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Larceny In The Garden of Eden 
(Volume 1 - Part 1) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
The ancient Biblical record of the earliest events in the life of man tells the story 
from two different points of view. One account tells us, in very general terms, of 
the creation of the heavens and the earth and of all living things. 
  

Genesis 1:26  And he said : Let us make man to our image and likeness: and let 
him have dominion over the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and the 
beasts, and the whole earth, and every creeping creature that moveth upon the 
earth. 
 

The other tells us the specifics of the creation of humanity, how God personally 
hand-crafted Adam and Eve, Blessed them and made all earthly things subject to 
them. 
 

Creation was almost certainly the greatest "Family"  Craft Project 
of all time (our time, not God's time). As near as we can tell, God 
the Father served as "design architect" , God the Son, who would, 
interestingly enough, become a carpenter  during His human life 
on earth, served as "craftsman"  (John 1:3 all things were made by 
Him) and the Holy Spir it provided all the necessary "power" . 
 

Genesis 2:7 - 8  And the Lord God 
formed man (Adam) of the slime of the 
earth: and breathed into his face the 
breath of life, and man became a liv ing 
soul. And the Lord God had planted a 
paradise of pleasure from the 
beginning: wherein he placed man 
whom he had formed.  

 
Genesis 2:15 - 17 And the Lord God took 
man, and put him into the paradise of 
pleasure, to dress it, and to keep it.  
And he commanded him, saying: Of 
every tree of paradise thou shalt eat: 
But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For in what day 
soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt die the death. 
 
Genesis 2:21 - 24  Then the Lord God cast a deep sleep upon Adam: and when he 
was fast asleep, he took one of his ribs, and filled up flesh for it. And the Lord 
God built the rib which he took from Adam into a woman: and brought her to 
Adam. And Adam said: This now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man. Wherefore a man 
shall leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they shall be two 
in one flesh.  
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Judaism, Christianity, and many other belief systems have always (more or less) 
accepted the general principle that Adam and Eve were the first humans and that 
they were, in fact, real people and the parents of all who would ever live. 
 

The Bible tells us, by their pride, disobedience and infidelity, the first humans 
sinned against God (Eve started the whole thing, but Adam was held responsible).  
 

For Catholics, this has always been a clearly defined doctr ine, 
because without a specific and very personal soul  by the name of 
Adam, who was endowed by God with free will;  the important 
concept of original sin could not exist. 
 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church we read: 
 

407 The doctrine of original sin, closely connected with that of redemption by 
Christ, provides lucid discernment of man's situation and activ ity in the world. 
By our first parents' sin, the devil has acquired a certain domination over man, 
even though man remains free. Original sin entails "captiv ity under the power of 
him who thenceforth had the power of death, that is, the devil" . Ignorance of the 
fact that man has a wounded nature inclined to evil gives rise to serious errors in 
the areas of education, politics, social and morals. 

 

All of this brings us to the final player in this story of human misery and intrigue … 
Satan. Lucifer. The Destroyer. The Prince of Darkness. The Devil. Baalzebub. The 
"King of Tyre".  The Evil One. Take your pick. They're all one and the same being, 
the leader of the fallen angels, a real, personal entity dedicated solely to the 
overthrow of God and to the death and ultimate enslavement of all God's children. 
 

Again, citing the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church: 
 

391 Behind the disobedient choice of our 
first parents lurks a seductive voice, 
opposed to God, which makes them fall 
into death out of envy. Scripture and the 
Church's Tradition see in this being a fallen 
angel, called "Satan"  or the "devil" . The 
Church teaches that Satan was at first a 
good angel, made by God: "The devil and 
the other demons were indeed created 
naturally good by God, but they became 
evil by their own doing."  
 

395 The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, 
powerful from the fact that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot 
prevent the building up of God's reign. Although Satan may act in the world out 
of hatred for God and his kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his action may 
cause grave injuries - of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical  
nature- to each man and to society, the action is permitted by div ine providence 
which with strength and gentleness guides human and cosmic history. 
It is a great mystery that providence should permit diabolical activ it y, but "we 
know that in everything God works for good with those who love him."  
 

   Satan Tempting Jesus 
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414 Satan or the devil and the other demons are fallen angels who have freely 
refused to serve God and his plan. Their choice against God is definitive. They 
try to associate man in their revolt against God. 
 
2852 " A murderer from the beginning ... a liar and the father of lies,"  Satan is " the 
deceiver of the whole world."  Through him sin and death entered the world and 
by his definitive defeat all creation will be " freed from the corruption of sin and 
death."  Now "we know that anyone born of God does not sin, but He who was 
born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we 
are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one."   

   
In Eden we had two people, educated by God, who without doubt, 
clearly understood the rules set down solely for their benefit. 
They also clearly understood the price they would pay for 
disobedience.  Armed with all that information, Adam and Eve 
certainly knew better than to r isk going anywhere near the 
" forbidden tree" ! 
 
Maybe they were bored. Maybe they were curious. We don't know their motivation, 
but one day, walking in the Garden, they encountered an amazing creature that 
appeared to them as a serpent, who glittered with the brilliance of diamonds in the 
mid-day sun and who spoke like a man. Moments later, they were naked and 
homeless, morally and physically bankrupt and had fallen under the influence of 
death, itself. They had allowed themselves to be swindled by the "father of all lies" 
and they were in big, big trouble! 
 

Genesis 3:1 - 5  Now the serpent was more subtle than any of the beasts of the 
earth which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman: Why hath God 
commanded you, that you should not eat of every tree of paradise? And the 
woman answered him, saying: Of the fruit of the trees that are in paradise we do 
eat:  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of paradise, God hath 
commanded us that we should not eat; and that we should not touch it, lest 
perhaps we die. And the serpent said to the woman: No, you shall not die the 
death. For God doth know that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, your 
eyes shall be opened: and you shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil.  

 
Genesis 3:6  And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat, and fair to the 
eyes, and delightful to behold: and she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave to her husband, who did eat. 

 
Genesis 3:7 - 8  And the eyes of them both were opened: and when they 
perceived themselves to be naked, they sewed together fig leaves, and made 
themselves aprons. And when they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in 
paradise at the afternoon air, Adam and h is wife hid themselves from the face of 
the Lord God, amidst the trees of paradise. 

 

Writing to the Church at Corinth, St. Paul tells us clearly that Eve was wholly 
seduced by the devil and that Adam allowed himself to be completely taken 
in, as well. Instead of trusting God, they chose to believe a lie (possibly the 
biggest lie of all time). 
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St. Paul also cautions that many of us, (even the best of  us) due to  our fallen 
human nature, are st il l easy marks for  " old scratch"  the devi l:  

 

2ndCorinthians 11:3  But I fear lest, as the serpent seduced Eve by his subtilt y, so 
your minds should be corrupted and fall from the simplicit y that is in Christ. 

 

The words "subtil ty"  and "seduced"  hint at sins of the mind and 
the flesh, but the specific details of Adam's sin have never been 
revealed. We'll probably have to wait until Judgment Day to hear 
the rest of the story. 
  

In choosing to commit the first sin, original 
sin, Adam broke the only Commandment of 
God, the only law that was likely in 
existence at the time. Roughly translated, 
it was: 
 

You sin … you die. 
 

This is known as "The Law of Sin and 
Death". And since people still sin, and still 
die today, we can be sure that this very 
important legal concept sti ll applies. 
 

By his disobedience and envy, 
man joined with Satan in active revolt against God. Doing so, 
Adam forfeited the grace, (unmerited favor) with which God had 
always blessed him. 
 

Without grace, man became subject to aging, disease, death and corruption (both 
physical and spiritual). God's grace was also the only thing that made Eden 
possible. Without grace, Paradise would soon disappear, leaving Adam and Eve 
virtually alone in a world that was very different than what they were accustomed 
to. 
 

Genesis 3:16 - 19  To the woman also he said : I will  multiply thy sorrows, and thy 
conceptions: in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children, and thou shalt be under 
thy husband's power, and he shall have dominion over thee. And to Adam he 
said: Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee, that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the earth 
in thy work: with labour and toil shalt thou eat thereof all the days of thy life. 
Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herbs of the 
earth. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return to the earth out 
of which thou wast taken: for dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return. 
Genesis 3:24  And he cast out Adam: and placed before the paradise of pleasure 
Cherubims, and a flaming sword, turning every way, to keep the way of the tree 
of life. 

 

By his pride and infidelity, Adam also traded away everything that he owned, all 
the physical, temporal gifts he had been given by God … 
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"dominion over the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and the beasts, and 
the whole earth, and every creeping creature that moveth upon the earth" . 
 
This was Satan's price for imparting the "Knowledge of Good and Evil". 
 
It was a fool's bargain. 
 

So it was that Satan gained control over the whole world and certain dominion 
over man. The entire process was, in a technical sense, legal but it certainly wasn't 
right. God wasn't pleased, either. Here, we learn of Satan's destiny: 
 

Genesis 3:14 - 15  And the Lord God said to the serpent: Because thou hast done 
this thing, thou art cursed among all cattle, and beasts of the earth: upon thy 
breast shalt thou go, and earth shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. 
I will put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her seed: she 
shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.  

 

The most important part (for us, at least) is the last line, where God speaks of a 
woman; the seed (offspring) of the woman and the head of the serpent being 
crushed by the woman's heel (many texts translate this verse as HE shall crush 
thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for HIS heel). Either way, the Catholic Church 
has always interpreted this verse to be God's first promise of a Redeemer or 
Messiah, of one who would come and restore all things; forgive sins, heal the rift 
between God and man, reinstate man's dominion over the world and finally, put 
Satan in his place (hell) forever. 
 

For a number of reasons, sending a Redeemer would not be easy, 
even for God. In fact, thousands of years would elapse before the 
exact time, place, and circumstances for Messiah would come. 
Complicating matters still  further, only one person in the entire 
universe was quali fied for the job.  
 
 

 
 

Galatians 4:4 - 5  But when the 
fullness of the t ime was come, 
God sent his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law: That 
he might redeem them who were 
under the law: that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. 

 

 
 

Coming Up In Part 2: Living In Sin 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 

Paragraph 7. The Fall  

385 God is infinitely good and all his works are good. Yet no one can escape the experience of 
suffering or the evils in nature, which seem to be linked to the limitations proper to creatures: and 
above all to the question of moral evil. Where does evil come from?  "I sought whence evil comes 
and there was no solution", said St. Augustine,

257
 and his own painful quest would only be resolved 

by his conversion to the living God. For "the mystery of lawlessness" is clarified only in the light of 
the "mystery of our religion".

258
 The revelation of divine love in Christ manifested at the same time 

the extent of evil and the superabundance of grace.
259

 We must therefore approach the question of 
the origin of evil by fixing the eyes of our faith on him who alone is its conqueror.

260
  

I. WHERE SIN ABOUNDED, GRACE ABOUNDED ALL THE MORE  

The reality of sin  

386 Sin is present in human history; any attempt to ignore it or to give this dark reality other names 

would be futile. To try to understand what sin is, one must first recognize the profound relation of 
man to God, for only in this relationship is the evil of sin unmasked in its true identity as humanity's 
rejection of God and opposition to him, even as it continues to weigh heavy on human life and 
history.  

387 Only the light of divine Revelation clarifies the reality of sin and particularly of the sin 
committed at mankind's origins. Without the knowledge Revelation gives of God we cannot 
recognize sin clearly and are tempted to explain it as merely a developmental flaw, a psychological 
weakness, a mistake, or the necessary consequence of an inadequate social structure, etc. Only in 
the knowledge of God's plan for man can we grasp that sin is an abuse of the freedom that God 
gives to created persons so that they are capable of loving him and loving one another.  

Original sin - an essential truth of the faith  

388 With the progress of Revelation, the reality of sin is also illuminated. Although to some extent 

the People of God in the Old Testament had tried to understand the pathos of the human condition 
in the light of the history of the fall narrated in Genesis, they could not grasp this story's ultimate 
meaning, which is revealed only in the light of the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

261
 We 

must know Christ as the source of grace in order to know Adam as the source of sin. The Spirit-
Paraclete, sent by the risen Christ, came to "convict the world concerning sin",

262
 by revealing him 

who is its Redeemer.  

389 The doctrine of original sin is, so to speak, the "reverse side" of the Good News that Jesus is 

the Savior of all men, that all need salvation and that salvation is offered to all through Christ. The 
Church, which has the mind of Christ,

263
 knows very well that we cannot tamper with the revelation 

of original sin without undermining the mystery of Christ. 
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

How to read the account of the fal l  

390 The account of the fall in Genesis 3 uses figurative language, but affirms a primeval event, a 
deed that took place at the beginning of the history of man.

264
 Revelation gives us the certainty of 

faith that the whole of human history is marked by the original fault freely committed by our first 
parents.

265
  

II. THE FALL OF THE ANGELS  

391 Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, 
which makes them fall into death out of envy.

266
 Scripture and the Church's Tradition see in this 

being a fallen angel, called "Satan" or the "devil".
267

 The Church teaches that Satan was at first a 
good angel, made by God: "The devil and the other demons were indeed created naturally good by 
God, but they became evil by their own doing."

268
  

392 Scripture speaks of a sin of these angels.
269

 This "fall" consists in the free choice of these 

created spirits, who radically and irrevocably rejected God and his reign. We find a reflection of that 
rebellion in the tempter's words to our first parents: "You will be like God."

270
 The devil "has sinned 

from the beginning"; he is "a liar and the father of lies".
271

  

393 It is the irrevocable character of their choice, and not a defect in the infinite divine mercy, that 

makes the angels' sin unforgivable. "There is no repentance for the angels after their fall, just as 
there is no repentance for men after death."

272
  

394 Scripture witnesses to the disastrous influence of the one Jesus calls "a murderer from the 
beginning", who would even try to divert Jesus from the mission received from his Father.

273
 "The 

reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil."
274

 In its consequences the 
gravest of these works was the mendacious seduction that led man to disobey God.  

395 The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, powerful from the fact 
that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot prevent the building up of God's reign. Although 
Satan may act in the world out of hatred for God and his kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his 
action may cause grave injuries - of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical nature- to 
each man and to society, the action is permitted by divine providence which with strength and 
gentleness guides human and cosmic history. It is a great mystery that providence should permit 
diabolical activity, but "we know that in everything God works for good with those who love him."

275
  

III. ORIGINAL SIN  

Freedom put to the test  

396 God created man in his image and established him in his friendship. A spiritual creature, man 
can live this friendship only in free submission to God. The prohibition against eating "of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil" spells this out: "for in the day that you eat of it, you shall die."

276
 

The "tree of the knowledge of good and evil"
277

 symbolically evokes the insurmountable limits that 
man, being a creature, must freely recognize and respect with trust. Man is dependent on his 
Creator, and subject to the laws of creation and to the moral norms that govern the use of freedom.  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

Man's fir st sin  

397 Man, tempted by the devil, let his trust in his Creator die in his heart and, abusing his freedom, 
disobeyed God's command. This is what man's first sin consisted of.

278
 All subsequent sin would 

be disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his goodness.  

398 In that sin man preferred himself to God and by that very act scorned him. He chose himself 

over and against God, against the requirements of his creaturely status and therefore against his 
own good. Constituted in a state of holiness, man was destined to be fully "divinized" by God in 
glory. Seduced by the devil, he wanted to "be like God", but "without God, before God, and not in 
accordance with God".

279
  

399 Scripture portrays the tragic consequences of this first disobedience. Adam and Eve 
immediately lose the grace of original holiness.

280
 They become afraid of the God of whom they 

have conceived a distorted image - that of a God jealous of his prerogatives.
281

  

400 The harmony in which they had found themselves, thanks to original justice, is now destroyed: 
the control of the soul's spiritual faculties over the body is shattered; the union of man and woman 
becomes subject to tensions, their relations henceforth marked by lust and domination.

282
 Harmony 

with creation is broken: visible creation has become alien and hostile to man.
283

 Because of man, 
creation is now subject "to its bondage to decay".

284
 Finally, the consequence explicitly foretold for 

this disobedience will come true: man will "return to the ground",
285

 for out of it he was taken. Death 
makes its entrance into human history.

286
  

401 After that first sin, the world is virtually inundated by sin There is Cain's murder of his brother 
Abel and the universal corruption which follows in the wake of sin. Likewise, sin frequently 
manifests itself in the history of Israel, especially as infidelity to the God of the Covenant and as 
transgression of the Law of Moses. And even after Christ's atonement, sin raises its head in 
countless ways among Christians.

287
 Scripture and the Church's Tradition continually recall the 

presence and universality of sin in man's history:  

What Revelation makes known to us is confirmed by our own experience. For when man 
looks into his own heart he finds that he is drawn towards what is wrong and sunk in many 
evils which cannot come from his good creator. Often refusing to acknowledge God as his 
source, man has also upset the relationship which should link him to his last end, and at 
the same time he has broken the right order that should reign within himself as well as 
between himself and other men and all creatures.

288
 

 
The consequences of Adam's sin for humanity  
 

402 All men are implicated in Adam's sin, as St. Paul affirms: "By one man's disobedience many 

(that is, all men) were made sinners": "sin came into the world through one man and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned."

289
 The Apostle contrasts the 

universality of sin and death with the universality of salvation in Christ. "Then as one man's 
trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man's act of righteousness leads to acquittal and 
life for all men."

290
  

 

403 Following St. Paul, the Church has always taught that the overwhelming misery which 
oppresses men and their inclination towards evil and death cannot be understood apart from their 
connection with Adam's sin and the fact that he has transmitted to us a sin with which we are all 
born afflicted, a sin which is the "death of the soul".

291
 Because of this certainty of faith, the Church 

baptizes for the remission of sins even tiny infants who have not committed personal sin.
292
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 

404 How did the sin of Adam become the sin of all his descendants? The whole human race is in 

Adam "as one body of one man".
293

 By this "unity of the human race" all men are implicated in 
Adam's sin, as all are implicated in Christ's justice. Still, the transmission of original sin is a mystery 
that we cannot fully understand. But we do know by Revelation that Adam had received original 
holiness and justice not for himself alone, but for all human nature. By yielding to the tempter, 
Adam and Eve committed a personal sin, but this sin affected the human nature that they would 
then transmit in a fallen state.

294
 It is a sin which will be transmitted by propagation to all mankind, 

that is, by the transmission of a human nature deprived of original holiness and justice. And that is 
why original sin is called "sin" only in an analogical sense: it is a sin "contracted" and not 
"committed" - a state and not an act. 
  

405 Although it is proper to each individual,
295

 original sin does not have the character of a 

personal fault in any of Adam's descendants. It is a deprivation of original holiness and justice, but 
human nature has not been totally corrupted: it is wounded in the natural powers proper to it, 
subject to ignorance, suffering and the dominion of death, and inclined to sin - an inclination to evil 
that is called concupiscence". Baptism, by imparting the life of Christ's grace, erases original sin 
and turns a man back towards God, but the consequences for nature, weakened and inclined to 
evil, persist in man and summon him to spiritual battle. 
  
406 The Church's teaching on the transmission of original sin was articulated more precisely in the 
fifth century, especially under the impulse of St. Augustine's reflections against Pelagianism, and in 
the sixteenth century, in opposition to the Protestant Reformation. Pelagius held that man could, by 
the natural power of free will and without the necessary help of God's grace, lead a morally good 
life; he thus reduced the influence of Adam's fault to bad example. The first Protestant reformers, 
on the contrary, taught that original sin has radically perverted man and destroyed his freedom; 
they identified the sin inherited by each man with the tendency to evil (concupiscentia), which 
would be insurmountable. The Church pronounced on the meaning of the data of Revelation on 
original sin especially at the second Council of Orange (529)

296
 and at the Council of Trent 

(1546).
297

  
 

A hard battle. . .  
 

407 The doctrine of original sin, closely connected with that of redemption by Christ, provides lucid 
discernment of man's situation and activity in the world. By our first parents' sin, the devil has 
acquired a certain domination over man, even though man remains free. Original sin entails 
"captivity under the power of him who thenceforth had the power of death, that is, the devil".

298
 

Ignorance of the fact that man has a wounded nature inclined to evil gives rise to serious errors in 
the areas of education, politics, social action

299
 and morals. 

  

408 The consequences of original sin and of all men's personal sins put the world as a whole in the 

sinful condition aptly described in St. John's expression, "the sin of the world".
300

 This expression 
can also refer to the negative influence exerted on people by communal situations and social 
structures that are the fruit of men's sins.

301
  

 

409 This dramatic situation of "the whole world [which] is in the power of the evil one"
302

 makes 

man's li fe a battle:  
The whole of man's history has been the story of dour combat with the powers of evil, 
stretching, so our Lord tells us, from the very dawn of history until the last day. Finding 
himself in the midst of the battlefield man has to struggle to do what is right, and it is at 
great cost to himself, and aided by God's grace, that he succeeds in achieving his own 
inner integrity.

303
 

 

IV. "YOU DID NOT ABANDON HIM TO THE POWER OF DEATH"  

410 After his fall, man was not abandoned by God. On the contrary, God calls him and in a 

mysterious way heralds the coming victory over evil and his restoration from his fall.
304
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 
This passage in Genesis is called the Protoevangelium (" first gospel" ): the first announcement of 
the Messiah and Redeemer, of a battle between the serpent and the Woman, and of the final 
victory of a descendant of hers.  

 
411 The Christian tradition sees in this passage an announcement of the "New Adam" who, 
because he "became obedient unto death, even death on a cross", makes amends 
superabundantly for the disobedience, of Adam.

305
 Furthermore many Fathers and Doctors of the 

Church have seen the woman announced in the Protoevangelium as Mary, the mother of Christ, 
the "new Eve". Mary benefited first of all and uniquely from Christ's victory over sin: she was 
preserved from all stain of original sin and by a special grace of God committed no sin of any kind 
during her whole earthly life.

306
  

 

412 But why did God not prevent the first man from sinning? St. Leo the Great responds, "Christ's 
inexpressible grace gave us blessings better than those the demon's envy had taken away."

307
 And 

St. Thomas Aquinas wrote, "There is nothing to prevent human nature's being raised up to 
something greater, even after sin; God permits evil in order to draw forth some greater good. Thus 
St. Paul says, 'Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more'; and the Exsultet sings, 'O 
happy fault,. . . which gained for us so great a Redeemer!'"

308
  

 
IN BRIEF  
 
413 "God did not make death, and he does not delight in the death of the living. . . It was through 
the devil's envy that death entered the world" (Wis 1:13; 2:24). 
  
414 Satan or the devil and the other demons are fallen angels who have freely refused to serve 
God and his plan. Their choice against God is definitive. They try to associate man in their revolt 
against God. 
  
415 "Although set by God in a state of rectitude man, enticed by the evil one, abused his freedom 
at the very start of history. He li fted himself up against God, and sought to attain his goal apart from 
him" (GS 13 § 1). 
  
416 By his sin Adam, as the first man, lost the original holiness and justice he had received from 
God, not only for himself but for all human beings. 
  
417 Adam and Eve transmitted to their descendants human nature wounded by their own first sin 
and hence deprived of original holiness and justice; this deprivation is called "original sin". 
  
418 As a result of original sin, human nature is weakened in its powers, subject to ignorance, 
suffering and the domination of death, and inclined to sin (this inclination is called 
"concupiscence"). 
  
419 "We therefore hold, with the Council of Trent, that original sin is transmitted with human nature, 
"by propagation, not by imitation" and that it is. . . 'proper to each'" (Paul VI, CPG § 16). 
  
420 The victory that Christ won over sin has given us greater blessings than those which sin had 
taken from us: "where sin increased, grace abounded all the more" (Rom 5:20). 
  
421 Christians believe that "the world has been established and kept in being by the Creator's love; 
has fallen into slavery to sin but has been set free by Christ, crucified and risen to break the power 
of the evil one. . ." (GS 2 § 2).  

 
Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section 
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Living In Sin 
(Volume 1 - Part 2) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
From Adam's " fal l"  to Jesus' death, all  of mankind (except for 
John the Baptist, and the Blessed Virgin Mary) "lived in sin" . 
Today, ignoring the dire consequences, untold mil lions continue to choose 
sinful life styles , never stopping to consider how that choice might affect 
their death s tyle. 
 

One only needs to look around to see that 
every evi l in the world is the result of sin. 
Despite 21st century advances in science, 
medicine and technology, sin remains as 
mankind's "public enemy number one". 
 

So that you, through Christ, may 
truly overcome evil and so doing, 
overcome the world, here's the 
"straight dope"  on sin. 
 

Most people would agree that the term, 
" living in  sin"  has always referred to 
heterosexual (male/female) couples living 
together (and being sexually active with 
each other) without benefit of the 
Sacrament of Matrimony. 
 

Homosexual couples that live together (and routinely have sex with each other) 
are also "living in sin". But sacramental Marriage can never be any part of the 
equation, in this case. 
 

Broadening the definition somewhat, anyone guilty of a serious, 
intentional, unconfessed, unrepented and unforgiven offense 
against God or man is also likely to be " living in sin" . 
 

Specifically … 
 

Anyone who freely  chooses a course of action that is gravely s inful, with ful l 
knowledge that it is  gravely sin ful, commits a " mortal"  sin that is serious 
enough to result in spiritual death, effectively cutt ing that person off from 
the grace of God. 

 

Based on everything we know, if an individual were to die in such a decrepit 
spiritual state, or if Christ decided to suddenly return and bring the present 
world age to an end, eternity  in hell might be the most l ikely outcome. 
 

Jesus Christ is the f inal judge in these matters, but each of us is charged 
with the duty of educating our personal conscience as to the nature and 
types of sin, based on the Magis terial teachings of the Church and the 
revelation of both Scripture and Trad ition.  

Those Who Built The Tower  of Babel 
Offended God 
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When a Catholic, in the spir it of contrition and repentance, makes 
a good, complete confession of all known sins to a priest, God, 
through His Church, His Sacrament and His priest, freely 
distr ibutes the fruits of Christ's life, death, and resurrection and 
absolves the individual of sin, restoring spir itual life and grace to 
the soul.  
 

But few Catholics and almost no Protestants understand that it is virtually 
impossible for someone to receive absolution from sin if they are "locked in" to a 
lifestyle that is inherently sinful and where 
there is no real possibility of true repentance. 
 

Consider these two situations: 
 

Person " A"  is liv ing with another and 
regularly engages in illicit sexual relations with 
that person. Typically, person " A"  
may not be granted absolution of his/her sins. 
 

Person " B"  is liv ing apart from another and 
regularly engages in illicit sexual relations with 
that person. Typically, person " B"  
may be granted absolution of his/her sins. 
 

Question: 
 

Assuming that in both cases, the sinner is 
truly sorry (contrite) for his sins and f irmly intends to mend his  ways (repent) 
why is absolution usually available in " B" , the second scenario, but likely not 
available in " A" , the first? 
 

Answer: 
 

Through cohabitat ion, Person " A"  is effect ively, " locked in"  to a 
lifestyle that is inherent ly sinful and where there is no real possibilit y 
of true repentance. Person "B" , living apart, is not. 
 

When Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation, He broadly empowered 
the Apostles (and their validly ordained successors) to careful ly evaluate the 
nature of the s in as well as the demeanor of the s inner. 
 

John 20:21 - 23  He said therefore to them again: Peace be to you. As the Father 
hath sent me, I also send you. When he had said this, he breathed on them; and 
he said to them: Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them: and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.  

 

The Sacrament of  Reconciliat ion is not just a rite or ceremony. It's God's way of 

refining, educating and sanctifying the faithful. He makes the rules. We reap the 
benefits. It's important for  every Christ ian to  understand the way God's 
mercy worked, and continues to work for  us today, through His Church. 
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Adam and Eve (and their offspring) separated from God by sin 
and under the certain domination of Satan, were also " locked in"  
to a sinful lifestyle, precluding the "routine"  absolution of their 
sin(s) until Satan's "hold"  over them could be broken.  
 

This had nothing to do with sex. God presided at their marriage and blessed their 
union. Adam's deliberate sin (throwing in with Satan) was the problem. Even if 
God chose to immediately forgive Adam and Eve and restore grace to their souls, 
the devil enjoyed so much power over the earth (because Adam had foolishly, but 
legally, transferred it to him), that Satan would have quickly found a way to lead 
them right back into sin, and as ruler, would never allow repentance to occur.  
 

Remember Don Corleone's (actor, Al Pacino) famous line from the movie, 
"The Godfather, Part III"  as the sick and aging mob boss attempts to 
repent and become legitimate, but finds that his life-long partners in crime 

won't go along? "Just when I thought that I was out … they pull me 
back in."  

 

In His infinite wisdom, God knew that Satan would have to be 
cast out first. Then, sins could be forgiven and grace restored.   

 

That's why both a Redeemer 
and an incorruptible Church 

are necessary for our salvation. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Up In Part 3: Fr ee Will, Faith and Redemption  
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God’s  Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church   

ARTICLE 8 
SIN  

I. MERCY AND SIN  

1846 The Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God's mercy to sinners.113 The angel 
announced to Joseph: "You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins."114 The same is true of the Eucharist, the sacrament of redemption: "This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."115  

1847 "God created us without us: but he did not will to save us without us."116 To receive 
his mercy, we must admit our faults. "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness."117  

1848 As St. Paul affirms, "Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more."118 But to do 
its work grace must uncover sin so as to convert our hearts and bestow on us 
"righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."119 Like a physician who 
probes the wound before treating it, God, by his Word and by his Spirit, casts a living light 
on sin: Conversion requires convincing of sin; it includes the interior judgment of 
conscience, and this, being a proof of the action of the Spirit of truth in man's inmost 
being, becomes at the same time the start of a new grant of grace and love: "Receive the 
Holy Spirit." Thus in this "convincing concerning sin" we discover a double gift: the gift of 
the truth of conscience and the gift of the certainty of redemption. The Spirit of truth is the 
Consoler.120  

II. THE DEFINITION OF SIN  
 
1849 Sin is an offense against reason, truth, and right conscience; it is failure in genuine 
love for God and neighbor caused by a perverse attachment to certain goods. It wounds 
the nature of man and injures human solidarity. It has been defined as "an utterance, a 
deed, or a desire contrary to the eternal law."121 

  
1850 Sin is an offense against God: "Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done that 
which is evil in your sight."122 Sin sets itself against God's love for us and turns our hearts 
away from it. Like the first sin, it is disobedience, a revolt against God through the will to 
become "like gods,"123 knowing and determining good and evil. Sin is thus "love of oneself 
even to contempt of God."124 In this proud self- exaltation, sin is diametrically opposed to 
the obedience of Jesus, which achieves our salvation.125 

  
1851 It is precisely in the Passion, when the mercy of Christ is about to vanquish it, that 
sin most clearly manifests its violence and its many forms: unbelief, murderous hatred, 
shunning and mockery by the leaders and the people, Pilate's cowardice and the cruelty 
of the soldiers, Judas' betrayal - so bitter to Jesus, Peter's denial and the disciples' flight. 
However, at the very hour of darkness, the hour of the prince of this world,126 the sacrifice 
of Christ secretly becomes the source from which the forgiveness of our sins will pour 
forth inexhaustibly.  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 
III. THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF SINS  
 
1852 There are a great many kinds of sins. Scripture provides several lists of them. The 
Letter to the Galatians contrasts the works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit: "Now the 
works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things shall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God."127 

  
1853 Sins can be distinguished according to their objects, as can every human act; or 
according to the virtues they oppose, by excess or defect; or according to the 
commandments they violate. They can also be classed according to whether they concern 
God, neighbor, or oneself; they can be divided into spiritual and carnal sins, or again as 
sins in thought, word, deed, or omission. The root of sin is in the heart of man, in his free 
will, according to the teaching of the Lord: "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a 
man."128 But in the heart also resides charity, the source of the good and pure works, 
which sin wounds. 
 
IV. THE GRAVITY OF SIN: MORTAL AND VENIAL SIN  
 
1854 Sins are rightly evaluated according to their gravity. The distinction between mortal 
and venial sin, already evident in Scripture,129 became part of the tradition of the Church. 
It is corroborated by human experience. 
  
1855 Mortal sin destroys charity in the heart of man by a grave violation of God's law; it 
turns man away from God, who is his ultimate end and his beatitude, by preferring an 
inferior good to him.  
Venial sin allows charity to subsist, even though it offends and wounds it. 
  
1856 Mortal sin, by attacking the vital principle within us - that is, charity - necessitates a 
new initiative of God's mercy and a conversion of heart which is normally accomplished 
within the setting of the sacrament of reconciliation: When the will sets itself upon 
something that is of its nature incompatible with the charity that orients man toward his 
ultimate end, then the sin is mortal by its very object . . . whether it contradicts the love of 
God, such as blasphemy or perjury, or the love of neighbor, such as homicide or adultery. 
. . . But when the sinner's will is set upon something that of its nature involves a disorder, 
but is not opposed to the love of God and neighbor, such as thoughtless chatter or 
immoderate laughter and the like, such sins are venial.130 

  
1857 For a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together be met: "Mortal sin is sin 
whose object is grave matter and which is also committed with full knowledge and 
deliberate consent."131 

  
1858 Grave matter is specified by the Ten Commandments, corresponding to the answer 
of Jesus to the rich young man: "Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother."132 
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 

The gravity of sins is more or less great: murder is graver than theft. One must also take 
into account who is wronged: violence against parents is in itself graver than violence 
against a stranger. 
  
1859 Mortal sin requires full knowledge and complete consent. It presupposes knowledge 
of the sinful character of the act, of its opposition to God's law. It also implies a consent 
sufficiently deliberate to be a personal choice. Feigned ignorance and hardness of heart133 
do not diminish, but rather increase, the voluntary character of a sin.  
 
1860 Unintentional ignorance can diminish or even remove the imputability of a grave 
offense. But no one is deemed to be ignorant of the principles of the moral law, which are 
written in the conscience of every man. The promptings of feelings and passions can also 
diminish the voluntary and free character of the offense, as can external pressures or 
pathological disorders. Sin committed through malice, by deliberate choice of evil, is the 
gravest. 
  
1861 Mortal sin is a radical possibility of human freedom, as is love itself. It results in the 
loss of charity and the privation of sanctifying grace, that is, of the state of grace. If it is not 
redeemed by repentance and God's forgiveness, it causes exclusion from Christ's 
kingdom and the eternal death of hell, for our freedom has the power to make choices for 
ever, with no turning back. However, although we can judge that an act is in itself a grave 
offense, we must entrust judgment of persons to the justice and mercy of God.  
 
1862 One commits venial sin when, in a less serious matter, he does not observe the 
standard prescribed by the moral law, or when he disobeys the moral law in a grave 
matter, but without full knowledge or without complete consent.  
 
1863 Venial sin weakens charity; it manifests a disordered affection for created goods; it 
impedes the soul's progress in the exercise of the virtues and the practice of the moral 
good; it merits temporal punishment. Deliberate and unrepented venial sin disposes us 
little by little to commit mortal sin. However venial sin does not break the covenant with 
God. With God's grace it is humanly reparable. "Venial sin does not deprive the sinner of 
sanctifying grace, friendship with God, charity, and consequently eternal happiness."134  
 

While he is in the flesh, man cannot help but have at least some light sins. But do 
not despise these sins which we call "light": if you take them for light when you 
weigh them, tremble when you count them. A number of light objects makes a 
great mass; a number of drops fills a river; a number of grains makes a heap. 
What then is our hope? Above all, confession.135  
 

1864 "Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven."136 There are no limits to the mercy of 
God, but anyone who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by repenting, rejects the 
forgiveness of his sins and the salvation offered by the Holy Spirit.137 Such hardness of 
heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal loss.  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 
V. THE PROLIFERATION OF SIN  
 
1865 Sin creates a proclivity to sin; it engenders vice by repetition of the same acts. This 
results in perverse inclinations which cloud conscience and corrupt the concrete judgment 
of good and evil. Thus sin tends to reproduce itself and reinforce itself, but it cannot 
destroy the moral sense at its root. 
  
1866 Vices can be classified according to the virtues they oppose, or also be linked to the 
capital sins which Christian experience has distinguished, following St. John Cassian and 
St. Gregory the Great. They are called "capital" because they engender other sins, other 
vices.138 They are pride, avarice, envy, wrath, lust, gluttony, and sloth or acedia. 
  
1867 The catechetical tradition also recalls that there are "sins that cry to heaven": the 
blood of Abel,139 the sin of the Sodomites,140 the cry of the people oppressed in Egypt,141 
the cry of the foreigner, the widow, and the orphan,142 injustice to the wage earner.143  
 
1868 Sin is a personal act. Moreover, we have a responsibility for the sins committed by 
others when we cooperate in them: by participating directly and voluntarily in them;  
- by ordering, advising, praising, or approving them;  
- by not disclosing or not hindering them when we have an obligation to do so;  
- by protecting evil-doers. 
  
1869 Thus sin makes men accomplices of one another and causes concupiscence, 
violence, and injustice to reign among them. Sins give rise to social situations and 
institutions that are contrary to the divine goodness. "Structures of sin" are the expression 
and effect of personal sins. They lead their victims to do evil in their turn. In an analogous 
sense, they constitute a "social sin."144  
 
IN BRIEF  
1870 "God has consigned all men to disobedience, that he may have mercy upon all" 
(Rom 11:32).  
1871 Sin is an utterance, a deed, or a desire contrary to the eternal law (St. Augustine, 
Faust 22:PL 42, 418). It is an offense against God. It rises up against God in a 
disobedience contrary to the obedience of Christ.  
1872 Sin is an act contrary to reason. It wounds man's nature and injures human 
solidarity.  
1873 The root of all sins lies in man's heart. The kinds and the gravity of sins are 
determined principally by their objects.  
1874 To choose deliberately - that is, both knowing it and willing it - something gravely 
contrary to the divine law and to the ultimate end of man is to commit a mortal sin. This 
destroys in us the charity without which eternal beatitude is impossible. Unrepented, it 
brings eternal death.  
1875 Venial sin constitutes a moral disorder that is reparable by charity, which it allows to 
subsist in us.  
1876 The repetition of sins - even venial ones - engenders vices, among which are the 
capital sins. 

 

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section 
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Noah Sends A Dove 

Genesis 8:6 - 11 And after that forty days were passed, Noah opening the 
window of the ark, which he had made, sent forth a raven:  Which went 
forth and did not return, till the waters were dried up upon the earth. He 
sent forth also a dove after him, to see if the waters had now ceased upon 
the face of the earth. But she not finding where her foot might rest, 
returned to him into the ark: for the waters were upon the whole earth: and 
he put forth his hand, and caught her, and brought her into the ark. And 
having waited yet seven other days, he again sent forth the dove out of the 
ark. And she came to him in the evening carrying a bough of an olive tree, 
with green leaves, in her mouth. Noah therefore understood that the waters 
were ceased upon the earth.  
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Daniel In the Lion's Den 

Free Will, Faith and Redemption 
(Volume 1 - Part 3) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
People ask, " If God is all powerful, why didn't He simply destroy 
Satan, forgive Adam and save Himself (and all of us) a lot of 
trouble?"  
 

Good question! Someday, we may learn the answer, but all we know for sure is 
that God decided to handle things differently. But, what we already know about 
God's system of law, justice, order and mercy should make it easier for us to trust 
(accept on faith) His divine judgment in all things, including this one. 
 

There's also another possibility. It's possible that when God makes a law, He 
makes it forever. This arrangement seems equally fair to all of His creatures and it 
should also be quite manageable for a Supreme Being who is master of time and 
space.  
 

Consider this well-known passage from the Old Testament Book of 
Daniel, in which this exact sit uat ion (a law, once made, cannot be 
changed) is encountered. 
 

Daniel 6:6 - 27  Then the princes, and the 
governors, craftily suggested to the king, 
and spoke thus unto him: King Darius, live 
for ever:  All the princes of the kingdom, the 
magistrates, and governors, the senators, 
and judges, have consulted together, that an 
imperial decree, and an edict be published: 
That whosoever shall ask any petition of any 
god, or man, for thirty days, but of thee, O 
king, shall be cast into the den of the lions. 
  
Now, therefore, O king, confirm the 
sentence, and sign the decree: that what is 
decreed by the Medes and Persians may not 
be altered, nor any man be allowed to 
transgress it. So king Darius set forth the 
decree, and established it. 
  

Now, when Daniel knew this, that is to say, that the law was made, he went into 
his house: and opening the windows in his upper chamber towards Jerusalem, 
he knelt down three times a day, and adored and gave thanks before his God, as 
he had been accustomed to do before. Wherefore those men carefully watch ing 
him, found Daniel praying and making supplication to his God. And they came 
and spoke to the king concerning the edict: O king, hast thou not decreed, that 
every man that should make a request to any of the gods, or men, for thirty days, 
but to thyself, O king, should be cast into the den of the lions? 
 

And the king answered them, saying: The word is true, according to the decree 
of the Medes and Persians, which it is not lawful to violate. 
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Then they answered, and said before the king: Daniel, who is of the children of 
the captiv ity of Juda, hath not regarded thy law, nor the decree that thou hast 
made: but three times a day he maketh his prayer. Now when the king had heard 
these words, he was very much grieved, and in behalf of Daniel he set his heart 
to deliver him, and even till sunset he laboured to save him. 
  

But those men perceiving the king's design, said to him: Know thou, O king, that 
the law of the Medes and Persians is, that no decree which the king hath made, 
may be altered. 
  

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of 
the lions. And the king said to Daniel: Thy God, whom thou always servest, he 
will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den: 
which the king sealed with his own ring, and with the ring of his nobles, that 
nothing should be done against Daniel. And the king went away to his house, 
and laid himself down without taking supper, and meat was not set before him, 
and even sleep departed from him. 
  

Then the king rising very early in the morning, went in haste to the lions' den:  
And coming near to the den, cried with a lamentable voice to Daniel, and said to 
him: Daniel, servant of the liv ing God, hath thy God, whom thou servest always, 
been able, thinkest thou, to deliver thee from the lions? 
  

And Daniel answering the king, said: O king, live for ever: My 
God hath sent his angel, and hath shut up the mouths of the 
lions, and they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him 
justice hath been found in me: yea, and before thee, O king, I 
have done no offence. 
  
Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and he commanded that Daniel 
should be taken out of the den: and Daniel was taken out of the den, and no hurt 
was found in him, because he believed in his God. And by the king's 
commandment, those men were brought that had accused Daniel: and they were 
cast into the lions' den, they and their children, and their wives: and they did not 
reach the bottom of the den, before the lions caught them, and broke all their 
bones in pieces. 
  

Then king Darius wrote to all people, tribes, and languages, dwelling in the whole 
earth: PEACE be multiplied unto you. It is decreed by me, that in all my empire 
and my kingdom, all men dread and fear the God of Daniel. For he is the living 
and eternal God for ever: and his kingdom shall not be destroyed, and his power 
shall be for ever. He is the deliverer, and saviour, doing signs and wonders in 
heaven, and in earth: who hath delivered Daniel out of the lions' den.  

 

In this case, the law had to stand as it was, but God interceded to 
protect Daniel, His faithful, innocent servant and to see that 
justice was ultimately done. Good prevailed and the bad guys 
ended up as l ion chow! 
 

Does God's system of justice work like this? Yes, in many ways. Is God bound by 
His own law? That's much harder for mere mortals (like us) to determine. 
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Abraham Encounters 

 Three Angels 

I suggest that God's infinite love and infinitely creative intellect 
will always find a way to protect the just, even when others try to 
use His laws to achieve their own evil purposes. 
 

Keep all this in mind as the story of Redemption unfolds and you see how God 
decided to send His own Son to become a man and foil Satan's nefarious plan for 
world domination. Can anyone be more creat ive than that? 
 

We know (through revelation of Scripture and through the teachings of our 
Church) that God created man and the angels with free will … the freedom to 
make informed choices … and to determine for themselves the course of their 
actions. 
 

God makes laws and sets limits on our behavior, but He does this out of concern 
for our welfare, not out of a desire to be a dictator. God never forces anyone to do 
anything. This often leads to problems, but it certainly makes life more interesting! 
 

A world without free will would be like a collection of organic robots programmed to 
perform only a very limited number of tasks, in a carefully controlled environment. 
 

You may not realize it, but I've just described the animal kingdom. Pets certainly 
are nice. They're beautiful creatures. But, lacking free will they cannot provide the 
high level of intellectual and spiritual companionship that God evidently had in 
mind for us.  
 

People also ask, "Why is there no 
redemption (second chance) for the 
rebellious angels, but only for man? 
 

Another good question! Again, there is no 
complete answer, but we do know that 
angels are superior in wisdom, knowledge 
and power to man. They are pure spirits. It is 
not possible for an angel to be "conned" or 
"hoodwinked" in the same manner that Adam 
was. 
 

Angelic choices are made by a fully informed, 
supernatural intellect.  Hence, a decision, 
once made, is irrevocable, eternally unchanging 
and wholly reflective of their fidelity (or lack of it) to 
God's rule. The dimension of time also likely applies differently to angels, who 
probably spend most of their existence in eternity. Can an eternal mind change? 
 

Man's limited intellect and lower, earthly, temporal existence (relative to the 
angels) may be the reason (other than the grace and mercy of God) that we 
warranted a Redeemer and the angels did not. 
After all, a (fairly weak) case could be made that Adam might never have sinned if 
he hadn't been persuaded to do so by means of a fallen angel's supernatural 
powers. 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 22 -  

Free will complicates the work of redemption, but not in a way 
God can't handle. 
 

While God will not force anyone to do what He commands, God knows, with 
certainty, those who are WILLING to work with Him and those who ARE NOT. He 
also knows, with certainty, those who CHOOSE to actively OPPOSE Him.  
 

This Perfect Knowledge makes the bui lding up of God's rule 
inevitable. It guarantees, given sufficient time, that good will 
ultimately prevail over evi l . The fai thful  receive power  and grace 
from God (today, through the Church: Mass, the Sacraments, 
etc.) which enables and strengthens them. The wicked don't. It's 
that simple! 
 

Galatians 2:20  And I l ive, now not I: but Christ liveth in me. And that I l ive now in 
the flesh: I live in the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and delivered himself 
for me. 

 

We can't begin to understand the mind of God, or fully appreciate the 
intricate details of His plan, so we often misinterpret the reasons for 
events in the world and allow ourselves to become needlessly 
discouraged by life's problems (tr ibulation). 
 

Romans 1:17  For the justice of God is revealed therein, from faith unto faith, as it 
is written: The just man liveth by faith.  

 

Romans 5:1 - 5  Being justified therefore by faith, let us have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access through faith into 
this grace wherein we stand: and glory in the hope of the glory of the sons of 
God. And not only so: but we glory also in tribulation, knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; And patience trial; and trial hope; And hope confoundeth not: 
because the charity of God is poured forth in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost who 
is given to us. 

 

That's why FAITH is so critically important. Faith fills the gap between what we 
know and what we can't yet understand. In faith, we do what God expects of us. 
Then, we trust in Him to bring about positive results. Through faith we can 
accomplish the things of which our limited imagination could never even conceive.  
 

Romans 10:17  Faith then cometh by hearing; and hearing by the word of Christ.  
 

In the next (rather lengthy) passage, we learn that everyone lives 
by fai th. Every great person in the Bible was made so by God's 
grace and fai th. There is no other way! Take some time to study 
this magnificent li tany of the Old Testament fai thful . There's a lot 
to learn here: 
 

Hebrews 11:1 - 38  Now, faith is the substance of things to be hoped for, the 
evidence of things that appear not. For by this the ancients obtained a testimony. 
By faith we understand that the world was framed by the word of God: that from 
invisible things v isible things might be made. 
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By faith Abel offered to God a sacrifice exceeding that of Cain, by which he 
obtained a testimony that he was just, God giv ing testimony to his gifts. And by 
it he being dead yet speaketh. By faith Henoch was translated that he should not 
see death: and he was not found because God had translated him. 
For before his translation he had testimony that he pleased God. But without 
faith it is impossible to please God. For he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is: and is a rewarder to them that seek him. 
 

By faith Noah, having received an answer concerning those things which as yet 
were not seen, moved with fear, framed the ark for the saving of his house: by 
the which he condemned the world and was instituted heir of the justice which is 
by faith. 
  

By faith he that is called Abraham obeyed to go out into a place which he was to 
receive for an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing whither he went.  
By faith he abode in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 
cottages, with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs of the same promise. For he looked 
for a city that hath foundations: whose builder and maker is God. 
 

By faith also Sara herself, being barren, received strength to conceive seed, 
even past the time of age: because she believed that he was faithful who had 
promised, For which cause there sprung even from one (and him as good as 
dead) as the stars of heaven in multitude and as the sand which is by the sea 
shore innumerable. All these died according to faith, not having received the 
promises but beholding them afar off and saluting them and confessing that they 
are pilgrims and strangers on the earth. For they that say these things do signify 
that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that from whence 
they came out, they had doubtless, time to return. But now they desire a better, 
that is to say, a heavenly country. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called 
their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered Isaac: and he that had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, (To whom it was said: In Isaac shalt 
thy seed be called:) Accounting that God is able to raise up even from the dead. 
Whereupon also he received him for a parable. 
 

By faith also of things to come Isaac b lessed Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, 
dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and adored the top of his rod. 
 

By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the going out of the 
children of Israel and gave commandment concerning his bones. 
 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months by his parents: 
because they saw he was a comely babe, and they feared not the king's edict. By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, denied himself to be the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter: Rather choosing to be afflicted with the people of God than to have the 
pleasure of sin for a time: Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasure of the Egyptians. 
 
For he looked unto the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the fierceness 
of the king: for he endured, as seeing him that is invisible. By faith he celebrated 
the pasch and the shedding of the blood: that he who destroyed the firstborn 
might not touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea, as by dry land: 
which the Egyptians attempting, were swallowed up. 
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By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, by the going round them seven days. By 
faith Rahab the harlot perished not with the unbelievers, receiv ing the spies with 
peace. 
 

And what shal l I yet say? 
 

For the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, Barac, Samson, Jephthe, David, 
Samuel, and the prophets: Who by faith conquered kingdoms, wrought justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, recovered strength from weakness, became 
valiant in battle, put to flight the armies of foreigners. Women received their dead 
raised to life again ...  

 
Faith, combined with the grace of God, can and does work miracles, but it's always 
up to us to decide if we want to take part in them! 
 
The most important miracle in history was the coming of the only 
begotten Son of God in t he flesh, t o die for us, so sins could be 
forgiven and all things could be restored. In that singular event, the 
Law, fr ee will, the good, the evil, faith, grace, and God Himself, acted to 
bring about the salvat ion of t he wor ld. 
 
 
 

 

It happened 
in a way that many 

never expected, 
that some 

still refuse to accept 
and that many 
do not yet fully 

understand. 
 

It happened 
for the benefit 

of mankind 
and for 

 the glory of God. 
 

And it was good. 

 
Coming Up In Part 4: The Fine Points Of Redempt ion 
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God’s  Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church   

ARTICLE 2 
WE BELIEVE  

166 Faith is a personal act - the free response of the human person to the initiative of God who 

reveals himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No one can believe alone, just as no one can live 
alone. You have not given yourself faith as you have not given yourself life. The believer has 
received faith from others and should hand it on to others. Our love for Jesus and for our neighbor 
impels us to speak to others about our faith. Each believer is thus a link in the great chain of 
believers. I cannot believe without being carried by the faith of others, and by my faith I help 
support others in the faith.  

167 "I believe" (Apostles' Creed) is the faith of the Church professed personally by each believer, 

principally during Baptism. "We believe" (Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed) is the faith of the 
Church confessed by the bishops assembled in council or more generally by the liturgical assembly 
of believers. "I believe" is also the Church, our mother, responding to God by faith as she teaches 
us to say both "I believe" and "We believe".  

I. "LORD, LOOK UPON THE FAITH OF YOUR CHURCH"  

168 It is the Church that believes first, and so bears, nourishes and sustains my faith. Everywhere, 
it is the Church that first confesses the Lord: "Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you", 
as we sing in the hymn "Te Deum"; with her and in her, we are won over and brought to confess: "I 
believe", "We believe". It is through the Church that we receive faith and new li fe in Christ by 
Baptism. In the Rituale Romanum, the minister of Baptism asks the catechumen: "What do you ask 
of God's Church?" And the answer is: "Faith." "What does faith offer you?" "Eternal life."

54
  

169 Salvation comes from God alone; but because we receive the life of faith through the Church, 

she is our mother: "We believe the Church as the mother of our new birth, and not in the Church as 
if she were the author of our salvation."

55
 Because she is our mother, she is also our teacher in the 

faith.  

II. THE LANGUAGE OF FAITH  

170 We do not believe in formulas, but in those realities they express, which faith allows us to 

touch. "The believer's act [of faith] does not terminate in the propositions, but in the realities [which 
they express]."

56
 All the same, we do approach these realities with the help of formulations of the 

faith which permit us to express the faith and to hand it on, to celebrate it in community, to 
assimilate and live on it more and more.  

171 The Church, "the pillar and bulwark of the truth", faithfully guards "the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints". She guards the memory of Christ's words; it is she who from generation 
to generation hands on the apostles' confession of faith.

57
 As a mother who teaches her children to 

speak and so to understand and communicate, the Church our Mother teaches us the language of 
faith in order to introduce us to the understanding and the life of faith.  

III. ONLY ONE FAITH  

172 Through the centuries, in so many languages, cultures, peoples and nations, the Church has 

constantly confessed this one faith, received from the one Lord, transmitted by one Baptism, and 
grounded in the conviction that all people have only one God and Father.

58
 St. Irenaeus of Lyons, a 

witness of this faith, declared:  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

173 "Indeed, the Church, though scattered throughout the whole world, even to the ends of the 
earth, having received the faith from the apostles and their disciples. . . guards [this preaching and 
faith] with care, as dwelling in but a single house, and similarly believes as if having but one soul 
and a single heart, and preaches, teaches and hands on this faith with a unanimous voice, as if 
possessing only one mouth."

59
  

174 "For though languages differ throughout the world, the content of the Tradition is one and the 

same. The Churches established in Germany have no other faith or Tradition, nor do those of the 
Iberians, nor those of the Celts, nor those of the East, of Egypt, of Libya, nor those established at 
the center of the world. . ."

60
 The Church's message "is true and solid, in which one and the same 

way of salvation appears throughout the whole world."
61

  

175 "We guard with care the faith that we have received from the Church, for without ceasing, 
under the action of God's Spirit, this deposit of great price, as if in an excellent vessel, is constantly 
being renewed and causes the very vessel that contains it to be renewed."

62
  

IN BRIEF  

176 Faith is a personal adherence of the whole man to God who reveals himself. It involves an 
assent of the intellect and will to the self-revelation God has made through his deeds and words.  

177 "To believe" has thus a twofold reference: to the person, and to the truth: to the truth, by trust 
in the person who bears witness to it.  

178 We must believe in no one but God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

179 Faith is a supernatural gift from God. In order to believe, man needs the interior helps of the 
Holy Spirit.  

180 "Believing" is a human act, conscious and free, corresponding to the dignity of the human 
person.  

181 "Believing" is an ecclesial act. The Church's faith precedes, engenders, supports and 
nourishes our faith. The Church is the mother of all believers. "No one can have God as Father 
who does not have the Church as Mother" (St. Cyprian, De unit. 6: PL 4, 519).  

182 We believe all "that which is contained in the word of God, written or handed down, and which 
the Church proposes for belief as divinely revealed" (Paul VI, CPG § 20).  

183 Faith is necessary for salvation. The Lord himself affirms: "He who believes and is baptized will 
be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mk 16:16).  

184 "Faith is a foretaste of the knowledge that will make us blessed in the li fe to come" (St. 
Thomas Aquinas. Comp. theol. 1, 2).  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section 
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The Fine Points Of Redemption  
(Volume 1 - Part 4) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
Satan, blinded by pride, made a number of mistakes. First, he actually believed 
that he could overthrow God.  Next, Satan believed that he could cause God to 
change His "mind" and alter the divine plan that He (God) had ordained for 
creation. Finally (probably in a desperate effort to avoid hell) Satan thought he 
could cleverly appropriate for himself, all of man's God-given gifts … and that he 
might actually be allowed to keep them. 
 

While Satan was wrong on all  counts, his diabolical plan almost 
worked. In the end, the " father of all lies"  turned out to be his own 
worst enemy.  
 

After Adam fell from grace, man was left powerless and destitute. Satan became 
the new "landlord" on earth and forced man to exist under punitive and oppressive 
conditions that were calculated to keep man in his "debt" forever. Adam (and all 
his descendents) had truly become slaves to sin, and without divine assistance, it 
would always be so. 
 

The Old Testament 
book of Exodus 
gives us a vivid 
account of what it's 
like to live in slavery 
under a wicked ruler. 
In it, we also discover 
the love and power of 
God. Exodus is only 
forty chapters long, 
but it's full of 
spectacular, 
prophetic, 
supernatural events. 
If you're not into reading, rent or purchase Cecil B. DeMille's, The Ten 
Commandments (1956, 245 minutes) on video or DVD. ABC TV runs it at Easter 
time every year, as well.  
 

A quick study of Exodus 
  
There's a lot of stuff going on here. Some key points and parallels: 
 

The Egyptian Pharaoh was originally good and treated the Hebrews fairly. 
Pharaoh later became evil and enslaved them. Satan too, started out good and 
later became an evil enslaver of men. 
 

When Pharaoh attempted to control the Hebrew population by killing all their newly 
born male babies, the infant Moses was saved from death. 

Moses Lifts His Staff And Calls On God To Part The Red Sea 
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King Herod attempted to kill the baby Jesus in a very similar way.  In both cases, 
the attempt was unsuccessful. 
 
Pharaoh made slaves of the Hebrews and refused to let them go. Satan enslaved 
mankind and refused to release man from eternal slavery to sin. 
 
God raised up Moses and gave Him supernatural assistance to induce Pharaoh to 
release the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. God sent His Son, complete with 
miracles, to deliver mankind from the domination of Satan. 
 
A major battle between good and evil occurred.  Pharaoh imposed draconian 
measures on the Hebrews, causing them much suffering.  Christ, of course, 
endured much suffering to successfully complete His mission. 
 
The "blood of the lamb" on their doorposts saved Moses and the Hebrews at 
Passover and defeated Pharaoh. Jesus, the "Lamb of God" saved us by shedding 
His own blood to defeat Satan. 
 
The bones of the Passover lamb were not 
to be broken and the body of the lamb 
was to be eaten. Jesus was brutally 
crucified, yet none of His bones were 
broken. We eat the real and true Body of 
the risen Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Hebrew Passover bread is pierced and 
striped. Jesus, our "Bread of Life" was 
also pierced (with thorns and nails) and striped (scourged). 
 
The Hebrews passed through the Red Sea, which was parted by the power of the 
Holy Spirit … "baptism by water and the Holy Spirit", which finally broke the power 
of Pharaoh over them. Jesus told us that all men must be reborn by water and the 
Holy Spirit … "Sacramental Baptism" … which finally breaks the power Satan has 
over us. 
 
Moses came out of Egypt. So did Jesus (St. Joseph took Jesus and Mary to Egypt 
to elude Herod's killers). 
 
Moses received the Law (Ten Commandments) on the first Pentecost, 50 days 
after Passover. We received the Church on Pentecost, 50 days after Jesus died 
and rose again. 
 
Through Moses, God instituted the Old Testament priesthood. Through His Son 
Jesus, on Holy Thursday at the Last Supper, God instituted the New Testament 
priesthood. 
 
The Hebrews went astray and sinned constantly, but God forgave them and 
continued to care for them. Ditto for us, today. 
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God sent daily manna … "bread from heaven" to sustain His people in the desert. 
God gives us the body, blood, soul and divinity of His Son, Jesus, at daily Mass, to 
sustain us in our life. 
 
God dwelled with His people in the desert tabernacle. God dwells with us today in 
the tabernacle of every Catholic Church, every Eucharistic Adoration Chapel and 
in the soul of every faithful and repentant Christian. 
 
Moses and the Hebrews spent a lifetime (40 years) in the desert. Only the just 
(and very few) got to "cross over" the Jordan River and make it to the "Promised 
Land". We spend a lifetime learning to know and love God. Only the "justified in 
Christ" (hopefully, many) get to "cross over" from death to life and make it to our 
"Promised Land" … heaven. 
 

There's probably much more we can learn from the Book of 
Exodus, but that's enough for now. Take the time to study it 
yourself and see where it leads you. 
 
We know, from Scripture and actual events, that Satan was once a good angel to 
whom God granted sweeping powers and awesome authority. For reasons 
unknown to us, much of Satan's power and authority remained, even after he 
rebelled and came under God's judgment for the first time.  
 

We also know that Satan was sentenced to spend eternity in hell, along with all the 
other fallen angels. For reasons known only to God, his sentence (and apparently, 
some other's) would not be served out in this age, which is pre-destined to last for 
only a finite period of time, but in the next, which is believed to be eternal.  
 

One thing is certain: God's Law has always applied to Satan, just 
as it applies to you and me. While Satan might resent it, (and 
certainly deny it) he is allowed to operate only within the limits of 
the power and authority granted to him by God. 
 

Herein lies the key to man's redemption. 
 

According to God's law, the penalty for sin is death. Sin causes us to lose grace 
and without grace, death is a certainty. 
 

Satan was allowed to tempt, and then, gain power over man, so Satan is said to 
be the one who has been given the "power of death". Adam is unable to pass 
along to his offspring that which he does not possess. Hence, every human is born 
lacking grace, and every human is born subject to death, and enslaved by Satan. 
 

The only way the cycle of sin and death could be broken was if, 
somehow, a man could be born without sin, and remain that way 
(sinless) for as long as he lived. Satan would have no power or 
authority over such a man.  
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But, that man would have to live in a world dominated by Satan, a world populated 
with those who, wittingly or otherwise, do Satan's bidding. Life would not be easy. 
 

The battle between the forces of good and evil would be constant. 
The stakes would be very, very high and one simple little mistake 
could ruin everything. Certainly, much suffering would have to be 
endured for the sake of r ighteousness. 
 

We know that God chose to send His only begotten Son, Jesus, to become a 
sinless man and to die for us. We know that God preserved Mary, the Mother of 
God, from original sin so Jesus would have no contact whatsoever, with sin.  
 

Conceived in Mary's womb by the power of the Holy Spirit, having no sinful human 
father, Jesus, "the New Adam" was born fully God and fully man. Emmanuel, (God 
with us) the promised "seed" of the "woman" would finally and decisively, "crush 
the head" of that old serpent, the devil. 
 

Jesus' mission of redemption was threefold 
 

v Destroy Satan's power over the world 
 

v Forgive sin and restore God's grace to man 
 

v Inaugurate the Kingdom of God On Earth 
 

For thousands of years Satan caused the deaths of countless good men and 
prophets of God, so it was only "natural" for Satan to do the same to Jesus. 
 

Of course, Satan often used wil ling accomplices to do h is dir ty work. This  
time he used pagan Rome (Pontius Pi late, et  al) a corrupt group of Jewish 
officials (the Chief Pr iests, Scr ibes and Pharisees) and Judas (one of the 
apostles) to achieve h is ends. 
 

Luke 22:2 - 5  And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might put 
Jesus to death: but they feared the people. And Satan entered into Judas, who 
was surnamed Iscariot, one of the twelve. And he went and discoursed with the 
chief priests and the magistrates, how he might betray him to them. And they 
were glad and covenanted to give him money. 

  

But Satan made a serious tactical error. 
 

All those who came before were s inners subject to  death under the law. But 
Jesus never sinned, so no one, (not even the devi l, h imself) had the 
authority to k il l Him! Jesus, o f course, knew this .  
 

John 10:17 - 18  Therefore doth the Father love me: because I lay down my life, 
that I may take it again. No man taketh it away from me: but I lay it down of 
myself. And I have power to lay it down: and I have power to take it up again. 
This commandment have I received of my Father.  

 

By causing the death of Jesus, a sinless and innocent man (who is also the 
Son of God) Satan shattered  God's Law of Sin and Death. The moment Jesus 
died; Satan once again came under God’s judgment. 
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You won't find the full account of this story in the Bible, but we know something 
like it must have happened, because God's love and justice is the underlying 
"bedrock" upon which the whole redemptive process rests. Here's what we do 
know: 
 

Hebrews 2:9 - 15  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, 
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour: that, through the 
grace of God he might taste death for all. For it became him for whom are all 
things and by whom are all things, who had brought many children into glory, to 
perfect the author of their salvation, by his passion.  
For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one. For which 
cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying: I will declare thy name to 
my brethren: in the midst of the church will I praise thee. And again: I will put my 
trust in him. And again: Behold I and my ch ildren, whom God hath given me. 
Therefore because the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
in like manner hath been partaker of the same: that, through death, he might 
destroy him who had the empire of death, that is to say, the devil: And might 
deliver them, who through the fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
servitude.  

  
Imagine Jesus and Satan standing trial before God the Father. Satan exceeded 
his authority and (brutally, sadistically) killed Jesus, an innocent (sinless) man, 
who is also the Son of God. The facts are clear. Satan is  guilty . 
 

In matters of this type, justice requires that the "guilty" party (Satan) pay 
compensation to the "damaged" party (Jesus). 
 

What do you think would constitute appropriate compensation in 
this case? 
 

Of course!  When he sinned, the "first" Adam gave dominion over the earth to 
Satan. It's only fair then, for Satan, (who broke the same law Adam did) to pay a 
similar penalty to Jesus, the "New Adam". 
 

Satan's power over the earth  was forfeit and he was left dest itute. Roughly 
translated, he would " eat dirt" . (Genesis 3:14) 
 

John 12:31  Now is the judgment of the world: now shall the prince of this world 
(Satan) be cast out. 

 

Dominion over the earth  was awarded to " the man"  Jesus. Roughly 
translated, Satan's " head was crushed" . (Genesis 3:15) 

 

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus coming, spoke to them, saying: All power is given to 
me in heaven and in earth. 

 

Case closed! 
 

Moments later, a Roman spear pierced Christ's lifeless body, and 
a Holy Fountain of water and blood sprang forth. 
 
Water , reminiscent of the cleansing of the world by Noah's flood 
(and our own baptism). 
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Divine blood, without which there could be no restoration of 
grace or forgiveness of sins. Thus, the whole earth was purified 
and eternally consecrated in the name of the one, true God.  
 

Earth would never again be a source of aid and comfort for "the evil one", although 
evil men would continue to give him support and shelter. 
 
Like the lowly serpent, only one place remains for Satan and for all who choose 
evil … the pit of hell! 
 

Further proof that Jesus "cast out"  Satan and shattered the 
power of evil can be found in the prophetic Old Testament 
writings of Isaiah. 
 

Isaiah 61:1 - 2  The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed 
me: he hath sent me to preach to the meek, to heal the contrite of heart, and to 
preach a release to the captives, and deliverance to them that are shut up. To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God: 
to comfort all that mourn … 
 

Our Jewish brethren will tell you that Isaiah speaks of a time when Israel will be 
freed of domination by the nations and once again rise to prominence as a world 
power. That may someday be true, but not yet.  
 
Isaiah's "captives", the ones who are "shut up", were all the Old Testament faithful 
who had died prior to Christ's sacrifice. Deprived of sanctifying grace under 
Satan's dominion, all these souls (from Adam to the Cross) had been waiting 
patiently for God's Promise, Jesus, to come, throw open the "gates of hell" and 
free them from their place of confinement. 
 
Jesus personally spoke of these faithful living souls, too … and in the present 
tense: 
 

Matthew 22:31 - 32 And concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not 
read that which was spoken by God, saying to you: I am the God of Abraham and 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead but of the 
living.  
 
John 8:51 - 58 Amen, amen, I say to you: If any man keeps my word, he shall not 
see death for ever. 
 
The Jews therefore said: Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, 
and the prophets: and thou sayest : If any man keep my word, he shall not taste 
death for ever. 
 
Art thou greater than our father Abraham who is dead? And the prophets are 
dead. Whom dost thou make thyself? 
 
Jesus answered: If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father that 
glorifieth me, of whom you say that he is your God. 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 33 -  

And you have not known him: but I know him. And if I shall say that I know him 
not, I shall be like to you, a liar. But I do know him and do keep his word. 
 
Abraham your father rejoiced that he might see my day: he saw it and was glad. 
The Jews therefore said to him: Thou art not yet fifty years old. And hast thou 
seen Abraham? Jesus said to them: Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham 
was made, I AM.  

 
But not everyone in the netherworld would accompany Jesus to 
heaven. 
 
We’re not told of all the specifics required for salvation in this case, other than 
("If any man keep my word") but we can assume that God treats all of us pretty 
much the same. 
 
A profession of faith in Jesus, coupled with a lifetime of faithful service to God and 
contrition for sins, probably met the minimum requirements. (It still does!) 
 

The truly evil  would remain with Satan, their  chosen one, forever. 
 

Isaiah also speaks of "the day of vengeance of our God: to comfort all that mourn". 
In this case, we must think of God's vengeance as "making things whole again" 
not as man's way of "getting even". 
 

What better way to make things whole, to comfort all those who mourn and fear 
death, than to break the bonds of Satan, (death himself) free the just from their 
captivity, and restore them (and potentially, all of mankind) to eternal life with 
God?   
 

Jesus personally freed all of those captives. They were very 
important to Him and He loved them dearly. This was always 
clearly understood, from the earliest days of the Church and is 
expressly stated in the Apostle's Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  

He descended to the dead ... 
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And Jesus really did have " the kingdom and the power and the 
glory"  to do it. Consider this passage from the Book of 
Revelation, especially, "Fear not …"  and "… the keys …":  

 

Revelation 1:10 - 18  I was in the spirit on the Lord's day and heard behind me a 
great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying: What thou seest, write in a book and send to 
the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 
Pergamus and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 
 
And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. 
 
