never have crucified the Lord of glory...



The Coming of the Son of God To Die For Us

So Sins Could Be Forgiven, Is History’s Greatest Love Story

In That Singular Event, the Law, Free Will, Good, Evil, Faith, Grace 
and Most Importantly, God Himself, Acted To Bring About

the Salvation of the World



It Happened In A Way That Most Never Expected, That Billions

Still Refuse To Accept and Many More Do Not Fully Understand

It Happened for the Benefit of Mankind and for the Glory of God

and It Was Good!



Yet Many Christians Remain Unable To Explain How
Our Salvation, In and Through Jesus Christ, Actually Works  

Because the Task of Overcoming Sin Made It Necessary

for God To Become One of Us, Our Story Became His Story



Why Was It 

Necessary for 

the Only 

Begotten Son 

of God To 

Redeem Us?



Why Did Jesus Have To Suffer?

Why Did He Have To Die?



How Did
the

Passion
Death
and

Resurrection
of

Jesus

Act To
Destroy
Satan’s
Power 

and
Reconcile 
Mankind

With God?



St. Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Saint Anselm is likely the most 
important Christian theologian 

between Saint Augustine
and Saint Thomas Aquinas

His favored area of theology: 

“Why God Should
Become Man”

(In Order To Redeem Us)  

One of the great philosophers and theologians of the middle ages;
Declared A Doctor of the Church by Pope Clement XI in 1720



On God’s Justice and the Law

Man naturally owes honor,
obedience and allegiance to God

in all things,
so with what could man pay

for his sin against God?

Man alone, possesses nothing
that can satisfy his debt

to God for sin.

Saint Anselm



On Sin and Death
For as death

came upon

the human race

by the disobedience of man,

it was fitting

that by man's obedience

life should be restored.

Saint Anselm



On Vanquishing Satan

And so also was it proper
that the devil, man's tempter,

who had conquered him
in eating of the tree,

should be vanquished by man
in the suffering of the tree

which man bore.
Saint Anselm



Why Was Suffering Necessary?

If man was overcome by the devil
in the easiest manner possible,

so as to dishonor God
by sinning against him,
is it not right that man,

in making satisfaction for his sin,
should honor God by conquering the devil

with the greatest possible difficulty?

Saint Anselm



Why Only God Should Redeem Us

… if any other being should
rescue man from eternal death, 
man would rightly be adjudged

as the servant of that being.

Now if this be so, he would in no wise
be restored to that dignity 
which would have been his

had he never sinned.
Saint Anselm



Why Only God Could Redeem Us

Jesus Christ,
the only divinely acceptable

sacrifice for the sins of the world
suffered, died and rose again

in order to restore all that had been lost.

Such was the will of his Father in Heaven 
and absolutely nothing less

would justly suffice.



From the Catechism: Jesus was handed over 
according to God’s mysterious plan

599 Jesus' violent death was not the result
of chance in an unfortunate coincidence

of circumstances, but is part of the mystery of 
God's plan, as St. Peter explains to the Jews
of Jerusalem in his first sermon on Pentecost:

"This Jesus [was] delivered up

according to the definite plan

and foreknowledge of God.”

393 This Biblical language does not mean that 
those who handed him over were merely

passive players in a scenario written
in advance by God. 



For the sake of accomplishing his plan of salvation, 
God permitted the acts that flowed from their blindness.

600 To God, all moments of time are present in
their immediacy. When therefore he establishes 
his eternal plan of "predestination", he includes
in it each person's free response to his grace: 

"In this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered 
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, to do whatever your hand and your plan
had predestined to take place."



Attempting To Resolve

God’s Greatest Mystery

616 … No man, not even the holiest, 

was ever able to take on himself the 

sins of all men and offer himself as

a sacrifice for all.  The existence in 

Christ of the divine person of the Son, 

who at once surpasses and embraces 

all human persons, and constitutes 

himself as the Head of all mankind, 

makes possible his redemptive 

sacrifice for all. 