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks: And in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks, one like to the Son of man (Jesus) with a garment 
down to the feet, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. And his head and 
his hairs were white as white wool and as snow. And his eyes were as a flame of 
fire:  And h is feet like unto fine brass, as in a burning furnace. And his voice as 
the sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars. And from 
his mouth came out a sharp two-edged sword. And his face was as the sun 
shineth in his power. And when I had seen him, I fell at his feet as dead. 
  
And he laid  his right hand upon me, saying: Fear not. I (Jesus) am the 
First and the Last, and alive, and was dead. And behold I am liv ing forever 
and ever and have the keys of death and of hell . 

 
So, the first two parts of Christ's redemptive mission were 
accomplished. Satan's power was broken. Jesus now held power 
over death and hell. The captives were set free, heaven was open, 
and the Kingdom of God was truly at hand.  
 

For the 33 years of His life on earth, Jesus the man, successfully 
resisted the wickedness and snares of the devil and faithfully 
accomplished the will of His heavenly Father in all things, even 
unto death. Once again, the "New Adam" succeeded where the 
first Adam had not. 
 
By definitively rejecting Satan and choosing to do only the will of 
God, His Father, even unto death on the cross, Jesus proved man 
worthy, once again, to receive God's grace.  
 

Romans 5:18 - 19  Therefore, as by the offence of one (Adam), unto al l men to 
condemnation, so also by the justice of one (Jesus), unto all men to justification 
of life. 
 
For as by the disobedience of one man, many were made sinners: so also by the 
obedience of one, many shall be made just.  
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Because He is man, (and He died for us) 
the grace Jesus obtained accrues to the 

benefit of all mankind. 
 

Because He is God, the power and 
efficacy of that grace is infinite and 

eternal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Coming Up In Part 5: Ushering In The Kingdom Of God 
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God’s  Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church  

ARTICLE 4 
"JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS 
BURIED"  

Paragraph 2. Jesus Died Crucified  

I. THE TRIAL OF JESUS  

Divi sions among the Jewish authoritie s concerning Jesus  

595 Among the religious authorities of Jerusalem, not only were the Pharisee Nicodemus 
and the prominent Joseph of Arimathea both secret disciples of Jesus, but there was also 
long-standing dissension about him, so much so that St. John says of these authorities on 
the very eve of Christ's Passion, "many.. . believed in him", though very imperfectly.378 
This is not surprising, if one recalls that on the day after Pentecost "a great many of the 
priests were obedient to the faith" and "some believers. . . belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees", to the point that St. James could tell St. Paul, "How many thousands there are 
among the Jews of those who have believed; and they are all zealous for the Law."379

  

596 The religious authorities in Jerusalem were not unanimous about what stance to take 
towards Jesus.380 The Pharisees threatened to excommunicate his followers.381 To those 
who feared that "everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy both 
our holy place and our nation", the high priest Caiaphas replied by prophesying: "It is 
expedient for you that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation 
should not perish."382 The Sanhedrin, having declared Jesus deserving of death as a 
blasphemer but having lost the right to put anyone to death, hands him over to the 
Romans, accusing him of political revolt, a charge that puts him in the same category as 
Barabbas who had been accused of sedition.383 The chief priests also threatened Pilate 
politically so that he would condemn Jesus to death.384  

Jews are not collectively responsible for Jesus' death  

597 The historical complexity of Jesus' trial is apparent in the Gospel accounts. The personal sin of 
the participants (Judas, the Sanhedrin, Pilate) is known to God alone. Hence we cannot lay 
responsibility for the trial on the Jews in Jerusalem as a whole, despite the outcry of a manipulated 
crowd and the global reproaches contained in the apostles' calls to conversion after Pentecost.

385
 

Jesus himself, in forgiving them on the cross, and Peter in following suit, both accept "the 
ignorance" of the Jews of Jerusalem and even of their leaders.

386
 Still less can we extend 

responsibility to other Jews of different times and places, based merely on the crowd's cry: "His 
blood be on us and on our children!", a formula for ratifying a judicial sentence.

387
 As the Church 

declared at the Second Vatican Council: [N]either all Jews indiscriminately at that time, nor Jews 
today, can be charged with the crimes committed during his Passion. . . [T]he Jews should not be 
spoken of as rejected or accursed as if this followed from holy Scripture.

388
 

 
Al l  sinners were the authors of Ch ri st' s Passi on  

598 In her Magisterial teaching of the faith and in the witness of her saints, the Church has never 
forgotten that "sinners were the authors and the ministers of all the sufferings that the divine 
Redeemer endured."

389
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Taking into account the fact that our sins affect Christ himself,

390
 the Church does not hesitate to 

impute to Christians the gravest responsibility for the torments inflicted upon Jesus, a responsibility 
with which they have all too often burdened the Jews alone:  

We must regard as guilty all those who continue to relapse into their sins. Since 
our sins made the Lord Christ suffer the torment of the cross, those who plunge 
themselves into disorders and crimes crucify the Son of God anew in their hearts 
(for he is in them) and hold him up to contempt. And it can be seen that our crime 
in this case is greater in us than in the Jews. 
 
As for them, according to the witness of the Apostle, "None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." 
We, however, profess to know him. And when we deny him by our deeds, we in 
some way seem to lay violent hands on him.391  
Nor did demons crucify him; it is you who have crucified him and crucify him still, 
when you delight in your vices and sins.392 

 
II. CHRIST'S REDEMPTIVE DEATH IN GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION  
 
"Jesus handed over according to the definite plan of God"  
 

599 Jesus' violent death was not the result of chance in an unfortunate coincidence of 

circumstances, but is part of the mystery of God's plan, as St. Peter explains to the Jews of 
Jerusalem in his first sermon on Pentecost: "This Jesus [was] delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God."

393
 This Biblical language does not mean that those who handed 

him over were merely passive players in a scenario written in advance by God.
394

  
 

600 To God, all moments of time are present in their immediacy. When therefore he establishes 

his eternal plan of "predestination", he includes in it each person's free response to his grace: "In 
this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, to do whatever your hand 
and your plan had predestined to take place."

395
 For the sake of accomplishing his plan of 

salvation, God permitted the acts that flowed from their blindness.
396

  
 
"He died for our sins in accordance w ith the Scriptures"   
 

601 The Scriptures had foretold this divine plan of salvation through the putting to death of "the 
righteous one, my Servant" as a mystery of universal redemption, that is, as the ransom that would 
free men from the slavery of sin.

397
 Citing a confession of faith that he himself had "received", St. 

Paul professes that "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures."
398

 In particular 
Jesus' redemptive death fulfills Isaiah's prophecy of the suffering Servant.

399
 Indeed Jesus himself 

explained the meaning of his life and death in the light of God's suffering Servant.
400

 After his 
Resurrection he gave this interpretation of the Scriptures to the disciples at Emmaus, and then to 
the apostles.

401
  

 
"For our sake God made him to be sin"   
 

602 Consequently, St. Peter can formulate the apostolic faith in the divine plan of salvation in this 

way: "You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers. . . with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was destined before the foundation 
of the world but was made manifest at the end of the times for your sake."

402
 Man's sins, following 

on original sin, are punishable by death.
403

 By sending his own Son in the form of a slave, in the 
form of a fallen humanity, on account of sin, God "made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God."

404 
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603 Jesus did not experience reprobation as if he himself had sinned.
405

 But in the redeeming love 

that always united him to the Father, he assumed us in the state of our waywardness of sin, to the 
point that he could say in our name from the cross: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?"

406
 Having thus established him in solidarity with us sinners, God "did not spare his own Son 

but gave him up for us all", so that we might be "reconciled to God by the death of his Son".
407

  
 
God takes the initiative of universal redeeming love  
 

604 By giving up his own Son for our sins, God manifests that his plan for us is one of benevolent 

love, prior to any merit on our part: 
 
 "In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for 
our sins."

408
 God "shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us."

409
  

 

605 At the end of the parable of the lost sheep Jesus recalled that God's love excludes no one: 

"So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish."
410

 
He affirms that he came "to give his life as a ransom for many"; this last term is not restrictive, but 
contrasts the whole of humanity with the unique person of the redeemer who hands himself over to 
save us.

411
 The Church, following the apostles, teaches that Christ died for all men without 

exception: "There is not, never has been, and never will be a single human being for whom Christ 
did not suffer."

412 

  
III. CHRIST OFFERED HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER FOR OUR SINS  
 
Chri st' s whole l i fe is an offering to the Father  
 

606 The Son of God, who came down "from heaven, not to do [his] own will, but the will of him who 

sent [him]",
413

 said on coming into the world, "Lo, I have come to do your will, O God." "And by that 
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

414
 From 

the first moment of his Incarnation the Son embraces the Father's plan of divine salvation in his 
redemptive mission: "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work."

415
 

The sacrifice of Jesus "for the sins of the whole world"
416

 expresses his loving communion with the 
Father. "The Father loves me, because I lay down my life", said the Lord, "[for] I do as the Father 
has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father."

417
  

 

607 The desire to embrace his Father's plan of redeeming love inspired Jesus ' whole li fe,
418

 for his 

redemptive passion was the very reason for his Incarnation. And so he asked, "And what shall I 
say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, for this purpose I have come to this hour."

419
 And again, 

"Shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given me?"
420

 From the cross, just before " It is 
finished", he said, "I thirst."

421 

  
"The Lamb who takes away the sin of the world"   
 

608 After agreeing to baptize him along with the sinners, John the Baptist looked at Jesus and 
pointed him out as the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world".

422
 By doing so, he 

reveals that Jesus is at the same time the suffering Servant who silently allows himself to be led to 
the slaughter and who bears the sin of the multitudes, and also the Paschal Lamb, the symbol of 
Israel's redemption at the first Passover.

423
 Christ's whole li fe expresses his mission: "to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many."
424

  
 
Jesus freely embraced the Father's redeeming love 
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609 By embracing in his human heart the Father's love for men, Jesus "loved them to the end", for 

"greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."
425

 In suffering and 
death his humanity became the free and perfect instrument of his divine love which desires the 
salvation of men.

426
 Indeed, out of love for his Father and for men, whom the Father wants to save, 

Jesus freely accepted his Passion and death: "No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord."

427
 Hence the sovereign freedom of God's Son as he went out to his death.

428
  

 
At the Last Supper Jesus anticipated the free offering of his l i fe 
  

610 Jesus gave the supreme expression of his free offering of himself at the meal shared with the 

twelve Apostles "on the night he was betrayed".
429

 On the eve of his Passion, while still free,  
Jesus transformed this Last Supper with the apostles into the memorial of his voluntary offering to 
the Father for the salvation of men: "This is my body which is given for you." "This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."

430
  

 

611 The Eucharist that Christ institutes at that moment will be the memorial of his sacrifice.
431

 
Jesus includes the apostles in his own offering and bids them perpetuate it.

432
 By doing so, the 

Lord institutes his apostles as priests of the New Covenant: "For their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in truth."

433 

  
The agony at Gethsemani  
 

612 The cup of the New Covenant, which Jesus anticipated when he offered himself at the Last 
Supper, is afterwards accepted by him from his Father's hands in his agony in the garden at 
Gethsemani,

434
 making himself "obedient unto death". Jesus prays: "My Father, if it be possible, let 

this cup pass from me. . ."
435

 Thus he expresses the horror that death represented for his human 
nature. Like ours, his human nature is destined for eternal life; but unlike ours, it is perfectly exempt 
from sin, the cause of death.

436
 Above all, his human nature has been assumed by the divine 

person of the "Author of li fe", the "Living One".
437

 By accepting in his human will that the Father's 
will be done, he accepts his death as redemptive, for "he himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree."

438
  

 
Chri st' s death is the unique and definitive sacrifice  
 

613 Christ's death is both the Paschal sacrifice that accomplishes the definitive redemption of men, 
through "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world",

439
 and the sacrifice of the New 

Covenant, which restores man to communion with God by reconciling him to God through the 
"blood of the covenant, which was poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins".

440
  

 

614 This sacrifice of Christ is unique; it completes and surpasses all other sacrifices.
441

 First, it is a 
gift from God the Father himself, for the Father handed his Son over to sinners in order to reconcile 
us with himself. At the same time it is the offering of the Son of God made man, who in freedom 
and love offered his life to his Father through the Holy Spirit in reparation for our disobedience.

442
  

 
Jesus substitu tes hi s obedience for our disobedience  
 

615 "For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man's obedience 
many will be made righteous."

443
 By his obedience unto death, Jesus accomplished the substitution 

of the suffering Servant, who "makes himself an offering for sin", when "he bore the sin of many", 
and who "shall make many to be accounted righteous", for "he shall bear their iniquities".

444
 Jesus 

atoned for our faults and made satisfaction for our sins to the Father.
445
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Jesus consummates hi s sacri fice on the cross  
 

616 It is love "to the end"
446

 that confers on Christ's sacrifice its value as redemption and 
reparation, as atonement and satisfaction. He knew and loved us all when he offered his life.

447
 

Now "the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore 
all have died."

448
 No man, not even the holiest, was ever able to take on himself the sins of all men 

and offer himself as a sacrifice for all. The existence in Christ of the divine person of the Son, who 
at once surpasses and embraces all human persons, and constitutes himself as the Head of all 
mankind, makes possible his redemptive sacrifice for all.  
 

617 The Council of Trent emphasizes the unique character of Christ's sacrifice as "the source of 
eternal salvation"

449
 and teaches that "his most holy Passion on the wood of the cross  

merited justification for us."
450

 And the Church venerates his cross as she sings: "Hail, O Cross, our 
only hope."

451
  

 
Our participation in Chri st' s sacrifice  
 

618 The cross is the unique sacrifice of Christ, the "one mediator between God and men".
452

 But 

because in his incarnate divine person he has in some way united himself to every man, "the 
possibility of being made partners, in a way known to God, in the paschal mystery" is offered to all 
men.

453
 He calls his disciples to "take up [their] cross and follow [him]",

454
 for "Christ also suffered 

for [us], leaving [us] an example so that [we] should follow in his steps."
455

 In fact Jesus desires to 
associate with his redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its first beneficiaries.

456
 This is 

achieved supremely in the case of his mother, who was associated more intimately than any other 
person in the mystery of his redemptive suffering.

457
  

Apart from the cross there is no other ladder by which we may get to heaven.458 
 
IN BRIEF  
 
619 "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures" (I Cor 15:3).  
620 Our salvation flows from God's initiative of love for us, because "he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the expiation for our sins" (I Jn 4:10). "God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself" (2 
Cor 5:19).  
621 Jesus freely offered himself for our salvation. Beforehand, during the Last Supper, he both 
symbolized this offering and made it really present: "This is my body which is given for you" (Lk 
22:19).  
622 The redemption won by Christ consists in this, that he came "to give his life as a ransom for 
many" (Mt 20:28), that is, he "loved [his own] to the end" (Jn 13:1), so that they might be 
"ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] fathers" (I Pt 1:18).  
623 By his loving obedience to the Father, "unto death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:8), Jesus 
fulfills the atoning mission (c f. Is 53:10) of the suffering Servant, who will "make many righteous; 
and he shall bear their iniquities" (Is 53:11; cf. Rom 5:19).  

 
Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section 
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Ushering In The Kingdom Of God 
(Volume 1 - Part 5) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
People often confuse the Kingdom of Heaven with the Kingdom of God. The 

terms sound similar and are often used interchangeably, but they're different. 
 

The "Kingdom of Heaven"  is the place where God dwells with His 
angels and saints.  Not everyone can live there. God decides. 
Only He is the judge. Once admitted, heavenly "citizenship"  (as 
far as we know) is eternally guaranteed.  Existence there is said 
to be "glorious" . 
 

Romans 8:16 - 18  For the Spirit himself giveth testimony to our spirit that we are 
the sons of God. And if sons, heirs also; heirs indeed of God and joint heirs with 
Christ: yet so, if we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified with him. For I 
reckon that the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory to come that shall be revealed in us. 

 

The "Kingdom of God"  is a state of being which exists any time 
the Holy Spir it accepts an invitation to take up residence in a 
human soul. 
 

From Adam until the time of Christ, the Kingdom of God was manifest on the earth 
only when God, Himself chose to make an appearance, to dwell with us over the 
Ark of the Covenant, or to abide with us in the Jerusalem Temple. But this was far 
from the ideal, for our Creator is a personal 
God, not one who chooses to live in tents or 
in man made structures. 
 
In the fullness of time, Mary, " full  of 
grace"  became the first "l iving 
temple"  of the Holy Spir it since 
Adam's fall. The Kingdom had 
come!  
 

Luke 17:20 - 21  And being asked by the 
Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answering them and said: 
The kingdom of God cometh not with observation. Neither shall they say: Behold 
here, or behold there. For lo, the kingdom of God is within you. 

 
With the birth of Jesus, the Eternal Word made flesh; God's 
Anointed One; the Kingdom of God became the most powerful 
force on earth. 
 

So it was first Mary, and then, Jesus who perfectly accomplished the will of God 
on earth, just as it is routinely done in heaven. 
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The miracles of Jesus were the first visible signs that God's 
Kingdom had truly come. 
 

There are stories of miracles performed by Jesus even while He was a young child 
living in Egypt, but little evidence to support them. There is no doubt, however, that 
Jesus performed numerous miracles from the earliest days of His public life in the 
Holy Land, starting with the wedding at Cana. 
 

The Apostles were so impressed with Jesus' loving, divinely charismatic 
personality, great wisdom and supernatural powers; they wanted to be like Him in 
all things. It didn't take them long to realize that Jesus seemed to replenish His 
strength through regular sessions of fervent, devout prayer. Soon, they prevailed 
upon Jesus to "teach us to pray". 
 

Luke 11:1  And it came to pass that as he was in a certain place praying, when he 
ceased, one of his disciples said to him: Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples. 

 

Jesus gave us "The Lord's Prayer"  so that we might ask God for the 
grace to live per fect ly, just like His divine Son.  
 

Matthew 6:9 - 13  Thus therefore shall you pray: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our supersubstantial bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us 
from evil. Amen.  

 

Reading the Lord's Prayer, translated as it is shown above, from Latin, to 17th 
century English, it's not difficult to imagine Jesus responding to the unnamed 
disciple, "This is what I say when I pray to my Father (and yours).  Now, do as I 
do." 
 

The Holy Spir it led the disciples to ask Jesus to teach them to pray 
and it 's the Holy Spir it who continues to inspire and sanct ify t he 
fait hful on earth today. Choosing to cooperate with the Spirit, we 
proclaim God's Kingdom come. 
 

How do we ident ify others who are part of God's Kingdom? It's simple! 
  

Matthew 7:20  Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them. 
 
John 13:35  By this shall all men know that you are my discip les, if you have love 
one for another. 
 

Galatians 5:22 -23  But the fruit of the Spirit is, charity, joy, peace, patience, 
benignity, goodness, longanimity, mi ldness, faith, modesty, continency, chastit y.  

 

Thanks to our Savior, anyone can become a " t emple"  of the Holy 
Spir it; a living, breathing, walking "Kingdom" just by being bapt ized 
in fait h, into the Church. 
 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 43 -  

 

John 3:3 - 5  Jesus answered and said to him: Amen, amen, I say to thee, unless 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith to 
him: How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother's womb and be born again? Jesus answered: Amen, amen, I say to thee, 
unless a man be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

  
Some maintain that only a profession of faith is necessary, but I prefer to take my 
orders directly from Jesus (and His Holy Catholic Church), who considered the 
Sacrament of Baptism so important that Christ Himself received it. His Father in 
heaven agreed! 
 

Matthew 3:13 - 17   Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan, unto John, to 
be baptized by him. But John stayed him, saying: I ought to be baptized by thee, 
and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering, said to him: Suffer it to be so 
now. For so it becometh us to fulfil all justice. Then he suffered him. And Jesus 
being baptized, forthwith came out of the water: and lo, the heavens were 
opened to him: and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming 
upon him. And behold a voice from heaven saying: This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.  
 

Matthew 28:18 - 20  And Jesus coming, spoke to them, saying: All power is given 
to me in heaven and in earth. Going 
therefore, teach ye all nations: baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. And behold I am 
with you all days, even to the 
consummation of the world.  

 
Just as Christ's birth powerfully proclaimed 
"God's Kingdom" on earth, our "rebirth in 
the Holy Spirit" through the sacrament of 
Baptism, banishes sin and proclaims ”God's 
Kingdom" to the whole of creation.  This  is powerful s tuff!   
 

You might ask, " If God's Kingdom is so powerful, why then, is 
there still so much evil in the world, today?"  
 

Let's look at the problem of evil in contemporary terms. 
 
As this is being written, the United States is at war in Iraq. Death and destruction is 
a daily occurrence, with heavy casualties on both sides. All this conflict goes on 
despite the fact that the Iraqi leader, Sadaam Hussein has been out of power 
since April of 2003 and has since been captured and locked up in jail. 
 

Sadaam Hussein is powerless, yet his followers continue to fight. In fact, they 
often choose to fight while mixing in with groups of innocent civilians (for protection 
and cover). 
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We know that Jesus vanquished Satan as well, leaving him powerless, yet Satan's 
troops (those who are either totally committed to evil or don't know any better) 
continue to fight. For protection and cover, they also mix in with the good. 
 

So long as people continue to believe lies and fail to heed God's 
Law of love, there will continue to be war … between countries … 
between men … between good and evil. 
 
Evil will be with us until the end, but good will win out. God will see to that, 
personally. 
 
Jesus told us as much in the parable of the wheat and the cockle 
weeds. This is the true state of the world. Read i t carefully. There 
wi ll  be a test! 
 

Matthew 13:24 - 30  Another parable he 
proposed to them, saying: The kingdom of 
heaven is likened to a man that sowed 
good seed in his field. 
 

But while men were asleep, his enemy 
came and oversowed cockle among the 
wheat and went his way. And when the 
blade was sprung up, and had brought 
forth fruit, then appeared also the cockle. 
 

And the servants of the good man of the 
house coming said to him. Sir, didst thou 
not sow good seed in thy field? Whence 
then hath it cockle? 
 
And he said to them: An enemy hath done this. And the servants said to him: 
Wilt thou that we go and gather it up? And he said : No, lest perhaps gathering up 
the cockle, you root up the wheat also together with it. 
Suffer both to grow until the harvest, and in the time of the harvest I will say to 
the reapers: Gather up first the cockle, and bind it into bundles to burn, but the 
wheat gather ye into my barn. 
  

Here's what Jesus revealed about the true meaning of the parable 
of the wheat and the cockle weeds: 
 

Matthew 13:36 - 43  Then having sent away the multitudes, he came into the 
house, and his disciples came to him, saying: Expound to us the parable of the 
cockle of the field. 
 
Who made answer and said to them: He that soweth the good seed is the Son of 
man (Jesus). And the field is the world. And the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom. And the cockle are the children of the wicked one. And the enemy that 
sowed them, is the devil. 
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But the harvest is the end of the world. And the reapers are the angels. 
 
Even as cockle therefore is gathered up, 
and burnt with fire: so shall it be at the 
end of the world. 
 
The Son of man shall send his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all scandals, and them that work iniquity. 
And shall cast them into the furnace of 
fire: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 
 
Then shall the just shine as the sun, in 
the kingdom of their Father. 
 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

 
After reading Christ's own simple and concise explanation, you should be able to 
appreciate why we have traditionally viewed hell as a place of fiery suffering and 
heaven as a place of sweetness and light. You should also understand that God 
will finally and completely; rid the world of every evil. 
 

Now, for the test … 
 
Our job, as God's good and faithful children, is to oppose evil 
whenever we encounter it, to reject sin, to love God and love one 
another. We are to sacrifice, but never despair, and always keep 
the faith. The just will be rewarded, and God Himself will take care 
of the problem of evil. We have His Word on i t! 

 
Luke 18:29 - 30  … Amen, I say to you, there is no man that hath left home or 
parents or brethren or wife or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall 
not receive much more in this present time, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.  

 

Can you do this for a li fetime? If so, you'l l  likely, pass the test! 
 

Matthew 24:13 - 14  But he that shall persevere to the end, he shall be saved. And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world, for a testimony 
to all nations: and then shall the consummation come. 

 

We must understand that it is possible to lose God's grace and 
forfeit our place in God's Kingdom. 

 
Consider the Hebrews, God's Chosen People: The only nation on 
earth through which God chose to reveal Himself;  the nation that 
gave us the Bible, Mary, and the Messiah ... 
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The Holy Spirit, the source of all wisdom, dwelled in the Temple at Jerusalem, yet 
the very people who were responsible for maintaining the Temple Worship System 
obstinately refused to recognize God's own Son. Instead, they opposed Him at 
every turn and finally, had Him crucified. 
 

Here's what Jesus told those Chief Priests and Pharisees about 
losing the Kingdom:  

 

Matthew 21:42 - 44 Jesus saith to them: Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the 
corner? By the Lord this has been done; and it is wonderful in our eyes. 
Therefore I say to  you that the kingdom of God shall be taken from you and shall  
be given to a nation yielding the fruits thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it shall grind him to 
powder.  

 

And here's what happened in the Jewish Temple at the moment of 
Christ's death: 
 

Mark 15:37 - 39  And Jesus, having cried out with a loud voice, gave up the 
ghost.  And the veil of the temple was rent in two, from the top to the bottom. 
And the centurion who stood over against him, seeing that crying out in this 
manner he had given up the ghost. said: Indeed this man was the son of God.  

 
Supernatural darkness covered the earth, the ground quaked and the veil of the 
Temple was torn down the middle as the Holy Spiri t withdrew His presence 
(and the Kingdom) from that magnificent, but now, cursed edifice. 
 

The starkness of Catholic Churches on Good Friday and the lack 
of holy water in the fonts, commemorates this state of spir itual 
desolation, soon to be replaced by the abundant spir itual fruits of 
Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday (which, interestingly 
enough, is also the Jewish Feast of First Fruits). 
 

Within forty years, (the span of one Biblical generation) the Jerusalem Temple 
ceased to exist.  
 

Referring to the earlier passage from Matthew 21:42, who is the 
"nation"  that would now receive God's Kingdom? 
 

Matthew 21:43  Therefore I say to you that the kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you and shall  be given to a nation yielding the fruits thereof. 

 
That "nation"  is the Holy Catholic Church, which Jesus Himself 
established, and of which Jesus remains the head. Here's what 
St. Peter, our first Pope, speaking in the original scriptural 
context, said about the Church: 
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1Peter 2:6 - 10  Wherefore it is said in the 
scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious. And he that shall believe 
in him shall not be confounded. 
 

To you therefore that believe, he is honor: but to 
them that believe not, the stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is made the head of 
the corner:  And a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of scandal, to them who stumble at the word, 
neither do believe, whereunto also they are set. 
 

But you are a chosen generation, a kingly 
priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people: 
that you may declare his virtues, who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 
Who in times past were not a people: but are now 
the people of God. Who had not obtained mercy: 
but now have obtained mercy. 
 

The purpose of the new "Nation of 
Nations"  (the Church) is clear: to yield 
the Fruits of the Holy Spiri t to as many 
as would be baptized. Read the 
scripture passage once again: 
 

Matthew 21:43  Therefore I say to you that the 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you and 
shall be given to a nation yielding the fruits 
thereof. 
 
 

Jesus, in His infinite love, mercy, and 
creativity established His Church as the ordinary means for 
people from every generation to be released from the power of 
sin, and ini tiated into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Here's why … 
 

Left to our own devices, we would probably allow Satan (once again) to 
snooker us out of al l our newly won graces in twenty-four hours or less. 
Then, we would be right back where we (and Adam) started ! 
 

The Church is Holy because God maintains ownership of it and keeps it that way. 
We may participate, but we don't own or control it. In fact, through redemption, 
God owns us! That's why St. Peter calls us "a purchased people". We continue to 
be born lacking grace, subject to baptism, and God bestows freely on whomsoever 
He wills, through His Church. This system keeps the Church eternally out of 
Satan's grasp, yet always available to us sinners. That's Good !   
 
 

Jesus, the Cornerstone 
Of the Church, With A 

Symbol of the Holy Spirit 
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But St. Paul tells us about many ways we can still personally forfeit God's grace 
and lose our share in God's Kingdom. He also reminds us that Jesus gave us, 
through His Church, the Sacraments, particularly Baptism and Reconciliation, with 
the power to make us new once, then again and again, any time we ask: 
 

1Corinthians 6:8 - 11  But you do wrong and defraud: and that to your brethren.  
Know you not that the unjust shall not possess the kingdom of God? Do not err: 
Neither fornicators nor idolaters nor adulterers: Nor the effeminate nor liars with 
mankind nor thieves nor covetous nor drunkards nor railers nor extortioners 
shall possess the kingdom of God. And such some of you were. But you are 
washed: but you are sanctified: but you are justified: in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God. 

 

Galatians 5:19 - 21  Now the works of the flesh are manifest: which are 
fornication, uncleanness, immodesty, luxury, Idolatr y, witchcrafts, enmities, 
contentions, emulations, wraths, quarrels, dissensions, sects, Envies, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like. Of the which I foretell you, as I have 
foretold to you, that they who do such things shall not obtain the kingdom of 
God.  

 

Because the Church is Holy (and will  always be so, by d ivine decree) it  wil l 
always be preserved from evi l. That makes the Church a refuge for  sinners 
and the perfect ear thly Trustee and d ispenser of al l God's grace. 
 

That certainly does not rule out the possibility that evil people will belong to, or 
even temporarily exert control over certain aspects of the Church. It does mean 
that God has the right to remove anyone He deems unfit from participation. But 
how He chooses to do that is up to Him. 
 

Borrowing a line from the comedian, Bill Cosby, 
" I brought you into this world … and I can take you out!"  
God certainly has that power over His Church. 
 

In His wisdom, Jesus endowed His 
incorruptible Church with all the grace that 
He obtained for us through His perfect life 
and His sacrificial death. He remains the 
head of the Church. We are the body.  
 

Once baptized, all we have to do is ask 
for whatever we need and our needs will 
be met through the infinite merit and 
grace He makes present for us in the 
Mass, the Sacraments and the devotions 
of His Church. 
 

In truth, anyone whom God 
chooses to save or grace, whether or not they are baptized, or 
have ever physically set foot in a Church, receives from the same 
source; God, through His One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church. 
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That's what the Church means when they teach: outside the Catholic Church, 
there is no salvation. 
 
Put another way, Jesus has entrusted His Church with ALL the 
grace and merit He obtained for us. If any person is saved, that 
person is saved by that grace which God has already provided to 
and made present in His Church. 
 
The ordinary means God employs to give us 
grace and power in His name are the Mass, 
the Holy Eucharist, all the other Sacraments, 
plus various types of prayers and devotions, 
like the Rosary, augmented by occasional 
fasting and other types of personal sacrifices. 
 
 Catholics will tell you the story of a 
man dying of thirst in the desert.  
 

 
Coming at last, upon a pool of cool, clear water, 

which would you choose? 
 

Jump in bodily and dr ink unti l fu lly and total ly sat isfied - (Mass and Holy 
Eucharist) 
 

Scoop up a bucket full and dr ink it  down, pouring it  al l over yourself in the 
process; also saving some for later - (Other Sacraments) 
 

Scoop up some water with your cupped hands and sip - (Prayer alone)  
 

Of course, some might opt to do al l three. So much the better! 
 
It's l ike that with grace, too ... not to say that God can't make special 
arrangements any time He chooses. It just makes good sense to always choose 
the most abundant channel of grace avai lable. 
 

Fortified with God's grace through His Church, we're called to spread the good 
news of His Kingdom to all nations and to baptize in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Through His Church, the Holy Spirit 
comes to live in the souls of the faithful. 

Doing so, the "Kingdom of God"  
is powerfully manifest 

upon the earth. 
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When Jesus returns at the end of the Age 
as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 

death, Satan, and ev il will f inally be destroyed, 
and all th ings will be made new again. 

 

The process of divine restoration continues ... 
 

Luke 13:18 - 20  He said therefore: To what is the kingdom of 
God like, and whereunto shall I resemble it? 
 
It  is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and cast 
into his garden: and i t grew and became a great tree, and the 
birds of the air lodged in the branches thereof. 

 
The Kingdom is that "mustard seed" which has today, grown up into a 
"great tree" (the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ).  You and I are 
the "birds" who receive spiritual food and shelter there.  Jesus is the 
"man".  The earth is His "garden".  Of course, we are also creatures of 
"the air", which is another symbol of the Holy Spiri t, who is always 
there to inspire us and guide us home. Simple.  Yes? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coming Up In Part 6: Hello God. Nice To Meet Ya! 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 

SECTION TWO 
THE LORD'S PRAYER  
" OUR FATHER!"   

ARTICLE 3 
THE SEVEN PETITIONS  

2803 After we have placed ourselves in the presence of God our Father to adore and to love and 
to bless him, the Spirit of adoption stirs up in our hearts seven petitions, seven blessings. The first 
three, more theological, draw us toward the glory of the Father; the last four, as ways toward him, 
commend our wretchedness to his grace. "Deep calls to deep."

63
  

2804 The first series of petitions carries us toward him, for his own sake: thy name, thy kingdom, 
thy will ! It is characteristic of love to think first of the one whom we love. In none of the three 
petitions do we mention ourselves; the burning desire, even anguish, of the beloved Son for his 
Father's glory seizes us:

64
 "hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done. . . . " These 

three supplications were already answered in the saving sacrifice of Christ, but they are henceforth 
directed in hope toward their final fulfillment, for God is not yet all in all.

65
  

2805 The second series of petitions unfolds with the same movement as certain Eucharistic 
epicleses: as an offering up of our expectations, that draws down upon itself the eyes of the Father 
of mercies. They go up from us and concern us from this very moment, in our present world: "give 
us . . . forgive us . . . lead us not . . . deliver us. . . . " The fourth and fi fth petitions concern our life 
as such - to be fed and to be healed of sin; the last two concern our battle for the victory of li fe - 
that battle of prayer.  

2806 By the three first petitions, we are strengthened in faith, filled with hope, and set aflame by 

charity. Being creatures and still sinners, we have to petition for us, for that "us" bound by the world 
and history, which we offer to the boundless love of God. For through the name of his Christ and 
the reign of his Holy Spirit, our Father accomplishes his plan of salvation, for us and for the whole 
world.  

* I. "HALLOWED BE THY NAME"  

2807 The term "to hallow" is to be understood here not primarily in its causative sense (only God 
hallows, makes holy), but above all in an evaluative sense: to recognize as holy, to treat in a holy 
way. And so, in adoration, this invocation is sometimes understood as praise and thanksgiving.

66
 

But this petition is here taught to us by Jesus as an optative: a petition, a desire, and an 
expectation in which God and man are involved. Beginning with this first petition to our Father, we 
are immersed in the innermost mystery of his Godhead and the drama of the salvation of our 
humanity. Asking the Father that his name be made holy draws us into his plan of loving kindness 
for the fullness of time, "according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ," that we might "be 
holy and blameless before him in love."

67
  

2808 In the decisive moments of his economy God reveals his name, but he does so by 
accomplishing his work. This work, then, is realized for us and in us only if his name is hallowed by 
us and in us.  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

2809 The holiness of God is the inaccessible center of his eternal mystery. What is revealed of it in 
creation and history, Scripture calls "glory," the radiance of his majesty.

68
 In making man in his 

image and likeness, God "crowned him with glory and honor," but by sinning, man fell "short of the 
glory of God."

69
 From that time on, God was to manifest his holiness by revealing and giving his 

name, in order to restore man to the image of his Creator.
70

  

2810 In the promise to Abraham and the oath that accompanied it,
71

 God commits himself but 

without disclosing his name. He begins to reveal it to Moses and makes it known clearly before the 
eyes of the whole people when he saves them from the Egyptians: "he has triumphed gloriously."

72
 

From the covenant of Sinai onwards, this people is "his own" and it is to be a "holy (or 
"consecrated": the same word is used for both in Hebrew) nation,"

73
 because the name of God 

dwells in it.  

2811 In spite of the holy Law that again and again their Holy God gives them - "You shall be holy, 
for I the LORD your God am holy" - and although the Lord shows patience for the sake of his 
name, the people turn away from the Holy One of Israel and profane his name among the 
nations.

74
 For this reason the just ones of the old covenant, the poor survivors returned from exile, 

and the prophets burned with passion for the name.  

2812 Finally, in Jesus the name of the Holy God is revealed and given to us, in the flesh, as 

Savior, revealed by what he is, by his word, and by his sacrifice.
75

 This is the heart of his priestly 
prayer: "Holy Father . . . for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be consecrated in 
truth."

76
 Because he "sanctifies" his own name, Jesus reveals to us the name of the Father.

77
 At 

the end of Christ's Passover, the Father gives him the name that is above all names: "Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

78
  

2813 In the waters of Baptism, we have been "washed . . . sanctified . . . justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God."

79
 Our Father calls us to holiness in the whole of 

our li fe, and since "he is the source of [our] life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and . . .sanctification,"

80
 both his glory and our li fe depend on the hallowing of his name in us 

and by us. Such is the urgency of our first petition.  

By whom is God hallowed, since he is the one who hallows? But since he said, "You shall 
be holy to me; for I the LORD am holy," we seek and ask that we who were sanctified in 
Baptism may persevere in what we have begun to be. And we ask this daily, for we need 
sanctification daily, so that we who fail daily may cleanse away our sins by being sanctified 
continually. . . . We pray that this sanctification may remain in us.

81
  

 

2814 The sanctification of his name among the nations depends inseparably on our life and our 

prayer:  
 

We ask God to hallow his name, which by its own holiness saves and makes holy all 
creation . . . . It is this name that gives salvation to a lost world. But we ask that this name 
of God should be hallowed in us through our actions. For God's name is blessed when we 
live well, but is blasphemed when we live wickedly. As the Apostle says: "The name of God 
is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you." We ask then that, just as the name of 
God is holy, so we may obtain his holiness in our souls.

82
  

When we say "hallowed be thy name," we ask that it should be hallowed in us, who are in 
him; but also in others whom God's grace still awaits, that we may obey the precept that 
obliges us to pray for everyone, even our enemies. That is why we do not say expressly 
"hallowed be thy name 'in us,"' for we ask that it be so in all men.

83
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2815 This petition embodies all the others. Like the six petitions that follow, it is fulfilled by the 

prayer of Christ. Prayer to our Father is our prayer, if it is prayed in the name of Jesus.
84

 In his 
priestly prayer, Jesus asks: "Holy Father, protect in your name those whom you have given me."

85
  

 
II. "THY KINGDOM COME"  

2816 In the New Testament, the word basileia can be translated by "kingship" (abstract noun), 

"kingdom" (concrete noun) or "reign" (action noun). The Kingdom of God lies ahead of us. It is 
brought near in the Word incarnate, it is proclaimed throughout the whole Gospel, and it has come 
in Christ's death and Resurrection. The Kingdom of God has been coming since the Last Supper 
and, in the Eucharist, it is in our midst. The kingdom will come in glory when Christ hands it over to 
his Father: It may even be . . . that the Kingdom of God means Christ himself, whom we daily 
desire to come, and whose coming we wish to be manifested quickly to us. For as he is our 
resurrection, since in him we rise, so he can also be understood as the Kingdom of God, for in him 
we shall reign.

86
  

 

2817 This petition is "Marana tha," the cry of the Spirit and the Bride: "Come, Lord Jesus."  
Even if it had not been prescribed to pray for the coming of the kingdom, we would willingly 
have brought forth this speech, eager to embrace our hope. In indignation the souls of the 
martyrs under the altar cry out to the Lord: "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before you judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell upon the earth?" For their 
retribution is ordained for the end of the world. Indeed as soon as possible, Lord, may your 
kingdom come!

87
  

 

2818 In the Lord's Prayer, "thy kingdom come" refers primarily to the final coming of the reign of 

God through Christ's return.
88

 But, far from distracting the Church from her mission in this present 
world, this desire commits her to it all the more strongly. Since Pentecost, the coming of that Reign 
is the work of the Spirit of the Lord who "complete[s] his work on earth and brings us the fullness of 
grace."

89
  

 

2819 "The kingdom of God [is] righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit."
90

 The end-time 

in which we live is the age of the outpouring of the Spirit. Ever since Pentecost, a decisive battle 
has been joined between "the flesh" and the Spirit.

91
  

 
Only a pure soul can boldly say: "Thy kingdom come." One who has heard Paul say, "Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies," and has purified himself in action, thought 
and word will say to God: "Thy kingdom come!"

92
  

 

2820 By a discernment according to the Spirit, Christians have to distinguish between the growth 
of the Reign of God and the progress of the culture and society in which they are involved. This 
distinction is not a separation. Man's vocation to eternal li fe does not suppress, but actually 
reinforces, his duty to put into action in this world the energies and means received from the 
Creator to serve justice and peace.

93
  

 

2821 This petition is taken up and granted in the prayer of Jesus which is present and effective in 

the Eucharist; it bears its fruit in new li fe in keeping with the Beatitudes.
94

  
 
III. "THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN"  

2822 Our Father "desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth."
95

 He "is 
forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish."

96
 His commandment is "that you love 

one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another."
97

 This commandment 
summarizes all the others and expresses his entire will.  
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2823 "He has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 

forth in Christ . . . to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we 
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will."

98
 We ask insistently for this loving plan 

to be fully realized on earth as it is already in heaven.  
 

2824 In Christ, and through his human will, the will of the Father has been perfectly fulfilled once 
for all. Jesus said on entering into this world: "Lo, I have come to do your will, O God."

99
 Only Jesus 

can say: "I always do what is pleasing to him."
100

 In the prayer of his agony, he consents totally to 
this will: "not my will, but yours be done."

101
 For this reason Jesus "gave himself for our sins to 

deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father."
102

 "And by that 
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

103 

  

2825 "Although he was a Son, [Jesus] learned obedience through what he suffered."
104

 How much 
more reason have we sinful creatures to learn obedience - we who in him have become children of 
adoption. We ask our Father to unite our will to his Son's, in order to fulfill his will, his plan of 
salvation for the li fe of the world. We are radically incapable of this, but united with Jesus and with 
the power of his Holy Spirit, we can surrender our will to him and decide to choose what his Son 
has always chosen: to do what is pleasing to the Father.

105
  

 
In committing ourselves to [Christ], we can become one spirit with him, and thereby 
accomplish his will, in such wise that it will be perfect on earth as it is in heaven.

106
  

Consider how Jesus Christ] teaches us to be humble, by making us see that our virtue 
does not depend on our work alone but on grace from on high. He commands each of the 
faithful who prays to do so universally, for the whole world. For he did not say "thy will be 
done in me or in us," but "on earth," the whole earth, so that error may be banished from it, 
truth take root in it, all vice be destroyed on it, virtue flourish on it, and earth no longer differ 
from heaven.

107 

  
2826 By prayer we can discern "what is the will of God" and obtain the endurance to do it.

108
 Jesus 

teaches us that one enters the kingdom of heaven not by speaking words, but by doing "the will of 
my Father in heaven."

109
  

 

2827 "If any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him."
110

 Such is the power 
of the Church's prayer in the name of her Lord, above all in the Eucharist. Her prayer is also a 
communion of intercession with the all-holy Mother of God

111
 and all the saints who have been 

pleasing to the Lord because they willed his will alone:  
It would not be inconsistent with the truth to understand the words, "Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven," to mean: "in the Church as in our Lord Jesus Christ himself"; or "in 
the Bride who has been betrothed, just as in the Bridegroom who has accomplished the 
will of the Father."

112
  

 
IV. "GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD"  

2828 "Give us": The trust of children who look to their Father for everything is beautiful. "He makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust."

113
 He gives 

to all the living "their food in due season."
114

 Jesus teaches us this petition, because it glorifies our 
Father by acknowledging how good he is, beyond all goodness. 
  

2829 "Give us" also expresses the covenant. We are his and he is ours, for our sake. But this "us" 
also recognizes him as the Father of all men and we pray to him for them all, in solidarity with their 
needs and sufferings.  
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2830 "Our bread": The Father who gives us life cannot not but give us the nourishment life requires 

- all appropriate goods and blessings, both material and spiritual. In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus insists on the filial trust that cooperates with our Father's providence.

115
 He is not inviting us 

to idleness,
116

 but wants to relieve us from nagging worry and preoccupation. Such is the filial 
surrender of the children of God: 
 

To those who seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness, he has promised to give all 
else besides. Since everything indeed belongs to God, he who possesses God wants for 
nothing, if he himself is not found wanting before God.

117
  

 

2831 But the presence of those who hunger because they lack bread opens up another profound 
meaning of this petition. The drama of hunger in the world calls Christians who pray sincerely to 
exercise responsibility toward their brethren, both in their personal behavior and in their solidarity 
with the human family. This petition of the Lord's Prayer cannot be isolated from the parables of the 
poor man Lazarus and of the Last Judgment.

118
  

 

2832 As leaven in the dough, the newness of the kingdom should make the earth "rise" by the 
Spirit of Christ.

119
 This must be shown by the establishment of justice in personal and social, 

economic and international relations, without ever forgetting that there are no just structures 
without people who want to be just. 
  

2833 "Our" bread is the "one" loaf for the "many." In the Beatitudes "poverty" is the virtue of 
sharing: it calls us to communicate and share both material and spiritual goods, not by coercion but 
out of love, so that the abundance of some may remedy the needs of others.

120
 

 

2834 "Pray and work."
121

 "Pray as if everything depended on God and work as if everything 
depended on you."

122
 Even when we have done our work, the food we receive is still a gift from our 

Father; it is good to ask him for it and to thank him, as Christian families do when saying grace at 
meals. 
  

2835 This petition, with the responsibility it involves, also applies to another hunger from which 
men are perishing: "Man does not live by bread alone, but . . . by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God,"

123
 that is, by the Word he speaks and the Spirit he breathes forth. Christians 

must make every effort "to proclaim the good news to the poor." There is a famine on earth, "not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD."

124
 For this reason the 

specifically Christian sense of this fourth petition concerns the Bread of Life: The Word of God 
accepted in faith, the Body of Christ received in the Eucharist.

125
  

 

2836 "This day" is also an expression of trust taught us by the Lord,
126

 which we would never have 

presumed to invent. Since it refers above all to his Word and to the Body of his Son, this "today" is 
not only that of our mortal time, but also the "today" of God.  
 

If you receive the bread each day, each day is today for you. If Christ is yours today, he 
rises for you every day. How can this be? "You are my Son, today I have begotten you." 
Therefore, "today" is when Christ rises.

127
  

 

2837 "Daily" (epiousios) occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. Taken in a temporal sense, 

this word is a pedagogical repetition of "this day,"
128

 to confirm us in trust "without reservation." 
Taken in the qualitative sense, it signifies what is necessary for li fe, and more broadly every good 
thing sufficient for subsistence.

129
 Taken literally (epi-ousios: "super-essential" ), it refers directly to 

the Bread of Life, the Body of Christ, the "medicine of immortality," without which we have no li fe 
within us.

130
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Finally in this connection, its heavenly meaning is evident: "this day" is the Day of the Lord, the day 
of the feast of the kingdom, anticipated in the Eucharist that is already the foretaste of the kingdom 
to come. For this reason it is fitting for the Eucharistic liturgy to be celebrated each day.  

The Eucharist is our daily bread. The power belonging to this divine food makes it a bond 
of union. Its effect is then understood as unity, so that, gathered into his Body and made 
members of him, we may become what we receive. . . . This also is our daily bread: the 
readings you hear each day in church and the hymns you hear and sing. All these are 
necessities for our pilgrimage.

131
  

The Father in heaven urges us, as children of heaven, to ask for the bread of heaven. 
[Christ] himself is the bread who, sown in the Virgin, raised up in the flesh, kneaded in the 
Passion, baked in the oven of the tomb, reserved in churches, brought to altars, furnishes 
the faithful each day with food from heaven.

132
  

 
V. "AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS 
AGAINST US"  

2838 This petition is astonishing. If it consisted only of the first phrase, "And forgive us our 

trespasses," it might have been included, implicitly, in the first three petitions of the Lord's Prayer, 
since Christ's sacrifice is "that sins may be forgiven." But, according to the second phrase, our 
petition will not be heard unless we have first met a strict requirement. Our petition looks to the 
future, but our response must come first, for the two parts are joined by the single word "as."  
 
And forgive us ou r trespasses . . .  

2839 With bold confidence, we began praying to our Father. In begging him that his name be 
hallowed, we were in fact asking him that we ourselves might be always made more holy. But 
though we are clothed with the baptismal garment, we do not cease to sin, to turn away from God. 
Now, in this new petition, we return to him like the prodigal son and, like the tax collector, recognize 
that we are sinners before him.

133
 Our petition begins with a "confession" of our wretchedness and 

his mercy. Our hope is firm because, in his Son, "we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins."
134

 
We find the efficacious and undoubted sign of his forgiveness in the sacraments of his Church.

135 

  

2840 Now - and this is daunting - this outpouring of mercy cannot penetrate our hearts as long as 
we have not forgiven those who have trespassed against us. Love, like the Body of Christ, is 
indivisible; we cannot love the God we cannot see if we do not love the brother or sister we do 
see.

136
 In refusing to forgive our brothers and sisters, our hearts are closed and their hardness 

makes them impervious to the Father's merciful love; but in confessing our sins, our hearts are 
opened to his grace.  
 
2841 This petition is so important that it is the only one to which the Lord returns and which he 
develops explicitly in the Sermon on the Mount.

137
 This crucial requirement of the covenant mystery 

is impossible for man. But "with God all things are possible."
138

  
. . . as we forgive those who trespass against us  
 

2842 This "as" is not unique in Jesus' teaching: "You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect"; "Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful"; "A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another."

139
 It is 

impossible to keep the Lord's commandment by imitating the divine model from outside; there has 
to be a vital participation, coming from the depths of the heart, in the holiness and the mercy and 
the love of our God. Only the Spirit by whom we live can make "ours" the same mind that was in 
Christ Jesus.

140
 Then the unity of forgiveness becomes possible and we find ourselves "forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ forgave" us.
141
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2843 Thus the Lord's words on forgiveness, the love that loves to the end,

142
 become a living 

reality. The parable of the merciless servant, which crowns the Lord's teaching on ecclesial 
communion, ends with these words: "So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother from your heart."

143
 It is there, in fact, "in the depths of the heart," that 

everything is bound and loosed. It is not in our power not to feel or to forget an offense; but the 
heart that offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the memory in 
transforming the hurt into intercession.  
 

2844 Christian prayer extends to the forgiveness of enemies,
144

 transfiguring the disciple by 

configuring him to his Master. Forgiveness is a high-point of Christian prayer; only hearts attuned to 
God's compassion can receive the gift of prayer. Forgiveness also bears witness that, in our world, 
love is stronger than sin. The martyrs of yesterday and today bear this witness to Jesus. 
Forgiveness is the fundamental condition of the reconciliation of the children of God with their 
Father and of men with one another.

145
  

 

2845 There is no limit or measure to this essentially divine forgiveness,
146

 whether one speaks of 
"sins" as in Luke (11:4), "debts" as in Matthew (6:12). We are always debtors: "Owe no one 
anything, except to love one another."

147
 The communion of the Holy Trinity is the source and 

criterion of truth in every relation ship. It is lived out in prayer, above all in the Eucharist.
148 

  
God does not accept the sacrifice of a sower of disunion, but commands that he depart 
from the altar so that he may first be reconciled with his brother. For God can be appeased 
only by prayers that make peace. To God, the better offering is peace, brotherly concord, 
and a people made one in the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

149 

  
VI. "AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION"  

2846 This petition goes to the root of the preceding one, for our sins result from our consenting to 

temptation; we therefore ask our Father not to "lead" us into temptation. It is difficult to translate the 
Greek verb used by a single English word: the Greek means both "do not allow us to enter into 
temptation" and "do not let us yield to temptation."

150
 "God cannot be tempted by evil and he 

himself tempts no one";
151

 on the contrary, he wants to set us free from evil. We ask him not to 
allow us to take the way that leads to sin. We are engaged in the battle "between flesh and spirit"; 
this petition implores the Spirit of discernment and strength. 
  

2847 The Holy Spirit makes us discern between trials, which are necessary for the growth of the 
inner man,

152
 and temptation, which leads to sin and death.

153
 We must also discern between being 

tempted and consenting to temptation. Finally, discernment unmasks the lie of temptation, whose 
object appears to be good, a "delight to the eyes" and desirable,

154
 when in reality its fruit is death.  

 
God does not want to impose the good, but wants free beings. . . . There is a certain 
usefulness to temptation. No one but God knows what our soul has received from him, not 
even we ourselves. But temptation reveals it in order to teach us to know ourselves, and in 
this way we discover our evil inclinations and are obliged to give thanks for the goods that 
temptation has revealed to us.

155
  

 

2848 "Lead us not into temptation" implies a decision of the heart: "For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. . . . No one can serve two masters."

156
 "If we live by the Spirit, let us 

also walk by the Spirit."
157

 In this assent to the Holy Spirit the Father gives us strength. "No testing 
has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, so that you may 
be able to endure it."

158
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2849 Such a battle and such a victory become possible only through prayer. It is by his prayer that 

Jesus vanquishes the tempter, both at the outset of his public mission and in the ultimate struggle 
of his agony.

159
 In this petition to our heavenly Father, Christ unites us to his battle and his agony. 

He urges us to vigilance of the heart in communion with his own. Vigilance is "custody of the heart," 
and Jesus prayed for us to the Father: "Keep them in your name."

160
 The Holy Spirit constantly 

seeks to awaken us to keep watch.
161

 Finally, this petition takes on all its dramatic meaning in 
relation to the last temptation of our earthly battle; it asks for final perseverance. "Lo, I am coming 
like a thief! Blessed is he who is awake."

162 

  
VII "BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL"   

2850 The last petition to our Father is also included in Jesus' prayer: "I am not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one."

163
 It touches each of us 

personally, but it is always "we" who pray, in communion with the whole Church, for the deliverance 
of the whole human family. The Lord's Prayer continually opens us to the range of God's economy 
of salvation. Our interdependence in the drama of sin and death is turned into solidarity in the Body 
of Christ, the "communion of saints."

164
  

 

2851 In this petition, evil is not an abstraction, but refers to a person, Satan, the Evil One, the 

angel who opposes God. The devil (dia-bolos) is the one who "throws himself across" God's plan 
and his work of salvation accomplished in Christ. 
  
2852 "A murderer from the beginning, . . . a liar and the father of lies," Satan is "the deceiver of the 
whole world."

165
 Through him sin and death entered the world and by his definitive defeat all 

creation will be "freed from the corruption of sin and death."
166

 Now "we know that anyone born of 
God does not sin, but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. 
We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one."

167 

  
The Lord who has taken away your sin and pardoned your faults also protects you and 
keeps you from the wiles of your adversary the devil, so that the enemy, who is 
accustomed to leading into sin, may not surprise you. One who entrusts himself to God 
does not dread the devil. "If God is for us, who is against us?"

168
  

 

2853 Victory over the "prince of this world"
169

 was won once for all at the Hour when Jesus freely 

gave himself up to death to give us his life. This is the judgment of this world, and the prince of this 
world is "cast out."

170
 "He pursued the woman"

171
 but had no hold on her: the new Eve, "full of 

grace" of the Holy Spirit, is preserved from sin and the corruption of death (the Immaculate 
Conception and the Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God, Mary, ever virgin). "Then the 
dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring."

172
 

Therefore the Spirit and the Church pray: "Come, Lord Jesus,"
173

 since his coming will deliver us 
from the Evil One.  
 

2854 When we ask to be delivered from the Evil One, we pray as well to be freed from all evils, 

present, past, and future, of which he is the author or instigator. In this final petition, the Church 
brings before the Father all the distress of the world. Along with deliverance from the evils that 
overwhelm humanity, she implores the precious gift of peace and the grace of perseverance in 
expectation of Christ's return By praying in this way, she anticipates in humility of faith the 
gathering together of everyone and everything in him who has "the keys of Death and Hades," who 
"is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

174
  

 
Deliver us, Lord, we beseech you, from every evil and grant us peace in our day, so that 
aided by your mercy we might be ever free from sin and protected from all anxiety, as we 
await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

175
  

 

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section 
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Hell And High Water 

Matthew 24:38 - 39  For, as in the days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, even 
till that day in which Noah entered into the ark: And they knew 
not till the flood came and took them all away: so also shall the 
coming of the Son of man be. 
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Hello God. Nice to Meet Ya! 
(Volume 1 - Part 6) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

God has a Holy Name and He wants you to know it. 
 

Sometime around the year 1500 BC the great prophet, Moses, was tending sheep 
in the Midian desert when he came across a bush that seemed to be on fire but 
wasn’t being consumed. The “Burning Bush” then spoke, explaining to Moses the 
initial details of his mission to free the Israelites from slavery. 
 
Amazed by this unexpected turn of events, Moses still had the good sense to ask, 
“What will I say to the people when they ask who sent me to them?” At that, the 
One, True God of all creation revealed His Holy Name to Moses, saying: 
 

" I Am Who I Am; and He said, 
thus you shall say to the 
sons of Israel, 

I AM has sent me to you... 

this is My eternal name, and 
this is how I am to be recalled 
for all generations."  
(Exodus 3:14-15) 

 
 
From that day forward, the Holy Name of 
the mysterious God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob was known to the Israelites. As far as we can tell, the entire 
conversation was conducted (and later, written) in the Hebrew language, which is 
quite different than English, Hebrew being written from right to left, using no 
punctuation, and having no vowels (A-E-I-O-U’s). 

 
 

I AM is the English rendering of the Hebrew word for the Name of God. 
Moses would have spelled it . 
Translated from Hebrew, it is YHWH. 

We spell it Yahweh. Pronounce it reverently: Ya–ha–vey. 
 
The Second Commandment declares God’s Name to be Holy and cautions us to 
use it only with the utmost veneration and respect. See Exodus 20:7: 
 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that shall take the name of the Lord his God in vain.  

To avoid any possibility of offense against the Holy Name, (YHWH – I AM) the 
ancient Hebrews, (and many of today’s devout Jews) would substitute the word 
“Lord” or some similar term.  
 

 14
th

 century illustration 
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Thanks to our Savior and His Holy Catholic Church, we know Yahweh God a lot 
better today than the early Hebrews did, so we usually just call Him “God” 
(affectionately and respectfully). 
 

Romans 8:15  For you have not received the spirit of bondage again in fear: but 
you have received the spirit of adoption of sons, whereby we cry: Abba (Father). 
  
Galatians 4:6-7  And because you are sons, God hath sent the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying: Abba, Father. Therefore, now he is not a servant, but a 
son. And if a son, an heir also through God.  

 
The “spirit” of the word, “Abba” is most correctly translated as “daddy” or “papa”. 
Through our Baptism into the Church, of which Jesus is the head, we now have 
the right to truthfully and affectionately call His Father our own. 
 
When the Son of God gave us the “Our Father” or “Lord’s Prayer” He followed the 
common practice of the time and did not use the Holy Name, saying instead, “Our 
Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.”  
 
Another way we give thanks and praise to God is by employing the traditional word 
“Al leluia” in song or prayer (meaning: hallowed be the name of Yahweh).  

 
The 14th century illustration shows Moses kneeling before the “Burning Bush”. 
Examine it carefully and note two interesting details: 
 

1) Moses has horns. 
2) The figure of God looks exactly like Jesus. 

 
So, you thought only Satan had “horns”? Actually, Moses spent so much time in 
the presence of God that his whole body became transformed. He certainly had a 
supernatural “glow” about him (the “halo effect” commonly employed by religious 
artists to indicate a blessed or holy person). 
 
Look at Exodus 34:29-30: 
 

And when Moses came down from the Mount Sinai, he held the two tables of the 
testimony, and he knew not that his face was horned from the conversation of 
the Lord. And Aaron and the children of Israel seeing the face of Moses horned, 
were afraid to come near. 

 
When St. Jerome translated the Old Testament into Latin, there was no easy way 
to describe the “halo effect”, so language was used indicating “projections from the 
head or face”.  
 
Today, we know that the “projections” were shafts of light (radiance), but the Latin 
rendering looked like “horns”, so there you have it. Many statues from earlier times 
also show Moses with “horns”.  
 
This is also true of Satan’s “horns”. Though fallen, he remains an angel. 
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But since Satan is truly an evi l creature, we still choose to portray him with horns 
… plus cleft hoofs, tail, goatee beard, red outfit, pitchfork, etc. What does Satan 
really look like? Read 2nd Corinthians 11:14: 
 

And no wonder: for Satan himself transformeth himself into an angel of light. 
 

For a more detailed description of Satan, look at Ezekiel 28: 12-15: 
 

And say to him: Thus saith the Lord God: Thou 
wast the seal of resemblance, full of wisdom, 
and perfect in beauty. Thou wast in the 
pleasures of the paradise of God: every 
precious stone was thy covering: the sardius, 
the topaz, and the jasper, the chrysolite, and 
the onyx, and the beryl, the sapphire, and the 
carbuncle, and the emerald: gold the work of 
thy beauty: and thy pipes were prepared in the 
day that thou wast created. Thou a cherub 
stretched out, and protecting, and I set thee in 
the holy mountain of God, thou hast walked in 
the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day of thy 
creation, until iniquity was found in thee.  

 

Satan is an angel who was created to protect God’s throne. He was exceedingly 
beautiful, shiny and wise (the Hebrew term used for “serpent” (Satan) in the 
Garden of Eden means “glittering one”). It is theorized that he made beautiful 
music whenever he moved! Everything was fine until he became prideful and tried 
to overthrow God. From other Bible texts, we know that 1/3 of the angels sided 
with Satan. The battle in the heavens still rages today, but Satan has already lost! 
The prophet Isaiah (Chapter 14: 12-19) tells us of his ultimate fate: 
 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, who didst rise in the morning? how 
art thou fallen to the earth, that didst wound the nations? And thou saidst in thy 
heart: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God, I 
will sit in the mountain of the covenant, in the sides of the north. I will ascend 
above the height of the clouds, I will be like the most High. But yet thou shalt be 
brought down to hell, into the depth of the pit. They that shall see thee, shall turn 
toward thee, and behold thee. Is this the man that troubled the earth, that shook 
kingdoms, That made the world a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof, 
that opened not the prison to his prisoners?  
All the kings of the nations have all of them slept in glory, every one in his own 
house. But thou art cast out of thy grave, as an unprofitable branch defiled, and 
wrapped up among them that were slain by the sword, and art gone down to the 
bottom of the pit, as a rotten carcass.  

 
Having said this much about Satan already, we might just as well wrap it up with 
some critically important details from St. Paul in Galatians 1:8-12: 
 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach a gospel to you besides that 
which we have preached to you, let him be anathema. As we said before, so now 
I say again: If any one preach to you a gospel, besides that which you have 
received, let him be anathema. For do I now persuade men, or God? 

 
Satan befor e the fall 
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Or do I seek to please men? If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ. For I give you to understand, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not according to man. For neither did I receive it of man: nor 
did I learn it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

 

St. Paul understood the reality of spiritual beings like good angels and fallen 
angels (devils). He knew what they are capable of, because he studied scripture, 
was personally “recruited” by the risen and ascended Jesus and was empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. In the above passage, he reminds us (twice) that Satan can 
easily masquerade as a good angel and tell very convincing lies. St. Paul strongly 
cautions us to beware of anyone, even an angel from heaven preaching a 
gospel that is dif ferent from the true gospel. He said all this for a very good 
reason. His boss (God) could see the future!  
 
Five hundred years after St. Paul’s warning, Mohammed would claim to receive a 
revelation from the angel Gabriel that denied Jesus is the Son of God, denied 
Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, and denied Jesus rose again 
from the dead. This “revelation” to “Allah’s Iast prophet” also flagrantly denied 
numerous other parts of inspired scriptu re from both the Old and New 
Testaments, changing important details and even denying the historical reality  
of events that had already occurred.   

 
Obviously, Mohammed never read the warning contained in Galatians 1:8. 
He couldn’t read. Perhaps he was deceived by a supernatural being 
masquerading as someone he was not?  
 
I have a similar problem with the Mormon patriarch, Joseph Smith, who claimed to 
receive his “revelation” (another “gospel” obviously describing some other “christ”, 
who has Satan for a brother) from yet another “angel”. 

 
Then, we have Jehovah’s Witnesses, who deny Jesus is God, claiming that 
Jesus is none other than Michael the Archangel, and mistranslat ing their own 
version of the Bible to prove it. Who is “Jehovah” anyway? Are they referring to 
our Father, Yahweh? Do you like it when someone misspells your name? 
 
St. John had something very important to say about this kind of thing, when He 
wrote of Antichr ist . Read 1st John 4: 1 - 3: 
 

Dearly beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits if they be of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. By this is the spirit of 
God known. Every spirit which confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: And every spirit that dissolveth Jesus is not of God. And this is 
Antichrist, of whom you have heard that he cometh: and he is now already in the 
world.  
 

Going back to the 14th century illustration again, why is God pictured there as 
Jesus? Several possibilities exist. Look at John 14:7 - 9: 
 

If you had known me, you would without doubt have known my Father also: and 
from henceforth you shall know him. And you have seen him.  
Philip saith to him: Lord, show us the Father; and it is enough for us.  
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Jesus saith to him: Have I been so long a time with you and have you not known 
me? Philip, he that seeth me seeth the Father also. How sayest thou: Show us 
the Father?  

 

Here, Jesus tells the Apostles that when they see Him, they see the Father. Jesus 
is the Logos, the image of His Father. Also, some theologians (a minority) think 
that Jesus (before He took on flesh) has always been the member of the Holy 
Trinity who, throughout history, appeared to and worked with men on the earth 
(theophany). 
 

Is Jesus saying that He and His Father look the same, or is He saying that when 
men of old (like Adam, Cain, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, etc.) thought 
they saw the Father, they were really seeing Him? Perhaps both? I don’t know for 
sure, but consider these verses from John 1:18 and 6:46: 
 

No man hath seen God at any time: the only begotten Son who is in the Bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared him. 
Not that any man hath seen the Father: but he who is of God, he hath seen the 
Father. 

 

Today, we know Yahweh God (I AM) as Father, Brother, Spirit, Trinity, Creator, 

Priest, Savior, Sustainer and heavenly Advocate. He is the Eternal One, the 
Supreme Being, the Alpha and the Omega; He Who Is outside of time and 

unaffected by its’ passage.  When you think about it, isn’t that what I AM really 

means? Could you describe Him any better? Why not give it a try? But right now, 
please take a moment to give Him thanks and to praise His Holy Name.   
 

A L L E L U I A ! (aah - lay - loo - Ya!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Up In Part 7: Yahweh’s Savior 
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GOD REVEALS HIS NAME  

203 God revealed himself to his people Israel by making his name known to them. A name 

expresses a person's essence and identity and the meaning of this person's life. God has a name; 
he is not an anonymous force. To disclose one's name is to make oneself known to others; in a 
way it is to hand oneself over by becoming accessible, capable of being known more intimately and 
addressed personally.  

204 God revealed himself progressively and under different names to his people, but the revelation 
that proved to be the fundamental one for both the Old and the New Covenants was the revelation 
of the divine name to Moses in the theophany of the burning bush, on the threshold of the Exodus 
and of the covenant on Sinai.  

The l iving God  

205 God calls Moses from the midst of a bush that burns without being consumed: "I am the God 
of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."

9
 God is the God of 

the fathers, the One who had called and guided the patriarchs in their wanderings. He is the faithful 
and compassionate God who remembers them and his promises; he comes to free their 
descendants from slavery. He is the God who, from beyond space and time, can do this and wills 
to do it, the God who will put his almighty power to work for this plan.  

" I Am who I Am"  

Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you', and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to 
them?" God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of 
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you'. . . this is my name for ever, and thus I am to be 
remembered throughout all generations."

10
 

206 In revealing his mysterious name, YHVH (" I AM HE WHO IS", "I AM WHO AM" or "I AM WHO 
I AM"), God says who he is and by what name he is to be called. This divine name is mysterious 
just as God is mystery. It is at once a name revealed and something like the refusal of a name, and 
hence it better expresses God as what he is - infinitely above everything that we can understand or 
say: he is the "hidden God", his name is ineffable, and he is the God who makes himself close to 
men.

11
  

207 By revealing his name God at the same time reveals his faithfulness which is from everlasting 
to everlasting, valid for the past ("I am the God of your father"), as for the future (" I will be with 
you").

12
 God, who reveals his name as "I AM", reveals himself as the God who is always there, 

present to his people in order to save them.  

208 Faced with God's fascinating and mysterious presence, man discovers his own insignificance. 

Before the burning bush, Moses takes off his sandals and veils his face in the presence of God's 
holiness.

13
 Before the glory of the thrice-holy God, Isaiah cries out: "Woe is me! I am lost; for I am a 

man of unclean lips."
14

 Before the divine signs wrought by Jesus, Peter exclaims: "Depart from me, 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord."

15
 But because God is holy, he can forgive the man who realizes that 

he is a sinner before him: "I will not execute my fierce anger. . . for I am God and not man, the Holy 
One in your midst."

16 
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The apostle John says likewise: "We shall. . . reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything."

17
  

209 Out of respect for the holiness of God, the people of Is rael do not pronounce his name. In the 
reading of Sacred Scripture, the revealed name (YHWH) is replaced by the divine title "LORD" (in 
Hebrew Adonai, in Greek Kyrios). It is under this title that the divinity of Jesus will be acclaimed: 
"Jesus is LORD."  

"A God merciful and gracious"   

210 After Israel 's sin, when the people had turned away from God to worship the golden calf, God 

hears Moses' prayer of intercession and agrees to walk in the midst of an unfaithful people, thus 
demonstrating his love.

18
 When Moses asks to see his glory, God responds "I will make all my 

goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you my name 'the LORD' [YHWH]."
19

 Then the 
LORD passes before Moses and proclaims, "YHWH, YHWH, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness"; Moses then confesses that the LORD is a 
forgiving God.

20
  

211 The divine name, "I Am" or "He Is", expresses God's faithfulness: despite the faithlessness of 

men's sin and the punishment it deserves, he keeps "steadfast love for thousands".
21

 By going so 
far as to give up his own Son for us, God reveals that he is "rich in mercy".

22
 By giving his life to 

free us from sin, Jesus reveals that he himself bears the divine name: "When you have li fted up the 
Son of man, then you will realize that "I AM"."

23
  

God alone IS  

212 Over the centuries, Israel's faith was able to manifest and deepen realization of the riches 
contained in the revelation of the divine name. God is unique; there are no other gods besides 
him.

24
 He transcends the world and history. He made heaven and earth: "They will perish, but you 

endure; they will all wear out like a garment. . . .but you are the same, and your years have no 
end."

25
 In God "there is no variation or shadow due to change."

26
 God is "HE WHO IS", from 

everlasting to everlasting, and as such remains ever faithful to himself and to his promises.  

213 The revelation of the ineffable name "I AM WHO AM" contains then the truth that God alone 

IS. The Greek Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, and following it the Church's 
Tradition, understood the divine name in this sense: God is the fullness of Being and of every 
perfection, without origin and without end. All creatures receive all that they are and have from him; 
but he alone is his very being, and he is of himself everything that he is.  

III. GOD, "HE WHO IS", IS TRUTH AND LOVE  

214 God, "HE WHO IS", revealed himself to Israel as the one "abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness".

27
 These two terms express summarily the riches of the divine name. In all his works 

God displays, not only his kindness, goodness, grace and steadfast love, but also his 
trustworthiness, constancy, faithfulness and truth. "I give thanks to your name for your steadfast 
love and your faithfulness."

28
 He is the Truth, for "God is light and in him there is no darkness"; 

"God is love", as the apostle John teaches.
29

  

God i s Truth  

215 "The sum of your word is truth; and every one of your righteous ordinances endures forever."
30 
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 "And now, O LORD God, you are God, and your words are true";
31

 this is why God's promises 
always come true.

32
 God is Truth itself, whose words cannot deceive. This is why one can abandon 

oneself in full trust to the truth and faithfulness of his word in all things. The beginning of sin and of 
man's fall was due to a lie of the tempter who induced doubt of God's word, kindness and 
faithfulness.  

216 God's truth is his wisdom, which commands the whole created order and governs the world.
33

 
God, who alone made heaven and earth, can alone impart true knowledge of every created thing in 
relation to himself.

34
  

217 God is also truthful when he reveals himself - the teaching that comes from God is "true 
instruction".

35
 When he sends his Son into the world it will be "to bear witness to the truth":

36
 "We 

know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, to know him who is true."
37

  

God i s Love  

218 In the course of its history, Israel was able to discover that God had only one reason to reveal 
himself to them, a single motive for choosing them from among all peoples as his special 
possession: his sheer gratuitous love.

38
 And thanks to the prophets Israel understood that it was 

again out of love that God never stopped saving them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and 
sins.

39
  

219 God's love for Israel is compared to a father's love for his son. His love for his people is 
stronger than a mother's for her children. God loves his people more than a bridegroom his 
beloved; his love will be victorious over even the worst infidelities and will extend to his most 
precious gift: "God so loved the world that he gave his only Son."

40
  

220 God's love is "everlasting":
41

 "For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my 
steadfast love shall not depart from you."

42
 Through Jeremiah, God declares to his people, "I have 

loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you."
43

  

221 But St. John goes even further when he affirms that "God is love":
44

 God's very being is love. 
By sending his only Son and the Spirit of Love in the fullness of time, God has revealed his 
innermost secret:

45
 God himself is an eternal exchange of love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and he 

has destined us to share in that exchange.  

IV. THE IMPLICATIONS OF FAITH IN ONE GOD  

222 Believing in God, the only One, and loving him with all our being has enormous consequences 
for our whole life.  

223 It means coming to know God's greatness and majesty: "Behold, God is great, and we know 
him not."

46
 Therefore, we must "serve God first".

47
  

224 It means living in thanksgiving: if God is the only One, everything we are and have comes from 

him: "What have you that you did not receive?"
48

 "What shall I render to the LORD for all his bounty 
to me?"

49
  

225 It means knowing the unity and true dignity of all men: everyone is made in the image and 
likeness of God.

50
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226 It means mak ing good use of created things: faith in God, the only One, leads us to use 
everything that is not God only insofar as it brings us closer to him, and to detach ourselves from it 
insofar as it turns us away from him:  

My Lord and my God, take from me everything that distances me from you. 
My Lord and my God, give me everything that brings me closer to you. 
My Lord and my God, detach me from myself to give my all to you.

51 

227 It means trusting God in every circumstance, even in adversity. A prayer of St. Teresa of 
Jesus wonderfully expresses this trust:  

Let nothing trouble you / Let nothing frighten you 
Everything passes / God never changes  
Patience / Obtains all  
Whoever has God / Wants for nothing 
God alone is enough.

52
 

IN BRIEF  

228 "Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God is one LORD. . ." (Dt 6:4; Mk  12:29). "The supreme being 
must be unique, without equal. . . If God is not one, he is not God" (Tertullian, Adv. Marc., 1, 3, 5: 
PL 2, 274).  

229 Faith in God leads us to turn to him alone as our first origin and our ultimate goal, and neither 
to prefer anything to him nor to substitute anything for him.  

230 Even when he reveals himself, God remains a mystery beyond words: "If you understood him, 
it would not be God" (St. Augustine, Sermo 52, 6, 16: PL 38, 360 and Sermo 117, 3, 5: PL 38, 
663).  

231 The God of our faith has revealed himself as HE WHO IS; and he has made himself known as 
"abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness" (Ex 34:6). God's very being is Truth and Love.  

I. THE ANGELS  

The existence of angels - a truth of faith  

328 The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls "angels" 
is a truth of faith. The witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of Tradition.  

Who are they?  

329 St. Augustine says: "'Angel' is the name of their office, not of their nature. If you seek the name 
of their nature, it is 'spirit'; if you seek the name of their office, it is 'angel': from what they are, 
'spirit', from what they do, 'angel. '"

188
 With their whole beings the angels are servants and 

messengers of God. Because they "always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven" they 
are the "mighty ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice of his word".

189
  

330 As purely spiritual creatures angels have intelligence and will: they are personal and immortal 
creatures, surpassing in perfection all visible creatures, as the splendor of their glory bears 
witness.

190
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II. THE FALL OF THE ANGELS  

391 Behind the disobedient choice of our first parents lurks a seductive voice, opposed to God, 
which makes them fall into death out of envy.

266 

Scripture and the Church's Tradition see in this being a fallen angel, called "Satan" or the 
"devil"..

267 

The Church teaches that Satan was at first a good angel, made by God: "The devil and the other 
demons were indeed created naturally good by God, but they became evil by their own doing."

268
  

392 Scripture speaks of a sin of these angels.
269

 This "fall" consists in the free choice of these 
created spirits, who radically and irrevocably rejected God and his reign. We find a reflection of that 
rebellion in the tempter's words to our first parents: "You will be like God."

270
 The devil "has sinned 

from the beginning"; he is "a liar and the father of lies".
271

  

393 It is the irrevocable character of their choice, and not a defect in the infinite divine mercy, that 
makes the angels' sin unforgivable. "There is no repentance for the angels after their fall, just as 
there is no repentance for men after death."

272
  

394 Scripture witnesses to the disastrous influence of the one Jesus calls "a murderer from the 
beginning", who would even try to divert Jesus from the mission received from his Father.

273
 "The 

reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil."
274

 In its consequences the 
gravest of these works was the mendacious seduction that led man to disobey God.  

395 The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He is only a creature, powerful from the fact 
that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot prevent the building up of God's reign. Although 
Satan may act in the world out of hatred for God and his kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his 
action may cause grave injuries - of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical nature- to 
each man and to society, the action is permitted by divine providence which with strength and 
gentleness guides human and cosmic history. It is a great mystery that providence should permit 
diabolical activity, but "we know that in everything God works for good with those who love him."

275
  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Temptation  of Adam 

 

Yahweh’s Savior  

(Volume 1 - Part 7) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 
 

When Yahweh, (I AM) the Eternal God, who knows the 
end from the beginning, chose to create all things, He 
knew that man would sin (separating himself from God). 
He also knew that, left to our own devices, mankind 
would never be able to make things right again.  
 
We would need a Redeemer or Savior to make it 
possible for us to overcome sin and its' consequence, 
death. Only then could we once again hope to dwell 
eternally in the presence of the Most High God. 
 

 
To qualify as Redeemer, one would need to possess 
a dual nature that was both human and divine. The Savior would also have to be 
impeccable, (without sin of any kind) completely innocent of any transgressions 
against God or man. One more thing; the Redeemer would need to die, to 
voluntarily lay down His life to satisfy a debt that He didn’t owe, the debt of sin that 
mankind could never pay. 

 
Recognizing our need for such a One, God 
chose to send us His only begotten Son. 
Just as people bring forth (beget) children 
who are made of the same human “stuff” 
they are, so the Son of God was begotten 
of the divine Person of the Father. God 
from God, Light from Light, True God from 
True God. The literal expression of God’s 
love and the image of His Father, our 
Redeemer is not a created being. He, like 
His Father, is  God, eternal. Through Him, 
all things were made and through Him, all 
things have been reconci led in heaven and 
on earth. Scripture tells us that our 
Redeemer is the sacrificial Lamb slain 
before the foundation of the world. 

 
 

For the salvation of mankind He came down from heaven. 
 
Divinely conceived, He was born of the Virgin Mary and became one of us, a 
mortal man. He lived a life of virtue; full of grace and truth. He never sinned. He 
worked numerous miracles and revealed many of God’s secrets. 

 

The Bir th Of J esus 
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Most importantly, He told us about God, His Father 
(and ours). Then, He suffered and died on the 
cross for us, so that we might have eternal life. 
 
By His own power, He rose from the dead. Though 
He is God, He did all this in the flesh, in an 
ordinary human body, taking upon Himself every 
human limitat ion (except for sin). 

 
By His life and example He showed mankind the 
way to heaven. He conquered sin for us by being 
totally obedient to the will of His Father. He 
overcame death for us by His glorious 
resurrection. The Redeemer’s name is JESUS.  
 
 

In Hebrew, JESUS means YAHWEH’S SAVIOR. 
Jesus is the only name by which man may be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

No one comes to the Father except by  Him. (John 14:6) 
 

Before He returned to heaven, Jesus established the Holy Cathol ic Church. He 
left us His  Church so that people from every generat ion would have the means 

to come to know and love God, to learn to keep His Commandments, to accept 
His sacrifice, and to obtain eternal life. 

 
Jesus is the head of the Church. We are 
the body. He is our eternal High Priest and 
heavenly Advocate. 
 
Jesus is the bridegroom. The Church is 
His bride. He has prepared a place for us 
in heaven. 
 
We will all appear before Jesus at the 
moment of our death, when He will 
personally judge the conduct of our life 
and determine the course of our eternal 
destiny. 
 
At the end of this age He will return in 
glory as K ing of Kings and Lord of Lords 
to judge the living and the dead, and to 
replace the present, corrupt system of 
things with a new, holy, and eternal 
government of God. 
 

 

Coming Up In Part 8: Proof That Jesus Is God 

 

The Chr ist. The Anoin ted 
One. The Messiah. 
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A "sure norm for teaching the faith," as well as a "sure and authentic reference text" for preparing local catechisms (cf. 

Apostolic Constitution Fidei Depositum, no. 4) 

I. JESUS  

430 Jesus means in Hebrew: "God saves." At the annunciation, the angel Gabriel gave him the 

name Jesus as his proper name, which expresses both his identity and his mission.
18

 Since God 
alone can forgive sins, it is God who, in Jesus his eternal Son made man, "will save his people 
from their sins".

19
 in Jesus, God recapitulates all of his history of salvation on behalf of men.  

431 In the history of salvation God was not content to deliver Israel "out of the house of bondage"
20

 
by bringing them out of Egypt. He also saves them from their sin. Because sin is always an offence 
against God, only he can forgive it.

21
 For this reason Israel, becoming more and more aware of the 

universality of sin, will no longer be able to seek salvation except by invoking the name of the 
Redeemer God.

22
  

432 The name "Jesus" signifies that the very name of God is present in the person of his Son, 
made man for the universal and definitive redemption from sins. It is the divine name that alone 
brings salvation, and henceforth all can invoke his name, for Jesus united himself to all men 
through his Incarnation,

23
 so that "there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved."
24

  

433 The name of the Savior God was invoked only once in the year by the high priest in atonement 

for the sins of Is rael, after he had sprinkled the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies with the sacrificial 
blood. The mercy seat was the place of God's presence.

25
 When St. Paul speaks of Jesus whom 

"God put forward as an expiation by his blood", he means that in Christ's humanity "God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself."

26
  

434 Jesus' Resurrection glorifies the name of the Savior God, for from that time on it is the name of 
Jesus that fully manifests the supreme power of the "name which is above every name".

27
 The evil 

spirits fear his name; in his name his disciples perform miracles, for the Father grants all they ask 
in this name.

28
  

435 The name of Jesus is at the heart of Christian prayer. All liturgical prayers conclude with the 
words "through our Lord Jesus Christ". The Hail Mary reaches its high point in the words "blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus." The Eastern prayer of the heart, the Jesus Prayer, says: "Lord 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner." Many Christians, such as St. Joan of Arc, 
have died with the one word "Jesus" on their lips.  

II. CHRIST  

436 The word "Christ" comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Messiah, which means 

"anointed". It became the name proper to Jesus only because he accomplished perfectly the divine 
mission that "Christ" signifies. In effect, in Israel those consecrated to God for a mission that he 
gave were anointed in his name. This was the case for kings, for priests and, in rare instances, for 
prophets.

29
 This had to be the case all the more so for the Messiah whom God would send to 

inaugurate his kingdom definitively.
30 

It was necessary that the Messiah be anointed by the Spirit of the Lord at once as king and priest, 
and also as prophet.

31
 Jesus fulfilled the messianic hope of Israel in his threefold office of priest, 

prophet and king.  
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437 To the shepherds, the angel announced the birth of Jesus as the Messiah promised to Israel: 
"To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."

32
 From the beginning 

he was "the one whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world", conceived as "holy" in 
Mary's virginal womb.

33
 God called Joseph to "take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is of the Holy Spirit", so that Jesus, "who is called Christ", should be born of Joseph's spouse 
into the messianic lineage of David.

34
  

438 Jesus' messianic consecration reveals his divine mission, "for the name 'Christ' implies 'he 

who anointed', 'he who was anointed' and 'the very anointing with which he was anointed'. The one 
who anointed is the Father, the one who was anointed is the Son, and he was anointed with the 
Spirit who is the anointing.'"

35
 His eternal messianic consecration was revealed during the time of 

his earthly life at the moment of his baptism by John, when "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power", "that he might be revealed to Israel"

36
 as its Messiah. His works 

and words will manifest him as "the Holy One of God".
37

  

439 Many Jews and even certain Gentiles who shared their hope recognized in Jesus the 
fundamental attributes of the messianic "Son of David", promised by God to Israel.

38
 Jesus 

accepted his rightful title of Messiah, though with some reserve because it was understood by 
some of his contemporaries in too human a sense, as essentially political.

39
  

440 Jesus accepted Peter's profession of faith, which acknowledged him to be the Messiah, by 
announcing the imminent Passion of the Son of Man.

40
 He unveiled the authentic content of his 

messianic kingship both in the transcendent identity of the Son of Man "who came down from 
heaven", and in his redemptive mission as the suffering Servant: "The Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

41
 Hence the true meaning of his 

kingship is revealed only when he is raised high on the cross.
42

 Only after his Resurrection will 
Peter be able to proclaim Jesus' messianic kingship to the People of God: "Let all the house of 
Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified."

43
  

III. THE ONLY SON OF GOD  

441 In the Old Testament, "son of God" is a title given to the angels, the Chosen People, the 
children of Israel, and their kings.

44
 It signifies an adoptive sonship that establishes a relationship of 

particular intimacy between God and his creature. When the promised Messiah-King is called "son 
of God", it does not necessarily imply that he was more than human, according to the literal 
meaning of these texts. Those who called Jesus "son of God", as the Messiah of Israel, perhaps 
meant nothing more than this.

45
  

442 Such is not the case for Simon Peter when he confesses Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the 
living God", for Jesus responds solemnly: "Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven."

46
 Similarly Paul will write, regarding his conversion on the road to 

Damascus, "When he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his 
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles. . ."

47
 "And in the synagogues immediately [Paul] proclaimed Jesus, saying, 'He is the Son 

of God.'"
48

 From the beginning this acknowledgment of Christ's divine sonship will be the center of 
the apostolic faith, first professed by Peter as the Church's foundation.

49
  

443 Peter could recognize the transcendent character of the Messiah's divine sonship because 

Jesus had clearly allowed it to be so understood. To his accusers' question before the Sanhedrin, 
"Are you the Son of God, then?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am."

50
 Well before this, Jesus 

referred to himself as "the Son" who knows the Father, as distinct from the "servants" God had 
earlier sent to his people; he is superior even to the angels.

51 
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He distinguished his sonship from that of his disciples by never saying "our Father", except to 
command them: "You, then, pray like this: 'Our Father'", and he emphasized this distinction, saying 
"my Father and your Father".

52
  

444 The Gospels report that at two solemn moments, the Baptism and the Transfiguration of 

Christ, the voice of the Father designates Jesus his "beloved Son".
53

 Jesus calls himself the "only 
Son of God", and by this title affirms his eternal pre-existence.

54
 He asks for faith in "the name of 

the only Son of God".
55

 In the centurion's exclamation before the crucified Christ, "Truly this man 
was the Son of God",

56
 that Christian confession is already heard. Only in the Paschal mystery can 

the believer give the title "Son of God" its full meaning.  

445 After his Resurrection, Jesus' divine sonship becomes manifest in the power of his glorified 

humanity. He was "designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
Resurrection from the dead".

57
 The apostles can confess: "We have beheld his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth."
58

  

IV. LORD  

446 In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the ineffable Hebrew name YHWH, by which 

God revealed himself to Moses,
59

 is rendered as Kyrios, "Lord". From then on, "Lord" becomes the 
more usual name by which to indicate the divinity of Israel 's God. The New Testament uses this full 
sense of the title "Lord" both for the Father and - what is new - for Jesus, who is thereby 
recognized as God Himself.

60
  

447 Jesus ascribes this title to himself in a veiled way when he disputes with the Pharisees about 
the meaning of Psalm 110, but also in an explicit way when he addresses his apostles.

61
 

Throughout his public life, he demonstrated his divine sovereignty by works of power over nature, 
illnesses, demons, death and sin.  

448 Very often in the Gospels people address Jesus as "Lord". This title testifies to the respect and 
trust of those who approach him for help and healing.

62
 At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, "Lord" 

expresses the recognition of the divine mystery of Jesus.
63

 In the encounter with the risen Jesus, 
this title becomes adoration: "My Lord and my God!" It thus takes on a connotation of love and 
affection that remains proper to the Christian tradition: "It is the Lord!"

64
  

449 By attributing to Jesus the divine title "Lord", the first confessions of the Church's faith affirm 
from the beginning that the power, honor and glory due to God the Father are due also to Jesus, 
because "he was in the form of God",

65
 and the Father manifested the sovereignty of Jesus by 

raising him from the dead and exalting him into his glory.
66

  

450 From the beginning of Christian history, the assertion of Christ's lordship over the world and 
over history has implicitly recognized that man should not submit his personal freedom in an 
absolute manner to any earthly power, but only to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Caesar is not "the Lord".

67
 "The Church. . . believes that the key, the center and the purpose of the 

whole of man's history is to be found in its Lord and Master."
68

  

451 Christian prayer is characterized by the title "Lord", whether in the invitation to prayer ("The 

Lord be with you"), its conclusion ("through Christ our Lord") or the exclamation full of trust and 
hope: Maran atha ("Our Lord, come!") or Marana tha ("Come, Lord!") - "Amen Come Lord Jesus!"

69
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

IN BRIEF  

452 The name Jesus means "God saves". The child born of the Virgin Mary is called Jesus, "for he 
will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21): "there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).  

453 The title "Christ" means "Anointed One" (Messiah). Jesus is the Christ, for "God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power" (Acts 10:38). He was the one "who is to 
come" (Lk 7:19), the object of "the hope of Is rael" (Acts 28:20).  

454 The title "Son of God" signifies the unique and eternal relationship of Jesus Christ to God his 
Father: he is the only Son of the Father (cf. Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18); he is God himself (cf. Jn 1:1). To 
be a Christian, one must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (cf. Acts 8:37; 1 Jn 2:23).  

455 The title "Lord" indicates divine sovereignty. To confess or invoke Jesus as Lord is to believe in 
his divinity. "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy Spirit'" (1 Cor 12:3). 

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Proof Jesus Is God 
(Volume 1 - Part 8) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

For almost 2,000 years people have been asking the question, “How can we know 
for sure that Jesus is the Redeemer, the Son of God?”  For those of us living 
today, excellent proofs can be found using 
PROPHECY and HISTORY. Here, the risen Jesus 
reminds his disciples:  
 

Luke  24:44 - 48  And he said to them: These are 
the words which I spoke to you while I was yet 
with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled 
which are written in the law of Moses and in the 
prophets and in the psalms, concerning me. 
Then he opened their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures. And he said to 
them: Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer and to rise again from the dead, 
the third day: And that penance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name, unto all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are 
witnesses of these things.  

 
We study Bible prophecy to see what was foretold 
and when. We study history to see if and when the prophecies came true. People 
of other generations were often unable to do this, because they either didn’t have 
access to the information or they lived in a time before key prophecies were 
fulfilled. We’re fortunate to live in a time of abundant information, when a great 
number of Bible prophecies have already been fulfilled.  With a bit of effort, we can 
thoroughly check them out. 
 
In the beginning, shortly after Adam and Eve sinned, God told them He would 
send a Redeemer who would save mankind. This statement from the Almighty 
was the first prophecy, a div ine promise of things to come. 
 

Genesis 3:15  I will put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and 
her seed: she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel. 

 

The “woman” is Mary. Her “seed” is Jesus. He is the one who is to come. His 
sacrificial death on the cross would “crush the head” of the serpent. And yes, 
Satan would be there, lying in wait at the foot of the cross, savoring his “victory”, 
right up to the moment of his own abject and utter defeat! If you have any doubt 
about the identity of the “woman” consider this: why would Jesus refer to His dear 
mother as “woman” in the next two passages?  
 

John 2:1 – 5  And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee: and the 
mother of Jesus was there. And Jesus also was invited, and his disciples, to the 
marriage. And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to him: They have no 
wine. 
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And Jesus saith to her: Woman, what is that to me and to thee? My hour is not 
yet come. His mother saith to the waiters: Whatsoever he shall say to you, do ye. 
  

John 19:25 – 27  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother and his 
mother's sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen. When Jesus therefore 
had seen his mother and the disciple standing whom he loved, he saith to his 

mother: Woman, behold thy son.  After that, he saith to the disciple: Behold thy 
mother. And from that hour, the disciple took her to his own.  

 

Let’s also take a look at the Book of Revelation, where St. John once again 
speaks of a “woman”:  
 

Rev 11:19 – 12:5 And the temple of God was opened in heaven: and the ark of his 
testament was seen in his temple. And there were 
lightnings and voices and an earthquake and 
great hail. And a great sign appeared in heaven: A 

woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars. And being with child, she cried travailing in 
birth: and was in pain to be delivered. And there 
was seen another sign in heaven. And behold a 
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten 
horns and on his heads seven diadems. And his 
tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven and 
cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood 

before the woman who was ready to be 
delivered: that, when she should be delivered, he 
might devour her son. And she brought forth a 
man chi ld, who was to rule all nations with an iron 
rod. And her son was taken up to God and to his 
throne.  
 

Various Semitic (Middle Eastern, Jewish and otherwise) traditions associate Satan 
with the moon, which is under the woman’s feet (heel).  We also have the historic 

fact of King Herod, doing the devil’s work by slaughtering innocent babies in order 
to eliminate the newborn Lord, Jesus. The third part of the “stars of heaven” are 
fallen angels. 
 

Only one woman is the mother of the ruler of all nations who was taken up to God 
and His throne. Only one woman carried Jesus in her womb, becoming the true 
Ark of His (new) Testament. Certainly, the “ woman”  spoken of throughout the 
ages is Mary and certainly, our Catholic doctrine of her Assumption is proved by 
the presence of Mary, the Ark of the New Covenant, in God’s heavenly temple. 
 

One additional note: the famous apparition of the Virgin Mary at Fatima, Portugal 
in 1917 left us with numerous modern prophecies, many of which have been (in 
this writer’s opinion) fulfilled in recent times, as well as a spectacular  miracle of 
the sun, witnessed by thousands. You should also understand that Catholics are 
not required to believe in these types of things. 
I do (as does our Pope, John Paul II) because I’ve examined the evidence and 
believe it to be sound. You can decide for yourself. Try this internet link:  
 

http://www.theworkofgod.org/Aparitns/Fatima/Fatima.html 
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David holding aloft 

the sever ed head of Goliath 

But remember, many others, especially those of the Protestant persuasion, do not 
believe. Some go so far as to claim that these apparitions are Satanic, so be 
aware that substantial misinformation exists in cyber space. Always be on the 
lookout for fake web sites spouting lies, which masquerade as the real thing.  
 
We know the crucifixion took place at “Golgotha, the place of the skul l” (later, 
called Calvary). Did you ever wonder how the place got its’ name? 
 
According to the Bible, David, a young shepherd boy, defeated the giant, Goliath 
of Gath, champion of the Philistines, with a well-placed sling shot. He then cut off 
the giant’s head and took it to Jerusalem. Jewish tradition goes on to tell us that 
David hung Goliath’s head on the city wall just outside the gates. 
After some decomposition and weathering, only the oversized SKULL remained. It 
must have been a ghastly sight to behold (and a memorable one)! 
 
So, Gol-Goth-A is the “place of the skull” where the remains of Goliath of Gath 
were displayed. It became a memorial to the defeat of an evi l giant and later, a 
memorial to the defeat of the Evil One. Here’s the Bible reference:   
 

1Samuel 17:49 - 54 And he put his hand into his scrip, and took a stone, and cast 
it with the sling, and fetching it about, struck the Philistine in the forehead, and 
he fell on his face upon the earth. And David 
prevailed over the Philistine, with a sling and a 
stone, and he struck, and slew the Philistine. 
And as David had no sword in his hand, He ran, 
and stood over the Philistine, and took his 
sword, and drew it out of the sheath, and slew 
him, and cut off his head. And the Philistines 
seeing that their champion was dead, fled away. 
And the men of Israel and Juda rising up 
shouted, and pursued after the Philistines till 
they came to the valley and to the gates of 
Accaron, and there fell many wounded of the 
Philistines in the way of Saraim, and as far as 
Geth, and as far as Accaron. And the children of 
Israel returning, after they had pursued the 
Philistines, fell upon their camp. And David 
taking the head of the Philistine, brought it to 
Jerusalem: but his armor he put in his tent.  

 
We also know that David took five stones with him 
when he met Goliath on the field of battle. Why take 
five when only one would be necessary? Did David 
lack faith in God? 
 
Hardly. Goliath had four brothers, all of them giants! Knowing that he might have 
to do battle with the entire bunch, David took along some additional ammo. Young 
David was both faithful and smart! 
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Cain , standing over  the dead body 

of his br other , Abel 

Just as David, future king of Israel and forefather of Jesus, utterly defeated the 
champion of those who worked to destroy God’s earthly nation, Jesus would 
utterly defeat Satan, the champion of those who worked to overthrow and destroy 
God’s kingdom. In both instances the manner of defeat was very unlikely and 
totally unexpected. In both instances, even though the evil champion was 
defeated, the battle was far from over! 
 

Welcome to the modern world, where Jews and Philis tines (now 
Palestinians) are sti ll  at war and where Christ ians are st il l called to  do battle 
with evil  every single day.  
 

God’s earliest promise of a Savior was passed down from generation to 
generation by word-of-mouth, because formal writing was not yet perfected. The 
promise was also woven into the social fabric of mankind through the practice of 
religious sacri fices. In these sacrifices, the flesh and blood of an imals (lambs 
were often used, because they were docile and easy to slaughter) would be 
offered to God as atonement for sin.  
 

This foreshadowed the promised Savior, (Hebrew term: Messiah) the “Lamb of 
God”, who would truly, by His sacrificial death, take away the sins of the world. 
 

The story of Cain and Abel recounts the details of one of these early sacrifices, as 
well as the unfortunate outcome. Note three things: 1) the good guy (Abel) is a 
shepherd. 2) Cain failed to make an animal sacrifice (maybe he belonged to 

PETA?) 3) the last line is the original source verse of a very well known saying: 
 

Genesis 4:2 - 9 And again she brought forth his 
brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, and Cain a 
husbandman. And it came to pass after many days, 
that Cain offered, of the fruits of the earth, gifts to 
the Lord. Abel also offered of the firstlings of his 
flock, and of their fat: and the Lord had respect to 
Abel, and to his offerings. But to Cain and his 
offerings he had no respect: and Cain was 
exceeding angry, and his countenance fell. And the 
Lord said to him: Why art thou angry? and why is 
thy countenance fallen? If thou do well, shalt thou 
not receive? but if ill, shall not sin forthwith be 
present at the door? but the lust thereof shall be 
under thee, and thou shalt have dominion over it. 
And Cain said to Abel his brother: Let us go forth 
abroad. And when they were in the field, Cain rose 
up against his brother Abel, and slew him. And the 
Lord said to Cain: Where is thy brother Abel? And 
he answered: I know not: am I my brother's 
keeper?  
 

From time to time, God would send others to 
remind the people of His promises, to reveal new information, or to correct bad 
behavior. These were the Prophets, men chosen by God to speak His words of 

truth. 
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The Prophets would often speak of events that were to take place hundreds, even 
thousands of years in the future, many of which were related to the coming 
Messiah. In later times, the words of the Prophets were written down so they could 
be carefully studied and their fulfi llment eagerly anticipated.  
 

The writings of the Prophets make up many of the Books of the Holy Bible. Some 
of the most well known Prophets are Moses, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Daniel, but 
there are many other Prophets, including Jesus and the Apostle, John.  
 

Since the most important prophecies were all eventually written down in the Bib le 
(thousands of them), you’re free to look them up and see for yourself that God 
keeps His promises (some, yet to come).  
 

Jesus fulfilled ALL (over 200) of the Messianic Prophecies during His life here on 

earth (many of them in just a single day).  Here are just a few examples of 
prophecies that have certainly been fulfilled. There are many more. 
 

Prophecy: The Messiah would come from the nation of Israel and would be 
God, Himself:  
 

Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise them up a prophet out of the midst of their 
brethren like to thee (Moses): and I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak to them all that I shall command him.  
 

Psalm 89:19-20  Then thou spokest in a v ision to thy saints, and saidst: I have 
laid help upon one that is mighty, and have exalted one chosen out of my people.  
 

Isaiah 35:4  Say to the fainthearted: Take courage, and fear not: behold your God 
will bring the revenge of recompense: God himself will come and will save you.  

 

FULFILLMENT: 
 

John 8:53 - 58  Art thou greater than our father 
Abraham who is dead? And the prophets are 
dead. Whom dost thou make thyself? Jesus 
answered: If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing. It is my Father that glorifieth me, of 
whom you say that he is your God. And you 
have not known him: but I know him. And if I 
shall say that I know him not, I shal l be like to 
you, a liar. But I do know him and do keep his 
word. Abraham your father rejoiced that he 
might see my day: he saw it and was glad. The 
Jews therefore said to him: Thou art not yet 
fifty years old. And hast thou seen Abraham? 
Jesus said to them: Amen, amen, I say to you, 
before Abraham was made, I AM.  

 

Prophecy: The Messiah will be born of a virgin , in  the c ity of  Bethlehem and 
a star wi ll be a sign.  He wil l be a descendent of King David. Kings of the 
east will  bow down to Him and bring Him gif ts. He will  conquer sin and 
death: 
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Micah 5:2  And thou Bethlehem Ephrata, art a little one among the thousands of 
Juda, out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be the ruler in Israel: and 
his going forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 
 
Psalms 89:3 –4  I have made a covenant with my elect: I have sworn to David my 
servant: Thy seed will I settle for ever. And I wil l build up thy throne unto 
generation and generation. 
 
Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign. Behold a v irgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son and his name shall be called Emmanuel. 
 
Numbers 24:17  I shall see him, but not now: I 
shall behold him, but not near. A STAR SHALL 
RISE out of Jacob and a sceptre shall spring 
up from Israel: and shall strike the chiefs of 
Moab, and shall waste all the children of Seth  
 
Psalms 72:10  The kings of Tharsis and the 
islands shall offer presents: the kings of the 
Arabians and of Saba shal l bring gifts:  
 
Isaiah 9:6  For a CHILD IS BORN to us, and a 
son is given to us, and the government is 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, 
the Father of the world to come, the Prince of 
Peace. 

 
FULFILLMENT: 

 
Luke 2:4 - 11  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: because he was of 
the house and family of David. To be enrolled with Mary his espoused wife, who 
was with chi ld. 
 
And it came to pass that when they were there, her days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first born son and wrapped 
him up in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger: because there was no 
room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds 
watching and keeping the night watches over their flock. And behold an angel of 
the Lord stood by them and the brightness of God shone round about them: and 
they feared with a great fear. 
 
And the angel said to them: Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy that shall be to all the people: For, this day is born to you a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord, in the city of David.  
 

Prophecy: Messiah would do powerful works of the Holy Spir it:  
 

Isaiah 11:2  And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: the spirit of wisdom, 
and of understanding, the spirit of counsel, and of fortitude, the spirit of 
knowledge, and of godliness. 
 

The Magi knew when to expect the bir th 
of J esus because Daniel for etold it 

 five hundr ed year s ear lier  
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The Baptism of J esus 

Isaiah 61:1 - 2 The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed 
me: he hath sent me to preach to the meek, to heal the contrite of heart, and to 
preach a release to the captives, and deliverance to them that are shut up. To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God: 
to comfort all that mourn: 

 
 
 
 
FULFILLMENT:  
 

Luke 3:22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a 
bodily shape, as a dove, upon him. And a voice 
came from heaven: Thou art my beloved Son. 
In thee I am well pleased.  
 
Prophecy: He would work miracles: 
 
Isaiah 35:5 - 6  Then shall the eyes of the blind 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall be free: 
 
  

 

FULFILLMENT:  
 
John 9:1 - 7  And Jesus passing by, saw a man who was blind from his birth. And 
his disciples asked him: Rabbi, who hath s inned, this man or his parents, that he 
should be born blind? 
 
Jesus answered: Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the 
works of God should be made manifest in him. 
 
I must work the works of him that sent me, 
whilst it is day: the night cometh, when no 
man can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world. 
 
When he had said these things, he spat on the 
ground and made clay of the spittle and 
spread the clay upon his eyes, And said to 
him: Go, wash in the pool of Siloe, which is 
interpreted, Sent. 
 
He went therefore and washed: and he came 
seeing. 
 

 Prophecy: He would be crucified 
  

Psalm 22:1  O God my God, look upon me: why 
hast thou forsaken me? Far from my salvation are the words of my sins.  
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Angel in the 
 empty tomb 

FULFILLMENT: 
 

Matthew 27:46  And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying: 
Eli, Eli, lamma sabacthani? That is, My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?  

 
Prophecy: Supernatural darkness would accompany the crucifix ion: 
 

Amos 8:9  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that the sun 
shall go down at midday, and I wil l make the earth dark in the day of light :  

 
FULFILLMENT:  

 
Mar 15:33  And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the 
whole earth until the ninth hour. 

  
Prophecy: Jesus would rise from the dead. 
 

Psalm 16:9 - 10 Therefore my heart hath been glad, 
and my tongue hath rejoiced: moreover, my flesh 
also shall rest in hope. Because thou wilt not leave 
my soul  in hell; nor wilt thou give thy holy one to see 
corruption. 
  
Psalm 30:3  (30:4) Thou hast brought forth, O Lord, 
my soul  from hell: thou hast saved me from them that 
go down into the pit.  
 
Psalm 118:17  I shall not die, but live: and shall 

declare the works of the Lord. 
  
John 2:19  Jesus answered and said to them: Destroy 
this temple; and in three days I will raise it up. 

  
FULFILLMENT: 

 
Luk 24:1 - 8  And on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they 
came to the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared. And they 
found the stone rolled back from the sepulchre. And going in, they found not the 
body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were astonished in their 
mind at this, behold, two men stood by them, in shining apparel. 
And as they were afraid and bowed down their countenance towards the ground, 
they said unto them: Why seek you the liv ing with the dead? 
He is not here, but is risen. Remember how he spoke unto you, when he was yet 
in Galilee, Saying: The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 
men and be crucified and the third day rise again. And they remembered his 
words.  

 
These were just a few examples. Many prophecies were fulfi lled multiple times, 
(healings, casting out demons) on many occasions, others, only once (birth, death, 
resurrection). Future fulfillment and dual future fulfillment is also possible.  
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The odds against any one person fulfi lling ALL of the Messianic prophecies are 
greater than a trillion to one. Jesus fulfi lled them all, so the mathematical 
probability that He really is our Savior (the Son of God) is very, very, very, very 
high. But please, don’t take my word for it. Check it out. All the resources you need 
are readily available. As former President Ronald Reagan once said, “Trust, but 
verify.” 
 
As you know, Jesus prophesied that He would die on the cross and after 3 days, 
rise again. This is the most important prophecy of all. If Jesus did not rise from the 
dead, it would have meant He was just a man, like any other, and we would all die 
in our sins and be lost. Fortunately for us, He did rise again, proving beyond ANY 
DOUBT that He is God. 

 
Over 500 witnesses (1st

 Corinthians 15:6) saw the risen Christ and many of them 
chose to die rather than deny what they had seen: 
 

John 20:26 - 29  And after eight days, again his discip les were within, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst 
and said: Peace be to you. Then he said to Thomas: Put in thy finger hither and 
see my hands. And bring hither the hand and put it into my side. And be not 
faithless, but believing. Thomas answered and said to him: My Lord and my God. 
Jesus saith to him: Because thou hast seen me, Thomas, thou hast believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen and have believed.  
 

 

Acts 10:39 - 43  And we are witnesses of all things 
that he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem: 
whom they killed, hanging him upon a tree. Him God 
raised up the third day and gave him to be made 
manifest, Not to all the people, but to witnesses 
preordained by God, even to us, who did eat and 
drink with him, after he arose again from the dead. 
And he commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that it is he who was appointed by God to 
be judge of the liv ing and of the dead. 
 

To him all  the prophets give testimony , 
that by his name all receive remission of sins, who 
believe in him. 

 

 
 
 

Coming Up In Part 9: Jesus Speaks 
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God’s  Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 

 
A "sure norm for teaching the faith," as well as a "sure and authentic reference text" for preparing local catechisms (cf. 

Apostolic Constitution Fidei Depositum, no. 4) 

In the beginning God makes himself known  

54 "God, who creates and conserves all things by his Word, provides men with constant evidence 

of himself in created realities. And furthermore, wishing to open up the way to heavenly salvation - 
he manifested himself to our first parents from the very beginning."

6
 He invited them to intimate 

communion with himself and clothed them with resplendent grace and justice.  

55 This revelation was not broken off by our first parents' sin. "After the fall, [God] buoyed them up 

with the hope of salvation, by promising redemption; and he has never ceased to show his 
solicitude for the human race. For he wishes to give eternal li fe to all those who seek salvation by 
patience in well-doing."

7
  

Even when he disobeyed you and lost your friendship you did not abandon him to the 
power of death. . . Again and again you offered a covenant to man.

8
 

The Covenant w ith Noah  

56 After the unity of the human race was shattered by sin God at once sought to save humanity 
part by part. The covenant with Noah after the flood gives expression to the principle of the divine 
economy toward the "nations", in other words, towards men grouped "in their lands, each with [its] 
own language, by their families, in their nations".

9
  

57 This state of division into many nations is at once cosmic, social and religious. It is intended to 
limit the pride of fallen humanity

10
 united only in its perverse ambition to forge its own unity as at 

Babel.
11

 But, because of sin, both polytheism and the idolatry of the nation and of its rulers 
constantly threaten this provisional economy with the perversion of paganism.

12
  

58 The covenant with Noah remains in force during the times of the Gentiles, until the universal 
proclamation of the Gospel.

13
 The Bible venerates several great figures among the Gentiles: Abel 

the just, the king-priest Melchisedek - a figure of Christ - and the upright "Noah, Daniel, and Job".
14

 
Scripture thus expresses the heights of sanctity that can be reached by those who live according to 
the covenant of Noah, waiting for Christ to "gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad".

15
  

God chooses Abraham  

59 In order to gather together scattered humanity God calls Abram from his country, his kindred 

and his father's house,
16

 and makes him Abraham, that is, "the father of a multitude of nations". "In 
you all the nations of the earth shall be blessed."

17
  

60 The people descended from Abraham would be the trustee of the promise made to the 

patriarchs, the chosen people, called to prepare for that day when God would gather all his children 
into the unity of the Church.

18
 They would be the root on to which the Gentiles would be grafted, 

once they came to believe.
19

  

61 The patriarchs, prophets and certain other Old Testament figures have been and always will be 
honored as saints in all the Church's liturgical traditions.  
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God form s hi s people Israel  

62 After the patriarchs, God formed Israel as his people by freeing them from slavery in Egypt. He 
established with them the covenant of Mount Sinai and, through Moses, gave them his law so that 
they would recognize him and serve him as the one living and true God, the provident Father and 
just judge, and so that they would look for the promised Savior.

20
  

63 Israel is the priestly people of God, "called by the name of the LORD", and "the first to hear the 
word of God",

21
 the people of "elder brethren" in the faith of Abraham.  

64 Through the prophets, God forms his people in the hope of salvation, in the expectation of a 

new and everlasting Covenant intended for all, to be written on their hearts.
22

 The prophets 
proclaim a radical redemption of the People of God, purification from all their infidelities, a salvation 
which will include all the nations.

23
 Above all, the poor and humble of the Lord will bear this hope. 

Such holy women as Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, Judith and Esther kept 
alive the hope of Israel 's salvation. The purest figure among them is Mary.

24
  

III. CHRIST JESUS -- "MEDIATOR AND FULLNESS OF ALL REVELATION"
25

  

God has said everything in his Word  

65 "In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son."

26
 Christ, the Son of God made man, is the Father's one, 

perfect and unsurpassable Word. In him he has said everything; there will be no other word than 
this one. St. John of the Cross, among others, commented strikingly on Hebrews 1:1-2:  

In giving us his Son, his only Word (for he possesses no other), he spoke everything to us 
at once in this sole Word - and he has no more to say. . . because what he spoke before to 
the prophets in parts, he has now spoken all at once by giving us the All Who is His Son. 
Any person questioning God or desiring some vision or revelation would be guilty not only 
of foolish behavior but also of offending him, by not fixing his eyes entirely upon Christ and 
by living with the desire for some other novelty.

27
 

There w il l be no further Revelation  

66 "The Christian economy, therefore, since it is the new and definitive Covenant, will never pass 
away; and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious manifestation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."

28
 Yet even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made completely 

explicit; it remains for Christian faith gradually to grasp its full significance over the course of the 
centuries.  

67 Throughout the ages, there have been so-called "private" revelations, some of which have been 
recognized by the authority of the Church. They do not belong, however, to the deposit of faith. It is 
not their role to improve or complete Christ's definitive Revelation, but to help live more fully by it in 
a certain period of history. Guided by the Magisterium of the Church, the sensus fidelium knows 
how to discern and welcome in these revelations whatever constitutes an authentic call of Christ or 
his saints to the Church.  

Christian faith cannot accept "revelations" that claim to surpass or correct the Revelation of which 
Christ is the fulfillment, as is the case in certain non-Christian religions and also in certain recent 
sects which base themselves on such "revelations". 
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IN BRIEF  

68 By love, God has revealed himself and given himself to man. He has thus provided the 
definitive, superabundant answer to the questions that man asks himself about the meaning and 
purpose of his life.  

69 God has revealed himself to man by gradually communicating his own mystery in deeds and in 
words.  

70 Beyond the witness to himself that God gives in created things, he manifested himself to our 
first parents, spoke to them and, after the fall, promised them salvation (cf. Gen 3:15) and offered 
them his covenant.  

71 God made an everlasting covenant with Noah and with all living beings (c f. Gen 9:16). It will 
remain in force as long as the world lasts.  

72 God chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and his descendants. By the covenant God 
formed his people and revealed his law to them through Moses. Through the prophets, he prepared 
them to accept the salvation destined for all humanity.  

73 God has revealed himself fully by sending his own Son, in whom he has established his 
covenant for ever. The Son is his Father's definitive Word; so there will be no further Revelation 
after him.  

 

III. GOD'S SPIRIT AND WORD IN THE TIME OF THE PROMISES  

702 From the beginning until "the fullness of time,"
60

 the joint mission of the Father's Word and 
Spirit remains hidden, but it is at work. God's Spirit prepares for the time of the Messiah. Neither is 
fully revealed but both are already promised, to be watched for and welcomed at their 
manifestation. So, for this reason, when the Church reads the Old Testament, she searches there 
for what the Spirit, "who has spoken through the prophets," wants to tell us about Christ.

61
  

By "prophets" the faith of the Church here understands all whom the Holy Spirit inspired in 
living proclamation and the composition of the sacred books, both of the Old and the New 
Testaments. Jewish tradition distinguishes first the Law (the five first books or 
Pentateuch), then the Prophets (our historical and prophetic books) and finally the 
Writings (especially the wisdom literature, in particular the Psalms).62  

Expectation of the Messiah and his Spiri t  

711 "Behold, I am doing a new thing."
78

 Two prophetic lines were to develop, one leading to the 

expectation of the Messiah, the other pointing to the announcement of a new Spirit. They converge 
in the small Remnant, the people of the poor, who await in hope the "consolation of Israel" and "the 
redemption of Jerusalem."

79
  

We have seen earlier how Jesus fulfills the prophecies concerning himself. We limit ourselves here 
to those in which the relationship of the Messiah and his Spirit appears more clearly.  
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712 The characteristics of the awaited Messiah begin to appear in the "Book of Emmanuel" 
("Isaiah said this when he saw his glory,"

80
 speaking of Christ), especially in the first two verses of 

Isaiah 11:  

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

81
 

713 The Messiah's characteristics are revealed above all in the "Servant songs."
82

 These songs 

proclaim the meaning of Jesus' Passion and show how he will pour out the Holy Spirit to give life to 
the many: not as an outsider, but by embracing our "form as slave."

83
 Taking our death upon 

himself, he can communicate to us his own Spirit of li fe.  

714 This is why Christ inaugurates the proclamation of the Good News by making his own the 
following passage from Isaiah:

84
  

The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me,  
because the LORD has anointed me  
to bring good tidings to the afflicted;  
he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor. 

Paragraph 6. Mary - Mother of Chris t, Mother of  the Church  

963 Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit has been treated, it is fitting 
now to consider her place in the mystery of the Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is acknowledged and 
honored as being truly the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is 'clearly the mother of the 
members of Christ' . . . since she has by her charity joined in bringing about the birth of believers in 
the Church, who are members of its head."

502
 "Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church."

503
  

I. MARY'S MOTHERHOOD WITH REGARD TO THE CHURCH  

Wholly united with her Son . . .  

964 Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. 
"This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of 
Christ's virginal conception up to his death";

504
 it is made manifest above all at the hour of his 

Passion:  

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union 
with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her 
only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's 
heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the same 
Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold 
your son."

505
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965 After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers."
506

 In her 
association with the apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her prayers imploring the 
gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation."

507
  

. . . also in her Assumption  

966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of 

her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the 
Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord 
of lords and conqueror of sin and death."

508
 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular 

participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians:  

In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O Mother of 
God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by your prayers, will 
deliver our souls from death.

509
 

. . . she is our Mother in the order of grace  

967 By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive work, and to every 

prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith and charity. Thus she is 
a "preeminent and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; indeed, she is the "exemplary 
realization" (typus)

510
 of the Church.  

968 Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly singular 
way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the Savior's work of 
restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace."

511
  

969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent 

which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath the 
cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this 
saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . 
. . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, 
Benefactress, and Mediatrix."

512
  

970 "Mary's function as mother of men in no way obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of 
Christ, but rather shows its power. But the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence on men . . . flows 
forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on his mediation, depends entirely on 
it, and draws all its power from it."

513
 "No creature could ever be counted along with the Incarnate 

Word and Redeemer; but just as the priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways both by his 
ministers and the faithful, and as the one goodness of God is radiated in different ways among his 
creatures, so also the unique mediation of the Redeemer does not exclude but rather gives rise to 
a manifold cooperation which is but a sharing in this one source."

514
  

II. DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN  

971 "All generations will call me blessed": "The Church's devotion to the Blessed Virgin is intrinsic 
to Christian worship."

515
 The Church rightly honors "the Blessed Virgin with special devotion. 
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From the most ancient times the Blessed Virgin has been honored with the title of 'Mother of God, ' 
to whose protection the faithful fly in all their dangers and needs. . . . This very special devotion . . . 
differs essentially from the adoration which is given to the incarnate Word and equally to the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, and greatly fosters this adoration."

516
 The liturgical feasts dedicated to the 

Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as the rosary, an "epitome of the whole Gospel," express 
this devotion to the Virgin Mary.

517
  

III. MARY - ESCHATOLOGICAL ICON OF THE CHURCH  

972 After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better way to 

conclude than by looking to Mary. In her we contemplate what the Church already is in her mystery 
on her own "pilgrimage of faith," and what she will be in the homeland at the end of her journey. 
There, "in the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity," "in the communion of all the saints,"

518
 

the Church is awaited by the one she venerates as Mother of her Lord and as her own mother.  

In the meantime the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which she possesses in body and soul in heaven, 
is the image and beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come. Likewise she 
shines forth on earth until the day of the Lord shall come, a sign of certain hope and comfort to the 
pilgrim People of God.

519
 

IN BRIEF  

973 By pronouncing her "fiat" at the Annunciation and giving her consent to the Incarnation, Mary 
was already collaborating with the whole work her Son was to accomplish. She is mother wherever 
he is Savior and head of the Mystical Body.  

974 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life was completed, was taken 
up body and soul into the glory of heaven, where she already shares in the glory of her Son's 
Resurrection, anticipating the resurrection of all members of his Body.  

975 "We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of the Church, continues in 
heaven to exercise her maternal role on behalf of the members of Christ" (Paul VI, CPG § 15). 

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Jacob Receives Esau's Blessing 

Genesis 27:18 - 24 Which when he had carried in, he said: My father? 
But he answered: I hear. Who art thou, my son? And Jacob said: I am 
Esau, thy firstborn: I have done as thou didst command me: arise, sit 
and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said to 
his son: How couldst thou find it so quickly, my son? He answered: It 
was the will of God, that what I sought came quickly in my way: And 
Isaac said: Come hither, that I may feel thee, my son, and may prove 
whether thou be my son Esau, or no. He came near to his father, and 
when he had felt him, Isaac said: The voice indeed is the voice of 
Jacob; but the hands, are the hands of Esau. And he knew him not, 
because his hairy hands made him like to the elder. Then blessing 
him, He said: Art thou my son Esau? He answered: I am. 
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J ewish Histor ian J osephus 

Jesus Speaks 
(Volume 1 - Part 9) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) provide us with an 
extraordinary, divinely inspired collection of literary “snapshots” of the life of Jesus. 
From conception, birth and childhood, to public life, death, resurrection and 
ascension, the life of Jesus is a matter of history and is no longer seriously 
disputed by anyone. Even our modern calendar is based on the year of His birth. 
 
Consider this secular account of Jesus by the 
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, who 
chronicled, among many other things, the life and 
times of Herod the Great. Josephus was a 
contemporary of the very early church, and an 
eyewitness to many of the events that transpired 
around the times of the destruction of Jerusalem in 
70 AD. Here, we find a passage that tells us much 
about what the common man of the day would 
have understood about Jesus. From Herod the 
Great Book XVIII, chapter iii:  

About this time lived Jesus, a man full of 
wisdom, if indeed one may call Him a man. For He 
was the doer of incredible things, and the teacher of such as gladly received the 
truth. He thus attracted to Himself many Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was 
the Christ. On the accusation of the leading men of our people, Pilate 
condemned Him to death upon the cross; nevertheless those who had 
previously loved Him still remained faithful to Him. For on the third day He again 
appeared to them liv ing, just as, in addition to a thousand other marvelous 
things, prophets sent by God had foretold. And to the present day the race of 
those who call themselves Christians after Him has not ceased.  

But many who are not familiar with the 
Bible or with the consistent teachings of 
the Holy Catholic Church continue to 
speculate about things like whether Jesus 
knew He was God, or whether Jesus ever 
said He was God, or whether He is God. 
 

So that your faith may be truthfully 
informed, I’ve assembled a collection of 
Bible passages that deal with this exact 
subject. Look them up in your own Bible. 
Read the verses in context in order to 
better understand the deeper truths 
contained within.   
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Matthew 3:16 - 17  And Jesus being baptized, forthwith came out of the water: 
and lo, the heavens were opened to him: and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending as a dove, and coming upon him.  And behold a voice from heaven 
saying: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
 

Mark 14:61 Again the high priest asked him and 
said to him: Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed God?  And Jesus said to him: I AM. 
  
John 4:25   The woman saith to him: I know that 
the Messias cometh (who is called Christ): 
therefore, when he is come, he will tell us all 
things. Jesus saith to her: I AM he. 
 

John 6:35   And Jesus said to them: I AM the 
bread of life. 
  
John 6:51   I AM the liv ing bread which came 
down from heaven. 
 
John 8:12   Again therefore, Jesus spoke to 
them, saying: I AM the light of the world. 
  

John 8:58   Jesus said to them: Amen, amen, I say to you, 
                   before Abraham was made, I AM. 
  

John 8:23   And Jesus said to them: You are from beneath: I AM from above. 
                   You are of this world: I AM not of this world. 
 
John 10:9    I am the door. By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved: and 
                    he shall go in and go out, and shall find pastures. 
 
John 10:11  I AM the good shepherd. 
                   The good shepherd giveth his life for his sheep. 
 
John 10:30  I and the Father are one. 
 

John 10:36 - 38  Do you say of him whom the Father 
hath sanctified and sent into the world: Thou 
blasphemest; because I said: I am the Son of God? 
If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 
But if I do, though you will not believe me, believe 
the works: that you may know and believe that the 
Father is in me and I in the Father.  
 

John 11:25 Jesus said to her: 
                   I AM the resurrection and the life. 
 
John 13:13 You call me Master and Lord. 
                   And you say well: for so I am.  
 
John 14:6   Jesus saith to him: 
                   I AM the way, and the truth, and the life. 
  

 

 

Palm Sunday 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 95 -  

John 14:11 Believe you not that I AM in the                                
Father and the Father in me? 
 
John 15:1   I AM the true vine: and my 
Father is the vine dresser. 

 
QUESTION: 
Knowing what you know about the Holy Name of 
God, do you think it’s just a coincidence that 
Jesus chose to use the words “I AM” in many of 

these passages? 
  
John 14:20  In that day you shall know that I AM 
in my Father: and you in me, and I in you. 
 
John 14:15  If you love ME, keep MY COMMANDMENTS. And I will ask the 
Father: and he shall give you another Paraclete, that He may abide with you 
forever: The Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him 
not, nor knoweth Him. (Note to all Muslims: Mohamed is NOT the Paraclete. The 
Holy Spir it is the Paraclete.) 
 
QUESTION: 
We know that GOD personally gave the Ten Commandments to Moses. In the 
above verse, Jesus says the Ten Commandments are HIS.  Since Jesus never 
lied to anyone, doesn’t this clear ly tell  us that Jesus is  GOD? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Coming Up In Part 10: The Spir it of Truth 
 

 

 

J esus Raises Lazar us Fr om The Dead 
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I. CHRIST'S WHOLE LIFE IS MYSTERY  

514 Many things about Jesus of interest to human curiosity do not figure in the Gospels. Almost 
nothing is said about his hidden life at Nazareth, and even a great part of his public life is not 
recounted.

172
 What is written in the Gospels was set down there "so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name."
173

  

515 The Gospels were written by men who were among the first to have the faith
174

 and wanted to 
share it with others. Having known in faith who Jesus is, they could see and make others see the 
traces of his mystery in all his earthly life. From the swaddling clothes of his birth to the vinegar of 
his Passion and the shroud of his Resurrection, everything in Jesus' life was a sign of his 
mystery.

175
 His deeds, miracles and words all revealed that "in him the whole fullness of deity 

dwells bodily."
176

 His humanity appeared as "sacrament", that is, the sign and instrument, of his 
divinity and of the salvation he brings: what was visible in his earthly life leads to the invisible 
mystery of his divine sonship and redemptive mission  

Characteristics common to Jesus' mysteries  

516 Christ's whole earthly life - his words and deeds, his silences and sufferings, indeed his 

manner of being and speaking - is Revelation of the Father. Jesus can say: "Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father", and the Father can say: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"

177
 

Because our Lord became man in order to do his Father's will, even the least characteristics of his 
mysteries manifest "God's love. . . among us".

178
  

517 Christ's whole li fe is a mystery of redemption. Redemption comes to us above all through the 
blood of his cross,

179
 but this mystery is at work throughout Christ's entire li fe:  

- already in his Incarnation through which by becoming poor he enriches us with his poverty;
180

  

- in his hidden life which by his submission atones for our disobedience;
181

  

- in his word which purifies its hearers;
182

  

- in his healings and exorcisms by which "he took our infirmities and bore our diseases";
183

  

- and in his Resurrection by which he justifies us.
184

  

518 Christ's whole li fe is a mystery of recapitulation. All Jesus did, said and suffered had for its aim 
restoring fallen man to his original vocation:  

When Christ became incarnate and was made man, he recapitulated in himself the long 
history of mankind and procured for us a "short cut" to salvation, so that what we had lost 
in Adam, that is, being in the image and likeness of God, we might recover in Christ 
Jesus.

185
 For this reason Christ experienced all the stages of life, thereby giving 

communion with God to all men.
186

 

542 Christ stands at the heart of this gathering of men into the "family of God". By his word, 
through signs that manifest the reign of God, and by sending out his disciples, Jesus calls all 
people to come together around him. But above all in the great Paschal mystery - his death on the 
cross and his Resurrection - he would accomplish the coming of his kingdom. "And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." Into this union with Christ all men are called.

250
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547 Jesus accompanies his words with many "mighty works and wonders and signs", which 
manifest that the kingdom is present in him and attest that he was the promised Messiah.

268
  

548 The signs worked by Jesus attest that the Father has sent him. They invite belief in him.
269

 To 

those who turn to him in faith, he grants what they ask.
270

 So miracles strengthen faith in the One 
who does his Father's works; they bear witness that he is the Son of God.

271
 But his miracles can 

also be occasions for "offence";
272

 they are not intended to satisfy people's curiosity or desire for 
magic Despite his evident miracles some people reject Jesus; he is even accused of acting by the 
power of demons.

273
  

549 By freeing some individuals from the earthly evils of hunger, injustice, illness and death,
274

 
Jesus performed messianic signs. Nevertheless he did not come to abolish all evils here below,

275
 

but to free men from the gravest slavery, sin, which thwarts them in their vocation as God's sons 
and causes all forms of human bondage.

276
  

550 The coming of God's kingdom means the defeat of Satan's: "If it is by the Spirit of God that I 
cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you."

277
 Jesus' exorcisms free some 

individuals from the domination of demons. They anticipate Jesus' great victory over "the ruler of 
this world".

278
 The kingdom of God will be definitively established through Christ's cross: "God 

reigned from the wood."
279

  

561 "The whole of Christ's life was a continual teaching: his silences, his miracles, his gestures, his 
prayer, his love for people, his special affection for the little and the poor, his acceptance of the 
total sacrifice on the Cross for the redemption of the world, and his Resurrection are the 
actualization of his word and the fulfillment of Revelation" John Paul II, CT 9).  

562 Christ's disciples are to conform themselves to him until he is formed in them (cf. Gal 4:19). 
"For this reason we, who have been made like to him, who have died with him and risen with him, 
are taken up into the mysteries of his life, until we reign together with him" (LG 7 § 4).  

563 No one, whether shepherd or wise man, can approach God here below except by kneeling 
before the manger at Bethlehem and adoring him hidden in the weakness of a new-born child.  

564 By his obedience to Mary and Joseph, as well as by his humble work during the long years in 
Nazareth, Jesus gives us the example of holiness in the daily life of family and work.  

565 From the beginning of his public life, at his baptism, Jesus is the "Servant", wholly consecrated 
to the redemptive work that he will accomplish by the "baptism" of his Passion.  

566 The temptation in the desert shows Jesus, the humble Messiah, who triumphs over Satan by 
his total adherence to the plan of salvation willed by the Father.  

567 The kingdom of heaven was inaugurated on earth by Christ. "This kingdom shone out before 
men in the word, in the works and in the presence of Christ" (LG 5). The Church is the seed and 
beginning of this kingdom. Its keys are entrusted to Peter.  

568 Christ's Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles' faith in anticipation of his Passion: 
the ascent on to the "high mountain" prepares for the ascent to Calvary. Christ, Head of the 
Church, manifests what his Body contains and radiates in the sacraments: "the hope of glory" (Col 
1:27; cf.: St. Leo the Great, Sermo 51, 3: PL 54, 310C).  
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Lot' s Wife Takes Her Last Look  

Genesis 19:23 - 26 The sun was risen upon the earth, and Lot 
entered into Segor. And the Lord rained upon Sodom and 
Gomorrha brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. And 
he destroyed these cities, and all the country about, all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and all things that spring from the earth. 
And his wife looking behind her, was turned into a statue of salt.  
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Baptism of J esus 

 
A Dove 

 One symbol of 
the Holy S pir it. 

The Spir it Of Truth 
(Volume 1 - Part 10) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

It was a warmer than usual fall day in the 5th grade at St. Daniel the Prophet 
Catholic School. Sister was conducting a review of the Baptism of Jesus. 
 
“When the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at the River Jordan, He appeared in 
the form of a bird. What type of bird was it?” 
 
Up went my hand. I had the answer to this one! 
 
Immediately, Sister called on me, so, grinning 
confidently, I stood up straight, looked her right in 
the eye and exclaimed, “A parakeet!” 
 
The look of abject horror and disgust that appeared 
on her usually serene face told me that my answer 
had missed the mark. But how?  I was sure that I 
heard that word used to describe the Holy Spirit. 
Where did I go wrong? 
 
After a moment, Sister began to smile, even giggle 
(along with most of the class). I slumped back down into my seat. “Margaret, can 
you give us the correct answer?” At that, the smart, cute little girl who sat just 
ahead of me, stood up and set things right. 
 
“The Holy Spirit” she said, “appeared as a dove … not a 
parakeet”. 
 
Sister again looked my way, “You were probably thinking of 
the word Paraclete, another name we have for the Holy Spirit, 
which means advocate or guidance counselor”. 
 
Of course, Sister was right. Since that day, I’ve discovered 
that a lot of people are confused about the mysterious Holy 
Spirit. So that you won’t be, here are some key facts you need 
to know. 
 
The Holy Spirit is one of three distinct Persons that make up the One Eternal God. 
Each Person of the three is God, yet they exist together in a form we describe as 
the Holy Trinity. (CCC 685 i.e. Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
 
Regardless of which divine Person (or Persons) may appear to be 
working at any given time or during any given event, the three 
Persons of the Trinity always act together, eternally united in a 
very special way.  (CCC 266) 
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Cr umbled W alls of J er icho 

It may help to think of God the Father as the sovereign architect of all that is seen 
and unseen and of God the Son as the literal and personal expression of God’s 
infinite love and justice.  You might think of God the Holy Spirit as the expression 
of the infinite love, which the Father has for the Son, and the Son for the Father, 
full of divine power, wisdom and glory. 
 
There’s a great mystery here and much we can’t understand. Study the Bible and 
Catechism for the next 50 years or so and you might begin to appreciate the 
awesome nature and workings of the Holy Trinity. For now, I suggest you accept it 
on faith.      
 
We know the Holy Spirit as the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. (CCC 246) 
 
He is the “Mighty Wind” who swept across the waters of the young earth and the 
“Breath of Life” who introduced Adam to his soul. (Genesis 1:2 and Genesis 2:7) 
 

He guided pairs of every creature into Noah’s Ark and later, He personally opened 
the fountains of the great deep and the loosed the floodgates of heaven. (Genesis 7: 
9 – 11)  
 
He is the fiery Destroyer of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
(Genesis 19:24) 
 
He is the One who quickened the infertile womb of 
Sarah, granting faithful Abraham a beloved son. 
(Genesis 18:14) 
 
It is the Holy Spirit who hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh and who led the Israelites out of Egypt. He 
is the “Pillar of Cloud” and “Pillar of Fire” who 
protected His people in the desert and showed them 
the way. (Exodus 10:1 and Exodus 13:22) 
 
The Holy Spirit is the strong “Burning Wind” who 
parted the Red Sea. (Exodus 14:21) He is the “Finger 
of God” who rendered the Ten Commandments in 
stone. (Exodus 31:18) 
 
It was He who stopped up the River Jordan so His people could pass over on dry 
ground (Joshua 3:17) and it was He who caused the walls of Jericho to crumble. 
(Joshua 6:20) 
 

The Holy Spirit guided the smooth, solitary stone that was launched by David’s 
sling, defeating Goliath, the hulking beast and mortal enemy of Israel. 
(1

st
 Samuel 17:49) 

 

He has spoken through the Prophets (and inspired all the writers of the Bible).  
To save His prophet Daniel, he sent an angel to shut the mouths of hungry lions. 
(Daniel 6:22) 
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With the consent of the Virgin Mary, He conceived the baby Jesus in her womb. 
(Luke 1:26) 
 

He is the power behind every miracle. (Exodus 9:16, 2
nd

 Kings 17:36, Psalms 
77:14, Psalms 105:27, Isaiah 22:21, Jeremiah 16:21, Daniel 4:3, Matthew 9:2, Mark 1:27, Luke 
1:35, Luke 4:14, Luke 4:36, Luke 5:17, Luke 9:44, Luke 10:19, Luke 24:49, John 1:12, John 17:2, 
Acts 1:8, Acts 4:33, Acts 10:38, Romans 1:3, Romans 9:17, Romans 13:1, Romans 15:13, Romans 
15:19, 1

st
 Corinthians 6:14, 2

nd
 Corinthians 3:14, 1

st
 Thessalonians 1:5, 1

st
 Peter 4:14, 2

nd
 Peter 

1:3)   
 

He dwelled within the Tabernacle in the desert (Exodus 33:9) and in the Holy of 
Holies on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. (1st

 Kings 8:10) Today, He sanctifies our 
Church (John 14:16) and dwells within every baptized, faithful and repentant 
Christian. (2nd

 Corinthians 6:16) 
 

The Holy Spir it descended like a dove on the baptized Jesus 
(Matthew 3:16) and it was through the power of the Holy Spir it 
that Jesus, fully man and fully God, perfectly accomplished His 
divine mission. 
 

Acts 10:38  Jesus of Nazareth: how God anointed him 
with the Holy Ghost and with power, who went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him.   

 

It is the Holy Spir it who darkened the sky and 
shook the earth on Good Friday (Matthew 27:45) 
and 3 days hence, raised Himself from the 
dead. (Romans 8:11) 
 

On Pentecost, visible as tongues of fire and audible as wind and thunder, He 
anointed Mary and the Apostles (and on all those gathered together with them), 
and presided at the birth of the Holy Catholic Church.  (Acts 2:1) 
 

He remains the Paraclete (advocate) and Spir it of Truth who 
guides the Church throughout history, protecting it from doctr inal 
error.  (John 14:16) 
 

At Baptism, the Holy Spirit sweeps sin from our soul and takes up residence there, 
indelibly marking us as adopted children of God and co-heirs with Jesus Christ.  
(Ephesians 4:30, Galatians 4:7)  
 
At Mass, it is the Holy Spirit who transforms ordinary bread and wine into the 
glorified, resurrected body and blood of Jesus.  (CCC 1375) 
 

Through the other Sacraments, particularly Confirmation and 
Holy Orders, that same Spir it scribes additional marks, imparts 
special graces and bestows unique spir itual gifts. 
(CCC 1317, CCC 1121, CCC 800) 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 102 -  

The New J er usalem 
comes down fr om heaven 

Just before our Savior returns, the Holy Spirit wi ll speak through God’s elect, 
revealing the “Man of Sin” (Antichrist, false-christ, the Beast) to all those with “eyes 
to see” and “ears to hear”. (2nd

 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 
It is the Holy Spirit, who will, at the end of the age, transform our mortal bodies into 
glory and renovate the earth with holy fire, making all things new again. 
(2

nd
 Peter 3:7 -12, Revelation 21:1) 

 

 
We know all this and more about the Holy Spir it because 

it was revealed; first, by Jesus Christ, and later by 
the Spir it Himself, work ing through the Apost les and 

their ordained successors, the Bishops 
 of the Holy Catholic Church. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming Up In Part 11: Mary, Universal Mom 

 

 

The New Jerusalem (City of God) 

 Comes Down From Heaven At the End of the Age 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 
 
A "sure norm for teaching the faith," as well as a "sure and authentic reference text" for preparing local catechisms (cf. 