St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

“The passion of Christ
was of such value

that it sufficed
to expiate
(atone for)
all the sins

of the whole world;
even of a hundred
thousand worlds.”



Christ’s  One Time, Once for All
Holy Sacrifice On the Cross 
At Calvary Was Prefigured

In the Sacrifices of Old

Leviticus 17:11

Because the life of the flesh
is in the blood: and I have

given it to you, that you may
make atonement with it 

upon the altar for your souls,
and the blood may be

for an expiation of the soul. 



1st Peter 1:18-19

… you were not 
redeemed

with 
corruptible

things
but with

the precious blood
of Christ …



The Perfect, Atoning Sacrifice

Jesus is our “p r o p i t i a t i o n” because he freely,

heroically and charitably became the sacrificial victim,

atoning for our sins by his suffering and death.

His perfect, infinitely valuable, divine sacrifice,

as one of us and on our behalf, destroyed Satan’s power, 

appeased God’s wrath and restored God’s eternal favor, 

obtaining good will, grace, forgiveness

and peace for those who love him

(Romans 3:25, Hebrews 2:17)



Christ's total self-giving for our salvation

From the Catechism:

766 The Church is born primarily of Christ's total
self-giving for our salvation, anticipated in the institution

of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the cross.

"The origin and growth of the Church are symbolized
by the blood and water which flowed from the open side

of the crucified Jesus ..."



"For it was from the side of Christ as he slept
the sleep of death upon the cross that there came

forth the ‘wondrous sacrament’ of the whole Church.”

As Eve was formed from the sleeping Adam's side, 
so the Church was born from the pierced heart

of Christ hanging dead on the cross.

The Church was born
from the pierced heart of Jesus Christ









Satan, the undisputed “Prince of This World”
bore the ultimate responsibility for unjustly putting

the completely innocent Christ to death

Willingly assisted by Pilate, Herod, the Chief Priests, Pharisees, Judas
and others, the devil’s fate was sealed the moment Jesus gave up his spirit



His Evil

Dominion

Destroyed!

John 12:31-32

Now is the judgment

of the world: 

now shall 

the prince of this 

world be cast out. 

And I, 

if I be lifted up from 

the earth, will draw 

all things to myself.

As Prophesied,

Satan’s Head

Was “Crushed”

Genesis 3:15

I will put 

enmities

between thee

and the woman

and thy seed

and her seed: he

shall crush thy head,

and thou shall lie

in wait for his heel.



“First, justice conquered the devil, 

then power;

Justice, because Christ had no sin 

and was most unjustly put to death

by the devil;

Power, because He lived again after 

death, never to die thereafter.”

St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)



Jesus Fully Accomplished His Heroic Mission
of Redemption and Reconciliation  

Jesus overcame sin and death
for us, destroying Satan’s power

Shedding his blood, so sins
could be forgiven, in total 
obedience to God’s will,

Jesus appeased God’s wrath,
reconciled mankind with God

and opened the Gates of Heaven

Establishing his Holy Church,
Jesus officially inaugurated
the earthly Kingdom of God



His Resurrection Was the Proof
(See 1st Corinthians 15:6)

More than 500 people
encountered

the risen Christ
Acts 10:39

And we are witnesses
of all things that He did

in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem: whom they killed, 

hanging Him upon a tree.
Him God raised up

the third day 



Jesus’ Resurrected Body Is Real
Not An Illusion Or Apparition



The Mystery:
Revealed and Explained

The devil had been put on notice
in the beginning that God would send

a holy and powerful redeemer

But the precise time and method
of our redemption, as well as the identity
of the Messiah, was known only to God



In the thousands
of years that elapsed

between Eden and Calvary,
Satan had put to death with impunity,

uncounted millions of poor souls

The “Prince of This World”  may have been
within his “rights” to treat sinners that way

(See the Book of Job)

but the Holy Messiah would prove to be
essentially and very substantially different



No one, not even the devil, the undisputed
“Prince of This World”  had the power or authority

to do even the slightest harm to the impeccably holy
and sinless Jesus Christ: the long awaited “Messiah” 

and “Son of Man”; the ultimate priest, prophet and king

(The term “Christ” means “Anointed One”)

1st Chronicles 16:22

Touch not my anointed:
and do no evil to my prophets. 