Apostolic Constitution Fidei Depositum, no. 4) 

The Father and the Son revealed by the Spiri t  

243 Before his Passover, Jesus announced the sending of "another Paraclete" (Advocate), the 

Holy Spirit. At work since creation, having previously "spoken through the prophets", the Spirit will 
now be with and in the disciples, to teach them and guide them "into all the truth".

68
 The Holy Spirit 

is thus revealed as another divine person with Jesus and the Father.  

244 The eternal origin of the Holy Spirit is revealed in his mission in time. The Spirit is sent to the 

apostles and to the Church both by the Father in the name of the Son, and by the Son in person, 
once he had returned to the Father.

69
 The sending of the person of the Spirit after Jesus' 

glorification
70

 reveals in its fullness the mystery of the Holy Trinity.  

245 The apostolic faith concerning the Spirit was confessed by the second ecumenical council at 

Constantinople (381): "We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father."

71
 By this confession, the Church recognizes the Father as "the source and origin of the 

whole divinity".
72

 But the eternal origin of the Spirit is not unconnected with the Son's origin: "The 
Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, is God, one and equal with the Father and the Son, of the 
same substance and also of the same nature. . . Yet he is not called the Spirit of the Father 
alone,. . . but the Spirit of both the Father and the Son."

73
 The Creed of the Church from the 

Council of Constantinople confesses: "With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and 
glorified."

74
  

246 The Latin tradition of the Creed confesses that the Spirit "proceeds from the Father and the 
Son (filioque)". The Council of Florence in 1438 explains: "The Holy Spirit is eternally from Father 
and Son; He has his nature and subsistence at once (simul) from the Father and the Son. He 
proceeds eternally from both as from one principle and through one spiration. . . . And, since the 
Father has through generation given to the only-begotten Son everything that belongs to the 
Father, except being Father, the Son has also eternally from the Father, from whom he is eternally 
born, that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Son."

75
  

247 The affirmation of the filioque does not appear in the Creed confessed in 381 at 
Constantinople. But Pope St. Leo I, following an ancient Latin and Alexandrian tradition, had 
already confessed it dogmatically in 447,

76
 even before Rome, in 451 at the Council of Chalcedon, 

came to recognize and receive the Symbol of 381. The use of this formula in the Creed was 
gradually admitted into the Latin liturgy (between the eighth and eleventh centuries). The 
introduction of the filioque into the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed by the Latin liturgy constitutes 
moreover, even today, a point of disagreement with the Orthodox Churches. 

248 At the outset the Eastern tradition expresses the Father's character as first origin of the Spirit. 
By confessing the Spirit as he "who proceeds from the Father", it affirms that he comes from the 
Father through the Son.

77
 The Western tradition expresses first the consubstantial communion 

between Father and Son, by saying that the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son (filioque). 
It says this, "legitimately and with good reason",

78
 for the eternal order of the divine persons in their 

consubstantial communion implies that the Father, as "the principle without principle",
79

 is the first 
origin of the Spirit, but also that as Father of the only Son, he is, with the Son, the single principle 
from which the Holy Spirit proceeds.

80
 This legitimate complementarity, provided it does not 

become rigid, does not affect the identity of faith in the reality of the same mystery confessed. 
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

249 From the beginning, the revealed truth of the Holy Trinity has been at the very root of the 
Church's living faith, principally by means of Baptism. It finds its expression in the rule of baptismal 
faith, formulated in the preaching, catechesis and prayer of the Church. Such formulations are 
already found in the apostolic writings, such as this salutation taken up in the Eucharistic liturgy: 
"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all."

81
  

250 During the first centuries the Church sought to clarify her Trinitarian faith, both to deepen her 

own understanding of the faith and to defend it against the errors that were deforming it. This 
clarification was the work of the early councils, aided by the theological work of the Church Fathers 
and sustained by the Christian people's sense of the faith.  

251 In order to articulate the dogma of the Trinity, the Church had to develop her own terminology 
with the help of certain notions of philosophical origin: "substance", "person" or "hypostasis", 
"relation" and so on. In doing this, she did not submit the faith to human wisdom, but gave a new 
and unprecedented meaning to these terms, which from then on would be used to signify an 
ineffable mystery, "infinitely beyond all that we can humanly understand".

82
  

252 The Church uses (I) the term "substance" (rendered also at times by "essence" or "nature") to 
designate the divine being in its unity, (II) the term "person" or "hypostasis" to designate the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit in the real distinction among them, and (III) the term "relation" to designate the 
fact that their distinction lies in the relationship of each to the others.  

The dogma of the Holy Trinity  

253 The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three persons, the 
"consubstantial Trinity".

83
 The divine persons do not share the one divinity among themselves but 

each of them is God whole and entire: "The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the 
Father is, the Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by nature one God."

84
 In the 

words of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), "Each of the persons is that supreme reality, viz., the 
divine substance, essence or nature."

85
  

254 The divine persons are really distinct from one another. "God is one but not solitary."
86

 
"Father", "Son", "Holy Spirit" are not simply names designating modalities of the divine being, for 
they are really distinct from one another: "He is not the Father who is the Son, nor is the Son he 
who is the Father, nor is the Holy Spirit he who is the Father or the Son."

87
 They are distinct from 

one another in their relations of origin: "It is the Father who generates, the Son who is begotten, 
and the Holy Spirit who proceeds."

88
 The divine Unity is Triune.  

255 The divine persons are relative to one another. Because it does not divide the divine unity, the 

real distinction of the persons from one another resides solely in the relationships which relate 
them to one another: "In the relational names of the persons the Father is related to the Son, the 
Son to the Father, and the Holy Spirit to both. While they are called three persons in view of their 
relations, we believe in one nature or substance."

89
 Indeed "everything (in them) is one where there 

is no opposition of relationship."
90

 "Because of that unity the Father is wholly in the Son and wholly 
in the Holy Spirit; the Son is wholly in the Father and wholly in the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit is 
wholly in the Father and wholly in the Son."

91
  

256 St. Gregory of Nazianzus, also called "the Theologian", entrusts this summary of Trinitarian 
faith to the catechumens of Constantinople:  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

Above all guard for me this great deposit of faith for which I live and fight, which I want to 
take with me as a companion, and which makes me bear all evils and despise all 
pleasures: I mean the profession of faith in the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. I 
entrust it to you today. By it I am soon going to plunge you into water and raise you up from 
it. I give it to you as the companion and patron of your whole life. I give you but one divinity 
and power, existing one in three, and containing the three in a distinct way. Divinity without 
disparity of substance or nature, without superior degree that raises up or inferior degree 
that casts down. . . the infinite co-naturality of three infinites. Each person considered in 
himself is entirely God. . . the three considered together. . . I have not even begun to think 
of unity when the Trinity bathes me in its splendor. I have not even begun to think of the 
Trinity when unity grasps me. . .

92 

257 "O blessed light, O Trinity and first Unity!"
93

 God is eternal blessedness, undying life, unfading 
light. God is love: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God freely wills to communicate the glory of his 
blessed life. Such is the "plan of his loving kindness", conceived by the Father before the 
foundation of the world, in his beloved Son: "He destined us in love to be his sons" and "to be 
conformed to the image of his Son", through "the spirit of sonship".

94
 This plan is a "grace [which] 

was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began", stemming immediately from Trinitarian 
love.

95
 It unfolds in the work of creation, the whole history of salvation after the fall, and the 

missions of the Son and the Spirit, which are continued in the mission of the Church.
96

  

258 The whole divine economy is the common work of the three divine persons. For as the Trinity 

has only one and the same natures so too does it have only one and the same operation: "The 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are not three principles of creation but one principle."

97
 

However, each divine person performs the common work according to his unique personal 
property. Thus the Church confesses, following the New Testament, "one God and Father from 
whom all things are, and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom all things are, and one Holy Spirit in 
whom all things are".

98
 It is above all the divine missions of the Son's Incarnation and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit that show forth the properties of the divine persons.  

259 Being a work at once common and personal, the whole divine economy makes known both 
what is proper to the divine persons, and their one divine nature. Hence the whole Christian life is a 
communion with each of the divine persons, without in any way separating them. Everyone who 
glorifies the Father does so through the Son in the Holy Spirit; everyone who follows Christ does so 
because the Father draws him and the Spirit moves him.

99
  

260 The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is the entry of God's creatures into the perfect 

unity of the Blessed Trinity.
100

 But even now we are called to be a dwelling for the Most Holy 
Trinity: "If a man loves me", says the Lord, "he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him, and make our home with him":

101
  

1830 The moral li fe of Christians is sustained by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. These are permanent 
dispositions which make man docile in following the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  

1831 The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety, and fear of the Lord. They belong in their fullness to Christ, Son of David.

109
 They complete 

and perfect the virtues of those who receive them. They make the faithful docile in readily obeying 
divine inspirations.  
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God’s Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 
 
Let your good spirit lead me on a level path.

110
  

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God . . . If children, then heirs, heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ.

111
  

1832 The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the Holy Spirit forms in us as the first fruits of 
eternal glory. The tradition of the Church lists twelve of them: "charity, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, chastity."

112
  

IN BRIEF  

261 The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the Christian faith and of 
Christian life. God alone can make it known to us by revealing himself as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  

262 The Incarnation of God's Son reveals that God is the eternal Father and that the Son is 
consubstantial with the Father, which means that, in the Father and with the Father the Son is one 
and the same God.  

263 The mission of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Father in the name of the Son (Jn 14:26) and by the 
Son "from the Father" (Jn 15:26), reveals that, with them, the Spirit is one and the same God. "With 
the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified" (Nicene Creed).  

264 "The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father as the first principle and, by the eternal gift of this to 
the Son, from the communion of both the Father and the Son" (St. Augustine, De Trin. 15, 26, 47: 
PL 42, 1095).  

265 By the grace of Baptism "in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit", we 
are called to share in the life of the Blessed Trinity, here on earth in the obscurity of faith, and after 
death in eternal light (c f. Paul VI, CPG § 9).  

266 "Now this is the Catholic faith: We worship one God in the Trinity and the Trinity in unity, 
without either confusing the persons or dividing the substance; for the person of the Father is one, 
the Son's is another, the Holy Spirit's another; but the Godhead of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
is one, their glory equal, their majesty coeternal" (Athanasian Creed: DS 75; ND 16).  

267 Inseparable in what they are, the divine persons are also inseparable in what they do. But 
within the single divine operation each shows forth what is proper to him in the Trinity, especially in 
the divine missions of the Son's Incarnation and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Mary, Universal Mom 
(Volume 1 - Part 11) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

For a moment, I want you to imagine that YOU are the Son of God. Your Father 
has chosen to send YOU to redeem sinful mankind. To carry out your assignment, 
you’ll need to be born of woman and become human. 
 
Here’s where it gets interesting: Because you’re God, you get to create your own 
mother!  Mother of Jesus.  Mother of God.  Mother of the Catholic (Universal) 
Church. Universal Mom! 
 
Based on your requirements as  the Son of God and 
the imperat ives of your miss ion, what special talents , 
graces and priv ileges would you grant her?  
 
We know that the Blessed Virgin Mary came from a good 
family. 
 
Her father (Joachim) was a descendent of King David 
and her mother (Anna) was descended from Aaron, the 
line of priests. Jesus, then, possesses a human lineage 
that is completely appropriate for Messiah. Even as a 
man, He is truly both priest and king. 
 
If you’ve ever wondered why tedious and hard to understand family genealogies 
are listed in the Bible, now you know. God wants you to understand that He is in 
control of human history, down to the smallest details (which are often the most 
important).  
 
The scriptures and tradition are fi lled with many similar divine “coincidences”, 
seemingly obscure events and lots of plain old mysteries. Here are a few things I 
hope you’ll find interesting: 
 
God himself performed the first animal sacrifice when He made clothes for Adam 
and Eve from animal skins. Ancient tradition tells us that the first unlucky critter 
was a leopard. 
 

Genesis 3:21  And the Lord God made for Adam and his wife garments of skins, 
and clothed them. 

 
Noah’s flood was necessary to wipe out the progeny of a group who were either 
the evil descendants of Cain or were the offspring of fallen angels consorting with 
human women (nephilim). 
 
In either case, the resulting child would often be of gigantic proportions, very evil 
and especially difficult to potty train. (Sorry, the potty joke was mine. There is no 
bathroom humor in the Bible.) 
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Genesis 6:2 - 4  The sons of God seeing the daughters of men, that they were fair, 
took to themselves wives of all which they chose. 
 
And God said: My spirit shall not remain in man for ever, because he is flesh, 
and his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. Now giants were upon the 
earth in those days. For after the sons of God went in to the daughters of men, 
and they brought forth children, these are the mighty men of old, men of renown.  

 
These creatures, through inter-breeding, eventually 
managed to contaminate the entire human genome, except 
for NOAH’s family. That’s why Noah (and 7 other humans) 
got to build the ark and survive.  
 

Genesis 6:9  These are the generations of Noe: Noe (Noah) 
was a just and perfect man in his generations, he walked 
with God. 
 

St. Peter tells us that Noah and his family were SAVED by the FLOOD. 
 
1Peter 3:18 - 20  Because Christ also died once for our sins, the just for the 
unjust: that he might offer us to God, being put to death indeed in the flesh, but 
enlivened in the spirit, In which also coming he preached to those spirits that 
were in prison:  Which had been some time incredulous, when they waited for 
the patience of God in the days of Noe, when the ark was a building: wherein a 
few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water.  

 
These oversize hybrid people showed up again in the Promised Land just in time 
to battle the Israelites, as they were returning from their sojourn in Egypt. 
(Remember Moses and the parting of the Red Sea?) Without another flood, they 
proved difficult to dislodge. Generations later the Israelites were still fighting 
giants.  
 

God brought the flood to destroy the first influx of these evil beings and here’s 
what He told the Israelites to do about those they encountered later: 
 

Numbers 33:52 - 55  Destroy all the inhabitants of that land: Beat down their 
pillars, and break in pieces their statues, and waste all their high places, 
Cleansing the land, and dwelling in it. For I have given it you for a possession.  
And you shall div ide it among you by lot. To the more you shall give a larger 
part, and to the fewer a lesser. To every one as the lot shall fall, so shall the 
inheritance be given. The possession shall be div ided by the tribes and the 
families. But if you will not kil l the inhabitants of the land: they that remain, shall 
be unto you as nails in your eyes, and spears in your sides, and they shall be 
your adversaries in the land of your habitation.  
 

How evil were these descendants of the nephilim (fal len ones)? 
 

“  … they shall be unto you as nails in your eyes 
and spears in your sides.”  

 

OUCH! 

Noah’s Ar k  
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Whatever it was about the evil creatures before the flood and 
their later cousins, it was something that God would not put up 
with. He knew they would be extremely dangerous to His chosen 
people. They were to be destroyed. 
 
Unfortunately, many political movements and hate groups throughout history have 
cited these passages to justify discrimination against certain ethnic and religious 
groups and even to legitimize their attempts at exterminating them.  
That is absolutely wrong. God never gave man the authority to make these types 
of determinations. This situation was unique and based solely on divine 
knowledge. God always does what’s right and we are often unable to understand 
His reasons. This is one of those times. We should read nothing into it. 
 
In fact, the Israelites couldn’t follow God’s instructions, either. They actually made 
friends and even inter-married with many of the very people that God ordered 
them to destroy. Some even claim that their first king, Saul, was one of them! Of 
course, they suffered greatly as a result. 
 

Most people think that Noah took 1 pair of every animal into the 
ark. In fact, he took 2 pairs of every “ unclean”  animal (like pigs or 
vultures) and 7 pairs of “ clean”  animals (like sheep or doves).  
 

Genesis 7:2 - 3  Of all clean beasts take seven and seven, the male and the 
female. But of the beasts that are unclean two and two, the male and the female. 
Of the fowls also of the air seven and seven, the male and the female: that seed 
may be saved upon the face of the whole earth.  

 

After the flood, one of Noah’s sons committed an indecent act of some sort. Here’s 
what happened: 
 

Genesis 9:20 - 25  And Noe a husbandman began to till the ground, and planted a 
v ineyard. And drinking of the wine was made drunk, and was uncovered in his 
tent. Which when Cham the father of Chanaan had seen, to wit, that his father's 
nakedness was uncovered, he told it to his two brethren without. But Sem and 
Japheth put a cloak upon their shoulders, and going backward, covered the 
nakedness of their father: and their faces were turned away, and they saw not 
their father's nakedness. And Noe awaking from the wine, when he had learned 
what his younger son had done to him, He said: Cursed be Chanaan, a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren.  

  

Much later, in the book of Leviticus, we find out that all the fuss in Genesis was 
really about Cham (Ham) committing an indecent act with his own mother: 
 

Leviticus 18:7 - 8  Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father, or the 
nakedness of thy mother: she is thy mother, thou shalt not uncover her 
nakedness. Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's wife: for it is 
the nakedness of thy father.  

 
In the Book of Genesis, Abraham is ordered by God to sacrifice Isaac, his son. 
Obediently, Abraham takes Isaac up a nearby mountain and prepares to kill him. 
Of course, God stops him before any harm is done. 
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The Second Temple on 
Mount Mor iah 

 
The location Abraham chose for the sacrifice (Mt. Moriah) was the same place the 
high priest Melchisedech, king of Salem, chose for his sacrifices of bread and wine 
to the most-high God (pre-figuring Jesus and the Eucharist). Salem later became 
Jeru - Salem, meaning “City of Peace” (peace? … that must be a future prophecy). 
 

King David would later purchase the mount (it was a grain-
threshing operation in his time) for the location of the first 
Temple. The 2nd Temple was reconstructed here as well. 
Also located on Mt. Moriah is the site of Christ’s crucifixion, 
of his burial in the garden tomb and, of course, His 
resurrection. This is truly holy ground.  
 

The Spir it of God ceased to dwell in the Jewish 
Temple at the very moment Jesus died on the 
cross, which was also the hour that all of the 
Passover lambs were being r itually slaughtered 
there. How’s that for symbolism? 
 

Supernatural darkness already covered the land. It was 
around three in the afternoon. We know from the Bible that 
Jesus called out in a loud voice, commended His spirit to His 
Father, and died. One of the Roman soldiers took a spear and thrust it into Jesus’ 
chest, just to make sure. Blood and water gushed out. At that moment, a massive 
earthquake rocked the entire area. The huge capstone forming the entrance to the 
Temple’s Holy of Holies snapped like a twig, rending the heavy veil, which sealed 
the entrance, neatly in two. It was as if the spear, in piercing our Savior, had 
pierced the veil as well. Here’s the Bible reference: 
 

Matthew 27:45 - 51 Now from the sixth hour, there was darkness over the whole 
earth, until the ninth hour.  And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying: Eli, Eli, lamma sabacthani? That is, My God, My God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?  And some that stood there and heard said: This man calleth 
Elias. And immediately one of them running took a sponge and filled it with 
v inegar and put it on a reed and gave him to drink.  And the others said: Let be. 
Let us see whether Elias will come to deliver him.  And Jesus again cr ying with a 
loud voice, yielded up the ghost.  And behold the veil of the temple was rent in 
two from the top even to the bottom : and the earth quaked and the rocks were 
rent.  

 

All this wasn’t lost on the Roman soldiers. This was definitely not your “standard” 
crucifixion! Let’s read  Matthew 27: 52 – 54: 
 

And the graves were opened: and many bodies of the saints that had slept arose, 
And coming out of the tombs after his resurrection, came into the holy cit y and 
appeared to many. 
Now the centurion and they that were with him watching Jesus, having seen the 
earthquake and the things that were done, were sore afraid, saying: Indeed this 
was the Son of God.  
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Take a moment to reflect on the complexity of all that 
happened over that brief, three-day span. Split-
second timing. Supernatural darkness. Massive 
earthquakes. Signs in the heavens and on earth. 
Dead neighbors unexpectedly coming over for dinner. 
Jesus alive once more! Every Messianic prophecy 
fulfilled to the letter. All of human history suddenly 
brought into sharp focus through the “lens” of Calvary 
and the cross. Generations of long dead “captives” 
released from their place of confinement and billions, 
yet to be born, freed from eternal slavery. Satan 
would never recover. Jesus, the Lamb, had fulfilled 
His destiny and had perfectly executed His mission. 
Heaven’s gates were thrown wide. Alleluia to the 
Lamb of God!  
 
But this wouldn’t be the last time Jerusalem would experience cataclysm. In the 
year 70, exactly as Jesus predicted, the Roman General, Titus, would encircle, 
invade and destroy the entire city of Jerusalem, including the Temple. Hundreds of 
thousands of Jews were killed in a tremendous conflagration that marked the 
definitive end of one age and the start of the next. 
 

Christians, who were well aware of the words of Jesus, and heeded them, left 
town shortly before the destruction and suffered no casualties! After a short, 
supernatural growth spurt, nourished by the zeal of the Apostles and the blood of 
the martyrs, the center of God’s earthly kingdom would shift from Jerusalem to 
Rome, and the Catholic Church would eventually become the official Church 
of the known world. 
 

In Luke 21:5 - 36 Jesus speaks at length about the “ end”  of the 
Jewish “ world”  and the events that would shortly come to pass 
within the span of one Biblical generation, just 40 years after His 
crucifixion: 
 

And some saying of the temple that it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, 
he said: These things which you see, the days will come in which there shall not 
be left a stone upon a stone that shall not be thrown down. And they asked him, 
saying: Master, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign when 
they shall begin to come to pass? 
 

Who said: Take heed you be not seduced: for many will  come in my name, 
saying: I am he and the time is at hand. Go ye not therefore after them. And when 
you shall hear of wars and seditions, be not terrified. These things must first 
come to pass: but the end is not yet presently. Then he said to them: Nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
And there shall be great earthquakes in divers places and pestilences and 
famines and terrors from heaven: and there shall be great signs. 
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But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and into prisons, dragging you before kings 
and governors, for my name's sake. And it shall happen unto you for a 
testimony. 
 
Lay it up therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before how you shall  answer: 
For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be 
able to resist and gainsay. And you shall be betrayed by your parents and 
brethren and kinsmen and friends: and some of you they will put to death. And 
you shall be hated by all men for my name's sake. But a hair of your head shall 
not perish. In your patience you shall possess your souls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And when you shall see Jerusalem compassed about with an army, then know 
that the desolation thereof is at hand. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains: and those who are in the midst thereof depart out: and those who are 
in the countries not enter into it. For these are the days of vengeance, that all 
things may be fulfilled, that are written. But woe to them that are with child and 
give suck in those days: for there shall be great distress in the land and wrath 
upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword and shall be led 
away captives into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the 
Gentiles till the times of the nations be fulfilled. 
 

Jesus goes on to compare the events that wi ll  shortly come to 
pass in Jerusalem with the great tribulation and the signs in the 
heavens that will  signal the end of our current age, just before 
He final ly returns in glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords:  
 
And there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, by reason of the confusion of the roaring of the 
sea, and of the waves: Men withering away for fear and expectation of what shall 
come upon the whole world. For the powers of heaven shall be moved. 
And then they shall see the Son of man coming in a cloud, with great power and 
majesty. 
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The Temple Mount  Today 

But when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is at hand. And he spoke to them a similitude. See the 
fig tree and all the trees: When they now shoot forth their fruit, you know that 
summer is nigh; So you also, when you shall see these things come to pass, 
know that the kingdom of God is at hand. 

 
Once again, Jesus shifts His attention to the near future:  
 
Amen, I say to you, this generation shall not pass away till all  things be fulfilled. 
Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 
 

Then, a warning to all  generations… 
 
And take heed to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting and drunkenness and the cares of this life: and that day come upon 
you suddenly. For as a snare shall it come upon all that sit upon the face of the 
whole earth. 
 

Watch! Pray. 
 
Watch ye, therefore, praying at all times, that you may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that are to come and to stand before the Son of man. 
  

The Biblical number 40 has always denoted a 
period of TRIAL. Noah’s flood: 40 days/nights; 
Isaac had to wait 40 years before he received 
his twin sons, Esau and Jacob; Israelites in the 
desert: 40 years; Moses waited 40 days on Mt. 
Sinai to receive the Commandments; Jonah in 
Nineveh: God gave them 40 days to repent; 
Jesus fasting in the desert: 40 days; Time 
allotted for the Jews to accept Jesus as 
Messiah: 40 years. 
 

Ask yourself: would Jerusalem have been 
destroyed if all those living there heeded the 
teachings of the Apostles and accepted Jesus Christ as their Messiah? Those who 
did were saved. The rest were destroyed or scattered throughout the world. 
 

Later efforts to rebuild the Temple were spectacularly unsuccessful. Since that 
time, the Jewish people have been unable to perform their most important 
religious rituals and sacrifices. Do you think God may be trying to tell them 
something? 
 

Only in the last 40 years have Jews been able to return, in any significant 
numbers, to Jerusalem and the Holy Land, yet the temple mount is sti ll not under 
their control. Today, a very famous Muslim mosque, adorned with a golden dome, 
stands on the site. Conflict continues to surround this holy place. 
Is all this activity on Mt. Moriah merely “coincidental”? I think not! And there’s 
definitely more to come. As Jesus says, “Watch ye and pray!” 
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 Ar k  of the Covenant 

So, what does Mt. Moriah have to do with the Virgin Mary, the main subject of this 
piece? 
 
The Ark of the Covenant was originally si tuated inside the Temple, in the Holy of 
Holies, until it mysteriously disappeared around the 
time the first Temple was destroyed.  
 
Before the first Temple, the Ark, sheltered inside a 
special tent, called a Tabernacle, was the only place 
on earth where the Spirit of God dwelled with man.  
 

Mary became the Ark of the New Covenant when she 
consented to carry Jesus in her womb and was 
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Through Jesus, (and forever after , through Jesus in the Eucharist) God 
would dwell with man on the earth in  a whole new way: body and blood, 
soul and divinity . 

 
We think that Mary originally lived near Mt. Moriah, in the neighborhood of the pool 
at Bethesda, not far from the Temple in Jerusalem. A good Jewish girl, Mary would 
have been taught the fine points of the Law and would have studied the Psalms 
and the writings of the Prophets.  
 

We know from scripture and Tradition that Mary is a woman of the greatest 
personal sanctity, patience, humility and courage. We also know that Mary was, by 
a singular privilege and grace of God, immaculately conceived in her mother’s 
womb. That is, exempt from all stain of original sin and so was preserved forever 
from the damaging effects that sin has on human nature. She never sinned at any 
time. 
 

She was probably dedicated to God by her 
parents at a young age (before she was 3) 
and as such, would remain a virgin 
throughout her life. Under Jewish Law, this 
would not prevent her from marrying. 
 
Around the age of thirteen, Mary was 
betrothed (engaged) to Joseph. Since the 
marriage celebration would not take place for 
about a year afterward, she continued to live 
in her mother’s home, then located in 
Nazareth. It was at that time the Angel 
Gabriel appeared to her. 
 
Here is the account of the Annunciat ion 
according to Luke, verses 1:26 - 1:38: 
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And in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God into a city of 
Galilee, called Nazareth, To a v irgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David: and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel 
being come in, said unto her: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 
thou among women. 
 
Who having heard, was troubled at his saying and thought with herself what 
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said to her: Fear not, Mary, 
for thou hast found grace with God. Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and 
shalt bring forth a son: and thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great and 
shall be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God shall give unto him 
the throne of David his father: and he shall reign in the house of Jacob forever. 
And of his kingdom there shall be no end. And Mary said to the angel: How shall 
this be done, because I know not man? And the angel answering, said to her: 
The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee and the power of the Most High shall 
overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God. And behold thy cousin Elizabeth, she also hath 
conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her that is called 
barren.  Because no word shall be impossible with God. And Mary said : Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her. 

 

Much of the “ Hail  Mary”  prayer is derived from this Bible passage. By consenting 
to carry our Savior in her womb, Mary voluntarily surrendered her life to God. 
Doing so, she became the Ark of the New Covenant, the Mother of God, (Jesus, 
the man, IS truly God and Mary IS truly His mother) the Mother of the Church and 
the greatest Saint. We honor Mary for the work she did (and continues to do) in 
cooperating with God in  the work of redemption. Next to her divine Son, Mary 
is the finest human example of unselfish obedience, holiness, faith, courage and 
love. 
 
Many people, especially Protestants, wonder why 
Catholics venerate Mary as we do. I l ike to  tel l 
them that the best way to  stay on any man’s  
good side is to be nice to  his mother. 
 
Since Jesus is fully man, He certainly appreciates 
it when we honor his mother, Mary. Since Jesus is 
fully God, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Mary is 
rightfully and truthfully the Queen of Heaven (the 
mother of the king is the queen). She deserves 
our utmost respect and reverence. God, Himself 
has ordained it! 
 

Let’s look at Revelation 11:19 
and witness the Assumption of Mary 
into heaven: 
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Revelation 11:19  And the temple of God was opened in heaven: and the ark of his 
testament (Mary) was seen in his temple. And there were lightnings and voices 
and an earthquake and great hail.  

 

Then, in Revelation 12:1 we see her coronation (note the crown) 
as Queen of Heaven: 
 

And a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
  

Without putting any constraints on our Lord God, you should 
know that ancient Hebrew tradition holds that the king must 
receive (but not necessarily grant) any request made by his 

mother, the queen. 
 
Where do we find this in the Bible? Read 1st Kings 2:19 - 20: 
 

Then Bethsabee came to king Solomon, to speak to him for Adonias: and the 
king arose to meet her, and bowed to her, and sat down upon his throne: and a 
throne was set for the king's mother, and she sat on his right hand. And she said 
to him: I desire one small petition of thee; do not put me to confusion. And the 
king said to her: My mother ask, for I must not turn away thy face.  

 
Bathsabee (Bathsheba) was the mother of King Solomon, the son of King David, 
Jesus’ mortal forefather. She approached the King with a request and he honored 
it without question. Read the passage in context for more detailed information.  
 

The queen holds a place of honor 
second only to the king, himself. 

 
This tells us all we need to know about the relationship between 

Jesus, the Eternal King of the House of David and His mother, Mary. 
 

Here is what the Catholic Church (officially) has to say about it: 
 

40. Hence the revered Mother of God, from all eternity joined in a hidden way 
with Jesus Christ in one and the same decree of predestination, immaculate in 
her conception, a most perfect v irgin in her div ine motherhood, the noble 
associate of the div ine Redeemer who has won a complete triumph over sin and 
its consequences, finally obtained, as the supreme culmination of her priv ileges, 
that she should be preserved free from the corruption of the tomb and that, like 
her own Son, having overcome death, she might be taken up body and soul to 
the glory of heaven where, as Queen, she sits in splendor at the right hand of her 
Son, the immortal King of the Ages. 
 
(Catholic Church Official Source Document: Munificentissimus Deus) 

 

Who, other than the Father and the Holy Spir it, is closer to Jesus 
than Mary?  
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Name one other human who has carried the Son of the Most High God (Who is 
truly God, Himself) inside her? Nursed Him at her breast? Changed Him? Bathed 
Him? Comforted Him? Taught Him to walk and talk? Protected and cared for Him? 
Played with Him? Prayed for Him? Suffered with Him? Supported His ministry? 
Watched Him die? Never denied or betrayed Him? Gave hope to His disciples and 
shared their anointing at Pentecost? 
    

Who, other than the Son and the Holy Spir it, is closer to the 
Father than Mary, the mother of Jesus, His divine Son?  
Who, other than the Father and the Son, is closer to the Holy 
Spir it than Mary? 
 

She received Him, the first time, so that Jesus (The 
Word) could be conceived (made flesh) in her womb 
and she received Him, the second time, at 
Pentecost, to assist at the birth of her Son’s (Holy 
Catholic) Church.  
 

Mary truly is “the handmaiden of the Lord”.  Most 
importantly for us, God, in His infinite wisdom, made 
her exactly as she is, so that she could cooperate 
with His Son, Jesus, in bringing all souls to heaven.  
He knows we need ALL the HELP we can get! 
Those who reject God’s provision do so at their own 
eternal peril! 
 

What human, (other than our Savior, Jesus) 
throughout all of history, is more worthy of our praise, reverence and admiration 
(not worship, which is reserved for God, alone) than Mary? If Mary was l iving on 
earth with us today, what honors would we bestow on her? 
 
 

Mary, a woman, is the preeminent, non-divine human being. 
 

Mary, a woman, is the Mother of the Catholic Church and the patron 
saint of every deacon, priest, bishop and pope. 
 

Mary, a woman, had authority over the Son of God for much of His 
life here on earth. She continues to cooperate with Him in His work, 
today. 
 

Mary, a woman, has authority over angels and "outranks" every man 
in the universe, except God. 
 

Mary, a woman, realized, that to successfully conform her will to 
God’s will, she would have to suffer and do without some things in 
this life. Like most good Catholic moms, she did so, beautifully.  
 
 

Coming Up In Part 12: The One True Church 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 

484 The Annunciation to Mary inaugurates "the fullness of time",
119

 the time of the fulfillment of 
God's promises and preparations. Mary was invited to conceive him in whom the "whole fullness of 
deity" would dwell "bodily".

120
 The divine response to her question, "How can this be, since I know 

not man?", was given by the power of the Spirit: "The Holy Spirit will come upon you."
121

  

485 The mission of the Holy Spirit is always conjoined and ordered to that of the Son.
122

 The Holy 
Spirit, "the Lord, the giver of Life", is sent to sanctify the womb of the Virgin Mary and divinely 
fecundate it, causing her to conceive the eternal Son of the Father in a humanity drawn from her 
own.  

486 The Father's only Son, conceived as man in the womb of the Virgin Mary, is "Christ", that is to 
say, anointed by the Holy Spirit, from the beginning of his human existence, though the 
manifestation of this fact takes place only progressively: to the shepherds, to the magi, to John the 
Baptist, to the disciples.

123
 Thus the whole life of Jesus Christ will make manifest "how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power."
124

  

II. . . .BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY  

487 What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what it believes about Christ, and 
what it teaches about Mary illumines in turn its faith in Christ.  

Mary's predestination  

488 "God sent forth his Son", but to prepare a body for him,
125

 he wanted the free co-operation of a 
creature. For this, from all eternity God chose for the mother of his Son a daughter of Israel, a 
young Jewish woman of Nazareth in Galilee, "a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary":

126
  

The Father of mercies willed that the Incarnation should be preceded by assent on the part 
of the predestined mother, so that just as a woman had a share in the coming of death, so 
also should a woman contribute to the coming of li fe.

127
 

489 Throughout the Old Covenant the mission of many holy women prepared for that of Mary. At 
the very beginning there was Eve; despite her disobedience, she receives the promise of a 
posterity that will be victorious over the evil one, as well as the promise that she will be the mother 
of all the living.

128
 By virtue of this promise, Sarah conceives a son in spite of her old age.

129
 

Against all human expectation God chooses those who were considered powerless and weak to 
show forth his faithfulness to his promises: Hannah, the mother of Samuel; Deborah; Ruth; Judith 
and Esther; and many other women.

130
 Mary "stands out among the poor and humble of the Lord, 

who confidently hope for and receive salvation from him. After a long period of waiting the times 
are fulfilled in her, the exalted Daughter of Sion, and the new plan of salvation is established."

131
  

The Immaculate Conception  

490 To become the mother of the Savior, Mary "was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such 
a role."

132
 The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as "full of grace".

133
 In 

fact, in order for Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her 
vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by God's grace.  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of grace" 
through God,

134
 was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of the 

Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:  

The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular 
grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of 
the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin.

135
 

492 The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which Mary is "enriched from the first instant 

of her conception" comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by 
reason of the merits of her Son".

136
 The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person 

"in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places" and chose her "in Christ before the 
foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before him in love".

137
  

493 The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God "the All-Holy" (Panagia), and 
celebrate her as "free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a 
new creature".

138
 By the grace of God Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long.  

"Let i t be done to me according to you r word. . ."   

494 At the announcement that she would give birth to "the Son of the Most High" without knowing 

man, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary responded with the obedience of faith, certain that "with 
God nothing will be impossible": "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be [done] to me 
according to your word."

139
 Thus, giving her consent to God's word, Mary becomes the mother of 

Jesus. Espousing the divine will for salvation wholeheartedly, without a single sin to restrain her, 
she gave herself entirely to the person and to the work of her Son; she did so in order to serve the 
mystery of redemption with him and dependent on him, by God's grace:

140
  

As St. Irenaeus says, "Being obedient she became the cause of salvation for herself and 
for the whole human race."

141
 Hence not a few of the early Fathers gladly assert. . .: "The 

knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by Mary's obedience: what the virgin Eve bound 
through her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith."

142
 Comparing her with Eve, they call 

Mary "the Mother of the living" and frequently claim: "Death through Eve, life through 
Mary."

143
 

Mary's divine motherhood  

495 Called in the Gospels "the mother of Jesus", Mary is acclaimed by Elizabeth, at the prompting 
of the Spirit and even before the birth of her son, as "the mother of my Lord".

144
 In fact, the One 

whom she conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son according to the flesh, 
was none other than the Father's eternal Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Hence the 
Church confesses that Mary is truly "Mother of God" (Theotokos).

145
  

Mary's virginity  

496 From the first formulations of her faith, the Church has confessed that Jesus was conceived 
solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, affirming also the corporeal 
aspect of this event: Jesus was conceived "by the Holy Spirit without human seed".

146
 The Fathers 

see in the virginal conception the sign that it truly was the Son of God who came in a humanity like 
our own. Thus St. Ignatius of Antioch at the beginning of the second century says: 
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You are firmly convinced about our Lord, who is truly of the race of David according to the 
flesh, Son of God according to the will and power of God, truly born of a virgin,. . . he was 
truly nailed to a tree for us in his flesh under Pontius Pilate. . . he truly suffered, as he is 
also truly risen.

147
 

497 The Gospel accounts understand the virginal conception of Jesus as a divine work that 
surpasses all human understanding and possibility:

148
 "That which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit", said the angel to Joseph about Mary his fiancee.
149

 The Church sees here the fulfillment of 
the divine promise given through the prophet Isaiah: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son."

150
  

498 People are sometimes troubled by the silence of St. Mark's Gospel and the New Testament 
Epistles about Jesus' virginal conception. Some might wonder i f we were merely dealing with 
legends or theological constructs not claiming to be history. To this we must respond: Faith in the 
virginal conception of Jesus met with the lively opposition, mockery or incomprehension of non-
believers, Jews and pagans alike;

151
 so it could hardly have been motivated by pagan mythology or 

by some adaptation to the ideas of the age. The meaning of this event is accessible only to faith, 
which understands in it the "connection of these mysteries with one another"

152
 in the totality of 

Christ's mysteries, from his Incarnation to his Passover. St. Ignatius of Antioch already bears 
witness to this connection: "Mary's virginity and giving birth, and even the Lord's death escaped the 
notice of the prince of this world: these three mysteries worthy of proclamation were accomplished 
in God's silence."

153
  

Mary - "ever-virgin"   

499 The deepening of faith in the virginal motherhood led the Church to confess Mary's real and 
perpetual virginity even in the act of giving birth to the Son of God made man.

154
 In fact, Christ's 

birth "did not diminish his mother's virginal integrity but sanctified it."
155

 And so the liturgy of the 
Church celebrates Mary as Aeiparthenos, the "Ever-virgin".

156
  

500 Against this doctrine the objection is sometimes raised that the Bible mentions brothers and 
sisters of Jesus.

157
 The Church has always understood these passages as not referring to other 

children of the Virgin Mary. In fact James and Joseph, "brothers of Jesus", are the sons of another 
Mary, a disciple of Christ, whom St. Matthew significantly calls "the other Mary".

158
 They are close 

relations of Jesus, according to an Old Testament expression.
159

  

501 Jesus is Mary's only son, but her spiritual motherhood extends to all men whom indeed he 
came to save: "The Son whom she brought forth is he whom God placed as the first-born among 
many brethren, that is, the faithful in whose generation and formation she co-operates with a 
mother's love."

160
  

Mary's virginal motherhood in God's plan  

502 The eyes of faith can discover in the context of the whole of Revelation the mysterious 
reasons why God in his saving plan wanted his Son to be born of a virgin. These reasons touch 
both on the person of Christ and his redemptive mission, and on the welcome Mary gave that 
mission on behalf of all men.  

503 Mary's virginity manifests God's absolute initiative in the Incarnation. Jesus has only God as 
Father. "He was never estranged from the Father because of the human nature which he 
assumed. . . He is naturally Son of the Father as to his divinity and naturally son of his mother as to 
his humanity, but properly Son of the Father in both natures."

161
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504 Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary's womb because he is the New Adam, 
who inaugurates the new creation: "The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second 
man is from heaven."

162
 From his conception, Christ's humanity is filled with the Holy Spirit, for God 

"gives him the Spirit without measure."
163

 From "his fullness" as the head of redeemed humanity 
"we have all received, grace upon grace."

164
  

505 By his virginal conception, Jesus, the New Adam, ushers in the new birth of children adopted 

in the Holy Spirit through faith. "How can this be?"
165

 Participation in the divine life arises "not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God".

166
 The acceptance of this life is 

virginal because it is entirely the Spirit's gift to man. The spousal character of the human vocation 
in relation to God

167
 is fulfilled perfectly in Mary's virginal motherhood. 

506 Mary is a virgin because her virginity is the sign of her faith "unadulterated by any doubt", and 
of her undivided gift of herself to God's will.

168
 It is her faith that enables her to become the mother 

of the Savior: "Mary is more blessed because she embraces faith in Christ than because she 
conceives the flesh of Christ."

169
  

507 At once virgin and mother, Mary is the symbol and the most perfect realization of the Church: 
"the Church indeed. . . by receiving the word of God in faith becomes herself a mother. By 
preaching and Baptism she brings forth sons, who are conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
God, to a new and immortal life. She herself is a virgin, who keeps in its entirety and purity the faith 
she pledged to her spouse."

170
  

IN BRIEF  

508 From among the descendants of Eve, God chose the Virgin Mary to be the mother of his Son. 
"Full of grace", Mary is "the most excellent fruit of redemption" (SC 103): from the first instant of her 
conception, she was totally preserved from the stain of original sin and she remained pure from all 
personal sin throughout her li fe.  

509 Mary is truly "Mother of God" since she is the mother of the eternal Son of God made man, 
who is God himself.  

510 Mary "remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to him, a virgin in 
carrying him, a virgin in nursing him at her breast, always a virgin" (St. Augustine, Serm. 186, 1: PL 
38, 999): with her whole being she is "the handmaid of the Lord" (Lk 1:38).  

511 The Virgin Mary "cooperated through free faith and obedience in human salvation" (LG 56). 
She uttered her yes "in the name of all human nature" (St. Thomas Aquinas, STh III, 30, 1). By her 
obedience she became the new Eve, mother of the living. 

963 Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit has been treated, it is fitting 
now to consider her place in the mystery of the Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is acknowledged and 
honored as being truly the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is 'clearly the mother of the 
members of Christ' . . . since she has by her charity joined in bringing about the birth of believers in 
the Church, who are members of its head."

502
 "Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church."

503
  

I. MARY'S MOTHERHOOD WITH REGARD TO THE CHURCH  

Wholly united with her Son . . .  
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964 Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. 
"This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of 
Christ's virginal conception up to his death";

504
 it is made manifest above all at the hour of his 

Passion:  

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in 
her union with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, 
enduring with her only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his 
sacrifice in her mother's heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim, born 
of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his 
disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold your son."

505
 

965 After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers."
506

 In her 
association with the apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her prayers imploring the 
gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation."

507
  

. . . also in her Assump tion  

966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of 

her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the 
Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord 
of lords and conqueror of sin and death."

508
 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular 

participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians:  

In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O 
Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by 
your prayers, will deliver our souls from death.

509
 

. . . she is our Mo ther in the order of grace  

967 By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive work, and to every 

prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith and charity. Thus she is 
a "preeminent and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; indeed, she is the "exemplary 
realization" (typus)

510
 of the Church.  

968 Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly singular 

way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the Savior's work of 
restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace."

511
  

969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the consent 
which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath the 
cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this 
saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . 
. . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper, 
Benefactress, and Mediatrix."

512
  

970 "Mary's function as mother of men in no way obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of 
Christ, but rather shows its power. But the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence on men . . . flows 
forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on his mediation, depends entirely on 
it, and draws all its power from it."

513
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"No creature could ever be counted along with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; but just as the 
priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways both by his ministers and the faithful, and as the one 
goodness of God is radiated in different ways among his creatures, so also the unique mediation of 
the Redeemer does not exclude but rather gives rise to a manifold cooperation which is but a 
sharing in this one source."

514
  

* II. DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN  

971 "All generations will call me blessed": "The Church's devotion to the Blessed Virgin is intrinsic 
to Christian worship."

515
 The Church rightly honors "the Blessed Virgin with special devotion. 

From the most ancient times the Blessed Virgin has been honored with the title of 'Mother of God, ' 
to whose protection the faithful fly in all their dangers and needs. . . . This very special devotion . . . 
differs essentially from the adoration which is given to the incarnate Word and equally to the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, and greatly fosters this adoration."

516
 The liturgical feasts dedicated to the 

Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as the rosary, an "epitome of the whole Gospel," express 
this devotion to the Virgin Mary.

517
  

III. MARY - ESCHATOLOGICAL ICON OF THE CHURCH  

972 After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better way to 

conclude than by looking to Mary. In her we contemplate what the Church already is in her mystery 
on her own "pilgrimage of faith," and what she will be in the homeland at the end of her journey. 
There, "in the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity," "in the communion of all the saints,"

518
 

the Church is awaited by the one she venerates as Mother of her Lord and as her own mother.  

In the meantime the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which she possesses in body and soul in 
heaven, is the image and beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to 
come. Likewise she shines forth on earth until the day of the Lord shall come, a sign of 
certain hope and comfort to the pilgrim People of God.

519
 

IN BRIEF  

973 By pronouncing her "fiat" at the Annunciation and giving her consent to the Incarnation, Mary 
was already collaborating with the whole work her Son was to accomplish. She is mother wherever 
he is Savior and head of the Mystical Body.  

974 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life was completed, was taken 
up body and soul into the glory of heaven, where she already shares in the glory of her Son's 
Resurrection, anticipating the resurrection of all members of his Body.  

975 "We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of the Church, continues in 
heaven to exercise her maternal role on behalf of the members of Christ" (Paul VI, CPG § 15). 

  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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The Flight To Egypt  

Matthew 2:13 - 15  And after they were departed, behold an 
angel of the Lord appeared in sleep to Joseph, saying: Arise, 
and take the chi ld and his mother, and fly into Egypt: and be 
there until I shall tell thee. For it wi ll come to pass that Herod will 
seek the child to destroy him. Who arose, and took the child and 
his mother by night, and retired into Egypt: and he was there 
until the death of Herod: That it might be fulfi lled which the Lord 
spoke by the prophet, saying: Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
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The One True Church 
(Volu me 1 - Pa rt 12) - Commentary By: Doug  Lawrence 

 

The Catholic Church is the one and only Church that was 
founded by Jesus Christ, the Eternal Word, the Lamb of God, 
and the second Person of the Holy Trinity. 
 
It was founded to replace the religious system of the Old Covenant and its’ 
reliance on animal sacrifice and keeping the Mosaic Law, with a better system, the 
New Covenant, which relies solely on the merits of the perfect, sacrificial death 
and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the faith of his church. 
 

Here’s what Jesus said to Peter and the Apostles about His Church: 
 

Matthew 16:15 - 19 Jesus saith to them: But whom do you say that I am? Simon 
Peter answered and said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the liv ing God. And Jesus 

answering said to him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: because flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in heaven.  
 

And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound 
also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it 
shall be loosed also in heaven. 

 

Now, ask yourself a question: Is it reasonable to believe that Jesus spent 
additional time speaking with Peter and the Apostles about His plans for the 
Church? Is it reasonable to believe that much of what was said was never written 
down anywhere? Absolutely! Read John 21:24 - 25: 
 

This is that disciple who giveth testimony of these things and hath written these 
things: and we know that his testimony is true. 
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But there are also many other things which Jesus did which, if they were written 
every one, the world itself. I think, would not be able to contain the books that 
should be written.  

 

We know that Jesus shared the wisdom 
of God with the Apostles. Even though 
much of what He said might have been 
temporarily forgotten, or lost to 
confusion, that wouldn’t pose a real 
problem, because, at Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit would descend on them and 
bring all things to mind.  
 

The Catholic Church was born 
on Pentecost. Since that day, 
the Holy Spir it has never left it. 
Since that day, Jesus has never 
ceased to be its’ head. Since 
that day, God the Father has 
never ceased Blessing it.  
 

Generations of dedicated Catholic 
scholars have worked to develop and 
clarify the truths that Jesus shared so beautifully with the Apostles. Building on 
their Traditions and further illuminated by the Holy Spirit and all inspired Scripture, 
the Catholic Church shares with us a deep appreciation of Jesus and the origins of 
His Church. 
 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

766 The Church is born primarily of Christ's total self-giving for our salvation, anticipated in the 
institution of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the cross. "The origin and growth of the Church are 
symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the open side of the crucified Jesus." "For it 
was from the side of Christ as he slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there came forth the 
'wondrous sacrament of the whole Church.'" As Eve was formed from the sleeping Adam's side, so 
the Church was born from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the cross. 

I don’t know about you, but I never understood the signif icance of the blood 
and the water. God Bless those guys who figured i t out! Now, I think I 
understand. The Bible tells us “the life of the flesh is in the blood” and that 
sacrificial blood is necessary to cover sin. It also tells us that flowing water is 
prescribed for making the “unclean” pure again. 
 

Leviticus 17:11  Because the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to 
you, that you may make atonement with it upon the altar for your souls, and the 
blood may be for an expiation of the soul. 
  

Leviticus 15:13  If he who suffereth this disease be healed, he shall number seven 
days after his cleansing: and having washed his clothes, and all his body in 
liv ing (flowing) water, he shall be clean. 
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When blood and water flowed from the side of the cruc ified Jesus, He 
became the source of “ l iving water”  and the Fountain of Al l Hol iness. And 
His blood didn’t just cover up our sins. The torrent that burst  forth  from the 
divine Christ had the power to completely wash away all the accumulated 
spiritual fi lth o f sin ful mankind, past, present and future!  
 

What remained was a new creation, transformed forever by that singular event at 
Calvary. Unlimited potential for good! From that moment forward, whenever God 
looked at us, He would see us in a whole new way. 
 

And we do get filthy, down here on the earth. We’re 
all miserable, serial, habitual sinners; even the best of 
us. Jesus knows that, but He loves us anyway. That’s 
why He worked out a plan to store, recycle and 
replenish that “living water” so it would never run out. 
 

The Church, through the Sacraments and the 
Liturgy, is the pr imary  “ dispenser”  of  “ l iving 
water” , that grace, or  unmerited favor, which He 
gave freely, to al l of  us. “ L iving water”  properly  
applied, washes away our sins. It also makes you 
and I, and all o f our good works, acceptable to  
God.   
 

To receive it, we need to believe in Jesus Christ, 
which is usually signified by our baptism into His 
Church. Then, all we need to do is ask. But, 
understand: we receive it on His terms, not ours. 
 

After all, Jesus made everything possible 
for us. He literally brought us from death 
into life. It’s presumptuous to demand to 
have it our way, as well. Besides, we 
already tr ied that … and it cost Jesus His li fe.     
 

So, the Church has rules and sacraments, liturgies and disciplines, all of which are 
there for us; to adopt, reconcile, nourish, strengthen and perfect, join together, 
heal, and finally, conduct us into eternity. We didn’t come up with this plan. God 
did. Maybe we don’t fully understand it, but who are we to reject it? 
 

You can be sure that God expects us  to be faithfu l, attentive and obedient to 
His Church. Not for His  sake, but for our own ! His  New Covenant offers 
salvation to all  …  through His Church. Taking that concept one step further , 
there is no guarantee of salvat ion outside the Church.  
 

But why, you ask, do we actually need to go to a Church to commune with God? 
Why can’t we pray at the seashore or in the forest, or from the top of a mountain? 
Good question! You can pray outside of Church and God will  hear your prayer. 
 

It’s just not the same as attending Mass. Not nearly the same.   
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Think of it this way: You’re walking across a desert. The temperature in the shade 
(if there was any shade) is over one hundred degrees. The sun is beating down 
mercilessly. You’ve been walking for hours and have hours more to go. You are 
thirsty. Parched. Your tongue feels swollen and it’s sticking to the roof of your 
mouth. You’re running out of spit and beginning to see things that aren’t really 
there. There’s a flock of big, ugly birds circling overhead. 
 
What do you need to do? You need to find water! Without it, 
you’re dead. 
 
Perhaps you can look for water at the seashore? Nope. That’s salt water. Even if 
you could get there, you still couldn’t drink it. Perhaps you could look for water in 
the forest? Nope. It’s too far away. You would never make it. Perhaps you could 
look for water at the top of a mountain? Nope. Even if you found a mountain in the 
desert, there probably wouldn’t be any water there. 
 
The only thing that’s going to keep you alive is a fountain or a well  that contains 
an abundant, dependable supply of good, clean, drinkable water. Nothing else 
will do. You can be sure that people who want to survive in the desert know how to 
find a well and know how to efficiently extract water from it. Everything they are 
and everything they have depends on it. 
 
Now, think of the world is a spiritual desert, complete with circl ing vultures. To 
survive, we need an abundant, dependable supply of “ liv ing water” . Otherwise, 
our soul soon begins to shrivel up and die. As it turns out, we can’t go for more 
than about 7 days without a good “drink”.  Most of us need to partake even more 
often. That ’s why Catholics have always been required, by precept (law) of 
the Church, to at tend Mass every Sunday. Failure to do so, without a valid 

reason, has always been considered a serious sin. 
 

At Mass, you may  “ drink”  freely, for  the source of “ l iving water”  is God. The 
fountain, or well, is His  Holy Catholic  Church, where the supply of “ living 
water”  is replen ished thousands of times  each day, al l around the world , 
wherever Mass is celebrated . There, God, through His sacrif icial pries thood, 
transforms ordinary  bread and wine into the real body and real blood of the 
risen Christ. Then, al l Blessings flow.  
 

So, the Mass, the Liturgy and the Sacraments are the chief sources of God’s 
grace. Other sources (like personal prayer, alone) are not usually sufficient, by 
themselves, to “quench” our spiritual thirst (or to satisfy our obligations as 
Catholics). 
 

The Body and Blood of Jesus Christ is the s tuff  of eternal l ife. 
Nothing else will  do! 

 

You can be sure that the people who want to surv ive the ordeal we call  l ife 
know how to find their way to  Mass every Sunday. They also take the time to 
learn how to receive all  of the Blessings  that God has in  store for them. 
Everything they are and everything they have depends on i t.  
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If this still doesn’t make sense to you, just take it on faith. What do you have to 
lose? If I’m wrong, you’ll waste around 3,200 hours of your life at Mass. If I’m right, 
you’ll gain eternity! It’s a good bet. 
 

Besides, God is all knowing. We are, by comparison, ignorant fools. He guides the 
Church and keeps it from error. We can’t go for an hour without committing some 
type of a sin. He endured unimaginable suffering for us without complaint. We balk 
at spending three quarters of an hour at Mass each week. He knows exactly what 
we need. We just think we do. 
 

Great things are possible for us, whom God has blessed, 
if we can learn to trust in Him and do our best 
to conform our will to His. 
 

Ignoring God and the guidance of His Church has more immediate consequences, 
too. Have you ever wondered why things are not going too well for so many 
people in this world? Let’s look at Proverbs 1:22 – 33, where God speaks to His 
people (whom he refers to as His children): 
 

O children, how long will you love childishness, and fools covet those things 
which are hurtful to themselves, and the unwise hate knowledge? 
 
Turn ye at my reproof: behold I will utter my spirit to you, and will shew you my 
words. Because I called, and you refused: I stretched out my hand, and there 
was none that regarded. You have despised all my counsel, and have neglected 
my reprehensions. I also will laugh in your destruction, and will mock when that 
shall come to you which you feared. 
 
When sudden calamity shal l fall on you, and destruction, as a tempest, shall be 
at hand: when tribulation and distress shall come upon you: Then shall they call 
upon me, and I will not hear: they shall rise in the morning, and shall not find me: 
Because they have hated instruction, and received not the fear of the Lord, Nor 
consented to my counsel, but despised all my reproof. 
 
Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, and shall be filled with their 
own devices. The turning away of little ones shall kill them, and the prosperity of 
fools shall destroy them. 
 
But he that shall hear me, shall rest without terror, and shall enjoy abundance, 
without fear of evils.  

 
As Dr. Phil (TV star and c lose fr iend of Oprah) might say, “ What is it you 
don’t understand about hearing and heeding the words of your Creator?”  
 
Any time we rely on our imperfect understanding instead of God’s perfect 
knowledge and revealed truth, we’re walking a tight rope and we’re very likely to 
fall (I use the term “fall” in both the literal and figurative sense).  
 

Do you think those Catholic Bishops were relying on God’s Spirit or their own faulty 
judgment when they decided to transfer problem priests from place to place, rather 
than deal with them appropriately?  
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Do you think President Clinton was relying on God’s Spirit or his own faulty judgment 
when he got himself impeached? 
 

Do you think that Martha Stewart was relying on God’s Spirit or her own faulty 
judgment when she sold all that stock? 
 

Do you think that both marriage partners were relying on God’s Spirit or their own as 
they progressed from dating to marriage to divorce? 
 

Do you think both parties were relying on God’s Spirit or their own when they made the 
series of choices that led to the abortion clinic? 
 

Do you think the bank robber was relying on God’s Spirit or his own when he decided 
to make a large, unauthorized withdrawal? 
  

The last time you messed up, big-time, were you relying on God’s Spirit or your own 
faulty judgment? 

 

From the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church:  

2032 The Church, the "pillar and bulwark of the truth," "has received this solemn 
command of Christ from the apostles to announce the saving truth." "To the 
Church belongs the right always and everywhere to announce moral principles, 
including those pertaining to the social order, and to make judgments on any 
human affairs to the extent that they are required by the fundamental rights of the 
human person or the salvation of souls." 

God doesn’t want any of us to go through these kinds of self-
inflicted ordeals, so He left us His Church to guide us. 
 

All we have to do is pay attention, do our best to follow the rules, receive the 
sacraments, pray, and have faith. 
 

And don’t confuse the people who govern 
(clergy) or belong to the Church (laity) with 
the institution, itself. The Church is full of 
anxious, confused, desperate people and 
that’s just where God wants them to be. He 
never had a problem hanging out with 
sinners! They’re not holy yet, (some may 
never be) but God is. He promised to keep 
His Church (the institution) holy, too, until He 
comes back for it at the end of the age. So, 
no matter how messed up things in the 
Church may seem, God has everything under 
control. He’s God. What did you expect? 
Have faith. 
 

Still want to try it your way? Consider the story of the bull in the china shop. 
Just the thought of a brute beast grazing among delicate, finely crafted plates, 
cups and saucers, all beautifully displayed on fine glass shelves, makes most 
people cringe. 
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Everybody knows there’s no way that bull can be in there without causing massive 
destruction. That’s why no one in his right mind would ever allow a bull to be 
brought into a china shop, in the first place. 
 
Undisciplined, unrepentant sinners in heaven would be just like that bull in the 
china shop. Totally out of place. Another place has been prepared for them. 
 
The Catholic Church possesses all the truth of God and al l the wisdom of 
the ages, held in sacred trus t for  you, your family and your loved ones. 
Learn from it. Accept what it  teaches. Build  your l ife around it. Choose your 
spouse and friends from those who belong to it . Don’t expect per fection, at 
least not yet, but have faith ! It sure beats tr ial  and error. 
 
Jesus promised to keep His Catholic Church intact and holy until He returns at the 
end of the age. Nearly two thousand years later, in spite of the many human 
weaknesses and shortcomings of the faithful, the Catholic Church continues to 
exist and thrive, not because of man, but through the awesome and holy power of 
God. 
 

Matthew 16:18  And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  
 

Matthew 28:20 … And behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world.  

 

The Fullness o f God’s  Truth subsists exclusively in the Catholic Church. In spite 
of age-old doctrinal disputes and criticism by self appointed “experts” and “holy 
men” both from within and without, the doctrines, practices and beliefs of the 
Catholic Church have remained essentially the same throughout the ages. 
 

John 14:16 - 21  And I wil l ask the Father: and he shall give you another 
Paraclete, that he may abide with you for ever: The spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, nor knoweth him. But you shall 
know him; because he shall abide with you and shall be in you. I will not leave 
you orphans: I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world seeth me no 
more. But you see me: because I live, and you shall live. In that day you shal l 
know that I am in my Father: and you in me, and I in you. He that hath my 
commandments and keepeth them; he it is that loveth me. And he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father: and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.  

 

We believe today what the disciples of Jesus 
Christ taught and knew to be true in the beginning. 
The truths we affirm are not those of men, but of 
Jesus Christ and His heavenly Father, revealed to 
us by and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
preserved in Tradition and Scripture for every 
generation. This is true of no other denomination 
or faith. 
 

Galatians 1:10 - 12  For do I now persuade men, 
or God? Or do I seek to please men? If I yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ. 
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For I give you to understand, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by 
me is not according to man. For neither did I receive it of man: nor did I learn it 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

 
The Holy Bible (as we know it) did not exist for the first three hundred years of 
church history. Unti l the Catholic Church determined the contents of the Canon of 
Sacred Scripture, (the God- inspired, authentic writings of the Old and New 
Testaments) no one could be sure which ancient or apostolic scrolls, books and 
letters were authentic. 
 
The Catholic Church declares the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and to be 
wholly without error as to doctrines and truth. Because it contains prophecy, 
(accurately and correctly predicting future events long before they occur), we can 
determine without doubt, that the Bible is divinely inspired and not just a cleverly 
crafted work of man. 
 
From the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church: 

120 It was by the apostolic Tradition that the Church discerned which writings are 
to be included in the list of the sacred books. This complete list is called the canon 
of Scripture. It includes 46 books for the Old Testament (45 if we count Jeremiah 
and Lamentations as one) and 27 for the New.  

THE OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 AND 2 Samuel, 1 AND 2 Kings, 1 AND 2 Chronicles, 
Ezra AND Nehemiah, Tobit, Judith, Esther, 1 AND 2 Maccabees, Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, THE Song of Songs, THE Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach 
(Ecclesiasticus), Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zachariah and Malachi.  

THE NEW TESTAMENT: THE GOSPELS ACCORDING TO Matthew, Mark, Luke 
AND John, THE Acts of the Apostles, THE Letters of St. Paul to the Romans, 1 
AND 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 AND 2 
Thessalonians, 1 AND 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, THE Letter to the Hebrews, 
THE Letters of James, 1 AND 2 Peter, 1, 2 AND 3 John, and Jude, AND 
Revelation (the Apocalypse). 

The CATHOLIC CHURCH, NOT the BIBLE, is the SOLE authority 
for all religious doctr ines, practices and beliefs. Here, Jesus 
personally commissions Simon Peter, the first Pope: 
 

Matthew 16:19  And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And 
whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven. 

 

Did you see anything about the Bible or Scripture mentioned in 
the above passage? Nope! Protestants please note. 
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Guided by the Holy Spir it, The Catholic Church maintains the 
integrity of the Sacred Deposit of Faith 3 ways: 
 

1] Through SACRED APOSTOLIC TRADITION, the truths, beliefs and 
practices that Catholics have always maintained from the earliest days, 
including the infallible declarations of the Pope and the Pope and Bishops 
together, in Council. 
 

2Thessalonians 2:15 – 17  Therefore, brethren, stand fast: and hold the 
traditions, which you have learned, whether by word or by our epistle. Now 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God and our Father, who hath loved us 
and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope in grace, Exhort 
your hearts and confirm you in every good work and word. 

 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

78 This living transmission, accomplished in the Holy Spirit, is called Tradition, since it is distinct 
from Sacred Scripture, though closely connected to it. Through Tradition, "the Church, in her 
doctrine, li fe and worship, perpetuates and transmits to every generation all that she herself is, all 
that she believes." "The sayings of the holy Fathers are a witness to the life-giving presence of this 
Tradition, showing how its riches are poured out in the practice and life of the Church, in her belief 
and her prayer." 

2] Through SCRIPTURE, the inspired Word of God, contained in the Holy 

Bible. 
 

2Timothy 3:16 - 17  All scripture, inspired of God, is profitable to teach, to 
reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice: That the man of God may be perfect, 
furnished to every good work.  

 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

111 But since Sacred Scripture is inspired, there is another and no less important principle of 
correct interpretation, without which Scripture would remain a dead letter. "Sacred Scripture must 
be read and interpreted in the light of the same Spirit by whom it was written."

77
  

The Second Vatican Council indicates three criteria for interpreting Scripture in accordance with the 
Spirit who inspired it.

78
  

112 1. Be especially attentive "to the content and unity of the whole Scripture". Different as the 
books which compose it may be, Scripture is a unity by reason of the unity of God's plan, of which 
Christ Jesus is the center and heart, open since his Passover.

79
  

The phrase "heart of Christ" can refer to Sacred Scripture, which makes known his heart, closed 
before the Passion, as the Scripture was obscure. But the Scripture has been opened since the 
Passion; since those who from then on have understood it, consider and discern in what way the 
prophecies must be interpreted.

80
 

113 2. Read the Scripture within "the living Tradition of the whole Church". According to a saying of 
the Fathers, Sacred Scripture is written principally in the Church's heart rather than in documents 
and records, for the Church carries in her Tradition the living memorial of God's Word, and it is the 
Holy Spirit who gives her the spiritual interpretation of the Scripture (". . . according to the spiritual 
meaning which the Spirit grants to the Church"

81
).   
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3] Through MAGISTERIUM, the authority, office and mission given to the 
bishops of the Church by Jesus, to teach the faithful of every generation. 
 

Matthew 28:19 - 20  Going therefore, teach ye all nations: baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you. 

 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
86 "Yet this Magisterium is not superior to the Word of God, but is its servant. It teaches only what 
has been handed on to it. At the divine command and with the help of the Holy Spirit, it listens to 
this devotedly, guards it with dedication and expounds it faithfully. All that it proposes for belief as 
being divinely revealed is drawn from this single deposit of faith." 
 
Continuously guided by the Holy Spirit , the Catholic Church remains  the 
only legit imate and complete REPOSITORY of ALL God’s revealed tru th.  
 
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

870 "The sole Church of Christ which in the Creed we profess to be one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic, . . . subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by 
the bishops in communion with him. Nevertheless, many elements of sanctification and of truth are 
found outside its visible confines"(LG 8). 

Jesus established only one Church, the Catholic Church, and nothing done by 

man can change that. Whether or not they choose to acknowledge it, no matter 
what name they may give their denominations, or what truths they choose to 
accept or deny, our Protes tant brethren continue to belong to Christ’s one, holy, 

apostolic and universal Church (though effectively separated by their tradition of 
willful disobedience and selective beliefs). 
 

There is but one Church, one mystical body of Christ. 
 

1Corinthians 12:12 - 14 For as the body is one and hath many members; and all 
the members of the body, whereas they are many, yet are one body: So also is 
Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, whether bond or free: and in one Spirit we have all been made to drink. 
For the body also is not one member, but many.  

 

Many lifelong Catholics, due to their own tradit ion of d isobedience and selective 
unbelief, also find themselves unwilling, (hence, unable) to fully partake of the 
many Blessings that God, through His Church, has in store for them.  
 

Both groups effect ively  separate themselves from the main sources of God’s 
grace, (the Mass and the Sacraments) which they desperately need for their own 
(and their family’s) salvation. 
 

From the very beginning, disobedience has always been a big problem. 
 

Romans 5:19  For as by the disobedience of one man (Adam), many were made 
sinners: so also by the obedience of one (Jesus), many shall be made just. 
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From the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church:  

2030 It is in the Church, in communion with all the baptized, that the Christian fulfills his vocation. 
From the Church he receives the Word of God containing the teachings of "the law of Christ." From 
the Church he receives the grace of the sacraments that sustains him on the "way." From the 
Church he learns the EXAMPLE OF HOLINESS and recognizes its model and source in the all-
holy Virgin Mary; he discerns it in the authentic witness of those who live it; he discovers it in the 
spiritual tradition and long history of the saints who have gone before him and whom the liturgy 
celebrates in the rhythms of the sanctoral cycle. 

For Catholics, at least, Reconciliat ion is always readily available. 
For Protestants, many of whom deny even the need for Sacraments, 

the matter is much more complicated. 
 

Remember, Jesus personally establ ished the Holy Catholic  Church. 
He gave the Pope, the Apost les and their  properly ordained successors the 

power and authority to teach, to govern, to ordain b ishops, priests , and 
deacons, to consecrate the Holy Eucharist, to forgive s ins 

and to administer  al l of  the other Sacraments. 
 

Acts 20:28  Take heed to yourselves and to the whole flock, wherein the 
Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the Church of God which he 

hath purchased with his own blood. 

 
He never authorized any other person or group to do so. 

 

 
Coming Up In Part 13: Jesus, God Man 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church 

A Plan born in the Father's heart  

759 "The eternal Father, in accordance with the utterly gratuitous and mysterious design of his 
wisdom and goodness, created the whole universe and chose to raise up men to share in his own 
divine life,"

150
 to which he calls all men in his Son. "The Father . . . determined to call together in a 

holy Church those who should believe in Christ."
151

 This "family of God" is gradually formed and 
takes shape during the stages of human history, in keeping with the Father's plan. In fact, "already 
present in figure at the beginning of the world, this Church was prepared in marvelous fashion in 
the history of the people of Israel and the old Advance. Established in this last age of the world and 
made manifest in the outpouring of the Spirit, it will be brought to glorious completion at the end of 
time."

152
  

The Church - foreshadowed from the world's beginning  

760 Christians of the first centuries said, "The world was created for the sake of the Church."
153

 
God created the world for the sake of communion with his divine life, a communion brought about 
by the "convocation" of men in Christ, and this "convocation" is the Church. The Church is the goal 
of all things,

154
 and God permitted such painful upheavals as the angels' fall and man's sin only as 

occasions and means for displaying all the power of his arm and the whole measure of the love he 
wanted to give the world:  

Just as God's will is creation and is called "the world," so his intention is the salvation of 
men, and it is called "the Church."

155
 

The Church - prepared for in the Old Covenant  

761 The gathering together of the People of God began at the moment when sin destroyed the 
communion of men with God, and that of men among themselves. The gathering together of the 
Church is, as it were, God's reaction to the chaos provoked by sin. This reunification is achieved 
secretly in the heart of all peoples: "In every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable" to God.

156
  

762 The remote preparation for this gathering together of the People of God begins when he calls 
Abraham and promises that he will become the father of a great people.

157
 Its immediate 

preparation begins with Israel 's election as the People of God. By this election, Israel is to be the 
sign of the future gathering of All nations.

158
 But the prophets accuse Israel of breaking the 

covenant and behaving like a prostitute. They announce a new and eternal covenant. "Christ 
instituted this New Covenant."

159
  

The Church - instituted by Chri st Jesus  

763 It was the Son's task to accomplish the Father's plan of salvation in the fullness of time. Its 
accomplishment was the reason for his being sent.

160
 "The Lord Jesus inaugurated his Church by 

preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of the Reign of God, promised over the ages in the 
scriptures."

161
 To fulfill the Father's will, Christ ushered in the Kingdom of heaven on earth. The 

Church "is the Reign of Christ already present in mystery."
162

  

764 "This Kingdom shines out before men in the word, in the works and in the presence of 
Christ."

163
 To welcome Jesus' word is to welcome "the Kingdom itself."

164
 The seed and beginning 

of the Kingdom are the "little flock" of those whom Jesus came to gather around him, the flock 
whose shepherd he is.

165
 They form Jesus' true family.

166
 To those whom he thus gathered around 

him, he taught a new "way of acting" and a prayer of their own.
167
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

765 The Lord Jesus endowed his community with a structure that will remain until the Kingdom is 
fully achieved. Before all else there is the choice of the Twelve with Peter as their head.

168
 

Representing the twelve tribes of Israel, they are the foundation stones of the new Jerusalem.
169

 
The Twelve and the other disciples share in Christ's mission and his power, but also in his lot.

170
 By 

all his actions, Christ prepares and builds his Church.  

766 The Church is born primarily of Christ's total self-giving for our salvation, anticipated in the 

institution of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the cross. "The origin and growth of the Church are 
symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the open side of the crucified Jesus."

171
 "For 

it was from the side of Christ as he slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there came forth 
the 'wondrous sacrament of the whole Church.'"

172
 As Eve was formed from the sleeping Adam's 

side, so the Church was born from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the cross.
173

  

The Church - revealed by the Holy Spiri t  

767 "When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished, the Holy 
Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order that he might continually sanctify the Church."

174
 

Then "the Church was openly displayed to the crowds and the spread of the Gospel among the 
nations, through preaching, was begun."

175
 As the "convocation" of all men for salvation, the 

Church in her very nature is missionary, sent by Christ to all the nations to make disciples of 
them.

176
  

768 So that she can fulfill her mission, the Holy Spirit "bestows upon [the Church] varied hierarchic 
and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs her."

177
 "Henceforward the Church, endowed with the 

gifts of her founder and faithfully observing his precepts of charity, humility and self-denial, receives 
the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ and of God, 
and she is on earth the seed and the beginning of that kingdom."

178
  

The Church - perfected in glory  

769 "The Church . . . will receive its perfection only in the glory of heaven,"
179

 at the time of Christ's 
glorious return. Until that day, "the Church progresses on her pilgrimage amidst this world's 
persecutions and God's consolations."

180
 Here below she knows that she is in exile far from the 

Lord, and longs for the full coming of the Kingdom, when she will "be united in glory with her 
king."

181
 The Church, and through her the world, will not be perfected in glory without great trials. 

Only then will "all the just from the time of Adam, 'from Abel, the just one, to the last of the elect,' 
. . . be gathered together in the universal Church in the Father's presence."

182
  

III. THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH  

770 The Church is in history, but at the same time she transcends it. It is only "with the eyes of 
faith"

183
 that one can see her in her visible reality and at the same time in her spiritual reality as 

bearer of divine life.  

The Church - bo th vi sible and spiri tual  

771 "The one mediator, Christ, established and ever sustains here on earth his holy Church, the 
community of faith, hope, and charity, as a visible organization through which he communicates 
truth and grace to all men."

184 
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

 The Church is at the same time:  

- a "society structured with hierarchical organs and the mystical body of Christ;  

- the visible society and the spiritual community;  

- the earthly Church and the Church endowed with heavenly riches."
185

  

These dimensions together constitute "one complex reality which comes together from a human 
and a divine element":

186
  

The Church is essentially both human and divine, visible but endowed with invisible 
realities, zealous in action and dedicated to contemplation, present in the world, but as a 
pilgrim, so constituted that in her the human is directed toward and subordinated to the 
divine, the visible to the invisible, action to contemplation, and this present world to that city 
yet to come, the object of our quest.

187
  

O humility! O sublimity! Both tabernacle of cedar and sanctuary of God; earthly dwelling 
and celestial palace; house of clay and royal hall; body of death and temple of light; and at 
last both object of scorn to the proud and bride of Christ! She is black but beautiful, O 
daughters of Jerusalem, for even if the labor and pain of her long exile may have 
discolored her, yet heaven's beauty has adorned her.

188
 

The Church - mystery of men's union w ith God  

772 It is in the Church that Christ fulfills and reveals his own mystery as the purpose of God's plan: 
"to unite all things in him."

189
 St. Paul calls the nuptial union of Christ and the Church "a great 

mystery." Because she is united to Christ as to her bridegroom, she becomes a mystery in her 
turn.

190
 Contemplating this mystery in her, Paul exclaims: "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

191
  

773 In the Church this communion of men with God, in the "love [that] never ends," is the purpose 
which governs everything in her that is a sacramental means, tied to this passing world.

192
 "[The 

Church's] structure is totally ordered to the holiness of Christ's members. And holiness is measured 
according to the 'great mystery' in which the Bride responds with the gift of love to the gift of the 
Bridegroom."

193
 Mary goes before us all in the holiness that is the Church's mystery as "the bride 

without spot or wrinkle."
194

 This is why the "Marian" dimension of the Church precedes the 
"Petrine."

195
  

The universal Sacrament of Salvation  

774 The Greek word mysterion was translated into Latin by two terms: mysterium and 
sacramentum. In later usage the term sacramentum emphasizes the visible sign of the hidden 
reality of salvation which was indicated by the term mysterium. In this sense, Christ himself is the 
mystery of salvation: "For there is no other mystery of God, except Christ."

196
 The saving work of 

his holy and sanctifying humanity is the sacrament of salvation, which is revealed and active in the 
Church's sacraments (which the Eastern Churches also call "the holy mysteries"). The seven 
sacraments are the signs and instruments by which the Holy Spirit spreads the grace of Christ the 
head throughout the Church which is his Body. The Church, then, both contains and communicates 
the invisible grace she signifies. It is in this analogical sense, that the Church is called a 
"sacrament."  
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

775 "The Church, in Christ, is like a sacrament - a sign and instrument, that is, of communion with 
God and of unity among all men."

197
 The Church's first purpose is to be the sacrament of the inner 

union of men with God. Because men's communion with one another is rooted in that union with 
God, the Church is also the sacrament of the unity of the human race. In her, this unity is already 
begun, since she gathers men "from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues";

198
 at 

the same time, the Church is the "sign and instrument" of the full realization of the unity yet to 
come.  

776 As sacrament, the Church is Christ's instrument. "She is taken up by him also as the 
instrument for the salvation of all," "the universal sacrament of salvation," by which Christ is "at 
once manifesting and actualizing the mystery of God's love for men."

199
 The Church "is the visible 

plan of God's love for humanity," because God desires "that the whole human race may become 
one People of God, form one Body of Christ, and be built up into one temple of the Holy Spirit."

200
  

IN BRIEF  

777 The word "Church" means "convocation." It designates the assembly of those whom God's 
Word "convokes," i.e., gathers together to form the People of God, and who themselves, nourished 
with the Body of Christ, become the Body of Christ.  

778 The Church is both the means and the goal of God's plan: prefigured in creation, prepared for 
in the Old Covenant, founded by the words and actions of Jesus Christ, fulfilled by his redeeming 
cross and his Resurrection, the Church has been manifested as the mystery of salvation by the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. She will be perfected in the glory of heaven as the assembly of all the 
redeemed of the earth (c f. Rev 14:4).  

779 The Church is both visible and spiritual, a hierarchical society and the Mystical Body of Christ. 
She is one, yet formed of two components, human and divine. That is her mystery, which only faith 
can accept.  

780 The Church in this world is the sacrament of salvation, the sign and the instrument of the 
communion of God and men.  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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The Good Samaritan  

Luke 10:30 - 33  And Jesus answering, said: A certain man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers, who 
also stripped him and having wounded him went away, leaving 
him half dead. And it chanced, that a certain priest went down 
the same way: and seeing him, passed by. In like manner also a 
Levite, when he was near the place and saw him, passed by. But 
a certain Samaritan, being on his journey, came near him: and 
seeing him, was moved with compassion …: 
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The Apostle J ohn 

and his symbol , the eagle 

Jesus, God Man 
(Volume 1 - Part 13) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

In the very first chapter of his Gospel, the apostle 
John tells us nearly everything we need to know 
about Jesus, the God Man. 
 
To avoid confusion: We are speaking here primarily of 
the Apostle John, not John the Baptist. The Baptist 
was a prophet and the cousin of Jesus, six months 
his senior. King Herod beheaded John the Baptist a 
short time after the baptism of our Lord. The Baptist is 
a primary figure in the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John, so people often get the two mixed up. 
 
The Apostle John, known as “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved”, became the last of the Apostles, the 
sole survivor, elder “churchman” and the world’s only 
remaining eyewitness for Christ.   
 
He spoke of his closest friend, a marvelous, Spirit-filled man who was God 
Himself, come down from heaven in the flesh, to save mankind: Jesus, the Lamb, 
the risen Christ. John spoke also of their mother, Mary. After all, it was Jesus, 
Himself, who, moments before He died, entrusted His mother to his care (and 
empowered His mother to care for all of us). 
 

John 19:25 - 27  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus, his mother and his 
mother's sister, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalen. When Jesus therefore 
had seen his mother and the disciple standing whom he loved, he saith to his 
mother: Woman, behold thy son. After that, he saith to the disciple: Behold thy 
mother. And from that hour, the disciple took her to his own.  

 
Many who heard him believed. John was powerful in the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Romans didn’t like what he preached, so they tried to kill him by boiling him in 
oil, but John emerged from the ordeal unharmed. Not wi lling to risk the public 
embarrassment of another failed execution, they sent him into exile on the Aegean 
island of Patmos. From his meager base there, John worked tirelessly to share his 
unique, personal knowledge of Jesus with the budding Church.  
 
One of the original Twelve (the only one with the courage to stand at the foot of 
the cross) and a Bishop personally ordained by Jesus, John’s authority and 
credentials were unquestionable. Those who were able would come to visit from 
all over the known world. Wouldn’t you? The Epistles of St. Ignatius tell us much 
about what John’s friend and disciple, St. Polycarp, learned at John’s side. The 
Church (then, already known as “Catholic”) benefited immensely from these living 
links with the last Apostle. 
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The Romans never realized it, but Patmos was the ideal setting for John’s writing, 
and a most excellent location from which to guide the development of the Church 
in Asia Minor. 
 
Rarely would a freighter or fishing craft depart the island without a pouch full of 
John’s pastoral letters aboard. You can still read several of them today, preserved 
as Epistles, under his name, in the New Testament of the Holy Bible. 
 
There, he completed his Gospel, as well as the mysterious Book of Revelation, 
more properly known as the Apocalypse of St. John, The final book of the Holy 
Bible. All of this was certainly completed prior to the year 99 or 100, when St. 
John (allegedly?) died. 
 
One more interesting fact about St. John: there is no reliable record, anywhere, of 
his death. Some, based solely on the Bible, claim that he may still be alive. In the 
following Bible passage, the Apostle Peter asks Jesus what type of death he 
(Peter) would experience (Peter was ultimately crucified in Rome, according to 
Tradition, upside down). Jesus answers him. Peter then looks over at John, 
wondering what John’s end might be. Jesus responds, telling Peter, in effect, to 
mind his own business, saying “What does it matter to you if I have him remain 
until I return (meaning unti l the time of His second coming)?” This quirky 
exchange was so unusual and intriguing, that it was widely repeated by all of the 
disciples, and is still the subject of speculation today. 
 

John 21:21 - 23  Him therefore when Peter had seen, he saith to Jesus: Lord, and 
what shall this man (John) do? Jesus saith to him: So I will have him to remain 
till I come, what is it to thee? Follow thou me. This saying therefore went abroad 
among the brethren, that that disciple (John) should not die. And Jesus did not 
say to him: He (John) should not die; but: So I will have him (John) to remain till I 
come, what is it to thee (Peter)?  

 
In his Gospel, John seems to put all the speculation to rest, explaining that Jesus 
did not say John would not die, only, “what does it matter to you if he does not 
die”. But today, no one really knows for sure! What do you think? 
 
Now, let’s read the unique and extraordinarily beautiful description of Jesus, from 
the Gospel of St. John:   
 

John 1:1 - 5 In the beginning was the Word: and the Word was with God: and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him: and without him was made nothing that was made. In him was life: and 
the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness: and the darkness 
did not comprehend it. 
 

Next, the Gospel tells us of another John, John the Baptist, the forerunner (and 
cousin of Jesus), who, in the spirit and power of the prophet Elijah, made straight 
the way for the Lord:  
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John 1:6 - 9 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John (the Baptist). 
This man came for a witness, to give testimony of the light, that all men might 
believe through him. He was not the light, but was to give testimony of the light. 
That was the true light, which enlighteneth every man that cometh into this 
world. 
 
 

Now, speaking again about our Savior: 
 
 
John 1:10 -18 He was in the world: and the world was made by him: and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own: and his own received him not. But as many 
as received him, he gave them power to be made the sons of God, to them that 
believe in his name. Who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us 
(and we saw his glor y, the glory as it were of the only begotten of the Father), full 
of grace and truth. John (the Baptist) beareth witness of him and crieth out, 
saying: This was he of whom I spoke: He that shall come after me is preferred 
before me: because he was before me. And of his fulness we all have received: 
and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time: the only begotten Son who is in 
the Bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
 
 

The account of the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan: 
 
 
John 1:29 - 36  The next day, John (the Baptist) saw Jesus coming to him; and he 
saith: Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him 
who taketh away the sin of the world. This 
is he of whom I said : After me there cometh 
a man, who is preferred before me: 
because he was before me. And I knew him 
not: but that he may be made manifest in 
Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with 
water. And John (the Baptist) gave 
testimony, saying: I saw the Spirit coming 
down, as a dove from heaven; and he 
remained upon him. And I knew him not : 
but he who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me: He upon whom thou shalt see 
the Spirit descending and remaining upon 
him, he it is that baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost. And I saw: and I (John the Baptist) 
gave testimony that this is the Son of God. 
The next day again John (the Baptist) stood 
and two of his disciples. And beholding 
Jesus walking, he (John the Baptist) saith: 
Behold the Lamb of God.  

 
 
The key points of the first chapter  of John’s Gospel:  
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Jesus, along with His Father, has always existed. Jesus, the Word, is the 
literal image and expression of His Father. He is the only begotten Son of 
God.  
 
All things were created through Him. 
 
He became a human to vanquish evil and return all of us (if we believe) to 
glory. He would accomplish this by becoming our perfect sacrifice for sin 
(the Lamb of God).  
 
John the Baptist came before Jesus, the man, but certainly not before 
Jesus, the eternal Son of God. In the spirit and power of the prophet Elijah, 
the Baptist fulfi lled the prophecy that Elijah would come just before 
Messiah. 
 
When Jesus came to the Nation of Israel, the chosen people of God, they 
refused to recognize Him (even though His name means Yahweh’s Savior). 
 
Jesus revealed the mysteries of God, His Father, to us. 
 
The Holy Spir it  descended upon the div ine man, Jesus, at His baptism 
and remained with Him for the duration of His mission on earth.  
 

When Jesus took on flesh and began His earthly  miss ion, He chose, for  our 
benefit, to accept al l of  the “ handicaps”  and l imitations that go with  being 
human. He never ceased to be God. He will  be a man forever more.  
 
Make no mistake here: Jesus wasn’t God masquerading as a man. He really 
became a man. Jesus wasn’t God pretending to suffer as a man. He suffered as 
no man ever did before. Jesus wasn’t God pretending to be bound by human 
limitations. He embraced those limitations and made them His own.  Jesus wasn’t 
just a man. He was the perfect man, obedient to the will of His Father in every 
way.  Here’s what St. Paul said about it: 
 

Philippians 2:5 - 8  For let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But 
emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men, 
and in habit found as a man. He humbled himself, becoming obedient unto 
death, even to the death of the cross.  

 

As man, Jesus has a human soul and a human will, just like you and I.  As God, 
He has a supernatural soul and a supernatural will (a wil l which is, in fact, 
identical to the will of His Father and of the Holy Spir it). In Jesus, humanity and 
divinity are eternally united.  
 

Today, a perfect man  (Jesus) si ts at  the r ight hand of the Father in heaven. 
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The one thing Jesus, the man, didn’t have that all the rest of us do, was an 
attraction to sin. His mother Mary was preserved from original sin, so our Savior, 
whom she carried in her womb, would never be touched by it. Conceived solely by 
the power of the Holy Spirit with no genetic 
human father, Jesus, the man was able to live 
a sinless existence, totally in harmony with the 
will of God, His real Father. So, when Jesus 
became flesh, He took on a human body and 
soul, complete with free will, that was lovingly 
crafted from the best the heavenly realm had 
to offer (God Himself) and the best the earthly 
realm had to offer (Mary’s sinless humanity). 
   
Think of Jesus as the “ New Adam”  the f irst  
born of God’s new creat ion, our d ivine 
“ Second Chance”  (golfers:  it’s  like a 
mulligan). Adam was born without sin . So 
was Jesus. Adam was tempted. So was 
Jesus. Adam was heir  to all  the Blessings 
of God. So is Jesus. But Adam s inned. 
 

Doing so, Adam blew it. Forever. There was no 
going back for him (or for us, his descendents). Jesus remains our only hope. So, 
in Jesus, God turned back the clock, created another sinless human and allowed 
Him to be tempted and tested, even unto death. Fortunately for us, our divine 
brother, Jesus, never failed. He completed His mission perfectly, so when He died 
for us, He became the perfect sacrifice for our sins. His glorious resurrection 
proved it. 
 
If Jesus had failed (sinned) at  any time, in any way, not only would His death 
on the cross have been pointless, God would have never raised Him (or  us) 
up on the third (or any) day.  
 

No matter how cold, hungry, tired or frustrated His human self may have become, 
Jesus, in His divinity, always maintained the special bond that exists throughout 
eternity between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Being good and sinless 
by (human and divine) nature, Jesus was always able to discern God’s will and 
then, voluntarily conform His human will to the supernatural will of His Father. As  a 
result, Jesus, the div ine man, was able to receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit and to successfully d irect that power to accomplish the will  of God 
here on the earth. This supernatural aspect of His nature manifested itself in His 
sinless life, clarity of purpose, ability to work miracles, great wisdom, exquisite 
sense of timing, and loving spirit. Read what the prophet Isaiah said about 
Messiah (650 years before Jesus took on flesh): 
 

Isaiah 11:2 - 3  And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: the spirit of wisdom, 
and of understanding, the spirit of counsel, and of fortitude, the spirit of 
knowledge, and of godliness. And he shall be filled with the spirit of the fear of 
the Lord, He shall not judge according to the sight of the eyes, nor reprove 
according to the hearing of the ears.  
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J esus, the Lamb slain fr om the 
beginning of the wor ld. 

In truth , we al l have a supernatural side to our nature, and we all  receive 
sufficient power (grace) from God to achieve our mortal purpose. Jesus, the 
man, rel ied on nothing more. (See Matthew 4:1-11 coming up on the next page.) 
 

In like manner, if we expect to get to heaven, we need to stay close to God 
(through frequent prayer and active participation in the work, worship, and 
sacraments of the Church) while trying our best to avoid the temptations of Satan 
and the distractions of the flesh. Thanks to Jesus and His Holy Catholic Church, 
forgiveness and reconciliation is always available to us whenever we fall short. 
 

So, Jesus was much more of a man than we could ever imagine. Jesus was the 
man (in Hebrew, Adam also means “the man”) who would perfectly accomplish 
the mission for which He was incarnated (made flesh). Doing so, Jesus earned a 
second chance for us all. 
 

Free Will And Choice 
 

Jesus made His choice before the world was created and He 
stuck with it, even unto death. 
 

Revelation 13:8  Jesus … the Lamb which was slain from the beginning of the 
world.  

 

The Blessed Virgin made a similar 
choice when the Angel Gabriel 
announced God’s plan for her life. 
 

Luke 1:38  And Mary said : Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me 
according to thy word. And the angel departed 
from her.  

 

The Apostles (except for Judas) also 
chose to dedicate their lives to God’s 
purpose. 
 

John 6:66 - 70 After this, many of his disciples went back and walked no more 
with him. Then Jesus said to the twelve: Will you also go away? And Simon Peter 
answered him: Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
And we have believed and have known that thou art the Christ, the Son of God. 
Jesus answered them: Have not I chosen you twelve? And one of you is a devil 
... 
 

Our first parents (Adam and Eve) must also have enjoyed a 
similar calling and high purpose, but alas, they made the wrong choice.  
 

Genesis 3:6  And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat, and fair to the 
eyes, and delightful to behold: and she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave to her husband, who did eat.  

 

So, Jesus, the Son of Man, (Son of Adam) by His  sinless ex istence and 
sacrific ial death, chose to make up for the sins of His human father. 
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Here’s the important part:  If Jesus, the man, didn’t have free will 
and couldn’t have freely chosen His personal course of action 
like every other man, the heretics would have been right. His 
human existence would have been a sham, a mere symbolic act. 
It would have been pointless, atoning for nothing. 
 
Although sin held no attraction for Jesus, we can be certain that He was subject to 
ALL of the temptations of the flesh that we are. His encounter with Satan in the 
desert was more than just a good story. It was real. Preparing to embark on the 
final part of His mission, a mission that He knew would lead to betrayal and an 
excruciatingly (root word: crucifixion) painful death, Jesus could have chosen, 
instead, to live a comfortable life of leisure, riches, power and privilege. He could 
have chosen to save mankind some other time, or not at all. Surely, His flesh was 
pleading with Him to take the safe, easy way out. Fortunately for us, He didn’t. 
 

Matthew 4:1 - 11  Then Jesus was led by the spirit into the desert, to be tempted 
by the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards he 
was hungry. And the tempter coming said to him: If thou be the Son of God, 

command that these stones be made bread. Who answered and said: It is 
written, Not in bread alone doth  man l ive, 
but in every word that proceedeth  from 
the mouth of God. Then the devil took him 
up into the holy cit y, and set him upon the 
pinnacle of the temple, And said to him: If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down, 
for it is written: That he hath given his angels 
charge over thee, and in their hands shall 
they bear thee up, lest perhaps thou dash thy 
foot against a stone. Jesus said to him: It is 
written again: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. Again the devil took him up into a 
very high mountain, and shewed him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them, And said to him: All these will I give 
thee, if falling down thou wilt adore me. Then 
Jesus saith to him: Begone, Satan: for it is 
written: The Lord thy God shalt thou adore, and him only shalt thou serve. Then 
the devil left him; and behold angels came and ministered to him.  

 
In the garden on the Mount of Olives, the night before the cross, Jesus came face 
to face with the imminent reality of His suffering and death. Reviewing every detail 
of the swiftly approaching ordeal, Jesus was, understandably, terrified, as any man 
would be. He could have said, “No way. I’m not doing it.” But He didn’t. Through 
effective prayer, Jesus always clearly understood the will of His Father in heaven. 
He chose to be obedient to that wi ll, no matter what. The “chalice” Jesus speaks of 
in the next passage is the spoiled wine that would be offered to Him on the cross, 
moments before he cried out, “It is finished!” and died. 
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Luke 22:39 - 44  And going out, he went, 
according to his custom, to the Mount of Olives. 
And his disciples also followed him. And when 
he was come to the place, he said to them: Pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. And he was 
withdrawn away from them a stone's cast. And 
kneeling down, he prayed. Saying: Father, if 
thou wilt, remove this chalice from me: but yet 
not my will, but thine be done. And there 
appeared to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in an agony, he 
prayed the longer. And his sweat became as 
drops of blood, trickling down upon the ground.  

 

But wait just a minute. Jesus performed lots of 
miracles. He could see the future and read 
people’s minds. He must have had “supernatural 
powers” even as a human. Wouldn’t that be considered “stacking the deck”? 
 

No! Here’s why: Jesus, the man, received His “power” from the Holy Spirit, just as 
the Prophets, Mary, the Apostles and ALL of us do. Every Saint has been 
responsible for miracles: They prayed, God agreed and the Holy Spirit acted. The 
power always comes from God. So no, a man (even a divine one) wielding the 
power of God on earth was nothing new and it wasn’t cheating. Jesus knew how to 
use that power in perfect harmony with the will of His Father. That’s why His 
results were so spectacular! Read some more about Jesus from Isaiah and then, 
what St. Paul had to say: 
 

Isaiah 61:1 - 2 The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed 
me: he hath sent me to preach to the meek, to heal the contrite of heart, and to 
preach a release to the captives, and deliverance to them that are shut up. To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God: 
to comfort all that mourn: 

 

Acts 10:38  Jesus of Nazareth: how God anointed him with the Holy Ghost and 
with power, who went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him.   

 

The Apostles, empowered by the same Holy Spirit, were nearly as successful, 
casting out demons and working numerous miracles in Jesus’ name.  
 

1Corinthians 12:6 - 11  And there are diversities of operations, but the same God, 
who worketh all in all. And the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man 
unto profit. To one indeed, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom: and to 
another, the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: To another, faith 
in the same spirit: to another, the grace of healing in one Spirit: To another the 
working of miracles: to another, prophecy: to another, the discerning of spirits: 
to another, diverse kinds of tongues: to another, interpretation of speeches. But 
all these things, one and the same Spirit worketh, div iding to every one 
according as he will.  
 

You too, may choose to become 
an instrument of the Holy Spir it, future Saint: (say your name)! 
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His Father knew what an ordeal our Savior went through on the earth 
and especially, on t he cross, so He granted Jesus a rich reward, 

enthroning Him at His r ight hand and bestowing upon Him all power 
and authorit y in heaven and on earth. 

 

Through the Holy Catholic Church 
Jesus made a promise to all of us. 

 

Just as His Father rewarded Him for successful ly complet ing His mission, 
Jesus will reward us for  successfu lly completing ours. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revelation 2:26  And he that shall  overcome and keep my words unto the 
end, I wi ll g ive him power over the nat ions. 
  

Revelation 3:5  He that shall  overcome shall  thus be c lothed in white 
garments: and I will  not blo t out h is name out of the book of l ife. And I wi ll 
confess his name before my  Father and before h is angels. 
 

Revelation 3:12  He that shall  overcome, I wi ll make him a pi llar  in the temp le 
of my God: and he shall go out no more. And I wil l write upon him the name 
of my God and the name of the c ity of  my God, the new Jerusalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God, and my new name.  
 

Revelation 3:21  To him that shall  overcome, I wi ll g ive to s it  with me in my 
throne: as I also have overcome and am set down with my  Father in  his 
throne. 
 

Revelation 21:7  He that shall  overcome shall  possess these things. And I wil l 
be his God: and he shall be my son. 
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 Jesus Presides On Judgment Day  

Jesus Knows … 
 

Jesus knows that we have a hard time figuring out what God 
wants us to do, so He left us His Church, to be our guide. 
 

Jesus knows that we have a hard time avoiding temptation 
and sin, (due to our fallen human nature) so He left us the 
Sacraments, in the care of the Church, to be applied to our 
needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jesus knows that life is an ordeal, in part, because He 
personally lived it, so He has granted us a rich reward: 
eternal life and perfect happiness in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, if only we choose to accept His sacrifice and live a 
life that is obedient to God’s will. 
 

Coming Up In Part 14: Apostles And Priests 
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God’s Truth From    The Catechism Of The Catholic Church  

461 Taking up St. John's expression, "The Word became flesh",82 the Church calls "Incarnation" 
the fact that the Son of God assumed a human nature in order to accomplish our salvation in it. In a 
hymn cited by St. Paul, the Church sings the mystery of the Incarnation:  

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross.83 

462 The Letter to the Hebrews refers to the same mystery:  

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, Lo, I have come to do your will, O God."84 

463 Belief in the true Incarnation of the Son of God is the distinctive sign of Christian faith: "By this 
you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
of God."

85
 Such is the joyous conviction of the Church from her beginning whenever she sings "the 

mystery of our religion": "He was manifested in the flesh."
86

  

III. TRUE GOD AND TRUE MAN  

464 The unique and altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean 
that Jesus Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a confused 
mixture of the divine and the human. He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ 
is true God and true man.  

During the first centuries, the Church had to defend and clarify this truth of faith against the 
heresies that falsified it.  

470 Because "human nature was assumed, not absorbed",
97

 in the mysterious union of the 
Incarnation, the Church was led over the course of centuries to confess the full reality of Christ's 
human soul, with its operations of intellect and will, and of his human body. In parallel fashion, she 
had to recall on each occasion that Christ's human nature belongs, as his own, to the divine person 
of the Son of God, who assumed it. Everything that Christ is and does in this nature derives from 
"one of the Trinity". The Son of God therefore communicates to his humanity his own personal 
mode of existence in the Trinity. In his soul as in his body, Christ thus expresses humanly the 
divine ways of the Trinity:

98
  

The Son of God. . . worked with human hands; he thought with a human mind. He acted 
with a human will, and with a human heart he loved. Born of the Virgin Mary, he has truly 
been made one of us, like to us in all things except sin.

99
 

Chri st' s soul and his human knowledge  

471 Apollinarius of Laodicaea asserted that in Christ the divine Word had replaced the soul or 
spirit. Against this error the Church confessed that the eternal Son also assumed a rational, human 
soul.

100
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

As such, this knowledge could not in itself be unlimited: it was exercised in the historical conditions 
of his existence in space and time. This is why the Son of God could, when he became man, 
"increase in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man",

101
 and would even have to 

inquire for himself about what one in the human condition can learn only from experience.
102

 This 
corresponded to the reality of his voluntary emptying of himself, taking "the form of a slave".

103
  

473 But at the same time, this truly human knowledge of God's Son expressed the divine life of his 
person.

104
 "The human nature of God's Son, not by itself but by its union with the Word, knew and 

showed forth in itself everything that pertains to God."
105

 Such is first of all the case with the 
intimate and immediate knowledge that the Son of God made man has of his Father.

106
 The Son in 

his human knowledge also showed the divine penetration he had into the secret thoughts of human 
hearts.

107
  

474 By its union to the divine wisdom in the person of the Word incarnate, Christ enjoyed in his 
human knowledge the fullness of understanding of the eternal plans he had come to reveal.

108
 

What he admitted to not knowing in this area, he elsewhere declared himself not sent to reveal.
109

  

Chri st' s human w il l  

475 Similarly, at the sixth ecumenical council, Constantinople III in 681, the Church confessed that 

Christ possesses two wills and two natural operations, divine and human. They are not opposed to 
each other, but cooperate in such a way that the Word made flesh willed humanly in obedience to 
his Father all that he had decided divinely with the Father and the Holy Spirit for our salvation.

110
 

Christ's human will "does not resist or oppose but rather submits to his divine and almighty will."
111

  

Chri st' s true body  

476 Since the Word became flesh in assuming a true humanity, Christ's body was finite.
112

 
Therefore the human face of Jesus can be portrayed; at the seventh ecumenical council (Nicaea II 
in 787) the Church recognized its representation in holy images to be legitimate.

113
  

477 At the same time the Church has always acknowledged that in the body of Jesus "we see our 
God made visible and so are caught up in love of the God we cannot see."

114
 The individual 

characteristics of Christ's body express the divine person of God's Son. He has made the features 
of his human body his own, to the point that they can be venerated when portrayed in a holy image, 
for the believer "who venerates the icon is venerating in it the person of the one depicted".

115
  

The heart of the Incarnate Word  

478 Jesus knew and loved us each and all during his life, his agony and his Passion, and gave 
himself up for each one of us: "The Son of God. . . loved me and gave himself for me."

116
 He has 

loved us all with a human heart. For this reason, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, pierced by our sins 
and for our salvation,

117
 "is quite rightly considered the chief sign and symbol of that. . . love with 

which the divine Redeemer continually loves the eternal Father and all human beings" without 
exception.

118
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

Jesus' temptations  

538 The Gospels speak of a time of solitude for Jesus in the desert immediately after his baptism 
by John. Driven by the Spirit into the desert, Jesus remains there for forty days without eating; he 
lives among wild beasts, and angels minister to him.

241
 At the end of this time Satan tempts him 

three times, seeking to compromise his filial attitude toward God. Jesus rebuffs these attacks, 
which recapitulate the temptations of Adam in Paradise and of Israel in the desert, and the devil 
leaves him "until an opportune time".

242
  

539 The evangelists indicate the salvific meaning of this mysterious event: Jesus is the new Adam 

who remained faithful just where the first Adam had given in to temptation. Jesus fulfills Israel 's 
vocation perfectly: in contrast to those who had once provoked God during forty years in the desert, 
Christ reveals himself as God's Servant, totally obedient to the divine will. In this, Jesus is the 
devil 's conqueror: he "binds the strong man" to take back his plunder.

243
 Jesus' victory over the 

tempter in the desert anticipates victory at the Passion, the supreme act of obedience of his filial 
love for the Father.  

540 Jesus' temptation reveals the way in which the Son of God is Messiah, contrary to the way 
Satan proposes to him and the way men wish to attribute to him.

244
 This is why Christ vanquished 

the Tempter for us: "For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sinning."

245
 By 

the solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the 
desert.  

541 "Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and 

saying: 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent, and believe in the 
gospel. '"

246
 "To carry out the will of the Father Christ inaugurated the kingdom of heaven on 

earth."
247

 Now the Father's will is "to raise up men to share in his own divine life".
248

 He does this 
by gathering men around his Son Jesus Christ. This gathering is the Church, "on earth the seed 
and beginning of that kingdoms".

249
  

542 Christ stands at the heart of this gathering of men into the "family of God". By his word, 
through signs that manifest the reign of God, and by sending out his disciples, Jesus calls all 
people to come together around him. But above all in the great Paschal mystery - his death on the 
cross and his Resurrection - he would accomplish the coming of his kingdom. "And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." Into this union with Christ all men are called.

250
  

547 Jesus accompanies his words with many "mighty works and wonders and signs", which 
manifest that the kingdom is present in him and attest that he was the promised Messiah.

268
  

548 The signs worked by Jesus attest that the Father has sent him. They invite belief in him.
269

 To 
those who turn to him in faith, he grants what they ask.

270
 So miracles strengthen faith in the One 

who does his Father's works; they bear witness that he is the Son of God.
271

 But his miracles can 
also be occasions for "offence";

272
 they are not intended to satisfy people's curiosity or desire for 

magic Despite his evident miracles some people reject Jesus; he is even accused of acting by the 
power of demons.

273
  

549 By freeing some individuals from the earthly evils of hunger, injustice, illness and death,
274

 

Jesus performed messianic signs. Nevertheless he did not come to abolish all evils here below,
275

 
but to free men from the gravest slavery, sin, which thwarts them in their vocation as God's sons 
and causes all forms of human bondage.

276
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

550 The coming of God's kingdom means the defeat of Satan's: "If it is by the Spirit of God that I 
cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you."

277
 Jesus' exorcisms free some 

individuals from the domination of demons. They anticipate Jesus' great victory over "the ruler of 
this world".

278
 The kingdom of God will be definitively established through Christ's cross: "God 

reigned from the wood."
279

  

IN BRIEF  

479 At the time appointed by God, the only Son of the Father, the eternal Word, that is, the Word 
and substantial Image of the Father, became incarnate; without losing his divine nature he has 
assumed human nature.  

480 Jesus Christ is true God and true man, in the unity of his divine person; for this reason he is 
the one and only mediator between God and men.  

481 Jesus Christ possesses two natures, one divine and the other human, not confused, but united 
in the one person of God's Son.  

482 Christ, being true God and true man, has a human intellect and will, perfectly attuned and 
subject to his divine intellect and divine will, which he has in common with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit.  

483 The Incarnation is therefore the mystery of the wonderful union of the divine and human 
natures in the one person of the Word.  

 

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Apostles And Pr iests 
(Volume 1 - Part 14) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

In the Gospels we meet the Disciples (followers) of Jesus, ordinary people from 
every walk of life who, by the grace of God, were able to recognize the divinity in 
Him. 
 
Jesus certainly was a very unusual man, fearlessly speaking out with power and 
authority against the corruption and evils of those days, never failing to condemn 
sin while quickly forgiving repentant sinners (back then, forgiving sins was 
something only God could do). 
 
He publicly healed the sick, made the lame walk, gave sight to the blind, cast out 
demons and even raised people from the dead. Those who had discernment (the 
ability to recognize that which is of God) soon chose to make following Jesus their 
life’s work.  
 

Luke 4:31 - 37  And he went down into 
Capharnaum, a cit y of Galilee: and there he taught 
them on the sabbath days. And they were 
astonished at his doctrine: for his speech was 
with power.  And in the synagogue there was a 
man who had an unclean devil: and he cried out 
with a loud voice, Saying: Let us alone. What have 
we to do with thee, Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the 
holy one of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying: 
Hold thy peace and go out of him. And when the 
devil had thrown him into the midst, he went out 
of him and hurt him not at all. And there came fear 
upon all; and they talked among themselves, 
saying: What word is this, for with authority and 
power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and 
they go out? And the fame of him was published 
into every place of the country.  

 
Matthew 7:28 - 29  And it came to pass when Jesus had fully ended these words, 
the people were in admiration at his doctrine. For he was teaching them as one 
having power, and not as the scribes and Pharisees.  

 
Mark 2:3 - 7  And they came to him, bringing one sick of the palsy, who was 
carried by four. And when they could not offer him unto him for the multitude, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and opening it, they let down the bed 
wherein the man sick of the palsy lay. And when Jesus had seen their faith, he 
saith to the sick of the palsy: Son, thy sins are forgiven thee. And there were 
some of the scribes sitting there and thinking in their hearts: Why doth this man 
speak thus? He blasphemeth. Who can forgive sins, but God only? 
  

Do you have discernment? 
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Of course, not everyone answered the call. There were some notable failures and 
refusals, probably many more than we can read about in Scripture. In Matthew, 
Chapter 19:16 - 22 we have an otherwise good, prosperous, seemingly intelligent 

young man passing up a personal invitation from Jesus to join the ranks of the 
disciples.  
 

And behold one came and said to him: Good master, what good shall I do that I 
may have life everlasting? Who said to him: Why askest thou me concerning 
good? One is good, God. But if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
He said to him: Which? And Jesus said : Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness. Honour 
thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The 
young man saith to him: All these have I kept from my youth, what is yet wanting 
to me? Jesus saith to him: If thou wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. And 
when the young man had heard this word, he went away sad: for he had great 
possessions. 

 
We don’t know for sure whether this fellow was posing a serious question or 
putting Jesus to the test. No matter, Jesus quickly cut to the chase, telling the 
young man, in the nicest possible way, “Put up or shut up.”  
 

How many of us, attached to some object, practice or behavior 
that God, through Scripture or through the teachings of our Holy 
Catholic Church, speaks out against, sadly go away, unwilling to 
trust in God, relying instead on the false promises of the world? 
Our own sins and lack of repentance may separate us from God 
and prevent us from discovering the high purpose and special 
calling He has ordained for us. 
 
While there were many disciples of Christ, the Apostles 
(The Twelve) are a special group. More than mere 
followers, they were chosen for a unique purpose and 
actually served as apprentices to the Son of God.  

 
Just as the young Christ worked side by side with St. 
Joseph, learning the trade of the carpenter, so it was 
that the Apostles worked at the side of Jesus, learning 
from Him (in the broadest possible sense) the “trade” of 
“Church Builder”. 
 
Perfected by God’s grace and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, the Apostles became fearless witnesses, sharing 
the Gospel (“Good News”) with the entire world, first, by 
word of mouth, then later in written form, (the New 
Testament of the Holy Bible) and revealing God’s mysteries to all who would 
receive them. 
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Peter  Denies J esus Thr ee Times 

The Apostles were the first Bishops and were empowered by Jesus to teach, to 
make rules, to establish Traditions, to say Mass and to administer the Sacraments. 
 
Modern Catholics often wonder what the Church 
was like in the beginning and especially, what the 
Mass was like in the early days. 
 
Thanks to Tradition and Scripture, we 
actually have a pretty good idea of how 
they did things in the earliest times. 
Here’s the way St. Peter would have 
said a typical Mass (the year, around 
35 - 40 AD): 
 
Followers of Jesus (they weren’t called Christians 
or Catholics yet) would have gathered at Peter’s 
house on Sunday, the first day of the week (and 
the day our Lord rose again from the dead).  
 
They would greet each other and then, gather around a table, much like the one 
pictured above. Peter would sit in their midst, in persona Christi (in the place or 
person of Christ). They would give thanks and praise to God and begin to eat and 
drink of what they brought with them. They would pause from time to time, to read 
from Scripture. 
 
Of course, the only Scripture available was from the Old Testament. Nothing of the 
New Testament yet existed. They would read from the Prophets and the Psalms. 
Peter, no doubt, would show everyone how all the verses they read spoke of the 
coming of no one other than Jesus, their risen Lord. 
 
Continuing with the meal, they would speak of Jesus 
and remember all of the marvelous things He 
shared with them.  
 
Peter would tell them how Jesus loved everyone. 
How He called Peter and the other Apostles to 
service. How He calmed storms, walked on water, 
cured the sick and even raised the dead. How He 
suffered and died and rose again, and how Jesus 
was now enthroned in heaven at the right hand of 
God the Father ... and that He would return. 
 
Peter would also tell everyone how he had denied 
Jesus three times and how he had abandoned Him, 
and that Jesus had forgiven him. 
 

Peter would never deny Him again. 
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That said, Peter would ask each person in turn, to confess his own sins publicly, in 
front of the entire group. He would pray and give absolution, explaining that Jesus 
came in the flesh, suffered and died, so His blood could wash away all our sins, 
something the old Mosaic Law and Temple sacrifices could never do. And once 
forgiven, God would never bring up those sins again.  
 
Having heard everyone’s personal confession, Peter would address all of the 
problems and infirmities of the little congregation, one by one, preaching to all just 
as Jesus would have; to love, to share, to forgive, to resist temptation, to put God 
first in all things and most of all, to remember that they were children of God and 
heirs to the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Then, they would all join in reciting the Lord’s Prayer, which pretty much summed 
up everything Peter was trying to teach them, anyway. 
 
When the meal was ended, Peter would look up to 
heaven, saying, “For I have  received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, and giving thanks, broke and said: 
Take ye and eat: This is my body, which shall be 
delivered for you. Do this for the commemoration 
of me. In like manner also the chalice, after he had 
eaten, saying: This chalice is the new testament in 
my blood. This do ye, as often as you shall drink, 
for the commemoration of me. For as often as you 
shall eat this bread and drink the chalice, you shall 
celebrate the death of the Lord, until he come.”  
 
After all had received the real and true body and 
blood of Christ, Peter would dismiss them saying, 
simply, “Go forth to love and serve the Lord.” 
 
Those of you who regularly attend Mass  should be thinking, “ That doesn’t 
sound a lot dif ferent from what Catholics  do today.”  And you would be 
exactly right! (Those who didn’t notice should to get to Mass more often.)  
 
We don’t meet in homes very much anymore. There’s too many of us (over a 
billion Catholics worldwide) and parking is always a problem. And there’s a few 
things done differently: we don’t make public confessions at Mass, but we do ask 
God for forgiveness in other ways. We use hosts instead of regular bread and we 
take up collections, rather than bringing in our own stuff, but the basics, the things 
that really matter, remain pretty much the way they’ve always been. 
 
Our fundamental beliefs are pretty much that way, too. Everything we are as 
Catholics is bui lt  upon Jesus, Peter the Rock, the Apost les and the 
Traditions and teachings they handed down to the young Church. It should 
be comforting to  know that. But don’t take my word for it. Check it out for 
yourself. 
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While it’s  interes ting to  study the or igins and development of  the Mass , the 
establishment and l ife of the priesthood is  also worth tak ing a look at. 
 
The main difference between a priest and a minister or rabbi is the element of 
sacrifice. All of us can pray, preach and make intercession, but only priests may 
perform sacrificial rites. The inst itut ion of the 
priesthood has always been about sacrifice. 
 
In the earliest days, the patriarch of each family or 
tribe would conduct animal sacrifices. In that 
respect, Adam was a priest. Noah was a priest. 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all priests. 
 
Around the time of Abraham (when he was still 
known by his old name, Abram) we meet 
Melchisedech, king of the town of Salem (later to be 
called Jerusalem) and priest of the most-high God. 
We know little about Melchisedech, other than the 
fact that he blessed Abram and that Abram 
recognized his authority by giving him ten percent 

(the word “tithe” means ten percent) of the booty he 
recovered from Lot’s captors. 
 

Genesis 14:18 - 20  But Melchisedech, the king of Salem, bringing forth bread and 
wine, for he was the priest of the most high God, Blessed him, and said: Blessed 
be Abram by the most high God, who created heaven and earth. And blessed be 
the most high God, by whose protection, the enemies are in thy hands. And he 
gave him the tithes of all.  

 
Later, in Psalms, David again speaks of Melchisedech, telling us that Messiah 
would be a priest according to the order of Melchisedech.  
 

Psalm 110:4  The Lord hath sworn, and he will not repent: Thou art a priest for 
ever according to the order of Melchisedech.  

 
Melchisedech had an interesting background. Some say he was the 
pre-incarnate Jesus. Some say he was one of the righteous sons of Noah. To this 
day there is no consensus as to who he really was (or is). Whatever his origin, 
Melchisedech is certainly an important figure and a very symbolic one. Here’s 
what St. Paul wrote about him:  
 

Hebrews 7:3 - 4  Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having 
neither beginning of days nor end of life, but likened unto the Son of God, 
continueth a priest for ever. Now consider how great this man is, to whom also 
Abraham the patriarch gave tithes out of the principal things.  

 
In the New Testament Book of Hebrews, we get a more complete picture and 
explanation of the priesthood, past and present, with Melchisedech again, a major 
figure. 
 

 
Abr am and Melchisedech 
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Hebr ew Pr iest 

Hebrews 5:1 - 10  For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for 
men in the things that appertain to God, that he may offer up gifts and sacrifices 
for sins: Who can have compassion on them that are ignorant and that err: 
because he himself also is compassed with infirmity. And therefore he ought, as 
for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. Neither doth any man take 
the honour to himself, but he that is called by God, as Aaron was. So Christ also 
did not glorify himself, that he might be made a high priest: but he that said unto 
him: Thou art my Son: this day have I begotten thee. As he saith also in another 
place: Thou art a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchisedech. Who in 
the days of his flesh, with a strong cry and tears, offering up prayers and 
supplications to him that was able to save him from death, was heard for his 
reverence. And whereas indeed he was the Son of God, he learned obedience by 
the things which he suffered. And being consummated, he became, to all that 
obey him, the cause of eternal salvation: Called by God a high priest, according 
to the order of Melchisedech.  

 

By sacrificing bread and wine, Melchisedech, king and priest, 
foreshadowed Jesus, our eternal King and High Priest. 

“ Melchisedech”  means “ king of justice”  or “ king of peace” . 
 
It wasn’t unti l the time of Moses that a sacred priesthood, set apart solely for 
sacrificial service to God, was established. In the Old Testament Book of Exodus, 
we see how God chose to use Aaron, the brother of Moses, in both a priestly and 
supporting role. Here, Moses has just explained to God that he is somewhat 
tongue-tied and does not feel capable of making demands on Pharaoh.   
 

Exodus 4:14 - 16  The Lord being angry at Moses, said: Aaron the Levite is thy 
brother, I know that he is eloquent: behold he cometh forth to meet thee, and 
seeing thee, shall be glad at heart. Speak to him, and put my words in his mouth: 
and I will be in thy mouth, and in his mouth, and will shew you what you must do. 
He shall speak in thy stead to the people, and shall be thy mouth: but thou shalt 
be to him in those things that pertain to God.  

 
Later, God would give Moses many explicit 
instructions about the priesthood: 
 

Exodus 28:1  Take unto thee also Aaron thy 
brother with his sons, from among the children of 
Israel, that they may minister to me in the priest's 
office: Aaron, Nadab, and Abiu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar.  
 
 
Exodus 28:41  And with all these things thou shalt 
vest Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him. 
And thou shalt consecrate the hands of them all, 
and shalt sanctif y them, that they may do the 
office of priesthood unto me.  
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Aar on  and Moses 

Exodus 29:9 - 11  To wit, Aaron and his children, and thou shalt put mitres upon 
them; and they shall be priests to me by a perpetual ordinance. After thou shalt 
have consecrated their hands, Thou shalt present also the calf before the 
tabernacle of the testimony. And Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands upon 
his head, And thou shalt kill him in the sight of the Lord, beside the door of the 
tabernacle of the testimony.  

 
Exodus 30:30  Thou shalt anoint Aaron and his 
sons, and shalt sanctif y them, that they may do 
the office of priesthood unto me.  

 
So, Aaron, the brother of Moses, by order of God 
Himself, became the first in a long line of sacred, 
sacrificial priests. 
 
According to the Catholic Encyclopedia at 
NewAdvent.org: “The office of high-priest in the 
house of Aaron was at first hereditary in the line of 
his first-born son Eleazar, but in the period from 
Heli to Abiathar (1131 to 973 B.C.) it belonged, by right 
of primogeniture, to the line of Ithamar. Under the rule 
of the Seleucidæ (from about 175 B.C.) the office was sold for money to the 
highest bidder. At a later period it became hereditary in the family of the Hasmon. 
With the destruction of the central sanctuary (Temple) in 70 A.D. by the Romans, 
the high-priesthood disappeared.” 
 
One does not need to be a history major to realize that the corrupt ion of the 
Jewish priesthood probably began around the time it was f irst  put up for  
auction, (175 B.C.) only to be fu lly and rampantly devoted to  graft  and greed 
by the time of Christ. When the Romans destroyed 
the Temple in 70 A.D. (exactly as Jesus prophesied) 
the Old Testament Priesthood was destroyed, as 
well. 
 

When the New Covenant replaced the 
Old, Jesus, our Eternal High Priest, the 
Apostles and the Holy Catholic Church 
replaced the outdated Temple Worship 
system. The “ centerpiece”  of the New 
Covenant is Jesus Himself, made present 
for us in the Eucharist, through the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 
 

This was prophesied by Malachai, who lived about 450 years before Christ. He 
spoke of a future time, when every day, all around the world, a holy and sacrificial 
priesthood would make an unbloody sacrifice to God, of a pure and perfect victim.  
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Peter  and J ohn Heal A Man 

Malachai 1:11  For from the rising of the sun even to the going down, my name is 
great among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is 
offered to my name a clean oblation: for my name is great among the Gentiles, 
saith the Lord of hosts. 
  

Of course, Jesus is the “name” which “is great among the Gentiles” and Jesus is 
the only name by which men may be saved from their sins. He is also our “clean 
oblation” (perfect victim made present for us via bread and wine). This prophecy 
accurately describes the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which, thousands of times 
every day, all around the globe, represents for us to our Father in heaven, 
Christ’s singular ly perfect  sacrifice. 
 

By studying the long history of the priesthood we learn many 
things. 
 

First, we learn that God sets very specific 
requirements for His priests (and for us, as well). 
They must be specially trained, properly ordained, 
fully prepared, and painstakingly attired. In the Old 
Testament, it was entirely possible for a priest to 
lose his life simply by touching something he 
shouldn’t touch, or entering into a place he shouldn’t 
go. 
 

Next, we learn that the priesthood has always been 
a group set apart from typical society and dedicated 
solely to God’s work of service, worship and 
sacrifice. 
 

Modern priests are leaders of the parish community 
and interact with the congregation much more than their 
Old Testament counterparts did, but in many ways (specialized training, official 
duties, celibacy, attire, and living arrangements) they are still a very traditional and 
specialized group. Dedicated always to sacrifice and eternally charged with the 
mission of bringing all souls to Christ, priests experience a very different aspect of 
the world than we do. 
 

It’s also important to realize that Christ, who is a good Jew, established the 
Catholic priesthood. His disciples, who administered all the affairs of the early 
Church, came from a similar background. Only after relentless persecution by the 
Jewish religious establishment and the destruction of the Temple, did they finally 
make a clean break from the old ways. So, it’s no accident that many of our 
prayers, customs, vestments, sacramentals, and rituals have their roots in the old 
Hebrew priesthood. 
 

Today, as it was since the earliest times, the primary job of the Catholic priest is to 
bring Catholics together to participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Only at 
Mass is it possible to consecrate the Eucharist (Holy Communion, the true Body 
and Blood of Christ).  After satisfying his Mass obligations, the priest is then rightly 
concerned with directing the life of the parish and with the administration of all the 
other Sacraments. 
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Most Protestants do not believe the Holy Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ, so they see no reason for a sacrificial rite and claim to have no need 
of the Mass, priests, sacraments (or even a crucifix). They rely, instead, on 
“symbolic” communion ceremonies and church “services” of various kinds. 
The few Protestants who actually do believe in the Real Presence, due to their 
voluntary separation from the teachings, 
authority and Traditions of the one, true 
Church, lack the valid Holy Orders which 
would give them the authority to consecrate 
the Eucharist. 
 
So Protestants, (with very, very few 
exceptions) must try to make do 
without benefit of Christ’s great and 
most personal Sacrament. 
 
Since no one can appropriate the power of 
God for himself, the power and authority of 
the Church must be handed down in the 
manner, which God has ordained. The process of passing on the power and 
authority of God from the Apostles to their successors through ordained Catholic  
Bishops is called Apostol ic Succession. Anyone claiming to be a deacon, priest 

or bishop who is ordained without benefit of Apostolic Succession is acting strictly 
on his own authority. Accept no substi tutes !   
 

In light of the recent problems with a very few Catholic priests, 
you should understand that a priest may still conduct a valid 
Mass and may still validly consecrate the Holy Eucharist, no 

matter what condition his own personal soul might be in. 
 

Jesus gave power and authority to govern the Catholic Church directly to the 
Apostles, who became the first Bishops. The Apostles, by the traditional “anointing 
with oil” and the “laying on of hands” ordained other Bishops, who would succeed 
them. Read this account of the process used to select the replacement for the late 
(failed and infamous) Apostle, Judas Iscariot: 
 

Acts 1:16 - 26 Men, brethren, the scripture must needs be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Ghost spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who was the 
leader of them that apprehended Jesus: Who was numbered with us, and had 
obtained part of this ministry. And he indeed hath possessed a field of the 
reward of iniquity, and being hanged, burst asunder in the midst: and all his 
bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: so 
that the same field was called in their tongue, Haceldama, that is to say, The field 
of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms: Let their habitation become 
desolate, and let there be none to dwell therein. And his bishopric let another 
take. Wherefore of these men who have companied with us, all the time that the 
Lord Jesus came in and went out among us, Beginning from the baptism of 
John, until the day wherein he was taken up from us, one of these must be made 
a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph, called 
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 
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The Late Bishop 
Fulton J . Sheen 

Famous Television  Evangelist 

And praying, they said : Thou, Lord, who 
knowest the heart of all men, shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen, To take the place of 
this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas 
hath by transgression fallen, that he might go to 
his own place. And they gave them lot, and the 
lot fell upon Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.  

 
So, all the power and authority delegated by God 
to His Church resides solely in the office of Bishop 
(the Pope is also a Bishop). Answerable only to 
God and the Pope, Bishops have the power to 
ordain priests and to delegate to them specific, but 
limited authority; to say Mass, administer the 
Sacraments and perform other duties. Bishops 
also have the power to ordain deacons, who are 
endowed with even more limited authority. Valued 
assistants to the priests and nurturers of the parish, 
deacons play an important and vital part in the life of the Church, but have no 
direct, essential role in the sacrificial aspect of the Mass. 
 
From The Catholic Encyclopedia at NewAdvent.com: “Ignatius of Antioch (Ep. ad 
Magnes., vi and passim) brings out with remarkable clearness the hierarchical 
distinction between the monarchical bishop, the priests, and the deacons. He 
emphasizes this triad as essential to the constitution of the Church: "Without these 
[three] it cannot be called the Church" (Ad Trall., iii). But, according to the law of 
historic continuity, this distinction of the orders must have existed in substance and 
embryo during the first century; and, as a matter of fact, St. Paul (I Tim., v, 17, 19) 
mentions "presbyters" who were subordinate to the real bishop Timothy.” 
 

The first Pope, the leader of the Apostles (and 
earthly leader of the Church) was Simon 
Peter, “ the Rock” . Peter was selected by God 

the Father and was appointed by Jesus Christ, 
Himself. 
 

Mathew 16:13 - 17 And Jesus came into the 
quarters of Cesarea Philippi: and he asked 
his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that 
the Son of man is? But they said: Some John 
the Baptist, and other some Elias, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus saith 
to them: But whom do you say that I am? 
Simon Peter answered and said: Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the liv ing God.  
And Jesus answering said to him: Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: because flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my 
Father who is in heaven. 
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Angel Fr ees Peter , the Fir st P ope, 
Fr om Pr ison 

 

 

Modern Popes (who usually serve for life) are 
selected from and elected by the College of 
Cardinals, a select group of Bishops who have 

been elevated by the Pope to the special “rank” 
of Cardinal. 
 

You might find it interesting to know that the term 
“ Cardinal”  really means “ hinge”  (derived from 

the Latin cardo), as in “The government of the 
Church hinges on the deliberations of the 
Cardinals, when they meet to elect a new Pope.”   
 

Cardinals are chosen by the pope to serve as his 
principal assistants and advisers in the central 
administration of church affairs. Collectively, they 
form the COLLEGE OF CARDINALS or the 
SACRED COLLEGE. 
  
Under the CODE OF CANON LAW, Cardinals 
serve to govern the Church and elect the pope in a conclave during the SEDE 
VACANTE (when the Holy See becomes vacant).  
 

Cardinals are also the major administrators of church affairs, serving in one or 
more departments of the ROMAN CURIA. Their title, while symbolic of high honor, 

does not signify any extension of the powers of the holy orders. By the 1815 
Congress of Vienna, all Cardinals have the rank and privi leges equal to princes of 
royal birth; hence they are also known as the princes of the Church.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today, John Paul II, the 264th Pope, Bishop of Rome and Vicar of  Christ, 

is our earthly leader. In this, the 25th year of his Pontificate, he remains 
God’s representative, seated on the “ Chair o f Peter” , the God-given 

seat of authori ty over the whole Church, in Vatican City, Rome, Italy. 
 

Coming Up In Part 15: The Pope 
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857 The Church is apostolic because she is founded on the apostles, in three ways:  

- she was and remains built on "the foundation of the Apostles,"
362

 the witnesses chosen and sent 
on mission by Christ himself;

363
  

- with the help of the Spirit dwelling in her, the Church keeps and hands on the teaching,
364

 the 
"good deposit," the salutary words she has heard from the apostles;

365
  

- she continues to be taught, sanctified, and guided by the apostles until Christ's return, through 
their successors in pastoral office: the college of bishops, "assisted by priests, in union with the 
successor of Peter, the Church's supreme pastor":

366 You are the eternal Shepherd who never 
leaves his flock untended. Through the apostles you watch over us and protect us always. You 
made them shepherds of the flock to share in the work of your Son. . . .

367 

858 Jesus is the Father's Emissary. From the beginning of his ministry, he "called to him those 
whom he desired; . . . . And he appointed twelve, whom also he named apostles, to be with him, 
and to be sent out to preach."

368
 From then on, they would also be his "emissaries" (Greek 

apostoloi). In them, Christ continues his own mission: "As the Father has sent me, even so I send 
you."

369
 The apostles' ministry is the continuation of his mission; Jesus said to the Twelve: "he who 

receives you receives me."
370

  

859 Jesus unites them to the mission he received from the Father. As "the Son can do nothing of 
his own accord," but receives everything from the Father who sent him, so those whom Jesus 
sends can do nothing apart from him,

371
 from whom they received both the mandate for their 

mission and the power to carry it out. Christ's apostles knew that they were called by God as 
"ministers of a new covenant," "servants of God," "ambassadors for Christ," "servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God."

372
  

860 In the office of the apostles there is one aspect that cannot be transmitted: to be the chosen 

witnesses of the Lord's Resurrection and so the foundation stones of the Church. But their office 
also has a permanent aspect. Christ promised to remain with them always. The divine mission 
entrusted by Jesus to them "will continue to the end of time, since the Gospel they handed on is 
the lasting source of all life for the Church. Therefore, . . . the apostles took care to appoint 
successors."

373
  

The bishops - successors of the apostles  

861 "In order that the mission entrusted to them might be continued after their death, [the apostles] 
consigned, by will and testament, as it were, to their immediate collaborators the duty of completing 
and consolidating the work they had begun, urging them to tend to the whole flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit had appointed them to shepherd the Church of God. They accordingly designated such 
men and then made the ruling that likewise on their death other proven men should take over their 
ministry."

374
  

862 "Just as the office which the Lord confided to Peter alone, as first of the apostles, destined to 
be transmitted to his successors, is a permanent one, so also endures the office, which the 
apostles received, of shepherding the Church, a charge destined to be exercised without 
interruption by the sacred order of bishops."

375
 Hence the Church teaches that "the bishops have 

by divine institution taken the place of the apostles as pastors of the Church, in such wise that 
whoever listens to them is listening to Christ and whoever despises them despises Christ and him 
who sent Christ."

376
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The apostolate  

863 The whole Church is apostolic, in that she remains, through the successors of St. Peter and 
the other apostles, in communion of faith and li fe with her origin: and in that she is "sent out" into 
the whole world. All members of the Church share in this mission, though in various ways. "The 
Christian vocation is, of its nature, a vocation to the apostolate as well." Indeed, we call an 
apostolate "every activity of the Mystical Body" that aims "to spread the Kingdom of Christ over all 
the earth."

377
  

864 "Christ, sent by the Father, is the source of the Church's whole apostolate"; thus the 

fruitfulness of apostolate for ordained ministers as well as for lay people clearly depends on their 
vital union with Christ.

378
 In keeping with their vocations, the demands of the times and the various 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, the apostolate assumes the most varied forms. But charity, drawn from the 
Eucharist above all, is always "as it were, the soul of the whole apostolate."

379
  

865 The Church is ultimately one, holy, catholic, and apostolic in her deepest and ultimate identity, 
because it is in her that "the Kingdom of heaven," the "Reign of God,"

380
 already exists and will be 

fulfilled at the end of time. The kingdom has come in the person of Christ and grows mysteriously in 
the hearts of those incorporated into him, until its full eschatological manifestation. Then all those 
he has redeemed and made "holy and blameless before him in love,"

381
 will be gathered together 

as the one People of God, the "Bride of the Lamb,"
382

 "the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God."

383
 For "the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and 

on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb."
384

  

IN BRIEF  

866 The Church is one: she acknowledges one Lord, confesses one faith, is born of one Baptism, 
forms only one Body, is given li fe by the one Spirit, for the sake of one hope (cf. Eph 4:3-5), at 
whose fulfillment all divisions will be overcome.  

867 The Church is holy: the Most Holy God is her author; Christ, her bridegroom, gave himself up 
to make her holy; the Spirit of holiness gives her life. Since she still includes sinners, she is "the 
sinless one made up of sinners." Her holiness shines in the saints; in Mary she is already all-holy.  

868 The Church is catholic: she proclaims the fullness of the faith. She bears in herself and 
administers the totality of the means of salvation. She is sent out to all peoples. She speaks to all 
men. She encompasses all times. She is "missionary of her very nature" (AG 2).  

869 The Church is apostolic. She is built on a lasting foundation: "the twelve apostles of the Lamb" 
(Rev 21:14). She is indestructible (cf. Mt 16:18). She is upheld infallibly in the truth: Christ governs 
her through Peter and the other apostles, who are present in their successors, the Pope and the 
college of bishops.  

870 "The sole Church of Christ which in the Creed we profess to be one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic, . . . subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by 
the bishops in communion with him. Nevertheless, many elements of sanctification and of truth are 
found outside its visible confines"(LG 8).  

Consult the Catechism for a list of all the source documents and citations used to prepare this section. 
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Admit Two 

Matthew 13:43  Then shall the just shine as the sun, in the 
kingdom of their Father. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. 
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14th Centur y Depiction of Caiphus 

Rending His Gar ments and (falsely) 

Declar ing J esus Guilty 

 

The Pope  
(Volume 1 - Part 15) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

One of the hallmarks of the Catholic faith is our belief that the Pope is God’s 
designated and true representative on earth. 
 

Firmly rooted in Scripture and confirmed from the earliest times by Apostolic 
Tradition, the primacy of Simon Peter, “the Rock”, whose office and authority lives 
on today in John Paul II, our current Pope, remains the solid earthly foundation on 
which the Roman Catholic Church is built. 
 

When God made Aaron, the brother of Moses, the first high priest, he set up the 
office of priest in perpetuity (a man so ordained would remain a priest forever and 
the office of the priesthood would continue forever): 
 

Exodus 29:9 - 11  To wit, Aaron and his children, 
and thou shalt put mitres upon them; and they 
shall be priests to me by a perpetual ordinance.  

 

The high priest was endowed with awesome 
responsibilities, special powers and extraordinary 
authority. A high priest normally served for life (until 
later times, when that was changed). He was in 
charge of all the other priests, as well as the 
administration of the Tabernacle or Temple. When he died, his office was to be 
handed down to his successor: 
 

Exodus 29:29 - 30  And the holy vesture, which Aaron shall use, his sons shall 
have after him, that they may be anointed, and their hands consecrated in it. He 
of his sons that shall be appointed high priest in his stead, and that shall enter 
into the tabernacle of the testimony to minister in the sanctuary, shall wear it 
seven days. 

 

It was also normal for the h igh priest to prophesy. His  prophetic words were 
considered to come straight from God. This was true even for corrupt  high 
priests:  
 

John 11:49 - 53  But one of them, named 
Caiphas, being the high priest that year, 
said to them: You know nothing. Neither do 
you consider that it is expedient for you 
that one man should die for the people and 
that the whole nation perish not. And this 
he spoke not of himself: but being the high 
priest of that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for the nation. And not 
only for the nation, but to gather together 
in one the children of God that were 
dispersed. 
 
From that day therefore they devised to put 
him to death. 
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Pope J ohn P aul II 

Just as the Old Testament practice of animal sacr ifice prefigured the perfect 
sacrifice o f Jesus on the cross, the Old Testament pries thood prefigured the 
sacrific ial pr iesthood of the New Covenant. 

 
God is always in control. Of that, there can 
be no doubt. But God has always delegated 
the authority to care for His Church to men 
on the earth. And, in spite of our inclination 
towards greed and corruption, He always 
manages to keep the Church holy. 
 
So, accepting the fact that only God is the 
true foundation and only Christ is the real 
“head” of the Church, there’s over a billion 
Catholics in the world (and billions more non-
Catholics) who look to God’s earthly 
representative, the Pope, for moral guidance. 
And all the evidence tells us that’s exactly the 
way God wants it to be! 
 
Here, Jesus gives Simon Peter, the first Pope, his new name: 
 
Mat 16:15 - 18  Jesus saith to them: But whom do you say that I am? Simon Peter 
answered and said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the liv ing God. And Jesus 
answering said to him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: because flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I say to thee: That 
thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will  build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 

 

This was always God’s way. When He gives you a new purpose, 
you get a new name. All Catholics who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation should be able to identify with that.  
Here’s a few more examples: 
 

Genesis 17:5  Neither shall thy name be called any more Abram: but thou shalt be 
called Abraham : because I have made thee a father of many nations.  

 
Genesis 32:27 - 28  And he said: What is thy name? He answered: Jacob. But he 
said: Thy name shall not be called Jacob, but Israel ; for if thou hast been strong 
against God, how much more shalt thou prevail against men?  
 
Acts 13:9 - 10  Then Saul, otherwise Paul, filled with the Holy Ghost, looking upon 
him, Said: O full of all guile and of all deceit, child of the devil, enemy of all 
justice, thou ceases not to pervert the right ways of the Lord.  
 
Revelation 2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches: To him that overcometh I will give the hidden manna and will give him 
a white counter: and in the counter, a new name written, which no man knoweth 
but he that receiveth it.  
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Along with the name Peter, (which means “Rock”) Jesus gave Peter the primary 
mission authority to lead and to manage all the earthly affairs of the Holy Catholic 
Church. There is no ambiguity here. Jesus mentioned no one else. 
 