It was left solely 
up to the devil to correctly discern

at his own peril, the critical difference
between ordinary sinners and the Holy Messiah

Satan was an expert at quoting the sacred texts.
He knew all the prophecies, was aware of all

the “signs” and should have been able to recognize
the Messiah, whenever and wherever he arrived 

The devil should have known, but blinded by hate and pride,
as well as a long “unholy tradition” of sin and death, he just

couldn’t stop himself from crucifying Jesus, the Lord of Glory!



Of course

Jesus permitted the crucifixion

for that is why he came into the world,

knowing full well that the devil

would be severely judged for this

most grievous of all possible offenses 

and mankind redeemed



Everything Satan 
had earlier gained

by Adam’s “fall” was now forfeit;
his evil dominion of death, destroyed!

The risen Christ, who had personally
overcome the world, the flesh

and the devil for us,
would rule forever more as the holy,

triumphant and merciful head
of all mankind:“The Lord of Life”



Once
the Power of Death
had been overcome

by the resurrected Jesus,
all of the faithful:

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, to the greater glory, 

praise and honor of God the Father

obtained the power to overcome death, as well



Anyone
who is capable

of overcoming death
in and through Jesus Christ

has nothing to fear from Satan,
demonic hordes, or any mortal man!

The Apostles and the other Holy Martyrs
of the universal Church most certainly knew

and believed this – as should we    



God the Father
would “ratify”

the Kingship of Jesus Christ
with resurrection, new life, grace,
kinship, forgiveness and peace

The Holy Spirit
would provide consolation, power,

advocacy, infallible truth and a supernatural 
abundance of other miraculous gifts

to the faithful members of his universal Church



Satan and his minions
would become little more

than a band of malevolent,
vagabond spirits

prowling about the world,
seeking the ruin of souls

through various types
of lies, temptations, evil consorts

and other, clever subterfuge



This system of things 
will continue until
the end of the age

when Jesus returns in power and glory
with all his angels and saints

At that time, the balance of Satan’s divinely
ordained “sentence” will finally be carried out

and death itself will be utterly destroyed
(See  Reve la t ion  21 :4 )



Meanwhile,
faithful allegiance to Jesus Christ,

typically demonstrated by water baptism
in the name of the Father

and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
along with full participation in the work, worship 
sacraments and devotions of his Holy Church

will provide all the necessary protection
against the wickedness and snares of the devil,

as well as the genuine, blessed hope of eternal life   



Wouldn’t  it
have been a lot easier for God

to simply forgive Adam and Eve
for their sins and save himself a lot of trouble?

No. That would have left the devil
in charge and kept mankind enslaved

to Satan, sin and death, forever  

Satan would first, have to be legitimately cast out.
Only then, under the divine rule of Jesus Christ,

could sinful mankind finally be reconciled with God
and all things be properly and justly restored



Jesus, the New Adam, Is Now

and Will Forever Be the Sinless

and Perfect Head of All Mankind

True Man, Jesus Accomplished
the Will of  God the Father In All Things

True God, Jesus Paid An Infinite Price
To Redeem Mankind

Enthroned In Heaven At the Right Hand 
of  God the Father, Jesus Has Been Endowed 

With All Power Over Heaven and Earth,
Death and Hell



Because He 

Is God, the 

Power and 

Efficacy of 

That Grace 

Is Infinite 

and Eternal

Because He

Is Man, the 

Grace Jesus 

Obtained for 

Us Accrues To 

the Benefit of 

All Mankind



Coming Up In Part Five of This Six Part Series:

The Spiritually Vital Mission of The Holy Church
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