Learning that he, a humble fisherman, had been chosen for the top job in the 
Church, Peter was almost ready to faint. He probably felt a lot like he did that night 
on the Sea of Galilee: 
 

Mat 14:25 - 31  And in the fourth watch of the night, he (Jesus) came to them 
walking upon the sea. And they seeing him 
walking upon the sea, were troubled, 
saying: It is an apparition. And they cried 
out for fear. And immediately Jesus spoke 
to them, saying: Be of good heart: it is I, 
fear ye not. And Peter making answer, 
said: Lord, if it be thou, bid me come to 
thee upon the waters. And he said: Come. 
And Peter going down out of the boat 
walked upon the water to come to Jesus. 
But seeing the wind strong, he was afraid: 
and when he began to sink, he cried out, 
saying: Lord, save me. And immediately 
Jesus stretching forth his hand took hold 
of him, and said to him: O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?  

 
That wasn’t the only time Jesus reached out to save Peter: 
 

Luke 22:31 - 32  And the Lord said: Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not: and thou, being once converted, confirm thy brethren.  

 
So Peter really had no reason to be concerned. God was with (for) him. This is 
something all of us need to keep in mind: 
 

Romans 8:31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who is 
against us? 

 

Nonetheless, Jesus quickly consoled him, explaining that he 
would never be alone. God would always protect the Church 
from the forces of evil. And Peter would have the God given 
authority (symbolized by the keys) that he needed to 

manage Church affairs, make rules, govern, teach, define 
beliefs and to do whatever else was necessary to nurture the 
Church. 
 

Finally, Jesus told Peter that He will personally back up his decisions, confirming 
from His place of ultimate authority in heaven, the choices that Peter (and every 
Pope who succeeds him) makes for the Church here on earth. 
Later, Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to eternally guide the Church and to 
keep it from errors in doctrine. Faithful Cathol ics continue to  rely on the 
promises of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spir it, today. 
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Without a c learly  visible Shepherd to keep them pointed  in the right 
direction, the f lock tends to get scattered  and confused. Then, one by one, 
they get carr ied off  and devoured. God doesn’t want that to happen to us . 
 

Do you remember all the Old Testament figures who were shepherds? Whenever 
a shepherd had to leave his flock, even for a little while, he would ask a trusted 
friend, relative or assistant to tend it for him. So it’s no coincidence that Christ, the 
Good Shepherd, knowing He would soon need to leave His flock for a while 
(approximately 1970 years and still counting), chose to leave it in the care of 
Peter, His trusted assistant and the man that both He and His Father in heaven 
agreed, was right for the job. 
 

If you’re still not convinced that Peter was God’s designated leader and shepherd 
to the whole Church (flock), consider this curious exchange between the risen 
Christ and Peter on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. As you read, keep in mind that 
Peter, the night before the crucifixion, had three times denied even knowing Jesus: 
 

John 21:15 - 17  When therefore they had 
dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter: Simon, 
son of John, lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith to him: Yea, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith to him: 
Feed my lambs. He saith to him again: 
Simon, son of John, lovest thou me? He 
saith to him: yea, Lord, thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith to him: Feed my lambs. 
He said to him the third time: Simon, son of 
John, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 
because he had said to him the third time: 
Lovest thou me? And he said to him: Lord, 
thou knowest all things: thou knowest that I 
love thee. He said to him: Feed my sheep.  

 

This was Peter’s swear ing-in ceremony. 
The oath of office was his fer vent declarat ion of unequivocal love for 
the risen Chr ist. Each t ime Peter affirmed his love, Jesus, in t urn, 
affirmed Peter’s position as head of the Church, and trusted 
“ shepherd”  of the ent ire flock.    
 

As it was in the Old Testament, the appointment would be for life, and the office 
would then be passed along to a tried and true successor. As it was in the old 
system with the high priest, the Pope would, under certain conditions, have the 
power to speak infallibly (prophesy), in order to enlighten and guide his flock. 
Simon (Peter) was given wide-ranging authority to manage the affairs of the 
Church, to make rules, define beliefs and ordain (pass along God’s power and 
authority to those who would succeed him). 

 

Matthew 16:18 – 19 And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give 
to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon 
earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.  
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The Pope may choose to speak infall ibly (without error) on matters of  faith 
and morals, when defining the beliefs and teachings of the Church. These 
statements, which are considered to be God’s truth expressed through the person 
and office of the Pope, are referred to as “Ex Cathedra” (from the Chair). All  
Catholics are required to accept these infal lible decrees. 

 
This does not mean that everything a Pope says or does must be considered to be 
infallible. Casual statements, political statements and general comments made by 
the Pope, while worthy of consideration, need not be considered infallible.  
 
It’s also important to remember that, while a Pope may be capable of speaking 
infallibly, he is most certainly not considered to be impeccable (without sin). 
As far as we know, only Jesus and Mary managed to live impeccable lives. All the 
rest of us, including Prophets, Kings, Popes, Bishops, priests, politicians and car 
dealers are sinners in dire need of our Redeemer, Jesus.  
 
Don’t be deceived. There have been a number of Popes and other religious 
officials who were poor leaders, corrupt politicians and great sinners. Without a 
doubt, they fell far short of the ideal. God will certainly judge the conduct of those 
Popes, Bishops and priests who chose to betray His sacred trust. But, before you 
let your nose get too far out of joint, remember what Jesus told us: 
 

John 8:7  When therefore they continued 
asking him, he lifted up himself and said to 
them: He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone …  

 
Looking back at those troubled t imes, we 
can determine without a doubt, that God 
kept His Word and protected His  Church 
from doctrinal error . 
 
He always keeps His promises. So, no matter 
what happens, all we need to do is continue to 
participate fully in His Church, continue to grow 
in our knowledge and love for Him and 
continue to have faith.     

 

The Pope, Bishops, priests and deacons 
 (and religious workers of all  kinds) have very tough jobs. 

They constantly pray to God for you. 
Don’t forget to pray for them. 

 
It’s interesting to note that St. Peter is a common figure in many humorous stories 
where people of various occupations die, shortly appear at the gates of heaven 
and then, ask St. Peter to let them in. Of course, this is because Peter was given 
the KEYS to the kingdom of heaven by Christ. 
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View From St. Peter's Basilica, The Vatican 

True Catholics know that 
St. Peter doesn’t have the 
KEYS to the pearly gates 
anymore. He left them behind 
on earth for use by his 
successors! 
 

The Protestants of the world 
(and some Catholics, as well) 
have problems accepting the 
God given authority of the 
Pope. 
 
That’s not surprising, 
considering the fact that the 
great majori ty of people 
wouldn’t accept the authori ty 
of God, Himself, when He 
dwelled with us here, in the flesh! 
 
 

 
 

Coming Up In Part 16: The End of the World 

St. Peter ' s Basilica 
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II. I. THE HIERARCHICAL CONSTITUTION OF THE CHURCH  

Why the ecclesial ministr y?  

874 Christ is himself the source of ministry in the Church. He instituted the Church. He gave her 
authority and mission, orientation and goal:  

In order to shepherd the People of God and to increase its numbers without cease, Christ 
the Lord set up in his Church a variety of offices which aim at the good of the whole body. 
The holders of office, who are invested with a sacred power, are, in fact, dedicated to 
promoting the interests of their brethren, so that all who belong to the People of God . . . 
may attain to salvation.

389
 

875 "How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without a preacher? And how can men preach unless they are sent?"

390
 No one - no individual and 

no community - can proclaim the Gospel to himself: "Faith comes from what is heard."
391

 No one 
can give himself the mandate and the mission to proclaim the Gospel. The one sent by the Lord 
does not speak and act on his own authority, but by virtue of Christ's authority; not as a member of 
the community, but speaking to it in the name of Christ. No one can bestow grace on himself; it 
must be given and offered. This fact presupposes ministers of grace, authorized and empowered 
by Christ. From him, bishops and priests receive the mission and faculty ("the sacred power") to act 
in persona Christi Capitis; deacons receive the strength to serve the people of God in the diaconia 
of liturgy, word and charity, in communion with the bishop and his presbyterate. The ministry in 
which Christ's emissaries do and give by God's grace what they cannot do and give by their own 
powers, is called a "sacrament" by the Church's tradition. Indeed, the ministry of the Church is 
conferred by a special sacrament.  

876 Intrinsically linked to the sacramental nature of ecclesial ministry is its character as service. 
Entirely dependent on Christ who gives mission and authority, ministers are truly "slaves of 
Christ,"

392
 in the image of him who freely took "the form of a slave" for us.

393
 Because the word and 

grace of which they are ministers are not their own, but are given to them by Christ for the sake of 
others, they must freely become the slaves of all.

394
  

877 Likewise, it belongs to the sacramental nature of ecclesial ministry that it have a collegial 
character. In fact, from the beginning of his ministry, the Lord Jesus instituted the Twelve as "the 
seeds of the new Israel and the beginning of the sacred hierarchy."

395
 Chosen together, they were 

also sent out together, and their fraternal unity would be at the service of the fraternal communion 
of all the faithful: they would reflect and witness to the communion of the divine persons.

396
 For this 

reason every bishop exercises his ministry from within the episcopal college, in communion with 
the bishop of Rome, the successor of St. Peter and head of the college. So also priests exercise 
their ministry from within the presbyterium of the diocese, under the direction of their bishop.  

878 Finally, it belongs to the sacramental nature of ecclesial ministry that it have a personal 
character. Although Christ's ministers act in communion with one another, they also always act in a 
personal way. Each one is called personally: "You, follow me"

397
 in order to be a personal witness 

within the common mission, to bear personal responsibility before him who gives the mission, 
acting "in his person" and for other persons: "I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit . . ."; "I absolve you . . . ."  
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879 Sacramental ministry in the Church, then, is a service exercised in the name of Christ. It has a 
personal character and a collegial form. This is evidenced by the bonds between the episcopal 
college and its head, the successor of St. Peter, and in the relationship between the bishop's 
pastoral responsibility for his particular church and the common solicitude of the episcopal college 
for the universal Church.  

The episcopal college and its head, the Pope  

880 When Christ instituted the Twelve, "he constituted [them] in the form of a college or permanent 
assembly, at the head of which he placed Peter, chosen from among them."

398
 Just as "by the 

Lord's institution, St. Peter and the rest of the apostles constitute a single apostolic college, so in 
like fashion the Roman Pontiff, Peter's successor, and the bishops, the successors of the apostles, 
are related with and united to one another."

399
  

881 The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the "rock" of his Church. He gave him 
the keys of his Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock.

400
 "The office of binding and 

loosing which was given to Peter was also assigned to the college of apostles united to its head."
401

 
This pastoral office of Peter and the other apostles belongs to the Church's very foundation and is 
continued by the bishops under the primacy of the Pope.  

882 The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter's successor, "is the perpetual and visible source and 
foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful."

402
 "For the 

Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office as Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has full, 
supreme, and universal power over the whole Church, a power which he can always exercise 
unhindered."

403
  

883 "The college or body of bishops has no authority unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter's 
successor, as its head." As such, this college has "supreme and full authority over the universal 
Church; but this power cannot be exercised without the agreement of the Roman Pontiff."

404
  

884 "The college of bishops exercises power over the universal Church in a solemn manner in an 
ecumenical council."

405
 But "there never is an ecumenical council which is not confirmed or at least 

recognized as such by Peter's successor."
406

  

885 "This college, in so far as it is composed of many members, is the expression of the variety 
and universality of the People of God; and of the unity of the flock of Christ, in so far as it is 
assembled under one head."

407
  

886 "The individual bishops are the visible source and foundation of unity in their own particular 
Churches."

408
 As such, they "exercise their pastoral office over the portion of the People of God 

assigned to them,"
409

 assisted by priests and deacons. But, as a member of the episcopal college, 
each bishop shares in the concern for all the Churches.

410
 The bishops exercise this care first "by 

ruling well their own Churches as portions of the universal Church," and so contributing "to the 
welfare of the whole Mystical Body, which, from another point of view, is a corporate body of 
Churches."

411
 They extend it especially to the poor,

412
 to those persecuted for the faith, as well as 

to missionaries who are working throughout the world.  

887 Neighboring particular Churches who share the same culture form ecclesiastical provinces or 
larger groupings called patriarchates or regions.

413
 The bishops of these groupings can meet in 

synods or provincial councils. "In a like fashion, the episcopal conferences at the present time are 
in a position to contribute in many and fruitful ways to the concrete realization of the collegiate 
spirit."

414
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The teaching office  

888 Bishops, with priests as co-workers, have as their first task "to preach the Gospel of God to all 
men," in keeping with the Lord's command.

415
 They are "heralds of faith, who draw new disciples to 

Christ; they are authentic teachers" of the apostolic faith "endowed with the authority of Christ."
416

  

889 In order to preserve the Church in the purity of the faith handed on by the apostles, Christ who 
is the Truth willed to confer on her a share in his own infallibility. By a "supernatural sense of faith" 
the People of God, under the guidance of the Church's living Magisterium, "unfailingly adheres to 
this faith."

417
  

890 The mission of the Magisterium is linked to the definitive nature of the covenant established by 
God with his people in Christ. It is this Magisterium's task to preserve God's people from deviations 
and defections and to guarantee them the objective possibility of professing the true faith without 
error. Thus, the pastoral duty of the Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it that the People of God 
abides in the truth that liberates. To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the Church's shepherds with 
the charism of infallibility in matters of faith and morals. The exercise of this charism takes several 
forms:  

891 "The Roman Pontiff, head of the college of bishops, enjoys this infallibility in virtue of his office, 
when, as supreme pastor and teacher of all the faithful - who confirms his brethren in the faith he 
proclaims by a definitive act a doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. . . . The infallibility promised to 
the Church is also present in the body of bishops when, together with Peter's successor, they 
exercise the supreme Magisterium," above all in an Ecumenical Council.

418
 When the Church 

through its supreme Magisterium proposes a doctrine "for belief as being divinely revealed,"
419

 and 
as the teaching of Christ, the definitions "must be adhered to with the obedience of faith."

420
 This 

infallibility extends as far as the deposit of divine Revelation itself.
421

  

892 Divine assistance is also given to the successors of the apostles, teaching in communion with 
the successor of Peter, and, in a particular way, to the bishop of Rome, pastor of the whole Church, 
when, without arriving at an infallible definition and without pronouncing in a "definitive manner," 
they propose in the exercise of the ordinary Magisterium a teaching that leads to better 
understanding of Revelation in matters of faith and morals. To this ordinary teaching the faithful 
"are to adhere to it with religious assent"

422
 which, though distinct from the assent of faith, is 

nonetheless an extension of it.  

The sanctifying of fice  

893 The bishop is "the steward of the grace of the supreme priesthood,"
423

 especially in the 
Eucharist which he offers personally or whose offering he assures through the priests, his co-
workers. The Eucharist is the center of the life of the particular Church. The bishop and priests 
sanctify the Church by their prayer and work, by their ministry of the word and of the sacraments. 
They sanctify her by their example, "not as domineering over those in your charge but being 
examples to the flock."

424
 Thus, "together with the flock entrusted to them, they may attain to 

eternal life."
425

  

The governing office  

894 "The bishops, as vicars and legates of Christ, govern the particular Churches assigned to them 
by their counsels, exhortations, and example, but over and above that also by the authority and 
sacred power" which indeed they ought to exercise so as to edify, in the spirit of service which is 
that of their Master.

426
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895 "The power which they exercise personally in the name of Christ, is proper, ordinary, and 
immediate, although its exercise is ultimately controlled by the supreme authority of the Church."

427
 

But the bishops should not be thought of as vicars of the Pope. His ordinary and immediate 
authority over the whole Church does not annul, but on the contrary confirms and defends that of 
the bishops. Their authority must be exercised in communion with the whole Church under the 
guidance of the Pope.  

896 The Good Shepherd ought to be the model and "form" of the bishop's pastoral office. 
Conscious of his own weaknesses, "the bishop . . . can have compassion for those who are 
ignorant and erring. He should not refuse to listen to his subjects whose welfare he promotes as of 
his very own children. . . . The faithful . . . should be closely attached to the bishop as the Church is 
to Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is to the Father":

428
  

Let all follow the bishop, as Jesus Christ follows his Father, and the college of presbyters 
as the apostles; respect the deacons as you do God's law. Let no one do anything 
concerning the Church in separation from the bishop.

429
 

 

THE POWER OF THE KEYS  

981 After his Resurrection, Christ sent his apostles "so that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in his name to all nations."

526
 The apostles and their successors carry out this 

"ministry of reconciliation," not only by announcing to men God's forgiveness merited for us by 
Christ, and calling them to conversion and faith; but also by communicating to them the forgiveness 
of sins in Baptism, and reconciling them with God and with the Church through the power of the 
keys, received from Christ:

527
  

[The Church] has received the keys of the Kingdom of heaven so that, in her, sins may be 
forgiven through Christ's blood and the Holy Spirit's action. In this Church, the soul dead 
through sin comes back to life in order to live with Christ, whose grace has saved us.

528
 

982 There is no offense, however serious, that the Church cannot forgive. "There is no one, 
however wicked and guilty, who may not confidently hope for forgiveness, provided his repentance 
is honest.

529
 Christ who died for all men desires that in his Church the gates of forgiveness should 

always be open to anyone who turns away from sin.
530

  

 

983 Catechesis strives to awaken and nourish in the faithful faith in the incomparable greatness of 
the risen Christ's gift to his Church: the mission and the power to forgive sins through the ministry 
of the apostles and their successors:  

The Lord wills that his disciples possess a tremendous power: that his lowly servants 
accomplish in his name all that he did when he was on earth.

531
  

Priests have received from God a power that he has given neither to angels nor to 
archangels . . . . God above confirms what priests do here below.

532
  

Were there no forgiveness of sins in the Church, there would be no hope of li fe to come or 
eternal liberation. Let us thank God who has given his Church such a gift.

533 
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ARTICLE 6 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS  

1536 Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles 
continues to be exercised in the Church until the end of time: thus it is the sacrament of apostolic 
ministry. It includes three degrees: episcopate, presbyterate, and diaconate.  

(On the institution and mission of the apostolic ministry by Christ, see above, no. 874 ff. Here only 
the sacramental means by which this ministry is handed on will be treated.)  

 

 

I. WHY IS THIS SACRAMENT CALLED " ORDERS"?  

1537 The word order in Roman antiquity designated an established civil body, especially a 
governing body. Ordinatio means incorporation into an ordo. In the Church there are established 
bodies which Tradition, not without a basis in Sacred Scripture,

4
 has since ancient times called 

taxeis (Greek) or ordines. And so the liturgy speaks of the ordo episcoporum, the ordo 
presbyterorum, the ordo diaconorum. Other groups also receive this name of ordo: catechumens, 
virgins, spouses, widows,. . . .  

1538 Integration into one of these bodies in the Church was accomplished by a rite called ordinatio, 
a religious and liturgical act which was a consecration, a blessing or a sacrament. Today the word 
"ordination" is reserved for the sacramental act which integrates a man into the order of bishops, 
presbyters, or deacons, and goes beyond a simple election, designation, delegation, or institution 
by the community, for it confers a gift of the Holy Spirit that permits the exercise of a "sacred 
power" (sacra potestas)

5
 which can come only from Christ himself through his Church. Ordination 

is also called consecratio, for it is a setting apart and an investiture by Christ himself for his Church. 
The laying on of hands by the bishop, with the consecratory prayer, constitutes the visible sign of 
this ordination.  

 

 

II. THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS IN THE ECONOMY OF SALVATION  

The priesthood o f the Old Covenant  

1539 The chosen people was constituted by God as "a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."
6
 But 

within the people of Israel, God chose one of the twelve tribes, that of Levi, and set it apart for 
liturgical service; God himself is its inheritance.

7
 A special rite consecrated the beginnings of the 

priesthood of the Old Covenant. The priests are "appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins."

8
  

1540 Instituted to proclaim the Word of God and to restore communion with God by sacrifices and 
prayer,

9
 this priesthood nevertheless remains powerless to bring about salvation, needing to repeat 

its sacrifices ceaselessly and being unable to achieve a definitive sanctification, which only the 
sacrifice of Christ would accomplish.

10
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1541 The liturgy of the Church, however, sees in the priesthood of Aaron and the service of the 
Levites, as in the institution of the seventy elders,

11
 a prefiguring of the ordained ministry of the 

New Covenant. Thus in the Latin Rite the Church prays in the consecratory preface of the 
ordination of bishops:  

God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, . . .  
by your gracious word  
you have established the plan of your Church.  

From the beginning,  
you chose the descendants of Abraham to be your holy nation.  
You established rulers and priests  
and did not leave your sanctuary without ministers to serve you. . . .

12
  

1542 At the ordination of priests, the Church prays:  

Lord, holy Father, . . .  
when you had appointed high priests to rule your people,  
you chose other men next to them in rank and dignity  
to be with them and to help them in their task. . . .  

you extended the spirit of Moses to seventy wise men. . . .  
You shared among the sons of Aaron  
the fullness of their father's power.

13
  

1543 In the consecratory prayer for ordination of deacons, the Church confesses:  

Almighty God . . .,  
You make the Church, Christ's body,  
grow to its full stature as a new and greater temple.  
You enrich it with every kind of grace  
and perfect it with a diversity of members  
to serve the whole body in a wonderful pattern of unity.  

You established a threefold ministry of worship and service,  
for the glory of your name.  
As ministers of your tabernacle you chose the sons of Levi  
and gave them your blessing as their everlasting inheritance.

14
  

The one priesthood of Chri st  

1544 Everything that the priesthood of the Old Covenant prefigured finds its fulfillment in Christ 
Jesus, the "one mediator between God and men."

15
 The Christian tradition considers Melchizedek, 

"priest of God Most High," as a prefiguration of the priesthood of Christ, the unique "high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek";

16
 "holy, blameless, unstained,"

17
 "by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are sanctified,"
18

 that is, by the unique sacrifice of the cross.  

1545 The redemptive sacrifice of Christ is unique, accomplished once for all; yet it is made present 
in the Eucharistic sacrifice of the Church. The same is true of the one priesthood of Christ; it is 
made present through the ministerial priesthood without diminishing the uniqueness of Christ's 
priesthood: "Only Christ is the true priest, the others being only his ministers."

19
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Two participations in the one priesthood of Chri st  

1546 Christ, high priest and unique mediator, has made of the Church "a kingdom, priests for his 
God and Father."

20
 The whole community of believers is, as such, priestly. The faithful exercise 

their baptismal priesthood through their participation, each according to his own vocation, in 
Christ's mission as priest, prophet, and king. Through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation 
the faithful are "consecrated to be . . . a holy priesthood."

21
  

1547 The ministerial or hierarchical priesthood of bishops and priests, and the common priesthood 
of all the faithful participate, "each in its own proper way, in the one priesthood of Christ." While 
being "ordered one to another," they differ essentially.

22
 In what sense? While the common 

priesthood of the faithful is exercised by the unfolding of baptismal grace --a life of faith, hope, and 
charity, a life according to the Spirit--, the ministerial priesthood is at the service of the common 
priesthood. It is directed at the unfolding of the baptismal grace of all Christians. The ministerial 
priesthood is a means by which Christ unceasingly builds up and leads his Church. For this reason 
it is transmitted by its own sacrament, the sacrament of Holy Orders.  

In the person of Chri st the Head . . .  

1548 In the ecclesial service of the ordained minister, it is Christ himself who is present to his 
Church as Head of his Body, Shepherd of his flock, high priest of the redemptive sacrifice, Teacher 
of Truth. This is what the Church means by saying that the priest, by virtue of the sacrament of 
Holy Orders, acts in persona Christi Capitis:

23
  

It is the same priest, Christ Jesus, whose sacred person his minister truly represents. Now 
the minister, by reason of the sacerdotal consecration which he has received, is truly made 
like to the high priest and possesses the authority to act in the power and place of the 
person of Christ himself (virtute ac persona ipsius Christi).

24
  

Christ is the source of all priesthood: the priest of the old law was a figure of Christ, and the 
priest of the new law acts in the person of Christ.

25
  

1549 Through the ordained ministry, especially that of bishops and priests, the presence of Christ 
as head of the Church is made visible in the midst of the community of believers.

26
 In the beautiful 

expression of St. Ignatius of Antioch, the bishop is typos tou Patros: he is like the living image of 
God the Father.

27
  

1550 This presence of Christ in the minister is not to be understood as if the latter were preserved 
from all human weaknesses, the spirit of domination, error, even sin. The power of the Holy Spirit 
does not guarantee all acts of ministers in the same way. While this guarantee extends to the 
sacraments, so that even the minister's sin cannot impede the fruit of grace, in many other acts the 
minister leaves human traces that are not always signs of fidelity to the Gospel and consequently 
can harm the apostolic fruit fulness of the Church.  

1551 This priesthood is ministerial. "That office . . . which the Lord committed to the pastors of his 
people, is in the strict sense of the term a service."

28
 It is entirely related to Christ and to men. It 

depends entirely on Christ and on his unique priesthood; it has been instituted for the good of men 
and the communion of the Church. The sacrament of Holy Orders communicates a "sacred power" 
which is none other than that of Christ. The exercise of this authority must therefore be measured 
against the model of Christ, who by love made himself the least and the servant of all.

29
 "The Lord 

said clearly that concern for his flock was proof of love for him."
30
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. . . " in the name of the whole Church"  

1552 The ministerial priesthood has the task not only of representing Christ - Head of the Church - 
before the assembly of the faithful, but also of acting in the name of the whole Church when 
presenting to God the prayer of the Church, and above all when offering the Eucharistic sacrifice.

31
  

1553 "In the name of the whole Church" does not mean that priests are the delegates of the 
community. The prayer and offering of the Church are inseparable from the prayer and offering of 
Christ, her head; it is always the case that Christ worships in and through his Church. The whole 
Church, the Body of Christ, prays and offers herself "through him, with him, in him," in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, to God the Father. The whole Body, caput et membra, prays and offers itself, and 
therefore those who in the Body are especially his ministers are called ministers not only of Christ, 
but also of the Church. It is because the ministerial priesthood represents Christ that it can 
represent the Church.  

 

III. THE THREE DEGREES OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS  

1554 "The divinely instituted ecclesiastical ministry is exercised in different degrees by those who 
even from ancient times have been called bishops, priests, and deacons."

32
 Catholic doctrine, 

expressed in the liturgy, the Magisterium, and the constant practice of the Church, recognizes that 
there are two degrees of ministerial participation in the priesthood of Christ: the episcopacy and the 
presbyterate . The diaconate is intended to help and serve them. For this reason the term sacerdos 
in current usage denotes bishops and priests but not deacons. Yet Catholic doctrine teaches that 
the degrees of priestly participation (episcopate and presbyterate) and the degree of service 
(diaconate) are all three conferred by a sacramental act called "ordination," that is, by the 
sacrament of Holy Orders:  

Let everyone revere the deacons as Jesus Christ, the bishop as the image of the Father, 
and the presbyters as the senate of God and the assembly of the apostles. For without 
them one cannot speak of the Church.

33
  

Epi scopal ordination - ful lness of the sacrament of Hol y Orders  

1555 "Amongst those various offices which have been exercised in the Church from the earliest 
times the chief place, according to the witness of tradition, is held by the function of those who, 
through their appointment to the dignity and responsibility of bishop, and in virtue consequently of 
the unbroken succession going back to the beginning, are regarded as transmitters of the apostolic 
line."

34
  

1556 To fulfill their exalted mission, "the apostles were endowed by Christ with a special 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit coming upon them, and by the imposition of hands they passed on to 
their auxiliaries the gift of the Spirit, which is transmitted down to our day through episcopal 
consecration."

35
  

1557 The Second Vatican Council "teaches . . . that the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders is 
conferred by episcopal consecration, that fullness namely which, both in the liturgical tradition of 
the Church and the language of the Fathers of the Church, is called the high priesthood, the acme 
(summa) of the sacred ministry."

36
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1558 "Episcopal consecration confers, together with the office of sanctifying, also the offices of 
teaching and ruling. . . . In fact . . . by the imposition of hands and through the words of the 
consecration, the grace of the Holy Spirit is given, and a sacred character is impressed in such 
wise that bishops, in an eminent and visible manner, take the place of Christ himself, teacher, 
shepherd, and priest, and act as his representative (in Eius persona agant)."

37
 "By virtue, therefore, 

of the Holy Spirit who has been given to them, bishops have been constituted true and authentic 
teachers of the faith and have been made pontiffs and pastors."

38
  

1559 "One is constituted a member of the episcopal body in virtue of the sacramental consecration 
and by the hierarchical communion with the head and members of the college."

39
 The character 

and collegial nature of the episcopal order are evidenced among other ways by the Church's 
ancient practice which calls for several bishops to participate in the consecration of a new bishop.

40
 

In our day, the lawful ordination of a bishop requires a special intervention of the Bishop of Rome, 
because he is the supreme visible bond of the communion of the particular Churches in the one 
Church and the guarantor of their freedom.  

1560 As Christ's vicar, each bishop has the pastoral care of the particular Church entrusted to him, 
but at the same time he bears collegially with all his brothers in the episcopacy the solicitude for all 
the Churches: "Though each bishop is the lawful pastor only of the portion of the flock entrusted to 
his care, as a legitimate successor of the apostles he is, by divine institution and precept, 
responsible with the other bishops for the apostolic mission of the Church."

41
  

1561 The above considerations explain why the Eucharist celebrated by the bishop has a quite 
special significance as an expression of the Church gathered around the altar, with the one who 
represents Christ, the Good Shepherd and Head of his Church, presiding.

42
  

The ordination of priests - co-workers o f the bishops  

1562 "Christ, whom the Father hallowed and sent into the world, has, through his apostles, made 
their successors, the bishops namely, sharers in his consecration and mission; and these, in their 
turn, duly entrusted in varying degrees various members of the Church with the office of their 
ministry."

43
 "The function of the bishops' ministry was handed over in a subordinate degree to 

priests so that they might be appointed in the order of the priesthood and be co-workers of the 
episcopal order for the proper fulfillment of the apostolic mission that had been entrusted to it by 
Christ."

44
  

1563 "Because it is joined with the episcopal order the office of priests shares in the authority by 
which Christ himself builds up and sanctifies and rules his Body. Hence the priesthood of priests, 
while presupposing the sacraments of initiation, is nevertheless conferred by its own particular 
sacrament. Through that sacrament priests by the anointing of the Holy Spirit are signed with a 
special character and so are configured to Christ the priest in such a way that they are able to act 
in the person of Christ the head."

45
  

1564 "Whilst not having the supreme degree of the pontifical office, and notwithstanding the fact 
that they depend on the bishops in the exercise of their own proper power, the priests are for all 
that associated with them by reason of their sacerdotal dignity; and in virtue of the sacrament of 
Holy Orders, after the image of Christ, the supreme and eternal priest, they are consecrated in 
order to preach the Gospel and shepherd the faithful as well as to celebrate divine worship as true 
priests of the New Testament."

46
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1565 Through the sacrament of Holy Orders priests share in the universal dimensions of the 
mission that Christ entrusted to the apostles. The spiritual gift they have received in ordination 
prepares them, not for a limited and restricted mission, "but for the fullest, in fact the universal 
mission of salvation 'to the end of the earth,"'

47
 "prepared in spirit to preach the Gospel 

everywhere."
48

  

1566 "It is in the Eucharistic cult or in the Eucharistic assembly of the faithful (synaxis) that they 
exercise in a supreme degree their sacred office; there, acting in the person of Christ and 
proclaiming his mystery, they unite the votive offerings of the faithful to the sacrifice of Christ their 
head, and in the sacrifice of the Mass they make present again and apply, until the coming of the 
Lord, the unique sacrifice of the New Testament, that namely of Christ offering himself once for all 
a spotless victim to the Father."

49
 From this unique sacrifice their whole priestly ministry draws its 

strength.
50

  

1567 "The priests, prudent cooperators of the episcopal college and its support and instrument, 
called to the service of the People of God, constitute, together with their bishop, a unique 
sacerdotal college (presbyterium) dedicated, it is, true to a variety of distinct duties. In each local 
assembly of the faithful they represent, in a certain sense, the bishop, with whom they are 
associated in all trust and generosity; in part they take upon themselves his duties and solicitude 
and in their daily toils discharge them."

51
 priests can exercise their ministry only in dependence on 

the bishop and in communion with him. The promise of obedience they make to the bishop at the 
moment of ordination and the kiss of peace from him at the end of the ordination liturgy mean that 
the bishop considers them his co-workers, his sons, his brothers and his friends, and that they in 
return owe him love and obedience.  

1568 "All priests, who are constituted in the order of priesthood by the sacrament of Order, are 
bound together by an intimate sacramental brotherhood, but in a special way they form one priestly 
body in the diocese to which they are attached under their own bishop. . . ."

52
 The unity of the 

presbyterium finds liturgical expression in the custom of the presbyters' imposing hands, after the 
bishop, during the Ate of ordination.  

The ordination of deacons - " in order to serve"   

1569 "At a lower level of the hierarchy are to be found deacons, who receive the imposition of 
hands 'not unto the priesthood, but unto the ministry."'

53
 At an ordination to the diaconate only the 

bishop lays hands on the candidate, thus signifying the deacon's special attachment to the bishop 
in the tasks of his "diakonia."

54
  

1570 Deacons share in Christ's mission and grace in a special way.
55

 The sacrament of Holy 
Orders marks them with an imprint ("character") which cannot be removed and which configures 
them to Christ, who made himself the "deacon" or servant of all.

56
 Among other tasks, it is the task 

of deacons to assist the bishop and priests in the celebration of the divine mysteries, above all the 
Eucharist, in the distribution of Holy Communion, in assisting at and blessing marriages, in the 
proclamation of the Gospel and preaching, in presiding over funerals, and in dedicating themselves 
to the various ministries of charity.

57
  

1571 Since the Second Vatican Council the Latin Church has restored the diaconate "as a proper 
and permanent rank of the hierarchy,"

58
 while the Churches of the East had always maintained it. 

This permanent diaconate, which can be conferred on married men, constitutes an important 
enrichment for the Church's mission. Indeed it is appropriate and useful that men who carry out a 
truly diaconal ministry in the Church, whether in its liturgical and pastoral life or whether in its social 
and charitable works, should "be strengthened by the imposition of hands which has come down 
from the apostles. They would be more closely bound to the altar and their ministry would be made 
more fruitful through the sacramental grace of the diaconate."

59
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God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

1590 St. Paul said to his disciple Timothy: "I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you 
through the laying on of my hands" (2 Tim 1:6), and "If any one aspires to the office of bishop, he 
desires a noble task." (1 Tim 3:1) To Titus he said: "This is why I left you in Crete, that you amend 
what was defective, and appoint presbyters in every town, as I directed you" (Titus 1:5).  

1591 The whole Church is a priestly people. Through Baptism all the faithful share in the 
priesthood of Christ. This participation is called the "common priesthood of the faithful." Based on 
this common priesthood and ordered to its service, there exists another participation in the mission 
of Christ: the ministry conferred by the sacrament of Holy Orders, where the task is to serve in the 
name and in the person of Christ the Head in the midst of the community.  

1592 The ministerial priesthood differs in essence from the common priesthood of the faithful 
because it confers a sacred power for the service of the faithful. The ordained ministers exercise 
their service for the People of God by teaching (munus docendi), divine worship (munus liturgicum) 
and pastoral governance (munus regendi).  

1593 Since the beginning, the ordained ministry has been conferred and exercised in three 
degrees: that of bishops, that of presbyters, and that of deacons. The ministries conferred by 
ordination are irreplaceable for the organic structure of the Church: without the bishop, presbyters, 
and deacons, one cannot speak of the Church (cf. St. Ignatius of Antioch, Ad Trall. 3,1).  

1594 The bishop receives the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders, which integrates him into 
the episcopal college and makes him the visible head of the particular Church entrusted to him. As 
successors of the apostles and members of the college, the bishops share in the apostolic 
responsibility and mission of the whole Church under the authority of the Pope, successor of St. 
Peter.  

1595 Priests are united with the bishops in sacerdotal dignity and at the same time depend on 
them in the exercise of their pastoral functions; they are called to be the bishops' prudent co-
workers. They form around their bishop the presbyterium which bears responsibility with him for the 
particular Church. They receive from the bishop the charge of a parish community or a determinate 
ecclesial office.  

1596 Deacons are ministers ordained for tasks of service of the Church; they do not receive the 
ministerial priesthood, but ordination confers on them important functions in the ministry of the 
word, divine worship, pastoral governance, and the service of charity, tasks which they must carry 
out under the pastoral authority of their bishop.  

1597 The sacrament of Holy Orders is conferred by the laying on of hands followed by a solemn 
prayer of consecration asking God to grant the ordinand the graces of the Holy Spirit required for 
his ministry. Ordination imprints an indelible sacramental character.  

1598 The Church confers the sacrament of Holy Orders only on baptized men (viri), whose 
suitability for the exercise of the ministry has been duly recognized. Church authority alone has the 
responsibility and right to call someone to receive the sacrament of Holy Orders.  

1599 In the Latin Church the sacrament of Holy Orders for the presbyterate is normally conferred 
only on candidates who are ready to embrace celibacy freely and who publicly manifest their 
intention of staying celibate for the love of God's kingdom and the service of men.  

1600 It is bishops who confer the sacrament of Holy Orders in the three degrees.  

 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 186 -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Longest Day 

Joshua 10:11  And when they were fleeing from the children of Israel, and were 
in the descent of Bethoron, the Lord cast down upon them great stones from 
heaven, as far as Azeca: and many more were killed with the hailstones, 
than were slain by the swords of the children of Israel, Then Josue spoke to 
the Lord, in the day that he delivered the Amorrhite in the sight of the 
children of Israel, and he said before them: Move not, O sun, toward 
Gabaon, nor thou, O moon, toward the valley of Ajalon. And the sun and the 
moon stood still, ti ll the people revenged themselves of their enemies. Is not 
this written in the book of the just? So the sun stood still in the midst of 
heaven, and hasted not to go down the space of one day. There was not 
before, nor after, so long a day, the Lord obeying the voice of a man, and 
fighting for Israel. 
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The End Of The Wor ld 
(Volume 1 - Part 16) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 

Revelation 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded the 
trumpet: and there were great voices in heaven, saying: 
The kingdom of th is world is become our Lord's and 
his Christ 's, and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
That's it! You have just read the definitive account of the end of this world age. 
Incidentally, the earth, itself, will be extensively renovated, but will never end. 
 

At some future time certain, at the sound of the seventh and last trump, God wins 
and evil loses. It is not given to us to know the day or the hour. 
 

In the blink of an eye, all who lived before will be raised from the dead and 
reunited with their very own, newly refurbished, resurrection body. Next, everyone 
who is presently alive on the earth will be similarly transformed.  
 

Jesus will publicly judge each one of us, revealing all our secret, personal sins, to 
the assembled multitudes. Then, he will determine the course of our eternal 
destiny, according to our works (Rev. 20:12). Protestants note: It says, "works"! 
 

The just will live with God, exactly as He promised, in a 
spectacularly renovated earth/heaven complex called the "New 
Jerusalem"  the long awaited "City of God" . 
 

All the evil (people, as well as an unknown number of fallen angels and demons) 
will be thrust into hell with their leader, Satan. After a while, no one will even 
remember them. It will seem as though evil had never even existed.  

 

Revelation 21:7 
  He that shall overcome shall possess these things. 

 And I will be his God: and he shall be my son. 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 188 -  

 

You're probably thinking, "How does this guy know what's going 
to happen at the end of the world? How can he be so sure?"  
 

I can't. In fact, I'll probably be proven wrong on a host of things. I can only 
speculate, but we can be positive that God already knows every last detail. 
 
Fortunately for us, He has chosen to share many of the events of human history 
with us in His Word, the Bible. Everything the Bible foretold about world events, 
many of which are now, history, has come to pass with 100% accuracy. Based on 
that (and my faith in God), I fully expect that all the remaining Biblical events will 
come to pass, just as they are written. 
 

The Apostles and the Catholic Church, through Tradition and Magisterium, have 
also shared with us many valuable and enlightening truths relating to the last days. 
I trust their inspiration and their work. You can, too. 
 

There's a lot of nonsense being taught about the end of days. 
There are also many things that no man can be absolutely sure 
about. Be very careful about what you believe and don't allow 
yourself to be deceived … by me … or anyone else. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Revelation 6:8  And behold a pale horse: and he that sat upon him, 
his name was Death. And hell  followed him. And power was given 

to him over the four parts of the earth, to ki ll  with sword, with 

famine and with death and with the beasts of the earth. 
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Part of the reason there's so much confusion about the end is the 
way scripture deals with it.  
 
There's no single place you can look to find everything there is to know about the 
end of the age. Instead, it's necessary to search the entire Bible for references to 
such material, then painstakingly read, analyze and compare chapter with chapter 
and verse with verse. Only then can you begin to get a true sense of "the big 
picture". 
 

But that's not all. Sometimes the Bible uses symbolic language, (speaking of one 
thing that really stands for another) other times it's absolutely literal. Theologians 
and scholars (as well as various religious groups) often disagree about which is 
which. 
 

You'll probably want to see exactly what I'm talking about, so, I've 
copied every verse I could find that is likely to deal with the end 
times, and listed them for you in Biblical order, from the earliest 
Old Testament texts, all the way through the very last book of the 
New Testament.  You'l l  find all  this in the next chapter. 
 
Many people think the last Book, The Apocalypse of St. John (also called the Book 
of Revelation) deals exclusively with events of the last days. I don't. Many people 
think that everything in Revelation appears in chronological (time sequenced) 
order. I don't. Many people think that everything in Revelation is either totally 
symbolic or completely literal. I think it goes both ways. A lot of it is just, plain … 
confusing! I suggest you read it for yourself. 
 

When I get to heaven, one of the first things I plan to do is ask 
Jesus exactly what He had in mind when He gave us the Book of 
Revelation.  I think He'll probably say, " I gave it to you so you 
would keep your faith in perilous times."  Then, He'll just wink. 
 

I don't think God wants us to know all the end time details in advance, but Jesus 
Himself has cautioned us to always be spiritually prepared, to watch for signs, and 
to pray. 
 

He also warns that He is likely to return when we least expect it, so we shouldn't 
allow ourselves to get too distracted by the affairs of the world. 
 

That's certainly the best advice anyone could receive, but it's useful only if we're 
smart enough to take it to heart!   
 
 

You need to try to understand the truth about the end, 
so you can make the right choices 
when the time (inev itab ly) comes. 
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Zechariah 14:4 - Acts 1:11 Jesus Will  Return And Set Foot On 
The Mount of Olives, The Same Place From Which 

He Ascended To Heaven. 

There are only two possible ways your "world"  can end: 
 

1) You'll die prior to the end of the age. 
2) You'll still be alive on earth when Jesus returns. 

 

1) If you die prior to the end , (like most of us will) the first person you'll meet 
is Jesus, who will judge the conduct of your life and determine whether you 
warrant heaven, purgatory or hell. 
 

If you're sent to hell, all is lost. There is no hope for release, because 

Satan never releases any of his captives. You'll spend eternity with the biggest 
bunch of losers, perverts, thieves, and murderers in the history of the world. 
Maybe that's why hell is considered a place of eternal suffering! 
 

If you're still attached to sin in some way and need some 
"seasoning"  before you're ready for heaven, purgatory will be 
your assignment. In purgatory you will be "refined" through an unknown 
"process" but will be guaranteed eventual admission to heaven. In any case, 
purgatory will be emptied when this world age comes to an end. 
 

If you're admitted to heaven, you're all set. You've made it and you no 
longer have anything to worry about. As co-heir with Jesus Christ you will receive 
a rich reward. Congratulations! 
 

When the time for end of the age arrives, the angels and all the souls in 
heaven will travel to earth with Christ in a great cloud of believers, to participate in 
all the exciting end time events. You'll be reunited with your glorified, resurrection 
body there, as well. 
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2) If you're alive on earth during the 42-month period just before 
Jesus returns, things will be moving along pretty fast. 
 

Disclaimer:  This is my take on it … your mileage may vary . 
 

The world will be economically and politically under the control of a worldwide 
system referred to in scripture as " the Beast" .  People will be willing to go along 
with just about anything as long as they don't have to suffer financially or give up 
any of their own personal freedom. Religion will no longer have a role in the affairs 
of any world government. 
 

National and political differences will be set aside. World peace and extraordinary 
economic growth will lead to a season of unbridled optimism and widespread 
prosperity. 
 

World religions will have the outward appearance of godliness, but will lack any 
true holiness and spirituality. Traditional Roman Catholicism will be looked upon 
as an aberration. Declaring long-held Truths of the Church in public will be 
considered hate speech and those who do so will be subject to criminal sanctions. 
The Church and the faithful, all over the world, wi ll be persecuted.   
 

Israel and the Palestinians will still be at war, but terrorism and the usual small, 
regional wars will suddenly fade away into the background.  
 

A charismatic worldwide political and economic leader will emerge, whom we call, 
variously, the Ant ichrist , or the Beast.  His real name is unknown. The Beast is 
empowered (possessed?) by none other than that old dragon, Satan, the devil. 

Antichrist will be closely aligned with a corrupt, but popular and widely respected 
religious leader: the False Prophet.  
 

Together , these three make up an unholy trini ty that will act to 
deceive the whole world. People everywhere wi ll  happily bel ieve 
the l ie.  
 

To be clear: the first Beast is an impersonal world system, based on power, 
money, greed and the flesh. It is, of course, put in place to prepare the world for 
the second Beast, who is inspired by Satan, himself.  Evi l personif ied.  
 

As control over the earth is consolidated, those on the "good" side of things will be 
prohibited from participation in the world economy and will suffer institutionalized 
economic and religious discrimination. Some will be called before public tribunals, 
punished, even executed. 
 

Supernaturally powerful, the Beast and False Prophet will successfully gain wide 
spread support through sweeping economic gains, bri lliant political breakthroughs, 
popular reforms and highly visible, widely publicized, lying signs and wonders. 
 

Let there be no doubt. People will witness miracles and 
supernatural phenomenon on the earth at the hands of these 
three. 
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When the time is r ight, Antichrist will proclaim himself to be the 
long promised Messiah. A majority of the world's population will 
quickly affirm the " truth"  of this lie.  
 

Two supernatural "witnesses" will appear and continuously speak out against 
Antichrist from the city of Jerusalem. Endowed with power from God, they will shut 
up the heavens and smite the earth with plagues whenever they choose (this 
sounds like the return of the Prophets Elijah and Moses, if you ask me). 
 

Let's take a short time out to examine the course of things, so far. 
 

As usual, every man is free to choose. Easily distracted, we have very short 
memories. We don't pay enough attention to the teachings of the Church and we 
don't understand much of what the Bible tells us. 
 
All of the foregoing events should bring to mind Adam's fall and Jesus' temptation 
in the desert. This time, we're allowing ourselves to be bought off and bribed 
through economic prosperity and the false promise of unparalleled personal 
freedom.  
 

Remember  praying, "And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil"? Now is when we'll really need it! 

 

Nazi Germany and the promised "1000-year" reign of Hitler's Third Reich were 
responsible for well over 12 million dead. That was just a " dress rehearsal"  for 
the main  event, which is sure to come under Antichris t. 
 

The "big lie"  is working once again. 
 

We can assume, this close to the end, that most of God's plan for humanity has 
been completed, at least what we know of it. The bulk of mankind has already 
finished their mortal existence on the earth and have already made their eternal 
choices, but the fate of s ix to  eight b ill ion precious souls s ti ll hangs in  the 
balance. 
 
This is Satan's last, desperate chance to retake the planet and reassert his 
domination over humanity. He plans to make the most of it. With nothing more to 
lose, he probably thinks he can turn things around with a brilliant, last minute play, 
kind of like a "Hail  Mary" pass in the last seconds of a football game. How ironic! 
But it won't work. God is in charge now and man's destiny rests in Jesus' hands, 
alone.  
 

Satan may cause a lot of trouble and successfully manage to convince a few more 
souls to join him in hell, but there's no chance he'll be allowed to have his way on 
earth, ever again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 193 -  

Fortunately, God still loves us, 
even when we act like foolish idiots. 

Just as He acted to save us once, He'll do so again. 
But this time, He'll come in power and glory, as King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords. Alleluia to the Lamb of God! 
 

Throughout the coming great tribulation, God will never stop loving and warning 
those who are being deceived. He'll also never stop enlightening, empowering and 
protecting those who keep the faith and trust in His promises. 
 

Surely, some will believe the lie and be lost. Surely, some believers will be called 
on to stand up and suffer persecution, even to give their lives. But in the end, no 
matter what happens, we can trust in God to see that justice is done. 
  

Luke 9:24  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: for he that shall lose his 
life for my sake shall save it. 
 

Let's move along … 
 

The events that will take place in the 5 months preceding the 
second coming of Jesus should be reminiscent of the Old 
Testament (Book of Exodus) story of Moses, Pharao and the 
Egyptian plagues. 
 

Like Pharao, Antichrist will claim to be God. The average man on the street, not 
wanting to "rock the boat" or seem to be "politically incorrect" will happily go along, 
confirming his choice, supposedly by accepting a "mark" on the forehead or right 
hand and by worshipping an image of the Beast. 
 

God will send His angel to proclaim the true Gospel and deliver a 
final warning to the whole world of the futility of worshiping the 
Beast or accepting his mark. 
 

Virtually all of Israel and many others, who had until now, been deceived, will 
finally accept Jesus as their Messiah and their God. 
 

The Beast will set out to eliminate the last vestiges of the truth, 
by engineering the complete destruction of God's earthly Church 
and the final and total annihilation of the Jewish people and the 
nation of Israel. 
 

Throughout this period, plagues, similar to the Exodus plagues, will descend upon 
the earth. Meteorites, massive hail, whirlwinds, earthquakes and other types of 
natural disasters will occur with increasing frequency. Wars will break out. 
Sickness, draught, famine and death will become widespread. The world economy 
will fail. It will be a time of tribulation far greater than the earth has ever 
experienced before. 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 194 -  

 

Elijah Rides A Fiery Chariot. 
 

Is He One 
of the Two Witnesses? 

Just as in the days of Exodus, when Goshen (the land of the Israel ites in 
Egypt) was untouched by all the plagues, God's true Church and His faithful 
will be miraculously  protected. 
 

Food For Thought … 
 

Fifteen hundred years before Christ, the average Egyptian, suffering from the 
terrible plagues Moses called down on the self proclaimed man-god, Pharaoh, 
eventually came to realize that Pharaoh could not possibly be god, because a real 
god would have been able to protect them from all of the nasty things that were 
happening throughout the land. 
 
Many people experiencing similar kinds of worldwide plagues during the reign of 
Antichrist will eventually come to the conclusion that he, too, is a fake god.  
 

So, the plagues and tribulation that many prefer to attribute to God's wrath, in 
the end, will turn out to be true signs of God's mercy , leading many of those who 
had been deceived, back to  salvat ion.  
 

Three and one half days before the real  Christ returns, the two witnesses will be 
murdered by Antichrist. Their bodies will be left to rot on the streets of Jerusalem, 
for all to see. Their deaths will be a cause for all the evil ones to celebrate and to 
give each other gifts, but the celebration will be short lived. 
 

Antichrist will launch his final attacks on Jerusalem and on the Church. 
 

The two slain witnesses wil l r ise from the dead and ascend to heaven. 
This will  probably be broadcast " live"  on FOX and CNN, for  the ent ire world 
to see. 
 

Revelation11:11 -12  And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from God 
entered into them. And they stood upon their feet: and great fear fell upon them 
that saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven, saying to them: Come 
up hither. And they went up to heaven in a cloud: and their enemies saw them.  
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Revelation 19:11 - 21 And I saw heaven opened: and 
behold a white horse. And he that sat upon him was 
called faithful and true: and with justice doth he judge 
and fight. And his eyes were as a flame of fire: and 
on his head were many diadems. And he had a name 
written, which no man knoweth but himself. And he 
was clothed with a garment sprinkled with blood. And 
his name is called: THE WORD OF GOD. 
 
And the armies that are in heaven followed him on 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
 
And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp two-edged 
sword, that with it he may strike the nations. And he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God the 
Almighty. 
 
And he hath on his garment and on his thigh written: 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
And I saw an angel standing in the sun: and he cried 
with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that did fly 
through the midst of heaven: Come, gather 
yourselves together to the great supper of God: That 
you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of 
tribunes and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of 
horses and of them that sit on them: and the flesh of 
all freemen and bondmen and of li ttle and of great. 
 
And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and 
their armies, gathered together to make war with him 
that sat upon the horse and with his army. 
 
And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet who wrought signs before him, wherewith he 
seduced them who received the character of the 
beast and who adored his image. 
 

These two were cast alive into the pool of fire burning 
with brimstone. And the rest were slain by the sword of 
him that sitteth upon the horse, which proceedeth out of 
his mouth: and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

I'l l  let St. John, in the exact words Jesus gave him, tell  you 
precisely what wi ll  happen as Christ returns: 
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Two More Key End Time Points You Need To Consider 
 

1) What about "The Rapture"  that a lot of Protestant groups 
always talk, wri te and teach about? When does that happen? 
 

Belief in a "rapture" is a fairly recent phenomenon (last 130 years, or so) for which 
I can find no basis in Scripture or in any Catholic teachings. 
 
"The Rapture" is a hoped for event that will miraculously remove all good and 
faithful Christians from the earth before all the bad stuff (plagues and tribulation) 
begins to happen, leaving behind only the unfaithful and/or evil for the Antichrist to 
have his way with. Meanwhile, all the good guys get to hang out with God, in 
heaven, watching all the prophecies come to pass from on high (kind of like having 
a skybox seat at the Superbowl). Later, when it's just about over, everybody 
comes back to earth again, with Jesus, where they collectively kick Satan's behind 
into hell. 
 
God has always protected His people (Noah, Abraham, Elijah, Lot, Daniel, 
Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, Peter, Paul and others) but has never been 
known for miraculously lifting them up and out of harm's way. God usually prefers 
to keep us around to help others gain salvation through our good example and 
faithful preaching of the Gospel. That won't be possible if we're not here! 
 

Study this lengthy passage from the Book of Daniel and you'll see 
that it contains a host of insights on how to deal with an 
antichrist and how to trust in God's protection, all while still 
remaining here on good old terra firma (earth): 
 

Daniel 3:1  King Nabuchodonosor made a statue of gold, of sixty cubits high, and 
six cubits broad, and he set it up in the plain of Dura, of the province of Babylon.  
Dan 3:2  Then Nabuchodonosor, the king, sent to call together the nobles, the 
magistrates, and the judges, the captains, the rulers, and governors, and all the 
chief men of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the statue which king 
Nabuchodonosor had set up.  
Dan 3:3  Then the nobles, the magistrates, and the judges, the captains, and 
rulers, and the great men that were placed in authority, and all the princes of the 
provinces, were gathered together to come to the dedication of the statue, which 
king Nabuchodonosor had set up. And they stood before the statue which king 
Nabuchodonosor had set up.  
Dan 3:4  Then a herald cried with a strong voice: To you it is commanded, O 
nations, tribes and languages:  
Dan 3:5  That in the hour that you shall hear the sound of the trumpet, and of the 
flute, and of the harp, of the sackbut, and of the psaltery, and of the symphony, 
and of all kind of music, ye fall down and adore the golden statue which king 
Nabuchodonosor hath set up.  
Dan 3:6  But if any man shall not fall down and adore, he shall the same hour be 
cast into a furnace of burning fire. 
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Dan 3:7  Upon this, therefore, at the time when all the people heard the sound of 
the trumpet, the flute, and the harp, of the sackbut, and the psaltery, of the 
symphony, and of all kind of music, all the nations, tribes, and languages fell 
down and adored the golden statue which king Nabuchodonosor had set up.  
Dan 3:8  And presently at that very time some Chaldeans came and accused the 
Jews,  
Dan 3:9  And said to king Nabuchodonosor : O king, live for ever:  
Dan 3:10  Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shal l hear the 
sound of the trumpet, the flute, and the harp, of the sackbut, and the psaltery, of 
the symphony, and of all kind of music, shall prostrate himself, and adore the 
golden statue:  
Dan 3:11  And that if any man shall not fall down and adore, he should be cast 
into a furnace of burning fire.  
Dan 3:12  Now there are certain Jews, whom thou hast set over the works of the 
province of Babylon, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago: these men, O king, have 
slighted thy decree: they worship not thy gods, nor do they adore the golden 
statue which thou hast set up.  
Dan 3:13  Then Nabuchodonosor in 
fury, and in wrath, commanded that 
Sidrach, Misach, ad Abdenago 
should be brought: who 
immediately were brought before 
the king.  
Dan 3:14  And Nabuchodonosor, the 
king, spoke to them, and said: Is it 
true, O Sidrach, Misach, and 
Abdenago, that you do not worship 
my gods, nor adore the golden 
statue that I have set up?  
Dan 3:15  Now, therefore, if you be 
ready, at what hour soever, you 
shall hear the sound of the trumpet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, and psaltery, 
and symphony, and of all kind of 
music, prostrate yourselves, and 
adore the statue which I have made: 
but if you do not adore, you shall be 
cast the same hour into the furnace 
of burning fire: and who is the God 
that shall deliver you out of my 
hand?  
Dan 3:16  Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, answered, and said to king 
Nabuchodonosor: We have no occasion to answer thee concerning this matter.  
Dan 3:17  For behold our God, whom we worship, is able to save us from the 
furnace of burning fire, and to deliver us out of thy hands, O king.  
Dan 3:18  But if he will not, be it known to thee, O king, that we will not worship 
thy gods, nor adore the golden statue which thou hast set up.  
Dan 3:19  Then was Nabuchodonosor filled with fury: and the countenance of his 
face was changed against Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, and he commanded 
that the furnace should be heated seven times more than it had been 
accustomed to be heated.  



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 198 -  

Dan 3:20  And he commanded the strongest men that were in his army, to bind 
the feet of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, and to cast them into the furnace of 
burning fire.  
Dan 3:21  And immediately these men were bound, and were cast into the 
furnace of burning fire, with their coats, and their caps, and their shoes, and their 
garments.  
Dan 3:22  For the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace was heated 
exceedingly. And the flame of the fire slew those men that had cast in Sidrach, 
Misach, and Abdenago.  
Dan 3:23  But these three men, that is, Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, fell down 
bound in the midst of the furnace of burning fire.  
(3:24) And they walked in the midst of the flame, praising God, and blessing the 
Lord. 
(3:25) Then Azarias standing up, prayed in this manner, and opening his mouth 
in the midst of the fire, he said:  
(3:26) Blessed art thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and thy name is worthy of 
praise, and glorious for ever:  
(3:27) For thou art just in all that thou hast done to us, and all thy works are true, 
and thy ways right, and all  thy judgments true.  
(3:28) For thou hast executed true judgments in all the things that thou hast 
brought upon us, and upon Jerusalem, the holy cit y of our fathers: for according 
to truth and judgment, thou hast brought all these things upon us for our sins.  
(3:29) For we have sinned, and committed iniquity, departing from thee: and we 
have trespassed in all things:  
(3:30) And we have not hearkened to thy commandments, nor have we observed 
nor done as thou hadst commanded us, that it might go well with us.  
(3:31) Wherefore, all that thou hast brought upon us, and every thing that thou 
hast done to us, thou hast done in true judgment:  
(3:32) And thou hast delivered us into the hands of our enemies that are unjust, 
and most wicked, and prevaricators, and to a king unjust, and most wicked 
beyond all that are upon the earth.  
(3:33) And now we cannot open our mouths: we are become a shame, and a 
reproach to thy servants, and to them that worship thee.  
(3:34) Deliver us not up for ever, we beseech thee, for thy name's sake, and 
abolish not thy covenant.  
(3:35) And take not away thy mercy from us, for the sake of Abraham, thy 
beloved, and Isaac, thy servant, and Israel, thy holy one:  
(3:36) To whom thou hast spoken, promising that thou wouldst multiply their 
seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that is on the sea shore.  
(3:37) For we, O Lord, are diminished more than any nation, and are brought low 
in all the earth this day for our sins.  
(3:38) Neither is there at this time prince, or leader, or prophet, or holocaust, or 
sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, or place of first fruits before thee,  
(3:39) That we may find thy mercy: nevertheless, in a contrite heart and humble 
spirit let us be accepted.  
(3:40) As in holocausts of rams, and bullocks, and as in thousands of fat lambs: 
so let our sacrifice be made in thy sight this day, that it may please thee: for 
there is no confusion to them that trust in thee.  
(3:41) And now we follow thee with all our heart, and we fear thee, and seek thy 
face.  
(3:42) Put us not to confusion, but deal with us according to thy meekness, and 
according to the multitude of thy mercies.  
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(3:43) And deliver us, according to thy wonderful works, and give glory to thy 
name, O Lord:  
(3:44) And let all them be confounded that shew evils to thy servants, let them be 
confounded in all thy might, and let their strength be broken:  
(3:45) And let them know that thou art the Lord, the only God, and glorious over 
all the world.  
(3:46) Now the king's servants that had cast them in, ceased not to heat the 
furnace with brimstone and tow, and pitch, and dry sticks,  
(3:47) And the flame mounted up above the furnace nine and forth cubits:  
(3:48) And it broke forth, and burnt such of the Chaldeans as it found near the 
furnace.  
(3:49) But the angel of the Lord went down with Azarias and his companions into 
the furnace: and he drove the flame of the fire out of the furnace,  
(3:50) And made the midst of the furnace like the blowing of a wind bringing dew, 
and the fire touched them not at all, nor troubled them, nor did them any harm.  
(3:51) Then these three, as with one mouth, praised and glorified and blessed 
God, in the furnace, saying:  
(3:52) Blessed art thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers; and worthy to be praised, 
and glorified, and exalted above all for ever: and blessed is the holy name of thy 
glory: and worthy to be praised and exalted above all, in all ages. 
(3:53) Blessed art thou in the holy temple of thy glory: and exceedingly to be 
praised and exalted above all for ever.  
(3:55) Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths, and sittest upon the 
cherubims: and worthy to be praised and exalted above all for ever.  
(3:56) Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven: and worthy of praise, and 
glorious for ever.  
(3:57) All ye works of the Lord, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:58) O ye angels of the Lord, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:59) O ye heavens, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:60) O all ye waters that are above the heavens, bless the Lord: praise and 
exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:61) O all ye powers of the Lord, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:62) O ye sun and moon, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:63) O ye stars of heaven, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:64) O every shower and dew, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:65) O all ye spirits of God, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:66) O ye fire and heat, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:67) O ye cold and heat, bless the Lord, praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:68) O ye dews and hoar frost, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:69) O ye frost and cold, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:70) O ye ice and snow, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:71) O ye nights and days, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:72) O ye light and darkness, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
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(3:73) O ye lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:74) O let the earth bless the Lord: let it praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:76) O all ye things that spring up in the earth, bless the Lord: praise and exalt 
him above all for ever.  
(3:77) O ye fountains, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:78) O ye seas and rivers, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:79) O ye whales, and all that move in the waters, bless the Lord: praise and 
exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:80) O all ye fowls of the air, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:81) O all ye beasts and cattle, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:82) O ye sons of men, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:83) O let Israel bless the Lord: let them praise and exalt him above all for ever.  
(3:84) O ye priests of the Lord, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all for 
ever.  
(3:85) O ye servants of the Lord, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above all 
for ever.  
(3:86) O ye spirits and souls of the just, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him 
above all for ever.  
(3:87) O ye holy and humble of heart, bless the Lord: praise and exalt him above 
all for ever.  
(3:88) O Ananias, Azarias, Misael, bless ye the Lord: praise and exalt him above 
all for ever. For he hath delivered us from hell, ad saved us out of the hand of 
death, and delivered us out of the midst of the burning flame, and saved us out 
of the midst of the fire.  
(3:89) O give thanks to the Lord, because he is good: because his mercy 
endureth for ever and ever.  
(3:90) O all ye religious, bless the Lord, the God of gods: praise him, and give 
him thanks, because his mercy endureth for ever and ever.  
Dan 3:24  (3:91) Then Nabuchodonosor, the king, was astonished, and rose up in 
haste, and said to his nobles: Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of 
the fire? They answered the king, and said: True, O king.  
Dan 3:25  (3:92) He answered, and said: Behold, I see four men loose, and 
walking in the midst of the fire, and there is no hurt in them, and the form of the 
fourth is like the son of God.  
Dan 3:26  (3:93) Then Nabuchodonosor came to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace, and said: Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, ye servants of the most high 
God, go ye forth, and come. And immediately Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, 
went out from the midst of the fire.  
Dan 3:27  (3:94) And the nobles, and the magistrates, and the judges, and the 
great men of the king, being gathered together, considered these men, that the 
fire had no power on their bodies, and that not a hair of their head had been 
singed, nor their garments altered, nor the smell of the fire had passed on them.  
Dan 3:28  (3:95) Then Nabuchodonosor breaking forth, said: Blessed be the God 
of them, to wit, of Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, who hath sent his angel, and 
delivered his servants that believed in him: and they changed the king's word, 
and delivered up their bodies, that they might not serve nor adore any god 
except their own God.  
Dan 3:29  (3:96) By me, therefore, this decree is made: That every people, tribe, 
and tongue, which shall speak blasphemy against the God of Sidrach, Misach, 
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and Abdenago, shall be destroyed, and their houses laid waste: for there is no 
other God that can save in this manner.  
Dan 3:30  (3:97) Then the king promoted Sidrach, Misach, and Abdenago, in the 
province of Babylon.  

 

Based on this, plus many other scriptural precedents and other 
best evidence, I fully expect supernatural protection, 

when the end comes, NOT extraction. 
 

But … if the "rapture" guys turn out to be right and we do somehow, get extracted 
by God and flown up and out of harm's way, all the way to heaven, that will be just 
fine with me.  
 

The risk believing in a "rapture"  is the possibility of being 
deceived; volunteering to be flown away to who knows where, in 
a what looks like a supernatural craft, piloted by angels, only to 
realize, too late, that your destination isn't really heaven and that 
those angels are actually working for the wrong side! 
 

Would angels really fly craft like that? Check out the first chapter of the Old 
Testament Book of Ezekiel. What, exactly, is the Prophet describing to us here? 
 

Ezekiel 1:1  Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the 
fifth day of the month, when I was in the midst of the captives by the river 
Chobar, the heavens were opened, and I saw the visions of God.  
Eze 1:2  On the fifth day of the month, the same was the fifth year of the captiv ity 
of king Joachin,  
Eze 1:3  The word of the Lord came to Ezechiel the priest the son of Buzi in the 
land of the Chaldeans, by the river Chobar: and the hand of the Lord was there 
upon him.  
Eze 1:4  And I saw, and behold a whirlwind came out of the north: and a great 
cloud, and a fire infolding it, and brightness was about it: and out of the midst 
thereof, that is, out of the midst of the fire, as it were the resemblance of amber:  
Eze 1:5  And in the midst thereof the likeness of four liv ing creatures: and this 
was their appearance: there was the likeness of a man in them.  
Eze 1:6  Every one had four faces, and every one four wings.  
Eze 1:7  Their feet were straight feet, and the sole of their foot was like the sole 
of a calf's foot, and they sparkled like the appearance of glowing brass.  
Eze 1:8  And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides: 
and they had faces, and wings on the four sides,  
Eze 1:9  And the wings of one were joined to the wings of another. They turned 
not when they went: but every one went straight forward.  
Eze 1:10  And as for the likeness of their faces: there was the face of a man, and 
the face of a lion on the right side of all the four: and the face of an ox, on the left 
side of all the four: and the face of an eagle over all the four.  
Eze 1:11  And their faces, and their wings were stretched upward: two wings of 
every one were joined, and two covered their bodies:  
Eze 1:12  And every one of them went straight forward: whither the impulse of 
the spirit was to go, thither they went: and they turned not when they went.  
Eze 1:13  And as for the likeness of the liv ing creatures, their appearance was 
like that of burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps. This was the 
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The Prophet Ezekiel 

vision running to and fro in the midst of the liv ing creatures, a bright fire, and 
lightning going forth from the fire.  
Eze 1:14  And the liv ing creatures ran and returned like flashes of lightning.  
Eze 1:15  Now as I beheld the liv ing 
creatures, there appeared upon the 
earth by the liv ing creatures one wheel 
with four faces.  
Eze 1:16  And the appearance of the 
wheels, and the work of them was like 
the appearance of the sea: and the four 
had all one likeness: and their 
appearance and their work was as it 
were a wheel in the midst of a wheel.  
Eze 1:17  When they went, they went by 
their four parts: and they turned not 
when they went.  
Eze 1:18  The wheels had also a size, 
and a height, and a dreadful 
appearance: and the whole body was 
full of eyes round about all the four.  
Eze 1:19  And, when the liv ing creatures 
went, the wheels also went together by 
them: and when the liv ing creatures 
were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
also were lifted up with them.  
Eze 1:20  Withersoever the spirit went, thither as the spirit went the wheels also 
were lifted up withal, and followed it: for the spirit of life was in the wheels.  
Eze 1:21  When those went these went, and when those stood these stood, and 
when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up together, and 
followed them: for the spirit of life was in the wheels.  
Eze 1:22  And over the heads of the liv ing creatures was the likeness of the 
firmament, the appearance of crystal terrible to behold, and stretched out over 
their heads above.  
Eze 1:23  And under the firmament were their wings straight, the one toward the 
other, every one with two wings covered his body, and the other was covered in 
like manner.  
 
 
 
Eze 1:24  And I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of many waters, as it 
were the voice of the most high God: when they walked, it was like the voice of a 
multitude, like the noise of an army, and when they stood, their wings were let 
down.  
Eze 1:25  For when a voice came from above the firmament, that was over their 
heads, they stood, and let down their wings.  
Eze 1:26  And above the firmament that was over their heads, was the likeness of 
a throne, as the appearance of the sapphire stone, and upon the likeness of the 
throne, was the likeness of the appearance of a man above upon it.  
Eze 1:27  And I saw as it were the resemblance of amber as the appearance of 
fire within it round about: from his loins and upward, and from his loins 
downward, I saw as it were the resemblance of fire shining round about.  
Eze 1:28  As the appearance of the rainbow when it is in a cloud on a rainy day: 
this was the appearance of the brightness round about.  
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How about this passage regarding the Prophet Elijah, from the 
Book of Kings? 
 

Kings 2:11  And as they went on, walking and talking together, behold, a fiery 
chariot and fiery horses parted them both asunder: and Elias went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

 
You'll find many references to rainbows, whirlwinds, fiery chariots, firmaments, 
ascending and descending clouds throughout scripture. Are they symbolic or do 
God and the angels make use of heavenly technology? Be sure to write me when 
you find out for sure!  
 

 2) Since the Antichrist is supposed to deceive the whole world 
(or most of it, anyway) into thinking he is really God, how can I 
avoid being deceived? How can I infall ibly tell the difference 
between the real  Christ and the fake christ? 
 
Antichris t comes firs t, proclaiming himself to be God.  
 

2Thessalonians 2:3 - 4  Let no man deceive you by any means: for unless there 
come a revolt first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition who 
opposeth and is lifted up above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so 
that he sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself as if he were God. 

 
Jesus (the real one) comes back later, right at the end, after all the tribulation(s) 
and after the two witnesses rise from the dead. His arrival is impossible for 
Antichrist to duplicate or fake. 
 

Mark 13:24 - 27  But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be 
darkened and the moon shall not give her light. And the stars of heaven shall be 
falling down and the powers that are in heaven shall be moved. And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in the clouds, with great power and glory. And 
then shall he send his angels and shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. 
 

At the appearance of the true Christ  in the heavens, our f lesh bodies wil l be 
instantly transformed into glor ified " resurrect ion bodies"  (just like the risen 
Christ's). We'll also notice fi fty b il lion or so new folks in town, because 
everyone who ever lived will now be standing there with us, awaiting their  
judgment!  

 

1Corinthians 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: 
for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall rise again incorruptible. And we 
shall be changed. 
 

Revelation 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and death 
shall be no more. Nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be any more, for 
the former things are passed away.  
 

 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 204 -  

Needless to say, An tichris t does not have the power to duplicate these 
events. But just to be sure, I have developed one more test that is said to be 

totally reliable and near ly 100% accurate for determining whether you have tru ly 
been changed or not. Based upon Revelation 21:4 above, I give you  

 
THE PINCH TEST! 

 

Yes. I am (reasonably) serious about this. 
The simplest way to tell if your body has really been changed 

is to pinch yourself r-e-a-l-l -y hard. 
 

If it hurts, draws blood, or makes you cry , it's Antichr ist and you're st il l in  
danger  of being deceived and ending up in hell. 

 
If it doesn't hurt  and you suddenly have a lot  of company, it's the real  Jesus 

and your salvation is  very, very near! 
 

The Last Things about the Last Things … 
 

The verses coming up in the next chapter consist of all the end-times scriptures I 
could identify over the course of a long weekend.  
 

Some of the events you'll read about may have already happened. Most are yet to 
come. Many events in scripture prefigure future events of a larger magnitude, so 
just because something has already occurred, doesn't mean some similar event is 
not yet to come. Keep that in mind as you read. 
 

Also note the similarities in the types of events that are mentioned and how the 
same themes resonate throughout the Bible. 
 

Finally, don't take all  this too seriously.  We can't be sure about much 

of this.  Just remember that God is in charge and His rules apply first, last and 

always.  Read Daniel, Chapter 3 again, for inspiration.  Above all, if your life 
needs changing, start doing it r ight now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Up In Part 17: End Times Scriptures 
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End Times Scripture Passages 
(Volume 1 - Part 17) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
End Times Verses of the Holy Bible - Book of Psalms 
 

Psa 58:3  (58:4) The wicked are alienated from the womb; they have gone astray 
from the womb: they have spoken false things.  
Psa 58:4  (58:5) Their madness is according to the likeness of a serpent: like the 
deaf asp that stoppeth her ears:  
Psa 58:5  (58:6) Which will not hear the voice of the charmers; nor of the wizard 
that charmeth wisely.  
Psa 58:6  (58:7) God shall break in pieces their teeth in their mouth: the Lord 
shall break the grinders of the lions.  
Psa 58:7  (58:8) They shall come to nothing, like water running down; he hath 
bent his bow till they be weakened.  
Psa 58:8  (58:9) Like wax that melteth they shall be taken away: fire hath fallen on 
them, and they shall not see the sun.  
Psa 58:9  (58:10) Before your thorns could know the brier; he swalloweth them 
up, as alive, in his wrath.  
Psa 58:10  (58:11) The just shall rejoice when he shall see the revenge: he shall 
wash his hands in the blood of the sinner.  
Psa 58:11  (58:12) And man shal l say: If indeed there be fruit to the just: there is 
indeed a God that judgeth them on the earth.  
 
Psa 83:1  A canticle of a psalm for Asaph. (83:2) O God, who shall be like to 
thee? hold not thy peace, neither be thou still, O God.  
Psa 83:2  (83:3) For lo, thy enemies have made a noise: and they that hate thee 
have lifted up the head.  
Psa 83:3  (83:4) They have taken a malicious counsel against thy people, and 
have consulted against thy saints.  
Psa 83:4  (83:5) They have said: Come and let us destroy them, so that they be 
not a nation: and let the name of Israel be remembered no more.  
Psa 83:5  (83:6) For they have contrived with one consent: they have made a 
covenant together against thee,  
Psa 83:6  (83:7) The tabernacle of the Edomites, and the Ishmahelites: Moab, and 
the Agarens,  
Psa 83:7  (83:8) Gebal, and Ammon and Amalec: the Philistines, with the 
inhabitants of Tyre.  
Psa 83:8  (83:9) Yea, and the Assyrian also is joined with them: they are come to 
the aid of the sons of Lot.  
Psa 83:9  (83:10) Do to them as thou didst to Madian and to Sisara: as to Jabin at 
the brook of Cisson.  
Psa 83:10  (83:11) Who perished at Endor: and became as dung for the earth.  
Psa 83:11  (83:12) Make their princes like Oreb, and Zeb, and Zebee, and 
Salmana. All their princes,  
Psa 83:12  (83:13) Who have said: Let us possess the sanctuary of God for an 
inheritance.  
Psa 83:13  (83:14) O my God, make them like a wheel; and as stubble before the 
wind.  
Psa 83:14  (83:15) As fire which burneth the wood: and as a flame burning 
mountains:  
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Book of Psalms - continued  
 
Psa 83:15  (83:16) So shalt thou pursue them with thy tempest: and shalt trouble 
them in thy wrath.  
Psa 83:16  (83:17) Fill  their faces with shame; and they shall seek thy name, O 
Lord.  
Psa 83:17  (83:18) Let them be ashamed and troubled for ever and ever: and let 
them be confounded and perish.  
Psa 83:18  (83:19) And let them know that the Lord is thy name: thou alone art 
the most High over all the earth.  
 
Psa 97:2  Clouds and darkness are round about him: justice and judgment are 
the establishment of his throne.  
Psa 97:3  A fire shall go before him, and shall burn his enemies round about.  
Psa 97:4  His lightnings have shone forth to the world: the earth saw and 
trembled.  
Psa 97:5  The mountains melted like wax, at the presence of the Lord: at the 
presence of the Lord of all the earth.  
Psa 97:6  The heavens declared his justice: and all people saw his glory.  
Psa 97:7  Let them be all confounded that adore graven things, and that glory in 
their idols. Adore him, all you his angels:  
Psa 97:8  Sion heard, and was glad. And the daughters of Juda rejoiced, because 
of thy judgments, O Lord.  
Psa 97:9  For thou art the most high Lord over all the earth: thou art exalted 
exceedingly above all gods.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 

Book of Isaiah 
 
Isa 2:2  And in the last days the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
prepared on the top of mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations shall flow unto it.  
Isa 2:3  And many people shall go, and say: Come and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall come forth from Sion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
Isa 2:4  And he shall judge the Gentiles, and rebuke many people: and they shall 
turn their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into sickles: nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they be exercised any more to war. 
 
Isa 24:17  Fear, and the pit, and the snare are upon thee, O thou inhabitant of the 
earth.  
Isa 24:18  And it shall come to pass, that he that shall flee from the noise of the 
fear, shall fall into the pit: and he that shall rid himself out of the pit, shall be 
taken in the snare: for the flood-gates from on high are opened, and the 
foundations of the earth shall be shaken.  
Isa 24:19  With breaking shall the earth be broken, with crushing shall the earth 
be crushed, with trembling shall the earth be moved.  
Isa 24:20  With shaking shall the earth be shaken as a drunken man, and shall  be 
removed as the tent of one night: and the iniquity thereof shall be heavy upon it, 
and it shall fall, and not rise again.  
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Book of Isaiah - continued  
 
Isa 24:21  And it shall come to pass, that in that day the Lord shall v isit upon the 
host of heaven on high, and upon the kings of the earth, on the earth.  
Isa 24:22  And they shall  be gathered together as in the gathering of one bundle 
into the pit, and they shall be shut up there in prison: and after many days they 
shall be v isited.  
Isa 24:23  And the moon shall blush, and the sun shall be ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Sion, and in Jerusalem, and shall be glorified 
in the sight of his ancients.  
 
Isa 25:5  Thou shalt bring down the tumult of strangers, as heat in thirst: and as 
with heat under a burning cloud, thou shalt make the branch of the mighty to 
wither away.  
Isa 25:6  And the Lord of hosts shall make unto all people in this mountain, a 
feast of fat things, a feast of wine, of fat things full of marrow, of wine purified 
from the lees.  
Isa 25:7  And he shall destroy in this mountain the face of the bond with which all 
people were tied, and the web that he began over all nations.  
Isa 25:8  He shall cast death down headlong for ever: and the Lord God shall 
wipe away tears from every face, and the reproach of his people he shall take 
away from off the whole earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.  
Isa 25:9  And they shall say in that day: Lo, this is our God, we have waited for 
him, and he will save us: this is the Lord, we have patiently waited for him, we 
shall rejoice and be joyful in his salvation.  
 
Isa 30:26  And the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days: in the day when the 
Lord shall bind up the wound of his people, and shall heal the stroke of their 
wound.  
Isa 30:27  Behold the name of the Lord cometh from afar, his wrath burneth, and 
is heavy to bear: his lips are filled with indignation, and his tongue as a 
devouring fire.  
Isa 30:28  His breath as a torrent overflowing even to the midst of the neck, to 
destroy the nations unto nothing, and the bridle of error that was in the jaws of 
the people.  
Isa 30:29  You shall have a song as in the night of the sanctified solemnity, and 
joy of heart, as where one goeth with a pipe, to come into the mountain of the 
Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel.  
Isa 30:30  And the Lord shall make the glory of his voice to be heard, and shall 
shew the terror of his arm, in the threatening of wrath, and the flame of 
devouring fire: he shall crush to pieces with whirlwind, and hailstones.  
 
Isa 34:1  Come near, ye Gentiles, and hear, and hearken, ye people: let the earth 
hear, and all that is therein, the world, and every thing that cometh forth of it.  
Isa 34:2  For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all 
their armies: he hath killed them, and delivered them to slaughter.  
Isa 34:3  Their slain shall be cast forth, and out of their carcasses shall rise a 
stink: the mountains shall be melted with their blood.  
Isa 34:4  And all the host of the heavens shall pine away, and the heavens shall 
be folded together as a book: and all their host shall fall down as the leaf falleth 
from the vine, and from the fig tree. 
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Isa 34:5  For my sword is inebriated in heaven: behold it shall come down upon 
Idumea, and upon the people of my slaughter unto judgment.  
Isa 34:6  The sword of the Lord is filled with blood, it is made thick with the blood 
of lambs and buck goats, with the blood of rams full of marrow: for there is a 
v ictim of the Lord in Bosra and a great slaughter in the land of Edom.  
Isa 34:7  And the unicorns shall go down with them, and the bulls with the 
mighty: their land shall be soaked with blood, and their ground with the fat of fat 
ones.  
Isa 34:8  For it is the day of the vengeance of the Lord, the year of recompenses 
of the judgment of Sion.  
Isa 34:9  And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the ground 
thereof into brimstone: and the land thereof shall become burning pitch.  
Isa 34:10  Night and day it shall not be quenched, the smoke thereof shall go up 
for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste, none shall pass through 
it for ever and ever.  
Isa 34:11  The bittern and ericius shall possess it: and the ibis and the raven 
shall dwell in it: and a line shall be stretched out upon it, to bring it to nothing, 
and a plummet, unto desolation.  
Isa 34:12  The nobles thereof shall not be there: they shall call rather upon the 
king, and all the princes thereof shall be nothing.  
Isa 34:13  And thorns and nettles shall grow up in its houses, and the thistle in 
the fortresses thereof: and it shall be the habitation of dragons, and the pasture 
of ostriches.  
 
Isa 66:15  For behold the Lord will come with fire, and his chariots are like a 
whirlwind, to render his wrath in indignation, and his rebuke with flames of fire.  
Isa 66:16  For the Lord shall judge by fire, and by his sword unto all flesh, and 
the slain of the Lord shall be many.  
Isa 66:17  They that were sanctified, thought themselves clean in the gardens 
behind the gate within, they that did eat swine's flesh, and the abomination, and 
the mouse: they shall be consumed together, saith the Lord.  
Isa 66:18  But I know their works, and their thoughts: I come that I may gather 
them together with all nations and tongues: and they shall come and shall see 
my glory.  
Isa 66:19  And I wil l set a sign among them, and I will send of them that shall be 
saved, to the Gentiles into the sea, into Africa, and Lydia them that draw the 
bow: into Italy, and Greece, to the islands afar off, to them that have not heard of 
me, and have not seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory to the Gentiles:  
Isa 66:20  And they shall  bring all your brethren out of all nations for a gift to the 
Lord, upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and on mules, and in coaches, 
to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord, as if the children of Israel should 
bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of the Lord.  
Isa 66:21  And I wil l take of them to be priests, and Levites, saith the Lord.  
Isa 66:22  For as the new heavens, and the new earth, which I will make to stand 
before me, saith the Lord: so shall your seed stand, and your name.  
Isa 66:23  And there shall be month after month, and sabbath after sabbath: and 
all flesh shall come to adore before my face, saith the Lord.  
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Book of Isaiah – continued 
 
Isa 66:24  And they shall  go out, and see the carcasses of the men that have 
transgressed against me: their worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be 
quenched: and they shall be a loathsome sight to all flesh.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Jeremiah 
 
Jer 25:29  For behold I begin to bring evil on the city wherein my name is called 
upon: and shall you be as innocent and escape free? you shall not escape free: 
for I will call for the sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Lord of 
hosts.  
Jer 25:30  And thou shalt prophesy unto them all these words, and thou shalt say 
to them: I The Lord shall roar from on high, and shall utter his voice from his 
holy habitation: roaring he shall roar upon the place of his beauty: the shout as it 
were of them that tread grapes shall be given out against all the inhabitants of 
the earth.  
Jer 25:31  The noise is come even to the ends of the earth: for the Lord entereth 
into judgment with the nations: he entereth into judgment with all flesh; the 
wicked I have delivered up to the sword, saith the Lord.  
Jer 25:32  Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Behold evil shall go forth from nation to 
nation: and a great whirlwind shal l go forth from the ends of the earth.  
Jer 25:33  And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth 
even to the other end thereof: they shall not be lamented, and they shall not be 
gathered up, nor buried: they shall lie as dung upon the face of the earth.  
Jer 25:34  Howl, ye shepherds, and cry: and sprinkle yourselves with ashes, ye 
leaders of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and your dispersion are 
accomplished, and you shall fall like precious vessels.  
Jer 25:35  And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the leaders of the 
flock to save themselves.  
Jer 25:36  A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a howling of the principal of 
the flock: because the Lord hath wasted their pastures.  
Jer 25:37  And the fields of peace have been silent because of the fierce anger of 
the Lord.  
Jer 25:38  He hath forsaken his covert as the lion, for the land is laid waste 
because of the wrath of the dove, and because of the fierce anger of the Lord.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Ezekiel 
 
Eze 36:24  For I wil l take you from among the Gentiles, and will gather you 
together out of all the countries, and will bring you into your own land.  
Eze 36:25  And I will  pour upon you clean water, and you shall be cleansed from 
all your filthiness, and I will cleanse you from all your idols.  
Eze 36:26  And I will  give you a new heart, and put a new spirit within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and will give you a heart of flesh.  
Eze 36:27  And I will  put my spirit in the midst of you: and I will cause you to walk 
in my commandments, and to keep my judgments, and do them.  
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Book of Ezekiel - continued  
 
Eze 36:28  And you shall dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers, and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God.  
Eze 36:29  And I will  save you from all your uncleannesses: and I wil l call for 
corn, and will multiply it, and will lay no famine upon you.  
Eze 36:30  And I will  multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, 
that you bear no more the reproach of famine among the nations.  
Eze 36:31  And you shall remember your wicked ways, and your doings that were 
not good: and your iniquities, and your wicked deeds shall displease you.  
Eze 36:32  It is not for your sakes that I will  do this, saith the Lord God, be it 
known to you: be confounded, and ashamed at your own ways, O house of 
Israel.  
Eze 36:33  Thus saith the Lord God: In the day that I shall cleanse you from all 
your iniquities, and shall cause the cities to be inhabited, and shall repair the 
ruinous places,  
Eze 36:34  And the desolate land shall be tilled, which before was waste in the 
sight of all that passed by,  
Eze 36:35  They shall say: This land that was untilled is become as a garden of 
pleasure: and the cities that were abandoned, and desolate, and destroyed, are 
peopled and fenced.  
Eze 36:36  And the nations, that shall be left round about you, shall know that I 
the Lord have built up what was destroyed, and planted what was desolate, that I 
the Lord have spoken and done it.  
Eze 36:37  Thus saith the Lord God: Moreover in this shall the house of Israel 
find me, that I will do it for them: I will multiply them as a flock of men,  
Eze 36:38  As a holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts: so 
shall the waste cities be full of flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the 
Lord.  
 
Eze 38:1  And the word of the Lord came to me, saying:  
Eze 38:2  Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief 
prince of Mosoch and Thubal: and prophesy of him,  
Eze 38:3  And say to him: Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I come against thee, 
O Gog, the chief prince of Mosoch and Thubal.  
Eze 38:4  And I will turn thee about, and I will put a bit in thy jaws: and I will bring 
thee forth, and all thy army, horses and horsemen all clothed with coats of mail, 
a great multitude, armed with spears and shields and swords.  
Eze 38:5  The Persians, Ethiopians, and Libyans with them, all with shields and 
helmets.  
Eze 38:6  Gomer, and all his bands, the house of Thogorma, the northern parts 
and all his strength, and many peoples with thee.  
Eze 38:7  Prepare and make thyself ready, and all thy multitude that is assembled 
about thee, and be thou commander over them.  
Eze 38:8  After many days thou shalt be v isited: at the end of years thou shalt 
come to the land that is returned from the sword, and is gathered out of many 
nations, to the mountains of Israel which have been continually waste: but it hath 
been brought forth out of the nations, and they shall all of them dwell securely in 
it.  
Eze 38:9  And thou shalt go up and come like a storm, and like a cloud to cover 
the land, thou and all thy bands and many people with thee.  

 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 211 -  

Book of Ezekiel - continued  
 
Eze 38:10  Thus saith the Lord God: In that day projects shall enter into thy heart, 
and thou shalt conceive a mischievous design.  
Eze 38:11  And thou shalt say: I will go up to the land which is without a wal l, I 
will come to them that are at rest, and dwell securely: all these dwell without a 
wall, they have no bars nor gates:  
Eze 38:12  To take spoils, and lay hold on the prey, to lay thy hand upon them 
that had been wasted, and afterwards restored, and upon the people that is 
gathered together out of the nations, which hath begun to possess and to dwell 
in the midst of the earth.  
Eze 38:13  Saba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tharsis, and all the lions 
thereof shall say to thee: Art thou come to take spoils? behold, thou hast 
gathered thy multitude to take a prey, to take silver, and gold, and to carry away 
goods and substance, and to take rich spoils.  
Eze 38:14  Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: Thus saith the 
Lord God: Shalt thou not know, in that day, when my people of Israel shall dwell 
securely?  
Eze 38:15  And thou shalt come out of thy place from the northern parts, thou 
and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company and 
a mighty army.  
Eze 38:16  And thou shalt come upon my people of Israel like a cloud, to cover 
the earth. Thou shalt be in the latter days, and I will bring thee upon my land: that 
the nations may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes.  
Eze 38:17  Thus saith the Lord God: Thou then art he, of whom I have spoken in 
the days of old, by my servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in the 
days of those times that I would bring thee upon them.  
Eze 38:18  And it shall come to pass in that day, in the day of the coming of Gog 
upon the land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my indignation shall come up in 
my wrath.  
Eze 38:19  And I have spoken in my zeal, and in the fire of my anger, that in that 
day there shall be a great commotion upon the land of Israel:  
Eze 38:20  So that the fishes of the sea, and the birds of the air, and the beasts of 
the field, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the ground, and all men 
that are upon the face of the earth, shall be moved at my presence: and the 
mountains shall be thrown down, and the hedges shall fall, and every wall shall 
fall to the ground.  
Eze 38:21  And I will  call in the sword against him in all my mountains, saith the 
Lord God: every man's sword shall be pointed against his brother.  
Eze 38:22  And I will  judge him with pestilence, and with blood, and with v iolent 
rain, and vast hailstones: I will rain fire and brimstone upon him, and upon his 
army, and upon the many nations that are with him.  
Eze 38:23  And I will  be magnified, and I will be sanctified: and I will be known in 
the eyes of many nations and they shall know that I am the Lord.  
 
Eze 39:7  And I will make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel, 
and my holy name shall be profaned no more: and the Gentiles shall know that I 
am the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  
Eze 39:8  Behold it cometh, and it is done, saith the Lord God: this is the day 
whereof I have spoken. 
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Eze 39:9  And the inhabitants shall go forth of the cities of Israel, and shall set on 
fire and burn the weapons, the shields, and the spears, the bows and the arrows, 
and the handstaves and the pikes: and they shall burn them with fire seven 
years.  
Eze 39:10  And they shall not bring wood out of the countries, nor cut down out 
of the forests: for they shall burn the weapons with fire, and shall make a prey of 
them to whom they had been a prey, and they shal l rob those that robbed them, 
saith the Lord God.  
Eze 39:11  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give Gog a noted place 
for a sepulchre in Israel: the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea, 
which shall cause astonishment in them that pass by: and there shall they bury 
Gog, and all his multitude, and it shall be called the valley of the multitude of 
Gog.  
Eze 39:12  And the house of Israel shall bury them for seven months to cleanse 
the land.  
Eze 39:13  And all the people of the land shall bury him, and it shall be unto them 
a noted day, wherein I was glorified, saith the Lord God.  
Eze 39:14  And they shall appoint men to go continually about the land, to bury 
and to seek out them that were remaining upon the face of the earth, that they 
may cleanse it: and after seven months they shall begin to seek.  
Eze 39:15  And they shall go about passing through the land: and when they 
shall see the bone of a man, they shall  set up sign by it, til l the buriers bury it in 
the valley, of the multitude of Gog.  
Eze 39:16  And the name of the city shall be Amona, and they shall cleanse the 
land.  
Eze 39:17  And thou, O son of man, saith the Lord God, say to every fowl, and to 
all the birds, and to all the beasts of the field: Assemble yourselves, make haste, 
come together from every side to my victim, which I s lay for you, a great v ictim 
upon the mountains of Israel: to eat flesh, and drink blood.  
Eze 39:18  You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and you shall drink the blood of 
the princes of the earth, of rams, and of lambs, and of he goats, and bullocks, 
and of all that are well fed and fat.  
Eze 39:19  And you shall eat the fat till you be full, and shall drink blood till you 
be drunk of the v ictim which I shall slay for you.  
Eze 39:20  And you shall be filled at my table with horses, and mighty horsemen, 
and all the men of war, saith the Lord God.  
Eze 39:21  And I will  set my glory among the nations: and all nations shall see 
my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them.  
Eze 39:22  And the house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God from 
that day and forward.  
Eze 39:23  And the nations shall know that the house of Israel were made 
captives for their iniquity, because they forsook me, and I hid my face from 
them: and I delivered them into the hands of their enemies, and they fell all by 
the sword.  
Eze 39:24  I have dealt with them according to their uncleanness, and 
wickedness, and hid my face from them.  
Eze 39:25  Therefore, thus saith the Lord God: Now will I bring back the captiv ity 
of Jacob, and will have mercy on al l the house of Israel and I will be jealous for 
my holy name.  
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Eze 39:26  And they shall bear their confusion, and all the transgressions 
wherewith they have transgressed against me, when they shall dwell in their land 
securely fearing no man:  
Eze 39:27  And I shall have brought them back from among the nations, and shall 
have gathered them together out of the lands of their enemies, and shall be 
sanctified in them, in the sight of many nations.  
Eze 39:28  And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, because I caused 
them to be carried away among the nations; and I have gathered them together 
unto their own land, and have not left any of them there.  
Eze 39:29  And I will  hide my face no more from them, for I have poured out my 
spirit upon all the house of Israel, saith the Lord God.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Daniel 
 
Dan 2:31  Thou, O king, sawest, and behold there was as it were a great statue: 
this statue, which was great and high, tall of stature, stood before thee, and the 
look thereof was terrible.  
Dan 2:32  The head of this statue was of fine gold, but the breast and the arms of 
silver, and the belly and the thighs of brass.  
Dan 2:33  And the legs of iron, the feet part of iron and part of clay.  
Dan 2:34  Thus thou sawest, till a stone was cut out of a mountain without 
hands: and it struck the statue upon the feet thereof that were of iron and clay, 
and broke them in pieces.  
Dan 2:35  Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of a summer's threshing floor, and 
they were carried away by the wind: and there was no place found for them: but 
the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.  
Dan 2:36  This is the dream: we will also tell the interpretation thereof before 
thee, O king.  
Dan 2:37  Thou art a king of kings: and the God of heaven hath given thee a 
kingdom, and strength, and power, and glory:  
Dan 2:38  And all places wherein the children of men, and the beasts of the field 
do dwell: he hath also given the birds of the air into thy hand, and hath put all 
things under thy power: thou, therefore, art the head of gold.  
Dan 2:39  And after thee shall rise up another kingdom, inferior to thee, of silver: 
and another third kingdom of brass, which shall rule over all the world.  
Dan 2:40  And the fourth kingdom shall be as iron. As iron breaketh into pieces, 
and subdueth all things, so shall that break, and destroy all these.  
Dan 2:41  And whereas thou sawest the feet, and the toes, part of potter's clay, 
and part of iron: the kingdom shall be div ided, but yet it shall take its origin from 
the iron, according as thou sawest the iron mixed with the miry clay.  
Dan 2:42  And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay: the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.  
Dan 2:43  And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall be 
mingled indeed together with the seed of man, but they shall not stick fast one to 
another, as iron cannot be mixed with clay.  
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Book of Daniel - continued  
 
Dan 2:44  But in the days of those kingdoms, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that shall never by destroyed, and his kingdom shal l not be delivered 
up to another people: and it shall break in pieces, and shall consume all these 
kingdoms: and itself shall stand for ever.  
Dan 2:45  According as thou sawest, that the stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and broke in pieces the clay and the iron, and the brass, and the 
silver, and the gold, the great God hath shewn the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter, and the dream is true, and the interpretation thereof is faithful.  
Dan 2:46  Then king Nabuchodonosor fell on his face, and worshipped Daniel, 
and commanded that they should offer in sacrifice to him victims and incense.  
Dan 2:47  And the king spoke to Daniel, and said: Verily, your God is the God of 
gods, and Lord of kings, and a revealer of hidden things: seeing thou couldst 
discover this secret. 
 
Dan 7:1  In the first year of Baltasar, king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream: and 
the vision of his head was upon his bed: and writing the dream, he 
comprehended it in a few words: and relating the sum of it in short, he said:  
Dan 7:2  I saw in my vision by night, and behold the four winds of the heavens 
strove upon the great sea.  
Dan 7:3  And four great beasts, different one from another, came up out of the 
sea.  
Dan 7:4  The first was like a lioness, and had the wings of an eagle: I beheld till 
her wings were plucked off, and she was lifted up from the earth, and stood upon 
her feet as a man, and the heart of a man was g iven to her.  
Dan 7:5  And behold another beast, like a bear, stood up on one side: and there 
were three rows in the mouth thereof, and in the teeth thereof, and thus they said 
to it: Arise, devour much flesh.  
Dan 7:6  After this I beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, and it had upon it four 
wings, as of a fowl, and the beast had four heads, and power was given to it.  
Dan 7:7  After this I beheld in the v ision of the night, and lo, a fourth beast, 
terrible and wonderful, and exceeding strong, it had great iron teeth, eating and 
breaking in pieces, and treading down the rest with his feet: and it was unlike to 
the other beasts which I had seen before it, and had ten horns.  
Dan 7:8  I considered the horns, and behold another little horn sprung out of the 
midst of them: and three of the first horns were plucked up at the presence 
thereof: and behold eyes like the eyes of a man were in this horn, and a mouth 
speaking great things.  
Dan 7:9  I beheld till thrones were placed, and the ancient of days sat : his 
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like clean wool: his throne 
like flames of fire: the wheels of it like a burning fire.  
Dan 7:10  A swift stream of fire issued forth from before him: thousands of 
thousands ministered to him, and ten thousand times a hundred thousand stood 
before him: the judgment sat, and the books were opened.  
Dan 7:11  I beheld, because of the voice of the great words which that horn 
spoke: and I saw that the beast was slain, and the body thereof was destroyed, 
and given to the fire to be burnt:  
Dan 7:12  And that the power of the other beasts was taken away: and that times 
of life were appointed them for a time, and a time.  
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Dan 7:13  I beheld, therefore, in the v ision of the night, and lo, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and he came even to the ancient of days: 
and they presented him before him.  
Dan 7:14  And he gave him power, and glory, and a kingdom: and all peoples, 
tribes, and tongues shall serve him: his power is an everlasting power that shall 
not be taken away: and his kingdom that shall  not be destroyed.  
Dan 7:15  My spirit trembled; I, Daniel, was affrighted at these things, and the 
visions of my head troubled me.  
Dan 7:16  I went near to one of them that stood by, and asked the truth of him 
concerning all these things, and he told me the interpretation of the words, and 
instructed me:  
Dan 7:17  These four great beasts, are four kingdoms, which shall arise out of 
the earth.  
Dan 7:18  But the saints of the most high God shall take the kingdom: and they 
shall possess the kingdom for ever and ever.  
Dan 7:19  After this I would diligently learn concerning the fourth beast, which 
was very different from all, and exceeding terrible: his teeth and claws were of 
iron: he devoured and broke in pieces, and the rest he stamped upon with his 
feet:  
Dan 7:20  And concerning the ten horns that he had on his head: and concerning 
the other that came up, before which three horns fell: and of that horn that had 
eyes, and a mouth speaking great things, and was greater than the rest.  
Dan 7:21  I beheld, and lo, that horn made war against the saints, and prevailed 
over them,  
Dan 7:22  Till the ancient of days came and gave judgment to the saints of the 
most High, and the time came, and the saints obtained the kingdom.  
Dan 7:23  And thus he said: The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon 
earth, which shall be greater than all the kingdoms, and shall devour the whole 
earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.  
Dan 7:24  And the ten horns of the same kingdom, shall be ten kings: and 
another shall rise up after them, and he shall be mightier than the former, and he 
shall bring down three kings.  
Dan 7:25  And he shall speak words against the High One, and shall crush the 
saints of the most High: and he shall think himself able to change times and 
laws, and they shall be delivered into his hand until a time, and times, and half a 
time.  
Dan 7:26  And a judgment shall sit, that his power may be taken away, and be 
broken in pieces, and perish even to the end.  
Dan 7:27  And that the kingdom, and power, and the greatness of the kingdom, 
under the whole heaven, may be given to the people of the saints of the most 
High: whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all kings shall serve him, 
and shall obey him.  
Dan 7:28  Hitherto is the end of the word. I, Daniel, was much troubled with my 
thoughts, and my countenance was changed in me: but I kept the word in my 
heart.  
 
Dan 8:3  And I lifted up my eyes, and saw: and behold a ram stood before the 
water, having two high horns, and one higher than the other, and growing up. 
Afterward  
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Dan 8:4  I saw the ram pushing with his horns against the west, and against the 
north, and against the south: and no beasts could withstand him, nor be 
delivered out of his hand: and he did according to his own wil l, and became 
great.  
Dan 8:5  And I understood: and behold a he goat came from the west on the face 
of the whole earth, and he touched not the ground, and the he goat had a notable 
horn between his eyes.  
Dan 8:6  And he went up to the ram that had the horns, which I had seen 
standing before the gate, and he ran towards him in the force of his strength.  
Dan 8:7  And when he was come near the ram, he was enraged against him, and 
struck the ram: and broke his two horns, and the ram cound not withstand him: 
and when he had cast him down on the ground, he stamped upon him, and none 
could deliver the ram out of his hand.  
Dan 8:8  And the he goat became exceeding great: and when he was grown, the 
great horn was broken, and there came up four horns under it towards the four 
winds of heaven.  
Dan 8:9  And out of one of them came forth a little horn: and it became great 
against the south, and against the east, and against the strength.  
Dan 8:10  And it was magnified even unto the strength of heaven: and it threw 
down of the strength, and of the stars, and trod upon them.  
Dan 8:11  And it was magnified even to the prince of the strength: and it took 
away from him the continual sacrifice, and cast down the place of his sanctuary.  
Dan 8:12  And strength was given him against the continual sacrifice, because of 
sins: and truth shall be cast down on the ground, and he shall do and shall 
prosper.  
Dan 8:13  And I heard one of the saints speaking, and one saint said to another I 
know not to whom, that was speaking: How long shall be the v ision, concerning 
the continual sacrifice, and the sin of the desolation that is made: and the 
sanctuary, and the strength be trodden under foot?  
Dan 8:14  And he said to him: Unto evening and morning two thousand three 
hundred days: and the sanctuary shall be cleansed.  
Dan 8:15  And it came to pass when I, Daniel, saw the vision, and sought the 
meaning, that behold there stood before me as it were the appearance of a man.  
Dan 8:16  And I heard the voice of a man between Ulai: and he called, and said: 
Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.  
Dan 8:17  And he came, and stood near where I stood: and when he was come, I 
fell on my face, trembling, and he said to me: Understand, O son of man, for in 
the time of the end the vision shall be fulfilled.  
Dan 8:18  And when he spoke to me, I fell flat on the ground: and he touched me, 
and set me upright.  
Dan 8:19  And he said to me: I will  shew thee what things are to come to pass in 
the end of the malediction: for the time hath its end.  
Dan 8:20  The ram, which thou sawest with horns, is the king of the Medes and 
Persians.  
Dan 8:21  And the he goat, is the king of the Greeks, and the great horn that was 
between his eyes, the same is the first king.  
Dan 8:22  But whereas when that was borken, there arose up four for it, four 
kings shall rise up of his nation, but not with his strength.  
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Dan 8:23  And after their reign, when iniquities shall be grown up, there shall 
arise a king of a shameless face, and understanding dark sentences.  
Dan 8:24  And his power shall be strengthened, but not by his own force: and he 
shall lay all things waste, and shall prosper, and do more than can be believed. 
And he shall destroy the mighty, and the people of the saints,  
Dan 8:25  According to his will, and craft shall  be successful in his hand: and his 
heart shall be puffed up, and in the abundance of all things he shall kill many: 
and he shall rise up aginst the prince of princes, and shall be broken without 
hand.  
Dan 8:26  And the vision of the evening and the morning, which was told, is true: 
thou, therefore, seal up the v ision, because it shall come to pass after many 
days.  
Dan 8:27  And I, Daniel, languished, and was sick for some days: and when I was 
risen up, I did the king's business, and I was astonished at the v ision, and there 
was none that could interpret it.  
 
Dan 12:1  But at that time shall Michael rise up, the great prince, who standeth 
for the children of thy people: and a time shall come, such as never was from the 
time that nations began, even until that time. And at that time shall thy people be 
saved, every one that shall be found written in the book.  
Dan 12:2  And many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall awake: 
some unto life everlasting, and others unto reproach, to see it always.  
Dan 12:3  But they that are learned, shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament: and they that instruct many to justice, as stars for all eternity.  
Dan 12:4  But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the 
time appointed: many shall pass over, and knowledge shall be manifold.  
Dan 12:5  And I, Daniel, looked, and behold as it were two others stood: one on 
this side upon the bank of the river, and another on that side, on the other bank 
of the river.  
Dan 12:6  And I said  to the man that was clothed in linen, that stood upon the 
waters of the river: How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?  
Dan 12:7  And I heard the man that was clothed in linen, that stood upon the 
waters of the river, when he had lifted up his right hand, and his left hand to 
heaven, and had sworn by him that liveth for ever, that it should be unto a time, 
and times, and half a time. And when the scattering of the band of the holy 
people shall be accomplished, all these things shall be finished.  
Dan 12:8  And I heard, and understood not. And I said : O my lord, what shall be 
after these things?  
Dan 12:9  And he said: Go, Daniel, because the words are shut up, and sealed 
until the appointed time.  
Dan 12:10  Many shal l be chosen, and made white, and shall be tried as fire: and 
the wicked shall deal wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand, but the 
learned shall understand.  
Dan 12:11  And from the time when the continual sacrifice shall be taken away, 
and the abomination unto desolation shall be set up, there shall be a thousand 
two hundred ninety days.  
Dan 12:12  Blessed is he that waitedth, and cometh unto a thousand three 
hundred thirty-five days.  
Dan 12:13  But go thou thy ways until the time appointed: and thou shalt rest, 
and stand in thy lot unto the end of the days.  
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 218 -  
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Book of Hosea 
 
Hos 3:3  And I said to her: Thou shalt wait for me many days: thou shalt not play 
the harlot, and thou shalt be no man's, and I also will wait for thee.  
Hos 3:4  For the children of Israel shall sit many days without king, and without 
prince, and without sacrifice, and without altar, and without ephod, and without 
theraphim.  
Hos 3:5  And after this the children of Israel shall return and shall seek the Lord, 
their God, and David, their king: and they shal l fear the Lord, and his goodness, 
in the last days.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Joel 
 
Joe 1:15  Ah, ah, ah, for the day: because the day of the Lord is at hand, and it 
shall come like destruction from the mighty.  
Joe 1:16  Is not your food cut off before your eyes, joy and gladness from the 
house of our God?  
Joe 1:17  The beasts have rotted in their dung, the barns are destroyed, the 
storehouses are broken down: because the corn is confounded.  
Joe 1:18  Why did the beasts groan, why did the herds of cattle low? because 
there is no pasture for them: yea, and the flocks of sheep are perished.  
Joe 1:19  To thee, O Lord, will I cry: because fire hath devoured the beautiful 
places of the wilderness: and the flame hath burnt all the trees of the country.  
 
Joe 2:1  Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, sound an alarm in my holy mountain, let all 
the inhabitants of the land tremble: because the day of the Lord cometh, because 
it is nigh at hand.  
Joe 2:2  A day of darkness, and of gloominess, a day of clouds and whirlwinds: a 
numerous and strong people as the morning spread upon the mountains: the 
like to it hath not been from the beginning, nor shall be after it, even to the years 
of generation and generation.  
Joe 2:3  Before the face thereof a devouring fire, and behind it a burning flame: 
the land is like a garden of pleasure before it, and behind it a desolate 
wilderness, neither is there any one that can escape it.  
Joe 2:4  The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses, and they shall 
run like horsemen.  
Joe 2:5  They shall leap like the noise of chariots upon the tops of mountains, 
like the noise of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, as a strong people 
prepared to battle.  
Joe 2:6  At their presence the people shall be in grievous pains: all faces shall be 
made like a kettle.  
Joe 2:7  They shall run like valiant men: like men of war they shall scale the wall: 
the men shall march every one on his way, and they shall not turn aside from 
their ranks.  
Joe 2:8  No one shall press upon his brother: they shall walk every one in his 
path: yea, and they shall  fall through the windows, and shall take no harm.  
Joe 2:9  They shall enter into the city: they shal l run upon the wall, they shall 
climb up the houses, they shall come in at the windows, as a thief.  
Joe 2:10  At their presence the earth hath trembled, the heavens are moved: the 
sun and moon are darkened, and the stars have withdrawn their shining.  
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Joe 2:11  And the Lord hath uttered his voice before the face of his army: for his 
armies are exceedingly great, for they are strong, and execute his word: for the 
day of the Lord is great and very terrible: and who can stand it?  
Joe 2:12  Now, therefore, saith the Lord. Be converted to me with all your heart, 
in fasting, and in weeping, and mourning.  
Joe 2:13  And rend your hearts, and not your garments and turn to the Lord your 
God: for he is gracious and merciful, patient and rich in mercy, and ready to 
repent of the evil.  
Joe 2:14  Who knoweth but he will return, and forgive, and leave a blessing 
behind him, sacrifice and libation to the Lord your God?  
Joe 2:15  Blow the trumpet in Sion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly,  
Joe 2:16  Gather together the people, sanctify the church, assemble the ancients, 
gather together the little ones, and them that suck at the breasts: let the 
bridegroom go forth from his bed, and the bride out of her bridal chamber.  
Joe 2:17  Between the porch and the altar the priests, the Lord's ministers, shall 
weep, and shall say: Spare, O Lord, spare thy people: and give not thy inheritane 
to reproach, that the heathens should rule over them. Why should they say 
among the nations: Where is their God?  
Joe 2:18  The Lord hath been zealons for his land, and hath spared his people.  
Joe 2:19  And the Lord answered, and said to his people: Behold I will send you 
corn, and wine, and oil, and you shall be filled with them: and I will no more make 
you a reproach among the nations.  
Joe 2:20  And I will remove far off from you the northern enemy: and I will drive 
him into a land unpassable, and desert, with his face towards the east sea, and 
his hinder part towards the utmost sea: and his stench shall ascend, and his 
rottenness shall go up, because he hath done proudly.  
Joe 2:21  Fear not, O land, be glad, and rejoice: for the Lord hath done great 
things.  
Joe 2:22  Fear not, ye beasts of the fields: for the beautiful places of the 
wilderness are sprung, for the tree hath brought forth its fruit, the fig tree, and 
the vine have yielded their strength.  
Joe 2:23  And you, O children of Sion, rejoice, and be joyful in the Lord your 
God: because he hath given you a teacher of justice, and he will make the early 
and the latter rain to come down to you as in  the beginning.  
Joe 2:24  And the floors shall be filled with wheat, and the presses shall overfiow 
with wine, and oil.  
Joe 2:25  And I will restore to you the years which the locust, and the bruchus, 
and the mildew, and the palmerworm hath eaten; my great host which I sent 
upon you.  
Joe 2:26  And you shall eat in plenty, and shal l be filled and you shall praise the 
name of the Lord your God; who hath done wonders with you, and my people 
shall not be confounded for ever.  
Joe 2:27  And you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: and I am the Lord 
yonr God, and there is none besides: and my people shall not be confounded 
forever.  
Joe 2:28  And it shall come to pass after this, that I will pour out my spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy: your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.  
Joe 2:29  Moreover, upon my servants and handmaids in those days I will pour 
forth my spirit.  
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Joe 2:30  And I will shew wonders in heaven; and in earth, blood, and fire, and 
vapour of smoke.  
Joe 2:31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood: before 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord doth come.  
Joe 2:32  And it shall come to pass, that every one that shall call upon the name 
of the Lord, shall be saved: for in Mount Sion, and in Jerusalem shall be 
salvation, as the Lord hath said, and in the residue whom the Lord shall call.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Amos 
 
Amo 9:14  And I wi ll bring back the captiv ity of my people Israel: and they shall 
build the abandoned cities, and inhabit them: and they shall  plant v ineyards, and 
drink the wine of them: and shall make gardens, and eat the fruits of them.  
Amo 9:15  (9:14) And I will plant them upon their own land: and I will  no more 
pluck them out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Micah 
 
Mic 4:1  And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the 
house of the Lord shall be prepared in the top of the mountains, and high above 
the hills: and people shall flow to it.  
Mic 4:2  And many nations shall come in haste, and say: Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth out of 
Sion, and the word of the Lord out of Jerusalem.  
Mic 4:3  And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar 
off: and they shal l beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
spades: nation shall not take sword against nation: neither shall they learn war 
anymore.  
Mic 4:4  And every man shall sit under his v ine, and under his fig tree, and there 
shall be none to make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken.  
Mic 4:5  For all people will walk every one in the name of his god: but we will 
walk in the name of the Lord, our God, for ever and ever.  
Mic 4:6  In that day, saith the Lord, I will gather up her that halteth: and her that I 
had cast out, I will gather up: and her whom I had afflicted.  
Mic 4:7  And I will make her that halted, a remnant: and her that had been 
afflicted, a mighty nation: and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Sion, from 
this time now and forever. 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Zephaniah 
 
Zep 1:14  The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and exceeding swift: the 
voice of the day of the Lord is bitter, the mighty man shall there meet with 
tribulation.  
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Zep 1:15  That day is a day of wrath, a day of tribulation and distress, a day of 
calamity and misery, a day of darkness and obscurit y, a day of clouds and 
whirlwinds,  
Zep 1:16  A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against 
the high bulwarks.  
Zep 1:17  And I will distress men, and they shall walk like blind men, because 
they have sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as earth, 
and their bodies as dung.  
Zep 1:18  Neither shall their silver and their gold be able to deliver them in the 
day of the wrath of the Lord: all the land shall be devoured by the fire of his 
jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy destruction of all them that dwell in 
the land.  
 
Zep 3:8  Wherefore expect me, saith the Lord, in the day of my resurrection that 
is to come, for my judgment is to assemble the Gentiles, and to gather the 
kingdoms: and to pour upon them my indignation, all my fierce anger: for with 
the fire of my jealousy shall  all the earth be devoured.  
Zep 3:9  Because then I will restore to the people a chosen lip, that all may call 
upon the name of the Lord, and may serve him with one shoulder.  
 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Book of Zechariah 
 
Zec 2:10  Sing praise, and rejoice, O daughter of Sion: for behold I come, and I 
will dwell in the midst of thee: saith the Lord.  
Zec 2:11  And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they shall 
be my people, and I will dwell in the midst of thee: and thou shalt know that the 
Lord of hosts hath sent me to thee.  
Zec 2:12  And the Lord shall possess Juda his portion in the sanctified land: and 
he shall yet choose Jerusalem.  
Zec 2:13  Let all flesh be silent at the presence of the Lord: for he is risen up out 
of his holy habitation.  
 
Zec 12:3  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will make Jerusalem a 
burdensome stone to all people: all that shall lift it up shall be rent and torn, and 
all the kingdoms of the earth shall be gathered together against her.  
Zec 12:4  In that day, saith the Lord, I will strike every horse with astonishment, 
and his rider with madness: and I will open my eyes upon the house of Juda, and 
will strike every horse of the nations with blindness.  
Zec 12:5  And the governors of Juda shall say in their heart: Let the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem be strengthened for me in the Lord of hosts, their God.  
Zec 12:6  In that day I will make the governors of Juda like a furnace of fire 
amongst wood, and as a firebrand amongst hay: and they shall  devour all the 
people round about, to the right hand, and to the left: and Jerusalem shall be 
inhabited again in her own place in Jerusalem.  
Zec 12:7  And the Lord shall save the tabernacles of Jada, as in the beginning: 
that the house of David, and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, may not 
boast and magnify themselves against Juda.  

 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 222 -  

Book of Zechariah - continued  
 
Zec 12:8  In that day shall the Lord protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and he 
that hath offended among them in that day shall be as David: and the house of 
David, as that of God, as an angel of the Lord in their sight.  
Zec 12:9  And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem.  
Zec 12:10  And I will  pour out upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace, and of prayers: and they shall look upon me, 
whom they have pierced: and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for an 
only son, and they shall grieve over him, as the manner is to grieve for the death 
of the firstborn.  
 
Zec 14:1  Behold the days of the Lord shall come, and thy spoils shall be div ided 
in the midst of thee.  
Zec 14:2  And I will gather all nations to Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses shall be rifled, and the women shall be defiled: and half of 
the city shall go forth into captiv ity, and the rest of the people shall not be taken 
away out of the city.  
Zec 14:3  Then the Lord shall go forth, and shall fight against those nations, as 
when he fought in the day of battle.  
Zec 14:4  And h is feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is 
over against Jerusalem towards the east: and the mount of Olives shall be 
div ided in the midst thereof to the east, and to the west with a very great 
opening, and half of the mountain shall be separated to the north, and half 
thereof to the south.  
Zec 14:5  And you shall flee to the valley of those mountains, for the valley of the 
mountains shall be joined even to the next, and you shall flee as you fled from 
the face of the earthquake in the days of Ozias king of Juda: and the Lord my 
God shall come, and all the saints with him.  
Zec 14:6  And it shall come to pass in that day, that there shall be no light, but 
cold and frost.  
Zec 14:7  And there shall be one day, which is known to the Lord, not day nor 
night: and in the time of the evening there shall be light:  
Zec 14:8  And it shall come to pass in that day, that l iv ing waters shall go out 
from Jerusalem: half of them to the east sea, and half of them to the last sea: 
they shall be in summer and in winter.  
Zec 14:9  And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be 
one Lord, and his name shall be one.  
Zec 14:10  And all the land shall return even to the desert, from the hill to 
Remmon to the south of Jerusalem: and she shall be exalted, and shall dwell in 
her own place, from the gate of Benjamin even to the place of the former gate, 
and even to the gate of the corners: and from the tower of Hananeel even to the 
king's winepresses.  
Zec 14:11  And people shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more an anathema: 
but Jerusalem shall sit secure.  
Zec 14:12  And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord shall strike all nations 
that have fought against Jerusalem: the flesh of every one shall consume away 
while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their 
holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.  
Zec 14:13  In that day there shall be a great tumult from the Lord among them: 
and a man shall take the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall be clasped 
upon his neighbour's hand.  



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 223 -  

Book of Zechariah - continued   
 
Zec 14:14  And even Juda shall fight against Jerusalem: and the riches of all 
nations round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and garments in 
great abundance.  
Zec 14:15  And the destruction of the horse, and of the mule, and of the camel, 
and of the ass, and of all the beasts, that shall be in those tents, shall be like this 
destruction.  
Zec 14:16  And all they that shall be left of all nations that came against 
Jerusalem, shall go up from year to year, to adore the King, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of tabernacles.  
Zec 14:17  And it shall come to pass, that he that shall not go up of the families 
of the land to Jerusalem, to adore the King, the Lord of hosts, there shall be no 
rain upon them.  
Zec 14:18  And if the family of Egypt go not up nor come: neither shall it be upon 
them, but there shall be destruction wherewith the Lord will strike all nations that 
will not go up to keep the feast of tabernacles.  
Zec 14:19  This shall be the sin of Egypt, and this the sin of all nations, that will 
not go up to keep the feast of tabernacles.  
Zec 14:20  In that day that which is upon the bridle of the horse shall be holy to 
the Lord: and the caldrons in the house of the Lord shall be as the phials before 
the altar.  
Zec 14:21  And every caldron in Jerusalem and Juda shall be sanctified to the 
Lord of hosts: and all that sacrifice shall come, and take of them, and shall 
seethe in them: and the merchant shall be no more in the house of the Lord of 
hosts in that day.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Gospel of Matthew 
 
Mat 13:49  So shall it be at the end of the world. The angels shall go out, and 
shall separate the wicked from among the just.  
Mat 13:50  And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Mat 24:3  And when he was sitting on mount Olivet, the disciples came to him 
privately, saying: Tell us when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign 
of thy coming and of the consummation of the world?  
Mat 24:4  And Jesus answering, said to them: Take heed that no man seduce 
you.  
Mat 24:5  For many wi ll come in my name saying, I am Christ. And they will 
seduce many.  
Mat 24:6  And you shall hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that ye be not 
troubled. For these things must come to pass: but the end is not yet.  
Mat 24:7  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
And there shall be pestilences and famines and earthquakes in places.  
Mat 24:8  Now all these are the beginnings of sorrows.  
Mat 24:9  Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted and shall put you to 
death: and you shall be hated by all nations for my name's sake.  
Mat 24:10  And then shall many be scandalized and shall betray one another and 
shall hate one another.  
Mat 24:11  And many false prophets shall rise and shall seduce many.  
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Gospel of Matthew - continued  
 
Mat 24:12  And because iniquity hath abounded, the charity of many shall grow 
cold.  
Mat 24:13  But he that shall persevere to the end, he shall be saved.  
Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world, 
for a testimony to all  nations: and then shall the consummation come.  
Mat 24:15  When therefore you shall see the abomination of desolation, which 
was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place: he that readeth 
let him understand.  
Mat 24:16  Then they that are in Judea, let them flee to the mountains:  
Mat 24:17  And he that is on the housetop, let him not come down to take any 
thing out of his house:  
Mat 24:18  And he that is in the field, let him not go back to take his coat.  
Mat 24:19  And woe to them that are with child and that give suck in those days.  
Mat 24:20  But pray that your flight be not in the winter or on the sabbath.  
Mat 24:21  For there shall be then great tribulation, such as hath not been from 
the beginning of the world until now, neither shall be.  
Mat 24:22  And unless those days had been shortened, no flesh should be 
saved: but for the sake of the elect those days shall be shortened.  
Mat 24:23  Then if any man shall say to you, Lo here is Christ, or there: do not 
believe him.  
Mat 24:24  For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets and shall shew 
great signs and wonders, insomuch as to deceive (if possible) even the elect.  
Mat 24:25  Behold I have told it to you, beforehand.  
Mat 24:26  If therefore they shall say to you, Behold he is in the desert: go ye not 
out. Behold he is in the closets: believe it not.  
Mat 24:27  For as lightning cometh out of the east and appeareth even into the 
west: so shall also the cowling of the Son of man be.  
Mat 24:28  Wheresoever the body shall be, there shall the eagles also be 
gathered together.  
Mat 24:29  And immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun shall be 
darkened and the moon shall not give her light and the stars shall fall from 
heaven and the powers of heaven shall be moved.  
Mat 24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven. And then 
shall all tribes of the earth mourn: and they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with much power and majesty.  
Mat 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a trumpet and a great voice: and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the farthest parts of 
the heavens to the utmost bounds of them.  
Mat 24:32  And from the fig tree learn a parable: When the branch thereof is now 
tender and the leaves come forth, you know that summer is nigh.  
Mat 24:33  So you also, when you shall see all these things, know ye that it is 
nigh, even at the doors.  
Mat 24:34  Amen I say to you that this generation shall not pass till all these 
things be done.  
Mat 24:35  Heaven and earth shall pass: but my words shall not pass.  
Mat 24:36  But of that day and hour no one knoweth: no, not the angels of 
heaven, but the Father alone.  
Mat 24:37  And as in the days of Noe, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be.  
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Gospel of Matthew - continued   
 
Mat 24:38  For, as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giv ing in marriage, even till that day in which Noe entered into the 
ark:  
Mat 24:39  And they knew not till the flood came and took them all away: so also 
shall the coming of the Son of man be.  
Mat 24:40  Then two shall be in the field. One shall be taken and one shall be left.  
Mat 24:41  Two women shall be grinding at the mill. One shall be taken and one 
shall be left.  
Mat 24:42  Watch ye therefore, because you know not what hour your Lord will 
come.  
Mat 24:43  But this know ye, that, if the goodman of the house knew at what hour 
the thief would come, he would certainly watch and would not suffer his house to 
be broken open.  
Mat 24:44  Wherefore be you also ready, because at what hour you know not the 
Son of man wi ll come. 
 
Mat 25:31  And when the Son of man shall come in his majesty, and all the 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the seat of his majesty.  
Mat 25:32  And all nations shall be gathered together before him: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the 
goats:  
Mat 25:33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.  
Mat 25:34  Then shall the king say to them that shall be on his right hand: Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, possess you the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.  
Mat 25:35  For I was hungry, and you gave me to eat: I was thirsty, and you gave 
me to drink: I was a stranger, and you took me in:  
Mat 25:36  Naked, and you covered me: sick, and you visited me: I was in prison, 
and you came to me.  
Mat 25:37  Then shall the just answer him, saying: Lord, when did we see thee 
hungry and fed thee: thirsty and gave thee drink?  
Mat 25:38  Or when did we see thee a stranger and took thee in? Or naked and 
covered thee?  
Mat 25:39  Or when did we see thee sick or in prison and came to thee?  
Mat 25:40  And the king answering shall say to them: Amen I say to you, as long 
as you did it to one of these my least brethren, you did it to me.  
Mat 25:41  Then he shall say to them also that shall be on his left hand: Depart 
from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and 
his angels.  
Mat 25:42  For I was hungry and you gave me not to eat: I was thirsty and you 
gave me not to drink.  
Mat 25:43  I was a stranger and you took me not in : naked and you covered me 
not: sick and in prison and you did not v isit me.  
Mat 25:44  Then they also shall answer him, saying: Lord, when did we see thee 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not minister 
to thee?  
Mat 25:45  Then he shall answer them, saying: Amen: I say to you, as long as 
you did it not to one of these least, neither did you do it to me.  
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Gospel of Matthew - continued   
 
Mat 25:46  And these shall go into everlasting punishment: but the just, into life 
everlasting.  
 
Mat 26:64  Jesus saith to him: Thou hast said it. Nevertheless I say to you, 
hereafter you shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of the power of 
God and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 
Gospel of Mark 
 
Mar 13:3  And as he sat on the mount of Olivet over against the temple, Peter and 
James and John and Andrew asked him apart :  
Mar 13:4  Tell us, when shall these things be and what shall be the sign when all 
these things shall begin to be fulfilled?  
Mar 13:5  And Jesus answering, began to say to them: Take heed lest any man 
deceive you.  
Mar 13:6  For many shall come in my name saying, I am he: and they shal l 
deceive many.  
Mar 13:7  And when you shall  hear of wars and rumours of wars, fear ye not. For 
such things must needs be: but the end is not yet.  
Mar 13:8  For nation shall rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be earthquakes in divers places and famines. These things are the 
beginning of sorrows.  
Mar 13:9  But look to yourselves. For they shall deliver you Up to councils: and 
in the synagogues you shal l be beaten: and you shall stand before governors 
and kings for my sake, for a testimony unto them.  
Mar 13:10  And unto all nations the gospel must first be preached.  
Mar 13:11  And when they shall lead you and deliver you up, be not thoughtful 
beforehand what you shall speak: but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye. For it is not you that speak, but the Holy Ghost.  
Mar 13:12  And the brother shall betray his brother unto death, and the father his 
son; and children shall rise up against their parents and shall work their death.  
Mar 13:13  And you shall be hated by all men for my name's sake. But he that 
shall endure unto the end, he shall be saved.  
Mar 13:14  And when you shall see the abomination of desolation, standing 
where it ought not (he that readeth let him understand): then let them that are in 
Judea flee unto the mountains.  
Mar 13:15  And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house nor 
enter therein to take any thing out of the house.  
Mar 13:16  And let him that shall be in the field not turn back to take up his 
garment.  
Mar 13:17  And woe to them that are with child and that give suck in those days.  
Mar 13:18  But pray ye that these things happen not in winter.  
Mar 13:19  For in those days shall be such tribulations as were not from the 
beginning of the creation which God created until now: neither shall be.  
Mar 13:20  And unless the Lord had shortened the days, no flesh should be 
saved: but, for the sake of the elect which he hath chosen, he hath shortened the 
days.  
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Gospel of Mark  - continued  
 
Mar 13:21  And then if any man shall say to you: Lo, here is Christ. Lo, he is 
here: do not believe.  
Mar 13:22  For there will rise up false Christs and false prophets: and they shall 
shew signs and wonders, to seduce (if it were possible) even the elect.  
Mar 13:23  Take you heed therefore: behold, I have foretold you all things.  
Mar 13:24  But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened and 
the moon shall not give her light.  
Mar 13:25  And the stars of heaven shall be falling down and the powers that are 
in heaven shall be moved.  
Mar 13:26  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds, with 
great power and glory.  
Mar 13:27  And then shall he send his angels and shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of 
heaven.  
Mar 13:28  Now of the fig tree learn ye a parable. When the branch thereof is now 
tender and the leaves are come forth, you know that summer is very near.  
Mar 13:29  So you also when you shall  see these things come to pass, know ye 
that it is very nigh, even at the doors.  
Mar 13:30  Amen, I say to you that this generation shall not pass until all these 
things be done.  
Mar 13:31  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my word shall not pass away.  
Mar 13:32  But of that day or hour no man knoweth, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but the Father.  
Mar 13:33  Take ye heed, watch and pray. For ye know not when the time is.  
Mar 13:34  Even as a man who, going into a far country, left his house and gave 
authority to his servants over every work and commanded the porter to watch.  
Mar 13:35  Watch ye therefore (for you know not when the lord of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock crowing, or in the morning):  
Mar 13:36  Lest coming on a sudden, he find you sleeping.  
Mar 13:37  And what I say to you, I say to all : Watch.  
 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 

Gospel of Luke 
 
Luk 17:22  And he said to his disciples: The days will come when you shall 
desire to see one day of the Son of man. And you shall not see it.  
Luk 17:23  And they will say to you: See here, and see there. Go ye not after, nor 
follow them.  
Luk 17:24  For as the lightning that lighteneth from under heaven shineth unto 
the parts that are under heaven, so shall the Son of man be in his day.  
Luk 17:25  But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation.  
Luk 17:26  And as it came to pass in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the 
days of the Son of man.  
Luk 17:27  They did eat and drink, they married wives and were given in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark and the flood came and 
destroyed them all.  
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Gospel of Luke - continued  
 
Luk 17:28  Likewise as it came to pass in the days of Lot. They did eat and drink, 
they bought and sold, they planted and built.  
Luk 17:29  And in the day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  
Luk 17:30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man shall be 
revealed.  
Luk 17:31  In that hour, he that shall be on the housetop, and his goods in the 
house, let him not go down to take them away: and he that shall be in the field, in 
like manner, let him not return back.  
Luk 17:32  Remember Lot's wife.  
Luk 17:33  Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
shall lose it shall preserve it.  
Luk 17:34  I say to you: In that night there shall be two men in one bed. The one 
shall be taken and the other shall be left.  
Luk 17:35  Two women shall be grinding together. The one shall be taken and the 
other shall be left. Two men shall be in the field. The one shall be taken and the 
other shall be left.  
 
Luk 21:20  And when you shall see Jerusalem compassed about with an army, 
then know that the desolation thereof is at hand.  
Luk 21:21  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains: and those who 
are in the midst thereof depart out: and those who are in the countries not enter 
into it.  
Luk 21:22  For these are the days of vengeance, that all things may be fulfilled, 
that are written.  
Luk 21:23  But woe to them that are with child and give suck in those days: for 
there shall be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.  
Luk 21:24  And they shall fall by the edge of the sword and shall be led away 
captives into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles 
till the times of the nations be fulfilled.  
Luk 21:25  And there shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and in the stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, by reason of the confusion of the roaring 
of the sea, and of the waves:  
Luk 21:26  Men withering away for fear and expectation of what shall come upon 
the whole world. For the powers of heaven shall be moved.  
Luk 21:27  And then they shall see the Son of man coming in a cloud, with great 
power and majesty.  
Luk 21:28  But when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is at hand.  
Luk 21:29  And he spoke to them a similitude. See the fig tree and all the trees:  
Luk 21:30  When they now shoot forth their fruit, you know that summer is nigh;  
Luk 21:31  So you also, when you shal l see these things come to pass, know that 
the kingdom of God is at hand.  
Luk 21:32  Amen, I say to you, this generation shall not pass away till all things 
be fulfilled.  
Luk 21:33  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.  
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Gospel of Luke - continued   
 
Luk 21:34  And take heed to yourselves, lest perhaps your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness and the cares of this life: and that 
day come upon you suddenly.  
Luk 21:35  For as a snare shall it come upon all that sit upon the face of the 
whole earth.  
Luk 21:36  Watch ye, therefore, praying at all times, that you may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that are to come and to stand before the Son of 
man. 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible 

Acts of The Apostles 
 
Act 1:10  And while they were beholding him going up to heaven, behold two 
men stood by them in white garments.  
Act 1:11  Who also said : Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking up to heaven? 
This Jesus who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come as you have 
seen him going into heaven.  
 
 
Act 2:16  But this is that which was spoken of by the prophet Joel:  
Act 2:17  And it shall come to pass, in the last days, (saith the Lord), I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy: and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams.  
Act 2:18  And upon my servants indeed and upon my handmaids will  I pour out 
in those days of my spirit : and they shall prophesy.  
Act 2:19  And I wi ll shew wonders in the heaven above, and signs on the earth 
beneath: blood and fire, and vapour of smoke.  
Act 2:20  The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before 
the great and manifest day of the Lord to come.  
Act 2:21  And it shalt come to pass, that whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
Book of Romans 
 
Rom 14:11  For it is written: As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me 
and every tongue shall confess to God.  
Rom 14:12  Therefore every one of us shall render account to God for himself.  
 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
1st Corinthians 
 
1Co 15:24  Afterwards the end: when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God and the Father: when he shall have brought to nought all principality and 
power and virtue.  
1Co 15:25  For he must reign, until he hath put all his enemies under his feet.  
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1st Corinthians - continued 
 
1Co 15:26  And the enemy, death, shall be destroyed last: For he hath put all 
things under his feet. And whereas he saith:  
1Co 15:27  All things are put under him; undoubtedly, he is excepted, who put all 
things under him.  
1Co 15:28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then the Son also 
himself shall be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be 
all in all. 
 
1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot possess the 
kingdom of God: neither shall corruption possess incorruption.  
1Co 15:51  Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall al l indeed rise again: but we 
shall not all be changed.  
1Co 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the 
trumpet shall sound and the dead shall rise again incorruptible. And we shall be 
changed.  
1Co 15:53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption: and this mortal must 
put on immortalit y.  
1Co 15:54  And when this mortal hath put on immortalit y, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: Death is swallowed up in v ictory.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
Philippians 
 
Phi 4:20  Now to God and our Father be glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
2nd Timothy 
 
2Ti 3:1  Know also this, that in the last days shall come dangerous times.  
2Ti 3:2  Men shall be lovers of themselves, covetous, haughty, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, wicked,  
2Ti 3:3  Without affection, without peace, slanderers, incontinent, unmerciful, 
without kindness,  
2Ti 3:4  Traitors, stubborn, puffed up, and lovers of pleasure more than of God:  
2Ti 3:5  Having an appearance indeed of godliness but denying the power 
thereof. Now these avoid.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
1st Thessalonians 
 
1Th 4:13  (4:12) And we will not have you ignorant brethren, concerning them 
that are asleep, that you be not sorrowful, even as others who have no hope.  
1Th 4:14  (4:13) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again: even so them 
who have slept through Jesus, will God bring with him.  
1Th 4:15  (4:14) For this we say unto you in the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them who have 
slept.  
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1st Thessalonians - continued 
 
1Th 4:16  (4:15) For the Lord himself shall come down from heaven with 
commandment and with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God: 
and the dead who are in Christ shall rise first.  
1Th 4:17  (4:16) Then we who are alive, who are left, shall be taken up together 
with them in the clouds to meet Christ, into the air: and so shall we be always 
with the Lord.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
2nd Thessalonians 
 
2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for unless there come a revolt 
first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition  
2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and is lifted up above all that is called God or that is 
worshipped, so that he sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself as if he 
were God.  
2Th 2:5  Remember you not that, when I was yet with you, I told you these 
things?  
2Th 2:6  And now you know what withholdeth, that he may be revealed in his 
time.  
2Th 2:7  For the mystery of iniquity already worketh: only that he who now 
holdeth do hold, until he be taken out of the way.  
2Th 2:8  And then that wicked one shall be revealed: whom the Lord Jesus shall 
kill with the spirit of his mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming: him  
2Th 2:9  Whose coming is according to the working of Satan, in all power and 
signs and lying wonders:  
2Th 2:10  And in all seduction of iniquity to them that perish: because they 
receive not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  
2Th 2:11  (2:10) Therefore God shall send them the operation of error, to believe 
lying: 
2Th 2:12  (2:11) That all may be judged who have not believed the truth but have 
consented to iniquity. 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
Book of Hebrews 
 
Heb 8:10  For this is the testament which I will make to the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord: I wi ll give my laws into their mind: and in their heart 
will I write them. And I will be their God: and they shall be my people.  
Heb 8:11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour and every man his 
brother, saying: Know the Lord. For all shall know me, from the least to the 
greatest of them.  
Heb 8:12  Because I will be merciful to their iniquities: and their sins I will 
remember no more.  
Heb 8:13  Now in saying a new, he hath made the former old. And that which 
decayeth and groweth old is near its end.  
 
Heb 9:24  For Jesus is not entered into the Holies made with hands, the patterns 
of the true: but into Heaven itself, that he may appear now in the presence of 
God for us.  



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 232 -  

Book of Hebrews - continued  
 
Heb 9:25  Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth 
into the Holies every year with the blood of others:  
Heb 9:26  For then he ought to have suffered often from the beginning of the 
world. But now once, at the end of ages, he hath appeared for the destruction of 
sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
Heb 9:27  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 
judgment:  
Heb 9:28  So also Christ was offered once to exhaust the sins of many. The 
second time he shall appear without sin to them that expect him unto salvation.  
 
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
1st Peter 
 
1Pe 4:7  But the end of all is at hand. Be prudent therefore and watch in prayers.  
1Pe 4:8  But before all things have a constant mutual charit y among yourselves: 
for charity covereth a multitude of sins.  
1Pe 4:9  Using hospitalit y one towards another, without murmuring,  
1Pe 4:10  As every man hath received grace, ministering the same one to 
another: as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
1Pe 4:11  If any man speak, let him speak, as the words of God. If any minister, 
let him do it, as of the power which God administereth: that in all things God may 
be honoured through Jesus Christ: to whom is glor y and empire for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
1Pe 4:12  Dearly beloved, think not strange the burning heat which is to try you: 
as if some new thing happened to you.  
1Pe 4:13  But if you partake of the sufferings of Christ, rejoice that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  
1Pe 4:14  If you be reproached for the name of Christ, you shall be blessed: for 
that which is of the honour, glory and power of God, and that which is his Spirit 
resteth upon you.  
1Pe 4:15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or a railer or coveter 
of other men's things.  
1Pe 4:16  But, if as a Christian, let him not be ashamed: but let him glorif y God in 
that name.  
1Pe 4:17  For the time is, that judgment should begin at the house of God. And if 
at first at us, what shall be the end of them that believe not the gospel of God?  
1Pe 4:18  And if the just man shall scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear?  
1Pe 4:19  Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God 
commend their souls in good deeds to the faithful Creator.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
2nd Peter 
 
2Pe 3:3  Knowing this first: That in the last days there shall come deceitful 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  
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2nd Peter   - continued 
 
2Pe 3:4  Saying: Where is his promise or his coming? For since the time that the 
fathers slept, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.  
2Pe 3:5  For this they are wilfully ignorant of: That the heavens were before, and 
the earth out of water and through water, consisting by the word of God:  
2Pe 3:6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, 
perished.  
2Pe 3:7  But the heavens and the earth which are now, by the same word are 
kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of the 
ungodly men.  
2Pe 3:8  But of this one thing be not ignorant, my beloved, that one day with the 
Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  
2Pe 3:9  The Lord delayeth not his promise, as some imagine, but dealeth 
patiently for your sake, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
return to penance,  
2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord shall come as a thief, in which the heavens 
shall pass away with great v iolence and the elements shall be melted with heat 
and the earth and the works which are in it shall be burnt up.  
2Pe 3:11  Seeing then that all these things are to be dissolved, what manner of 
people ought you to be in holy conversation and godliness?  
2Pe 3:12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of the Lord, by 
which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with the burning heat?  
2Pe 3:13  But we look for new heavens and a new earth according to his 
promises, in which justice dwelleth.  
2Pe 3:14  Wherefore, dearly beloved, waiting for these things, be diligent that 
you may be found before him unspotted and blameless in peace.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
1st John 
 
1Jo 2:18  Little children, it is the last hour: and as you have heard that Antichrist 
cometh, even now there are become many Antichrists: whereby we know that it 
is the last hour.  
1Jo 2:19  They went out from us but they were not of us. For if they had been of 
us, they would no doubt have remained with us: but that they may be manifest, 
that they are not all of us.  
1Jo 2:20  But you have the unction from the Holy One and know all things.  
1Jo 2:21  I have not written to you as to them that know not the truth, but as to 
them that know it : and that no lie is of the truth.  
1Jo 2:22  Who is a liar, but he who denieth that Jesus is the Christ? This is 
Antichrist, who denieth the Father and the Son.  
1Jo 2:23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father. He that 
confesseth the Son hath the Father also.  
1Jo 2:24  As for you, let that which you have heard from the beginning abide in 
you. If that abide in you, which you have heard from the beginning, you also 
shall abide in the Son and in the Father.  
1Jo 2:25  And this is the promise which he hath promised us, life everlasting.  
1Jo 2:26  These things have I written to you concerning them that seduce you.  
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1st John  - continued  
 
1Jo 2:27  And as for you, let the unction, which you have received from him 
abide in you. And you have no need that any man teach you: but as his unction 
teacheth you of all things and is truth and is no lie. And as it hath taught you, 
abide in him.  
1Jo 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him, that when he shall appear we 
may have confidence and not be confounded by him at his coming.  
1Jo 2:29  If you know that he is just, know ye, that every one also who doth 
justice is born of him.  
1Jo 4:1  Dearly beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits if they be of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  
1Jo 4:2  By this is the spirit of God known. Every spirit which confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  
1Jo 4:3  And every spirit that dissolveth Jesus is not of God. And this is 
Antichrist, of whom you have heard that he cometh: and he is now already in the 
world.  
1Jo 4:4  You are of God, little children, and have overcome him. Because greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  
1Jo 4:5  They are of the world. Therefore of the world they speak: and the world 
heareth them.  
1Jo 4:6  We are of God. He that knoweth God heareth us. He that is not of God 
heareth us not. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
2nd John 
 
2Jo 1:3  Grace be with you, mercy and peace from God the Father and from 
Christ Jesus the Son of the Father: in truth and charity.  
2Jo 1:4  I was exceeding glad that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we 
have received a commandment from the Father.  
2Jo 1:5  And now I beseech thee, lady, not as writing a new commandment to 
thee, but that which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.  
2Jo 1:6  And this is charit y: That we walk according to his commandments. For 
this is the commandment that, as you have heard from the beginning, you 
should walk in the same:  
2Jo 1:7  For many seducers are gone out into the world who confess not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a seducer and an antichrist.  
2Jo 1:8  Look to yourselves, that you lose not the things which you have 
wrought: but that you may receive a full reward.  
2Jo 1:9  Whosoever revolteth and continueth not in the doctrine of Christ hath 
not God. He that continueth in the doctrine, the same hath both the Father and 
the Son.  
2Jo 1:10  If any man come to you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
the house nor say to him: God speed you.  
2Jo 1:11  For he that saith unto him: God speed you, communicateth with his 
wicked works.  
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End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
Book of Jude 
 
Jud 1:1  Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James: to them that are 
beloved in God the Father and preserved in Jesus Christ and called.  
Jud 1:2  Mercy unto you and peace: and charit y be fulfilled.  
Jud 1:3  Dearly beloved, taking all care to write unto you concerning your 
common salvation, I was under a necessity to write unto you: to beseech you to 
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.  
Jud 1:4  For certain men are secretly entered in (who were written of long ago 
unto this judgment), ungodly men, turning the grace of our Lord God into 
riotousness and denying the only sovereign Ruler and our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Jud 1:5  I will therefore admonish you, though ye once knew all things, that 
Jesus, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, did afterwards destroy 
them that believed not.  
Jud 1:6  And the angels who kept not their principality but forsook their own 
habitation, he hath reserved under darkness in everlasting chains, unto the 
judgment of the great day.  
Jud 1:7  As Sodom and Gomorrha and the neighbouring cities, in like manner, 
having given themselves to fornication and going after other flesh, were made an 
example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire.  
Jud 1:8  In like manner, these men also defile the flesh and despise dominion 
and blaspheme majesty.  
Jud 1:9  When Michael the archangel, disputing with the devil, contended about 
the body of Moses, he durst not bring against him the judgment of railing 
speech, but said: The Lord command thee.  
Jud 1:10  But these men blaspheme whatever things they know not : and what 
things soever they naturally know, like dumb beasts, in these they are corrupted.  
Jud 1:11  Woe unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain: and after the 
error of Balaam they have for reward poured out themselves and have perished 
in the contradiction of Core.  
Jud 1:12  These are spots in their banquets, feasting together without fear, 
feeding themselves: clouds without water, which are carried about by winds: 
trees of the autumn, unfruitful, twice dead, plucked up by the roots:  
Jud 1:13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own confusion: wandering 
stars, to whom the storm of darkness is reserved for ever.  
Jud 1:14  Now of these Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying: 
Behold, the Lord cometh with thousands of his saints:  
Jud 1:15  To execute judgment upon all and to reprove all the ungodly for all the 
works of their ungodliness, whereby they have done ungodly: and for all the 
hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against God.  
Jud 1:16  These are murmurers, full of complaints, walking according to their 
own desires: and their mouth speaketh proud things, admiring persons, for 
gain's sake.  
Jud 1:17  But you, my dearly beloved, be mindful of the words which have been 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
Jud 1:18  Who told you that in the last time there should come mockers, walking 
according to their own desires in ungodlinesses.  
Jud 1:19  These are they who separate themselves, sensual men, having not the 
Spirit.  
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Book of Jude - continued  
 
Jud 1:20  But you, my beloved, building yourselves upon your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost,  
Jud 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, unto life everlasting.  
Jud 1:22  And some indeed reprove, being judged:  
Jud 1:23  But others save, pulling them out of the fire. And on others have 
mercy, in  fear, hating also the spotted garment which is carnal.  
Jud 1:24  Now to him who is able to preserve you without sin and to present you 
spotless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, in the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ:  
Jud 1:25  To the only God our Saviour through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory 
and magnificence, empire and power, before all ages, and now, and for all ages 
of ages. Amen.  
 

End Times Verses of the Holy Bible  
Book of Revelation 
 
Rev 1:7  Behold, he (Jesus) cometh with the clouds, and every eye shall see him: 
and they also that pierced him. And all the tribes of the earth shall bewail 
themselves because of him. Even so. Amen.  
Rev 1:8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, saith the Lord God, 
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.  
 
Rev 2:9  I know thy tribulation and thy poverty: but thou art rich. And thou art 
blasphemed by them that say they are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue 
of Satan.  
Rev 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer. Behold, the devil will 
cast some of you into prison, that you may be tried: and you shall have 
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death: and I will give thee the crown of 
life.  
Rev 2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches: 
He that shall overcome shall not be hurt by the second death.  
 
Rev 2:26  And he that shall overcome and keep my words unto the end, I will give 
him power over the nations.  
Rev 2:27  And he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and as the vessel of a potter 
they shall be broken:  
 
Rev 6:1  And I saw that the Lamb had opened one of the seven seals: and I heard 
one of the four liv ing creatures, as it were the voice of thunder, saying: Come 
and see.  
Rev 6:2  And I saw: and behold a white horse, and he that sat on him had a bow, 
and there was a crown given him, and he went forth conquering that he might 
conquer.  
Rev 6:3  And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second liv ing 
creature saying: Come and see.  
Rev 6:4  And there went out another horse that was red. And to him that sat 
thereon, it was given that he should take peace from the earth: and that they 
should kill one another. And a great sword was given to him.  
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Book of Revelation - continued  
 
Rev 6:5  And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third liv ing creature 
saying: Come and see. And behold a black horse. And he that sat on him had a 
pair of scales in his hand.  
Rev 6:6  And I heard, as it were a voice in the midst of the four liv ing creatures, 
saying: Two pounds of wheat for a penny, and thrice two pounds of barley for a 
penny: and see thou hurt not the wine and the oil.  
Rev 6:7  And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
liv ing creature saying: Come and see.  
Rev 6:8  And behold a pale horse: and he that sat upon him, his name was Death. 
And hell followed him. And power was given to him over the four parts of the 
earth, to kill with sword, with famine and with death and with the beasts of the 
earth.  
Rev 6:9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held.  
Rev 6:10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying: How long, O Lord (Holy and 
True), dost thou not judge and revenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth?  
Rev 6:11  And white robes were given to every one of them one; And it was said 
to them that they should rest for a little time till their fellow servants and their 
brethren, who are to be slain even as they, should be filled up.  
Rev 6:12  And I saw, when he had opened the sixth seal: and behold there was a 
great earthquake. And the sun became black as sackcloth of hair: and the whole 
moon became as blood.  
Rev 6:13  And the stars from heaven fell upon the earth, as the fig tree casteth its 
green figs when it is shaken by a great wind.  
Rev 6:14  And the heaven departed as a book folded up. And every mountain, 
and the islands, were moved out of their places.  
Rev 6:15  And the kings of the earth and the princes and tribunes and the rich 
and the strong and every bondman and every freeman hid themselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of mountains:  
Rev 6:16  And they say to the mountains and the rocks: Fall upon us and hide us 
from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb.  
Rev 6:17  For the great day of their wrath is come. And who shall be able to 
stand?  
 
Rev 7:1  After these things, I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that they should not blow upon the 
earth nor upon the sea nor on any tree.  
Rev 7:2  And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having 
the sign of the liv ing God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to 
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,  
Rev 7:3  Saying: Hurt not the earth nor the sea nor the trees, till we sign the 
servants of our God in their foreheads.  
 
Rev 8:5  And the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar and 
cast it on the earth: and there were thunders and voices and lightnings and a 
great earthquake.  
Rev 8:6  And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves 
to sound the trumpet.  
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Book of Revelation - continued  
 
Rev 8:7  And the first angel sounded the trumpet: and there followed hail and 
fire, mingled with blood: and it was cast on the earth. And the third part of the 
earth was burnt up: and the third part of the trees was burnt up: and all green 
grass was burnt up.  
Rev 8:8  And the second angel sounded the trumpet: and, as it were, a great 
mountain, burning with fire, was cast into the sea. And the third part of the sea 
became blood.  
Rev 8:9  And the third part of those creatures died which had life in the sea: and 
the third part of the ships was destroyed.  
Rev 8:10  And the third angel sounded the trumpet: and a great star fell from 
heaven, burning as it were a torch. And it fell on the third part of the rivers and 
upon the fountains of waters:  
Rev 8:11  And the name of the star is called Wormwood. And the third part of the 
waters became wormwood. And many men died of the waters, because they 
were made bitter.  
Rev 8:12  And the fourth angel sounded the trumpet: and the third part of the sun 
was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars, so 
that the third part of them was darkened. And the day did not shine for a third 
part of it: and the night in like manner.  
Rev 8:13  And I beheld: and heard the voice of one eagle flying through the midst 
of heaven, saying with a loud voice: Woe, Woe, Woe to the inhabitants of the 
earth, by reason of the rest of the voices of the three angels, who are yet to 
sound the trumpet!  
 
Rev 9:1  And the fifth angel sounded the trumpet: and I saw a star fall from 
heaven upon the earth. And there was given to him the key of the bottomless pit.  
Rev 9:2  And he opened the bottomless pit: and the smoke of the pit arose, as 
the smoke of a great furnace. And the sun and the air were darkened with the 
smoke of the pit.  
Rev 9:3  And from the smoke of the pit there came out locusts upon the earth. 
And power was given to them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  
Rev 9:4  And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the 
earth nor any green thing nor any tree: but only the men who have not the sign 
of God on their foreheads.  
Rev 9:5  And it was given unto them that they should not kill them: but that they 
should torment them five months. And their torment was as the torment of a 
scorpion when he striketh a man.  
Rev 9:6  And in those days, men shall seek death and shall not find it. And they 
shall desire to die: and death shall fly from them.  
Rev 9:7  And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto 
battle. And on their heads were, as it were, crowns like gold: and their faces were 
as the faces of men.  
Rev 9:8  And they had hair as the hair of women: and their teeth were as lions.  
Rev 9:9  And they had breastplates as breastplates of iron: and the noise of their 
wings was as the noise of chariots and many horses running to battle.  
Rev 9:10  And they had tails like to scorpions: and there were stings in their tails. 
And their power was to hurt men, five months. And they had over them  
Rev 9:11  A king, the angel of the bottomless pit (whose name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon and in Greek Apollyon, in Latin Exterminans).  
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Book of Revelation - continued  
 
Rev 9:12  One woe is past: and behold there come yet two woes more hereafter.  
Rev 9:13  And the sixth angel sounded the trumpet: and I heard a voice from the 
four horns of the golden altar which is before the eyes of God,  
Rev 9:14  Saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet: Loose the four angels 
who are bound in the great river Euphrates.  
Rev 9:15  And the four angels were loosed, who were prepared for an hour, and a 
day, and a month, and a year: for to kill the third part of men.  
 
Rev 11:3  And I will give unto my two witnesses: and they shall prophesy, a 
thousand two hundred sixty days, c lothed in sackcloth.  
Rev 11:4  These are the two olive trees and the two candlesticks that stand 
before the Lord of the earth.  
Rev 11:5  And if any man will hurt them, fire shall come out of their mouths and 
shall devour their enemies. And if any man will hurt them, in this manner must 
he be slain.  
Rev 11:6  These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy: And they have power over waters, to turn them into blood and to 
strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.  
Rev 11:7  And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascendeth out of the abyss shall make war against them and shall overcome 
them and kill them.  
Rev 11:8  And their bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city which is called 
spiritually, Sodom and Egypt : where their Lord also was crucified.  
Rev 11:9  And they of the tribes and peoples and tongues and nations shall see 
their bodies for three days and a half : and they shall not suffer their bodies to be 
laid in sepulchres.  
Rev 11:10  And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them and make 
merry: and shall send gifts one to another, because these two prophets 
tormented them that dwelt upon the earth.  
Rev 11:11  And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from God entered into 
them. And they stood upon their feet: and great fear fell upon them that saw 
them.  
Rev 11:12  And they heard a great voice from heaven, saying to them: Come up 
hither. And they went up to heaven in a cloud: and their enemies saw them.  
Rev 11:13  And at that hour there was made a great earthquake: and the tenth 
part of the city fell. And there were slain in the earthquake, names of men, seven 
thousand: and the rest were cast into a fear and gave glory to the God of heaven.  
Rev 11:14  The second woe is past: and behold the third woe will come quickly.  
Rev 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded the trumpet: and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying: The kingdom of this world is become our Lord's and 
his Christ's, and he shall reign for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Rev 12:7  And there was a great battle in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
with the dragon, and the dragon fought, and his angels.  
Rev 12:8  And they prevailed not: neither was their place found any more in 
heaven.  
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Rev 12:9  And that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, who is called the 
devil and Satan, who seduceth the whole world. And he was cast unto the earth: 
and his angels were thrown down with him.  
Rev 12:10  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying: Now is come salvation 
and strength and the kingdom of our God and the power of his Christ: because 
the accuser of our brethren is cast forth, who accused them before our God day 
and night.  
Rev 12:11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
the testimony: and they loved not their lives unto death.  
Rev 12:12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens, and you that dwell therein. Woe to the 
earth and to the sea, because the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, knowing that he hath but a short time.  
 
Rev 13:1  (12:18) (And he stood upon the sand of the sea.) And I saw a beast 
coming up out the sea, having seven heads and ten horns: and upon his horns, 
ten diadems: and upon his heads, names of blasphemy.  
Rev 13:2  And the beast which I saw was like to a leopard: and his feet were as 
the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him 
his own strength and great power.  
Rev 13:3  And I saw one of his heads as it were slain to death: and his death's 
wound was healed. And all the earth was in admiration after the beast.  
Rev 13:4  And they adored the dragon which gave power to the beast. And they 
adored the beast, saying: Who is like to the beast? And who shall be able to fight 
with him?  
Rev 13:5  And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things and 
blasphemies: and power was given to him to do, two and forty months.  
Rev 13:6  And he opened his mouth unto blasphemies against God, to 
blaspheme his name and his tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven.  
Rev 13:7  And it was given unto him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them. And power was given him over every tribe and people and 
tongue and nation.  
Rev 13:8  And all  that dwell upon the earth adored him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb which was slain from the beginning of the 
world.  
Rev 13:9  If any man have an ear, let him hear.  
Rev 13:10  He that shall lead into captiv ity shall go into captiv ity: he that shall kill 
by the sword must be killed by the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of 
the saints.  
Rev 13:11  And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth: and he had two 
horns, like a lamb: and he spoke as a dragon.  
Rev 13:12  And he executed all the power of the former beast in his sight. And he 
caused the earth and them that dwell therein to adore the first beast, whose 
wound to death was healed.  
Rev 13:13  And he did great signs, so that he made also fire to come down from 
heaven unto the earth, in the sight of men.  
Rev 13:14  And he seduced them that dwell on the earth, for the signs which 
were given him to do in the sight of the beast: saying to them that dwell on the 
earth that they should make the image of the beast which had the wound by the 
sword and lived.  
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Rev 13:15  And it was given him to give life to the image of the beast: and that 
the image of the beast should speak: and should cause that whosoever will not 
adore the image of the beast should be slain.  
Rev 13:16  And he shall make all, both little and great, rich and poor, freemen 
and bondmen, to have a character in their right hand or on their foreheads:  
Rev 13:17  And that no man might buy or sell, but he that hath the character, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  
Rev 13:18  Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding, let him count the number 
of the beast. For it is the number of a man: and the number of him is six hundred 
sixty-s ix.  
 
Rev 14:6  And I saw another angel flying through the midst of heaven, having the 
eternal gospel, to preach unto them that sit upon the earth and over every nation 
and tribe and tongue and people:  
Rev 14:7  Saying with a loud voice: Fear the Lord and give him honour, because 
the hour of his judgment is come. And adore ye him that made heaven and earth, 
the sea and the fountains of waters.  
Rev 14:8  And another angel followed, saying: That great Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen; which made all nations to drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.  
Rev 14:9  And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice: If any man 
shall adore the beast and his image and receive his character in his forehead or 
in his hand,  
Rev 14:10  He also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mingled 
with pure wine in the cup of his wrath: and shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb.  
Rev 14:11  And the smoke of their torments, shall ascend up for ever and ever: 
neither have they rest day nor night, who have adored the beast and his image 
and whoever receiveth the character of his name.  
Rev 14:12  Here is the patience of the saints, who keep the commandments of 
God and the faith of Jesus.  
 
Rev 14:14  And I saw: and behold a white cloud and upon the cloud one sitting 
like to the Son of man, having on his head a crown of gold and in his hand a 
sharp sickle.  
Rev 14:15  And another angel came out from the temple, crying with a loud voice 
to him that sat upon the cloud: Thrust in thy sickle and reap, because the hour is 
come to reap. For the harvest of the earth is ripe.  
Rev 14:16  And he that sat on the cloud thrust his sickle into the earth: and the 
earth was reaped.  
Rev 14:17  And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
having a sharp sickle.  
Rev 14:18  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire. 
And he cried with a loud voice to him that had the sharp sickle, saying: Thrust in 
thy sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the v ineyard of the earth, because the 
grapes thereof are ripe.  
Rev 14:19  And the angel thrust in his sharp sickle into the earth and gathered 
the vineyard of the earth and cast it into the great press of the wrath of God:  
Rev 14:20  And the press was trodden without the city, and blood came out of 
the press, up to the horses' bridles, for a thousand and six hundred furlongs.  
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Rev 15:1  And I saw another sign in heaven, great and wonderful: seven angels 
having the seven last plagues. For in them is filled up the wrath of God.  
 
Rev 16:1  And I heard a great voice out of the temple, saying to the seven angels: 
Go and pour out the seven vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.  
Rev 16:2  And the first went and poured out his v ial upon the earth. And there fell 
a sore and grievous wound upon men who had the character of the beast: and 
upon them that adored the image thereof.  
Rev 16:3  And the second angel poured out his v ial upon the sea. And there 
came blood as it were of a dead man: and every liv ing soul died in the sea.  
Rev 16:4  And the third poured out his v ial upon the rivers and the fountains of 
waters. And there was made blood.  
Rev 16:5  And I heard the angel of the waters saying: Thou art just, O Lord, who 
art and who wast, the Holy One, because thou hast judged these things.  
Rev 16:6  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets: and thou hast 
given them blood to drink. For they are worthy.  
Rev 16:7  And I heard another, from the altar, saying: Yea, O Lord God Almighty, 
true and just are thy judgments.  
Rev 16:8  And the fourth angel poured out his v ial upon the sun. And it was given 
unto him to afflict men with heat and fire.  
Rev 16:9  And men were scorched with great heat: and they blasphemed the 
name of God, who hath power over these plagues. Neither did they penance to 
give him glory.  
Rev 16:10  And the fifth angel poured out his v ial upon the seat of the beast. And 
his kingdom became dark: and they gnawed their tongues for pain.  
Rev 16:11  And they blasphemed the God of heaven, because of their pains and 
wounds: and did not penance for their works.  
Rev 16:12  And the sixth angel poured out his v ial upon that great river 
Euphrates and dried up the water thereof, that a way might be prepared for the 
kings from the rising of the sun.  
Rev 16:13  And I saw from the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth of the 
beast and from the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.  
Rev 16:14  For they are the spirits of devils, working signs: and they go forth 
unto the kings of the whole earth, to gather them to battle against the great day 
of the Almighty God.  
Rev 16:15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.  
Rev 16:16  And he shall gather them together into a place which in Hebrew is 
called Armagedon.  
Rev 16:17  And the seventh angel poured out his v ial upon the air. And there 
came a great voice out of the temple from the throne, saying: It is done.  
Rev 16:18  And there were lightnings and voices and thunders: and there was a 
great earthquake, such an one as never had been since men were upon the 
earth, such an earthquake, so great.  
Rev 16:19  And the great city was div ided into three parts: and the cities of the 
Gentiles fell. And great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give her 
the cup of the wine of the indignation of his wrath.  
Rev 16:20  And every island fled away: and the mountains were not found.  
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Rev 16:21  And great hail, like a talent, came down from heaven upon men: and 
men blasphemed God, for the plague of the hail: because it was exceeding great.  
 
Rev 17:3  And he took me away in spirit into the desert. And I saw a woman 
sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns.  
Rev 17:4  And the woman was clothed round about with purple and scarlet, and 
gilt with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand, 
full of the abomination and filthiness of her fornication.  
Rev 17:5  And on her forehead a name was written: A mystery: Babylon the 
great, the mother of the fornications and the abominations of the earth.  
Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And I wondered, when I had seen her, with great 
admiration.  
Rev 17:7  And the angel said to me: Why dost thou wonder? I will tell thee the 
mystery of the woman and of the beast which carrieth her, which hath the seven 
heads and ten horns.  
Rev 17:8  The beast which thou sawest, was, and is not, and shall come up out of 
the bottomless pit and go into destruction. And the inhabitants on the earth 
(whose names are not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world) 
shall wonder, seeing the beast that was and is not.  
Rev 17:9  And here is the understanding that hath wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains, upon which the woman sitteth: and they are seven kings.  
Rev 17:10  Five are fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come: and when he is 
come, he must remain a short time.  
Rev 17:11  And the beast which was and is not: the same also is the eighth, and 
is of the seven, and goeth into destruction.  
Rev 17:12  And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, who have not yet 
received a kingdom: but shall receive power as kings, one hour after the beast.  
Rev 17:13  These have one design: and their strength and power they shall 
deliver to the beast.  
Rev 17:14  These shall fight with the Lamb. And the Lamb shall overcome them 
because he is Lord of lords and King of kings: and they that are with him are 
called and elect and faithful.  
Rev 17:15  And he said to me: The waters which thou sawest, where the harlot 
sitteth, are peoples and nations and tongues.  
Rev 17:16  And the ten horns which thou sawest in the beast: These shall hate 
the harlot and shall make her desolate and naked and shall eat her flesh and 
shall burn her with fire.  
Rev 17:17  For God hath given into their hearts to do that which pleaseth him: 
that they give their kingdom to the beast, till the words of God be fulfilled.  
Rev 17:18  And the woman which thou sawest is the great city which hath 
kingdom over the kings of the earth.  
 
Rev 18:2  And he cried out with a strong voice, saying: Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen: and is become the habitation of devils and the hold of every 
unclean spirit and the hold of every unclean and hateful bird:  

 
 
 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 244 -  

Book of Revelation - continued   
 
Rev 18:3  Because all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication: and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her; And 
the merchants of the earth have been made rich by the power of her delicacies.  
Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying: Go out from her, my 
people; that you be not partakers of her sins and that you receive not of her 
plagues. 
 
Rev 19:7  Let us be glad and rejoice and give glory to him. For the marriage of 
the Lamb is come: and his wife hath prepared herself.  
Rev 19:8  And it is granted to her that she should clothe herself with fine linen, 
glittering and white. For the fine linen are the justifications of saints.  
Rev 19:9  And he said to me: Write: Blessed are they that are called to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith to me: These words of God are true.  
 
Rev 19:11  And I saw heaven opened: and behold a white horse. And he that sat 
upon him was called faithful and true: and with justice doth he judge and fight.  
Rev 19:12  And his eyes were as a flame of fire: and on his head were many 
diadems. And he had a name written, which no man knoweth but himself.  
Rev 19:13  And he was clothed with a garment sprinkled with blood. And his 
name is called: THE WORD OF GOD.  
Rev 19:14  And the armies that are in heaven followed him on white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  
Rev 19:15  And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp two-edged sword, that with 
it he may strike the nations. And he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God the Almighty.  
Rev 19:16  And he hath on his garment and on his thigh written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS.  
 
Rev 19:19  And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, 
gathered together to make war with him that sat upon the horse and with his 
army.  
Rev 19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet who wrought 
signs before him, wherewith he seduced them who received the character of the 
beast and who adored his image. These two were cast alive into the pool of fire 
burning with brimstone.  
Rev 19:21  And the rest were slain by the sword of him that sitteth upon the 
horse, which proceedeth out of his mouth: and all the birds were filled with their 
flesh.  
 
Rev 20:1  And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.  
Rev 20:2  And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, which is the devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  
Rev 20:3  And he cast him into the bottomless pit and shut him up and set a seal 
upon him, that he should no more seduce the nations till the thousand years be 
finished. And after that, he must be loosed a little time. 
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Rev 20:9  And there came down fire from God out of heaven and devoured them: 
and the devil, who seduced them, was cast into the pool of fire and brimstone, 
where both the beast  
Rev 20:10  And the false prophet shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.  
 
Rev 20:11  And I saw a great white throne and one sitting upon it, from whose 
face the earth and heaven fled away: and there was no place found for them  
Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing in the presence of the 
throne. And the books were opened: and another book was opened, which was 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.  
Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead that were in it: and death and hell gave 
up their dead that were in them. And they were judged, every one according to 
their works.  
Rev 20:14  And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire. This is the second 
death.  
Rev 20:15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the pool of fire.  
 
Rev 21:1  I saw a new heaven and a new earth. For the first heaven and the first 
earth was gone: and the sea is now no more.  
Rev 21:2  And I, John, saw the holy cit y, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
Rev 21:3  And I heard a great voice from the throne, saying: Behold the 
tabernacle of God with men: and he will dwell with them. And they shall be his 
people: and God himself with them shall be their God. 
Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and death shall be 
no more. Nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow shall be any more, for the former 
things are passed away.  
Rev 21:5  And he that sat on the throne, said: Behold, I make all things new. And 
he said to me: Write. For these words are most faithful and true.  
Rev 21:6  And he said to me: It is done. I am Alpha and Omega: the Beginning 
and the End. To him that thirsteth, I will give of the fountain of the water of life, 
freely.  
Rev 21:7  He that shall overcome shall possess these things. And I wil l be his 
God: and he shall be my son.  
Rev 21:8  But the fearful and unbelieving and the abominable and murderers and 
whoremongers and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, they shall have their 
portion in the pool burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.  
 
Rev 21:9  And there came one of the seven angels, who had the vials full of the 
seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying: Come and I will shew thee the 
bride, the wife of the Lamb.  
Rev 21:10  And he took me up in spirit to a great and high mountain: and he 
shewed me the holy cit y Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  
Rev 21:11  Having the glory of God, and the light thereof was like to a precious 
stone, as to the jasper stone even as crystal.  
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Rev 21:22  And I saw no temple therein. For the Lord God Almighty is the temple 
thereof, and the Lamb.  
Rev 21:23  And the cit y hath no need of the sun, nor of the moon, to shine in it. 
For the glory of God hath enlightened it: and the Lamb is the lamp thereof.  
Rev 21:24  And the nations shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth 
shall bring their glory and honour into it.  
Rev 21:25  And the gates thereof shall not be shut by day: for there shall be no 
night there.  
Rev 21:26  And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.  
Rev 21:27  There shall not enter into it any thing defiled or that worketh 
abomination or maketh a lie: but they that are written in the book of life of the 
Lamb.  
 
Rev 22:1  And he shewed me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  
Rev 22:2  In the midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of the river, was 
the tree of life, bearing twelve fruits, yielding its fruits every month: the leaves of 
the tree for the healing of the nations.  
Rev 22:3  And there shall be no curse any more: but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it. And his servants shall serve him.  
Rev 22:4  And they shall see his face: and his name shall be on their foreheads.  
Rev 22:5  And night shall  be no more. And they shall not need the light of the 
lamp, nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall enlighten then. And 
they shall reign for ever and ever.  
Rev 22:6  And he said to me: These words are most faithful and true. And the 
Lord God of the spirits of the prophets sent his angel to shew his servant the 
things which must be done shortly.  
Rev 22:7  And: Behold I come quickly. Blessed is he that keepeth the words of 
the prophecy of this book.  
 
Rev 22:12  Behold, I come quickly: and my reward is with me, to render to every, 
man according to his works.  
Rev 22:13  I am Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End.  
Rev 22:14  Blessed are they that wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb: that 
they may have a right to the tree of life and may enter in by the gates into the 
city.  
 
Rev 22:20  He that giveth testimony of these things, saith: Surely, I come quickly: 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
Rev 22:21  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  

 
I hope you enjoyed reading these end times scriptures.  I suggest 

you read the following excerpt from the Catechism.  Then, go 
back and re-read all  the passages again, this time, directly from 

your own Bible. 
 

Coming Up In Part 18: What Do We Do Now? 
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ARTICLE 7 
"FROM THENCE HE WILL COME AGAIN TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD"  

I. HE WILL COME AGAIN IN GLORY  

Christ already reigns through the Church. . .  

668 "Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living."
549

 
Christ's Ascension into heaven signifies his participation, in his humanity, in God's power and 
authority. Jesus Christ is Lord: he possesses all power in heaven and on earth. He is "far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion", for the Father "has put all things under his feet."

550
 

Christ is Lord of the cosmos and of history. In him human history and indeed all creation are "set 
forth" and transcendently fulfilled.

551
  

669 As Lord, Christ is also head of the Church, which is his Body.
552

 Taken up to heaven and 
glorified after he had thus fully accomplished his mission, Christ dwells on earth in his Church. The 
redemption is the source of the authority that Christ, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, exercises over the 
Church. "The kingdom of Christ [is] already present in mystery", "on earth, the seed and the 
beginning of the kingdom".

553
  

670 Since the Ascension God's plan has entered into its fulfillment. We are already at "the last 
hour".

554
 "Already the final age of the world is with us, and the renewal of the world is irrevocably 

under way; it is even now anticipated in a certain real way, for the Church on earth is endowed 
already with a sanctity that is real but imperfect."

555
 Christ's kingdom already manifests its 

presence through the miraculous signs that attend its proclamation by the Church.
556

  

. . .until all things are subjected to him  

671 Though already present in his Church, Christ's reign is nevertheless yet to be fulfilled "with 
power and great glory" by the King's return to earth.

557
 This reign is still under attack by the evil 

powers, even though they have been defeated definitively by Christ's Passover.
557

 Until everything 
is subject to him, "until there be realized new heavens and a new earth in which justice dwells, the 
pilgrim Church, in her sacraments and institutions, which belong to this present age, carries the 
mark of this world which will pass, and she herself takes her place among the creatures which 
groan and travail yet and await the revelation of the sons of God."

559
 That is why Christians pray, 

above all in the Eucharist, to hasten Christ's return by saying to him:
560

 Marana tha! "Our Lord, 
come!"

561
  

672 Before his Ascension Christ affirmed that the hour had not yet come for the glorious 
establishment of the messianic kingdom awaited by Is rael

562
 which, according to the prophets, was 

to bring all men the definitive order of justice, love and peace.
563

 According to the Lord, the present 
time is the time of the Spirit and of witness, but also a time still marked by "distress" and the trial of 
evil which does not spare the Church

564
 and ushers in the struggles of the last days. It is a time of 

waiting and watching.
565

  

The glorious advent of Christ, the hope of Israel  

673 Since the Ascension Christ's coming in glory has been imminent,
566

 even though "it is not for 
you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority."

567
. This 

eschatological coming could be accomplished at any moment, even if both it and the final trial that 
will precede it are "delayed".

568
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674 The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at every moment of history until his recognition 
by "all Israel", for "a hardening has come upon part of Israel" in their "unbelief" toward Jesus.

569
 St. 

Peter says to the Jews of Jerusalem after Pentecost: "Repent therefore, and turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that 
he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for 
establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old."

570
 St. Paul echoes 

him: "For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean 
but life from the dead?"

571
 The "full inclusion" of the Jews in the Messiah's salvation, in the wake of 

"the full number of the Gentiles",
572

 will enable the People of God to achieve "the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ", in which "God may be all in all".

573
  

The Church's ultimate trial  

675 Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the 
faith of many believers.

574
 The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth

575
 will unveil 

the "mystery of iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to 
their problems at the price of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of 
the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his 
Messiah come in the flesh.

576
  

676 The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is 
made to realize within history that messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history 
through the eschatological judgment. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this 
falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of millenarianism,

577
 especially the "intrinsically 

perverse" political form of a secular messianism.
578

  

677 The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will 
follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection.

579
 The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic 

triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over the final 
unleashing of evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven.

580
 God's triumph over the 

revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgment after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing 
world.

581
  

* II. TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD  

678 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the judgment of 
the Last Day in his preaching.

582
 Then will the conduct of each one and the secrets of hearts be 

brought to light.
583

 Then will the culpable unbelief that counted the offer of God's grace as nothing 
be condemned.

584
 Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and 

divine love.
585

 On the Last Day Jesus will say: "Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you did it to me."

586
  

679 Christ is Lord of eternal life. Full right to pass definitive judgment on the works and hearts of 
men belongs to him as redeemer of the world. He "acquired" this right by his cross. The Father has 
given "all judgment to the Son".

587
 Yet the Son did not come to judge, but to save and to give the 

life he has in himself.
588

 By rejecting grace in this life, one already judges oneself, receives 
according to one's works, and can even condemn oneself for all eternity by rejecting the Spirit of 
love.

589
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IN BRIEF  

680 Christ the Lord already reigns through the Church, but all the things of this world are not yet 
subjected to him. The triumph of Christ's kingdom will not come about without one last assault by 
the powers of evil.  

681 On Judgment Day at the end of the world, Christ will come in glory to achieve the definitive 
triumph of good over evil which, like the wheat and the tares, have grown up together in the course 
of history.  

682 When he comes at the end of time to judge the living and the dead, the glorious Christ will 
reveal the secret disposition of hearts and will render to each man according to his works, and 
according to his acceptance or refusal of grace. 

ARTICLE 11 
"I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY"  

988 The Christian Creed - the profession of our faith in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, and in God's creative, saving, and sanctifying action - culminates in the proclamation of the 
resurrection of the dead on the last day and in li fe everlasting.  

989 We firmly believe, and hence we hope that, just as Christ is truly risen from the dead and lives 
for ever, so after death the righteous will live for ever with the risen Christ and he will raise them up 
on the last day.

534
 Our resurrection, like his own, will be the work of the Most Holy Trinity:  

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will give li fe to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit who dwells in you.

535
 

990 The term "flesh" refers to man in his state of weakness and mortality.
536

 The "resurrection of 
the flesh" (the literal formulation of the Apostles' Creed) means not only that the immortal soul will 
live on after death, but that even our "mortal body" will come to life again.

537
  

991 Belief in the resurrection of the dead has been an essential element of the Christian faith from 
its beginnings. "The confidence of Christians is the resurrection of the dead; believing this we 
live."

538
  

How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. . . . But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.

539
 

I. CHRIST'S RESURRECTION AND OURS  

The progressive revelation of the Resurrection  

992 God revealed the resurrection of the dead to his people progressively. Hope in the bodily 
resurrection of the dead established itself as a consequence intrinsic to faith in God as creator of 
the whole man, soul and body. The creator of heaven and earth is also the one who faithfully 
maintains his covenant with Abraham and his posterity. 

 



Copyright © 2006 By Doug Lawrence. All Rights Reserved. 
Catechism Of The Catholic Church Reprinted With Permission. 

- 250 -  

God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

It was in this double perspective that faith in the resurrection came to be expressed. In their trials, 
the Maccabean martyrs confessed:  

The King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for 
his laws.

540
 One cannot but choose to die at the hands of men and to cherish the hope that God 

gives of being raised again by him.
541

 

993 The Pharisees and many of the Lord's contemporaries hoped for the resurrection. Jesus 
teaches it firmly. To the Sadducees who deny it he answers, "Is not this why you are wrong, that 
you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?"

542
 Faith in the resurrection rests on faith in 

God who "is not God of the dead, but of the living."
543

  

994 But there is more. Jesus links faith in the resurrection to his own person: "I am the 
Resurrection and the life."

544
 It is Jesus himself who on the last day will raise up those who have 

believed in him, who have eaten his body and drunk his blood.
545

 Already now in this present li fe he 
gives a sign and pledge of this by restoring some of the dead to life,

546
 announcing thereby his own 

Resurrection, though it was to be of another order. He speaks of this unique event as the "sign of 
Jonah,"

547
 the sign of the temple: he announces that he will be put to death but rise thereafter on 

the third day.
548

  

995 To be a witness to Christ is to be a "witness to his Resurrection," to "[have eaten and drunk] 
with him after he rose from the dead."

549
 Encounters with the risen Christ characterize the Christian 

hope of resurrection. We shall rise like Christ, with him, and through him.  

996 From the beginning, Christian faith in the resurrection has met with incomprehension and 
opposition.

550
 "On no point does the Christian faith encounter more opposition than on the 

resurrection of the body."
551

 It is very commonly accepted that the life of the human person 
continues in a spiritual fashion after death. But how can we believe that this body, so clearly mortal, 
could rise to everlasting life?  

How do the dead rise?  

997 What is "rising"? In death, the separation of the soul from the body, the human body decays 
and the soul goes to meet God, while awaiting its reunion with its glorified body. God, in his 
almighty power, will definitively grant incorruptible life to our bodies by reuniting them with our 
souls, through the power of Jesus' Resurrection.  

998 Who will rise? All the dead will rise, "those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment."

552
  

999 How? Christ is raised with his own body: "See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself";
553

 but 
he did not return to an earthly life. So, in him, "all of them will rise again with their own bodies which 
they now bear," but Christ "will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body," into a "spiritual 
body":

554
  

But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" You 
foolish man! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body 
which is to be, but a bare kernel. . . . What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. . . . 
The dead will be raised imperishable. . . . For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal nature must put on immortality.

555
 

1000 This "how" exceeds our imagination and understanding; it is accessible only to faith. Yet our 
participation in the Eucharist already gives us a foretaste of Christ's transfiguration of our bodies:  
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Just as bread that comes from the earth, after God's blessing has been invoked upon it, is no 
longer ordinary bread, but Eucharist, formed of two things, the one earthly and the other heavenly: 
so too our bodies, which partake of the Eucharist, are no longer corruptible, but possess the hope 
of resurrection.

556
 

1001 When? Definitively "at the last day," "at the end of the world."
557

 Indeed, the resurrection of 
the dead is closely associated with Christ's Parousia:  

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

558
 

Risen with Christ  

1002 Christ will raise us up "on the last day"; but it is also true that, in a certain way, we have 
already risen with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, Christian li fe is already now on earth a 
participation in the death and Resurrection of Christ:  

And you were buried with him in Baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in 
the working of God, who raised him from the dead . . . . If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

559
 

1003 United with Christ by Baptism, believers already truly participate in the heavenly life of the 
risen Christ, but this life remains "hidden with Christ in God."

560
 The Father has already "raised us 

up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."
561

 Nourished with his 
body in the Eucharist, we already belong to the Body of Christ. When we rise on the last day we 
"also will appear with him in glory."

562
  

1004 In expectation of that day, the believer's body and soul already participate in the dignity of 
belonging to Christ. This dignity entails the demand that he should treat with respect his own body, 
but also the body of every other person, especially the suffering:  

The body [is meant] for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also 
raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? . . . . You are 
not your own; . . . . So glorify God in your body.

563
 

II. DYING IN CHRIST JESUS  

1005 To rise with Christ, we must die with Christ: we must "be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord."

564
 In that "departure" which is death the soul is separated from the body.

565
 It will be 

reunited with the body on the day of resurrection of the dead.
566

  

Death  

1006 "It is in regard to death that man's condition is most shrouded in doubt."
567

 In a sense bodily 
death is natural, but for faith it is in fact "the wages of sin."

568
 For those who die in Christ's grace it 

is a participation in the death of the Lord, so that they can also share his Resurrection.
569

  

1007 Death is the end of earthly life. Our lives are measured by time, in the course of which we 
change, grow old and, as with all living beings on earth, death seems like the normal end of li fe. 
That aspect of death lends urgency to our lives: remembering our mortality helps us realize that we 
have only a limited time in which to bring our lives to fulfillment:  
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Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, . . . before the dust returns to the earth as it 
was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

570
 

1008 Death is a consequence of sin. The Church's Magisterium, as authentic interpreter of the 
affirmations of Scripture and Tradition, teaches that death entered the world on account of man's 
sin.

571
 Even though man's nature is mortal God had destined him not to die. Death was therefore 

contrary to the plans of God the Creator and entered the world as a consequence of sin.
572

 "Bodily 
death, from which man would have been immune had he not sinned" is thus "the last enemy" of 
man left to be conquered.

573
  

1009 Death is transformed by Christ. Jesus, the Son of God, also himself suffered the death that is 
part of the human condition. Yet, despite his anguish as he faced death, he accepted it in an act of 
complete and free submission to his Father's will.

574
 The obedience of Jesus has transformed the 

curse of death into a blessing.
575

  

* The meaning of Christian death  

1010 Because of Christ, Christian death has a positive meaning: "For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain."

576
 "The saying is sure: if we have died with him, we will also live with him.

577
 What is 

essentially new about Christian death is this: through Baptism, the Christian has already "died with 
Christ" sacramentally, in order to live a new life; and if we die in Christ's grace, physical death 
completes this "dying with Christ" and so completes our incorporation into him in his redeeming act:  

It is better for me to die in (eis) Christ Jesus than to reign over the ends of the earth. Him it is I seek 
- who died for us. Him it is I desire - who rose for us. I am on the point of giving birth. . . . Let me 
receive pure light; when I shall have arrived there, then shall I be a man.

578
 

1011 In death, God calls man to himself. Therefore the Christian can experience a desire for death 
like St. Paul's: "My desire is to depart and be with Christ. "

579
 He can transform his own death into 

an act of obedience and love towards the Father, after the example of Christ:
580

  

My earthly desire has been crucified; . . . there is living water in me, water that murmurs and says 
within me: Come to the Father.

581
  

I want to see God and, in order to see him, I must die.
582

  

I am not dying; I am entering life.
583

 

1012 The Christian vision of death receives privileged expression in the liturgy of the Church:
584

  

Lord, for your faithful people life is changed, not ended. When the body of our earthly dwelling lies 
in death we gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.

585
 

1013 Death is the end of man's earthly pilgrimage, of the time of grace and mercy which God offers 
him so as to work out his earthly life in keeping with the divine plan, and to decide his ultimate 
destiny. When "the single course of our earthly life" is completed,

586
 we shall not return to other 

earthly lives: "It is appointed for men to die once."
587

 There is no "reincarnation" after death.  
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1014 The Church encourages us to prepare ourselves for the hour of our death. In the ancient 
litany of the saints, for instance, she has us pray: "From a sudden and unforeseen death, deliver 
us, O Lord";

588
 to ask the Mother of God to intercede for us "at the hour of our death" in the Hail 

Mary; and to entrust ourselves to St. Joseph, the patron of a happy death.  

Every action of yours, every thought, should be those of one who expects to die before the day is 
out. Death would have no great terrors for you if you had a quiet conscience. . . . Then why not 
keep clear of sin instead of running away from death? If you aren't fit to face death today, it's very 
unlikely you will be tomorrow. . . .

589
  

Praised are you, my Lord, for our sister bodily Death,  
from whom no living man can escape.  
Woe on those who will die in mortal sin!  
Blessed are they who will be found  
in your most holy will,  
for the second death will not harm them.

590
 

1015 "The flesh is the hinge of salvation" (Tertullian, De res. 8, 2:PL 2, 852). We believe in God 
who is creator of the flesh; we believe in the Word made flesh in order to redeem the flesh; we 
believe in the resurrection of the flesh, the fulfillment of both the creation and the redemption of the 
flesh.  

1016 By death the soul is separated from the body, but in the resurrection God will give 
incorruptible life to our body, transformed by reunion with our soul. Just as Christ is risen and lives 
for ever, so all of us will rise at the last day.  

1017 "We believe in the true resurrection of this flesh that we now possess" (Council of Lyons II: 
DS 854). We sow a corruptible body in the tomb, but he raises up an incorruptible body, a "spiritual 
body" (cf. 1 Cor 15:42-44).  

1018 As a consequence of original sin, man must suffer "bodily death, from which man would have 
been immune had he not sinned" (GS § 18).  

1019 Jesus, the Son of God, freely suffered death for us in complete and free submission to the will 
of God, his Father. By his death he has conquered death, and so opened the possibility of salvation 
to all men.  

ARTICLE 12 
"I BELIEVE IN LIFE EVERLASTING"  

1020 The Christian who unites his own death to that of Jesus views it as a step towards him and an 
entrance into everlasting li fe. When the Church for the last time speaks Christ's words of pardon 
and absolution over the dying Christian, seals him for the last time with a strengthening anointing, 
and gives him Christ in viaticum as nourishment for the journey, she speaks with gentle assurance:  

Go forth, Christian soul, from this world  
in the name of God the almighty Father,  
who created you,  
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,  
who suffered for you, 
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in the name of the Holy Spirit,  
who was poured out upon you.  
Go forth, faithful Christian!  

May you live in peace this day,  
may your home be with God in Zion,  
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God,  
with Joseph, and all the angels and saints. . . .  

May you return to [your Creator]  
who formed you from the dust of the earth.  
May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints  
come to meet you as you go forth from this life. . . . 
May you see your Redeemer face to face. 

591
 

I. THE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT  

1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine 
grace manifested in Christ.

592
 The New Testament speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of the 

final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be 
rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor 
man Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as well as other New 
Testament texts speak of a final destiny of the soul--a destiny which can be different for some and 
for others.

593
  

1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his 
death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of 
heaven-through a purification

594
 or immediately,

595
 -- or immediate and everlasting damnation.

596
  

At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love.
597

 

II. HEAVEN  

1023 Those who die in God's grace and friendship and are perfectly purified live for ever with 
Christ. They are like God for ever, for they "see him as he is," face to face:

598
  

By virtue of our apostolic authority, we define the following: According to the general disposition of 
God, the souls of all the saints . . . and other faithful who died after receiving Christ's holy Baptism 
(provided they were not in need of purification when they died, . . . or, if they then did need or will 
need some purification, when they have been purified after death, . . .) already before they take up 
their bodies again and before the general judgment - and this since the Ascension of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ into heaven - have been, are and will be in heaven, in the heavenly Kingdom 
and celestial paradise with Christ, joined to the company of the holy angels. Since the Passion and 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, these souls have seen and do see the divine essence with an 
intuitive vision, and even face to face, without the mediation of any creature.

599
 

1024 This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity - this communion of life and love with the Trinity, 
with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the blessed - is called "heaven." Heaven is the ultimate end 
and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness.  

1025 To live in heaven is "to be with Christ." The elect live "in Christ,"
600

 but they retain, or rather 
find, their true identity, their own name.

601
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For life is to be with Christ; where Christ is, there is life, there is the kingdom.
602

 

1026 By his death and Resurrection, Jesus Christ has "opened" heaven to us. The li fe of the 
blessed consists in the full and perfect possession of the fruits of the redemption accomplished by 
Christ. He makes partners in his heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and 
remained faithful to his will. Heaven is the blessed community of all who are perfectly incorporated 
into Christ.  

1027 This mystery of blessed communion with God and all who are in Christ is beyond all 
understanding and description. Scripture speaks of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast, 
wine of the kingdom, the Father's house, the heavenly Jerusalem, paradise: "no eye has seen, nor 
ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him."

603
  

1028 Because of his transcendence, God cannot be seen as he is, unless he himself opens up his 
mystery to man's immediate contemplation and gives him the capacity for it. The Church calls this 
contemplation of God in his heavenly glory "the beatific vision":  

How great will your glory and happiness be, to be allowed to see God, to be honored with sharing 
the joy of salvation and eternal light with Christ your Lord and God, . . . to delight in the joy of 
immortality in the Kingdom of heaven with the righteous and God's friends.

604
 

1029 In the glory of heaven the blessed continue joyfully to fulfill God's will in relation to other men 
and to all creation. Already they reign with Christ; with him "they shall reign for ever and ever."

605
  

III. THE FINAL PURIFICATION, OR PURGATORY  

1030 All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of 
their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven.  

1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely 
different from the punishment of the damned.

606
 The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on 

Purgatory especially at the Councils of Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by 
reference to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing fire:

607
  

As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgment, there is a purifying 
fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned 
neither in this age nor in the age to come. From this sentence we understand that certain offenses 
can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to come.

608
 

1032 This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in 
Sacred Scripture: "Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they might be 
delivered from their sin."

609
 From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead 

and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, 
they may attain the beatific vision of God.

610
 The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, 

and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead:  

Let us help and commemorate them. If Job's sons were purified by their father's sacrifice, why 
would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some consolation? Let us not hesitate to 
help those who have died and to offer our prayers for them.

611 
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IV. HELL  

1033 We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if 
we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: "He who does not love 
remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him."

612
 Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to 

meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his brethren.
613

 To die in mortal sin 
without repenting and accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated from him for ever 
by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and the 
blessed is called "hell."  

1034 Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the unquenchable fire" reserved for those who to the 
end of their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be lost.

614
 

Jesus solemnly proclaims that he "will send his angels, and they will gather . . . all evil doers, and 
throw them into the furnace of fire,"

615
 and that he will pronounce the condemnation: "Depart from 

me, you cursed, into the eternal fire!"
616

  

1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after 
death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the 
punishments of hell, "eternal fire."

617
 The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in 

whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which he 
longs.  

1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the subject of hell 
are a call to the responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom in view of his 
eternal destiny. They are at the same time an urgent call to conversion: "Enter by the narrow gate; 
for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are 
few."

618
  

Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the advice of the Lord and watch 
constantly so that, when the single course of our earthly life is completed, we may merit to enter 
with him into the marriage feast and be numbered among the blessed, and not, like the wicked and 
slothful servants, be ordered to depart into the eternal fire, into the outer darkness where "men will 
weep and gnash their teeth."

619
 

1037 God predestines no one to go to hell;
620

 for this, a willful turning away from God (a mortal sin) 
is necessary, and persistence in it until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and in the daily prayers of 
her faithful, the Church implores the mercy of God, who does not want "any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance":

621
  

Father, accept this offering from your whole family.  
Grant us your peace in this life,  save us from final damnation,  
and count us among those you have chosen.

622
 

V. THE LAST JUDGMENT  

1038 The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and the unjust,"
623

 will precede the Last 
Judgment. This will be "the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son of man's] voice 
and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of li fe, and those who have done 
evil, to the resurrection of judgment."

624 
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Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels with him. . . . Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. . . . And they will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

625
  

1039 In the presence of Christ, who is Truth itself, the truth of each man's relationship with God will 
be laid bare.

626
 The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences the good each 

person has done or failed to do during his earthly life: All that the wicked do is recorded, and they 
do not know. When "our God comes, he does not keep silence.". . . he will turn towards those at his 
left hand: . . . "I placed my poor little ones on earth for you. I as their head was seated in heaven at 
the right hand of my Father - but on earth my members were suffering, my members on earth were 
in need. If you gave anything to my members, what you gave would reach their Head. Would that 
you had known that my little ones were in need when I placed them on earth for you and appointed 
them your stewards to bring your good works into my treasury. But you have placed nothing in their 
hands; therefore you have found nothing in my presence."

627
 

1040 The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day 
and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he 
will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work 
of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways by which his 
Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice 
triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than 
death.

628
  

1041 The message of the Last Judgment calls men to conversion while God is still giving them "the 
acceptable time, . . . the day of salvation."

629
 It inspires a holy fear of God and commits them to the 

justice of the Kingdom of God. It proclaims the "blessed hope" of the Lord's return, when he will 
come "to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at in all who have believed."

630
  

*VI. THE HOPE OF THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH  

1042 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness. After the universal judgment, 
the righteous will reign for ever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. The universe itself will be 
renewed: The Church . . . will receive her perfection only in the glory of heaven, when will come the 
time of the renewal of all things. At that time, together with the human race, the universe itself, 
which is so closely related to man and which attains its destiny through him, will be perfectly re-
established in Christ.

631
 

1043 Sacred Scripture calls this mysterious renewal, which will transform humanity and the world, 
"new heavens and a new earth."

632
 It will be the definitive realization of God's plan to bring under a 

single head "all things in [Christ], things in heaven and things on earth."
633

  

1044 In this new universe, the heavenly Jerusalem, God will have his dwelling among men.
634

 "He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away."

635
  

1045 For man, this consummation will be the final realization of the unity of the human race, which 
God willed from creation and of which the pilgrim Church has been "in the nature of sacrament."

636 
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 Those who are united with Christ will form the community of the redeemed, "the holy city" of God, 
"the Bride, the wife of the Lamb."

637
 She will not be wounded any longer by sin, stains, self-love, 

that destroy or wound the earthly community.
638

 The beatific vision, in which God opens himself in 
an inexhaustible way to the elect, will be the ever-flowing well-spring of happiness, peace, and 
mutual communion.  

1046 For the cosmos, Revelation affirms the profound common destiny of the material world and 
man:  

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God . . . in hope because 
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay. . . . We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in travail together until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies.

639
 

1047 The visible universe, then, is itself destined to be transformed, "so that the world itself, 
restored to its original state, facing no further obstacles, should be at the service of the just," 
sharing their glorification in the risen Jesus Christ.

640
  

1048 "We know neither the moment of the consummation of the earth and of man, nor the way in 
which the universe will be transformed. The form of this world, distorted by sin, is passing away, 
and we are taught that God is preparing a new dwelling and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells, in which happiness will fill and surpass all the desires of peace arising in the hearts of 
men."

641
  

1049 "Far from diminishing our concern to develop this earth, the expectancy of a new earth should 
spur us on, for it is here that the body of a new human family grows, foreshadowing in some way 
the age which is to come. That is why, although we must be careful to distinguish earthly progress 
clearly from the increase of the kingdom of Christ, such progress is of vital concern to the kingdom 
of God, insofar as it can contribute to the better ordering of human society."

642
  

1050 "When we have spread on earth the fruits of our nature and our enterprise . . . according to 
the command of the Lord and in his Spirit, we will find them once again, cleansed this time from the 
stain of sin, illuminated and transfigured, when Christ presents to his Father an eternal and 
universal kingdom."

643
 God will then be "all in all" in eternal life:

644
  

True and subsistent life consists in this: the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit, pouring 
out his heavenly gifts on all things without exception. Thanks to his mercy, we too, men that we 
are, have received the inalienable promise of eternal life.

645
 

1051 Every man receives his eternal recompense in his immortal soul from the moment of his 
death in a particular judgment by Christ, the judge of the living and the dead.  

1052 "We believe that the souls of all who die in Christ's grace . . . are the People of God beyond 
death. On the day of resurrection, death will be definitively conquered, when these souls will be 
reunited with their bodies" (Paul VI, CPG § 28). 
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1053 "We believe that the multitude of those gathered around Jesus and Mary in Paradise forms 
the Church of heaven, where in eternal blessedness they see God as he is and where they are 
also, to various degrees, associated with the holy angels in the divine governance exercised by 
Christ in glory, by interceding for us and helping our weakness by their fraternal concern" (Paul VI, 
CPG § 29).  

1054 Those who die in God's grace and friendship imperfectly purified, although they are assured 
of their eternal salvation, undergo a purification after death, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of God.  

1055 By virtue of the "communion of saints," the Church commends the dead to God's mercy and 
offers her prayers, especially the holy sacrifice of the Eucharist, on their behalf.  

1056 Following the example of Christ, the Church warns the faithful of the "sad and lamentable 
reality of eternal death" (GCD 69), also called "hell."  

1057 Hell 's principal punishment consists of eternal separation from God in whom alone man can 
have the li fe and happiness for which he was created and for which he longs.  

1058 The Church prays that no one should be lost: "Lord, let me never be parted from you." If it is 
true that no one can save himself, it is also true that God "desires all men to be saved" (1 Tim 2:4), 
and that for him "all things are possible" (Mt 19:26).  

1059 "The holy Roman Church firmly believes and confesses that on the Day of Judgment all men 
will appear in their own bodies before Christ's tribunal to render an account of their own deeds" 
(Council of Lyons II [1274]:DS 859; cf. DS 1549).  

1060 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness. Then the just will reign with 
Christ for ever, glorified in body and soul, and the material universe itself will be transformed. God 
will then be "all in all" (1 Cor 15:28), in eternal life. "AMEN"  

1061 The Creed, like the last book of the Bible,
644

 ends with the Hebrew word amen. This word 
frequently concludes prayers in the New Testament. The Church likewise ends her prayers with 
"Amen."  

1062 In Hebrew, amen comes from the same root as the word "believe." This root expresses 
solidity, trustworthiness, faithfulness. And so we can understand why "Amen" may express both 
God's faithfulness towards us and our trust in him.  

1063 In the book of the prophet Isaiah, we find the expression "God of truth" (literally "God of the 
Amen"), that is, the God who is faithful to his promises: "He who blesses himself in the land shall 
bless himself by the God of truth [amen]."

645
 Our Lord often used the word "Amen," sometimes 

repeated,
646

 to emphasize the trustworthiness of his teaching, his authority founded on God's truth.  

1064 Thus the Creed's final "Amen" repeats and confirms its first words: "I believe." To believe is to 
say "Amen" to God's words, promises and commandments; to entrust oneself completely to him 
who is the "Amen" of infinite love and perfect faithfulness. The Christian's everyday life will then be 
the "Amen" to the "I believe" of our baptismal profession of faith:  
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Isaiah 14:12 - 15  How art thou fal len from heaven, O Lucifer, who didst ri se in the morning? how art 
thou fal len to the earth, that didst wound the nations? And thou saidst in thy heart: I w il l  ascend 

into heaven, I w ill  exalt my throne above the stars o f God, I w ill  sit in the mountain of the 
covenant, in the sides o f the north.  I w il l  ascend above the height of the clouds, I w il l be l ike the 

most High. Bu t yet thou shalt be brough t down to hell, into the dep th of the pit. 

 
God’s  Truth From The Catechism Of The Catholic Church – cont. 

May your Creed be for you as a mirror. Look at yourself in it, to see if you believe everything you 
say you believe. And rejoice in your faith each day.

647
 

1065 Jesus Christ himself is the "Amen."
648

 He is the definitive "Amen" of the Father's love for us. 
He takes up and completes our "Amen" to the Father: "For all the promises of God find their Yes in 
him. That is why we utter the Amen through him, to the glory of God":

649
  

Through him, with him, in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours,  
almighty Father,  
God, for ever and ever.  
AMEN. 
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What Do We Do Now? 
(Volume 1 - Part 18) - Commentary By: Doug Lawrence 

 
To maximize our human potential, live a faithful, loving, fruitful and 
peaceful life, and prepare to spend eternity with God, Cathol ics 
should, at a minimum : 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v             Receive All Applicable  Sacraments 
v             Keep  the Commandments and Precepts 
v             Regu larly Confess Serious Sins To A Priest 
v             Attend Mass On Sundays And All Holy  Days 
v             Receive Holy  Communion At Every  Mass 
v             Do Good Works (Love  One Another) 
v             Pray Often ... Pray Hard 
v             Accept Church Teachings  And Study the Bib le 
v             Watch For Signs 
v             Persist In These, Faithfu lly , ' til Death or Jesus 

 
People of other beliefs 
 

Protestants, Musl ims, Mormons, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, etc . hold d ifferent 
points of view on many issues. This  presents real problems. After much 
consideration and prayer, I could come to only one conclusion and one 
course of action for  our separated brethren  from all  the other faiths, and for 
those who profess no faith at  al l. 
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Based on the totality of Tradition, Scripture, and the constant 
teaching of the Church, from the earliest days, I can conclude 
that there is only one way to salvation. 
 

Matthew 16:17 - 19  And Jesus answering said to him: Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-Jona: because flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my Father 
who is in heaven. And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will  
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give 
to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon 
earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven. 
 
Ephesians 4:2 - 7  With al l humilit y and mildness, with patience, supporting one 
another in charity. Careful to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
One body and one Spirit: as you are called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism. One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in us all. But to every one of us is given grace, according to the measure 
of the giv ing of Christ. 
 

1Corinthians 10:15 - 17  I speak as to wise men: judge ye yourselves what I say. 
The chalice of benediction which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ? And the bread which we break, is it not the partaking of the body of 
the Lord? For we, being many, are one bread, one body: all that partake of one 
bread.  

 

This means, of course, that people of other bel iefs ought to, at a 
minimum : 

 

v Be Baptized Into The Catholic Church (If Necessary ) 
v Receive All Other Applicable  Sacraments 
v Keep the Commandments and Precepts 
v Regularly Confess Serious Sins To A Priest 
v Attend Mass On Sundays And All Holy  Days 
v Receive Holy  Communion At Every  Mass 
v Do Good Works (Love  One Another) 
v Pray Often ... Pray Hard 
v Accept Church Teachings  And Study the Bib le 
v Watch For Signs 
v Persist In All These, In Faith, ' til Death or Jesus 

 

So! It turns out that people of different " fai ths"  
do have a lot in common, after al l ! 

 

We are all  in need of Jesus, God the Son, our Redeemer 
and His one, true, Church. 
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This is commonly known as "The Narrow Way" , a concept 
personally explained to us by Jesus Christ, the only "religious 
leader"  in history who not only claimed to be God, but proved i t 
by raising Himself from the dead. 
 

Matthew 7:7 - 25  Ask, and it shall be given you: seek, and you shall  find: knock, 
and it shall be opened to you. For every one that asketh, receiveth: and he that 
seeketh, findeth: and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened. 
 
Or what man is there among you, of whom if his son shall ask bread, will he 
reach him a stone? Or if he shall ask him a fish, wi ll he reach him a serpent? If 
you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children: how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven, give good things to them that ask him? 
 
All things therefore whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do you 
also to them. For this is the law and the prophets. 
 

Enter ye in at the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there are who go 
in thereat. How narrow is the gate, and strai t is the way that 
leadeth to li fe: and few there are that find i t!  
 

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves. 
 

By their fruits you shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, and the evil tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can an 
evil tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, shall 
be cut down, and shall be cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them. 
 

Not every one that saith to me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that 
doth the will of my Father who is in heaven, he 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Many will say to me in that day: Lord, Lord, have 
not we prophesied in thy name, and cast out 
devils in thy name, and done many miracles in 
thy name? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, you that work 
iniquity. 
 

Every one therefore that heareth these my 
words, and doth them, shall be likened to a wise 
man that built his house upon a rock, And the 
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and they beat upon that house, and it fell 
not, for it was founded on a rock. 

 
 

Jesus Is Our Rock and Salvation 
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John 14:6  Jesus saith to h im: I am the way, and the truth, and the l ife. No 
man cometh to the Father, but by me. 

  

"The Narrow Way"  has never been popular, 
but it has always been true. 

It is diametrically opposed to modern ideas like: 
" I'm OK - You're OK"  

 

The "Narrow Way" means, simply: If we CHOOSE to ignore the grace 
and loving guidance God freely makes available to us t hrough His 
Son, Jesus, His Holy Catholic Church and His Word, the Bible and we 
CHOOSE to do things our own way, we shouldn't blame God IF our  
journey is fr aught with insurmountable difficulties and we end up in 
HELL!"  
 

I leave you with my best wishes for all God's Blessings in your life, along with a 
parable, a caut ion, which summarizes in just a few words, the div ine wil l of  God 
and the main point of all  the Gospels : 
 

Love (the one, true) God … 
Love Your Neighbor. 

The ONE cannot be accomplished 
without the OTHER. 

 

Luke 16:19 - 31  There was a certain rich man who 
was clothed in purple and fine linen and feasted 
sumptuously every day. And there was a certain 
beggar, named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, ful l  of 
sores, Desiring to be fi l led w ith the crumbs that fel l  
from the rich man's table. And no one did give him: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass that the beggar died and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom. And the rich man 
also died: and he was buried in hell. 
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And lifting up his eyes when he was in torments, he saw Abraham afar off and 
Lazarus in his bosom: And he cried and said: Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water to cool my 
tongue: for I am tormented in this flame. And Abraham said to him: Son, 
remember that thou didst receive good things in thy lifetime, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted and thou art tormented. 
And besides all this, between us and you, there is fixed a great chasm: so that 
they who would pass from hence to you cannot, nor from thence come hither. 
 
And he said: Then, father, I beseech thee that thou wouldst send him to my 
father's house, for I have five brethren, That he may testify unto them, lest they 
also come into this place of torments. 
 
And Abraham said to him: They have Moses and the prophets. Let them hear 
them. But he said: No, father Abraham: but if one went to them from the dead, 
they will do penance. 
  

And he said to him: If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they believe, if one rise again 

from the dead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 J esus Is the One Who Rose Again From the Dead. 

 Will You Believe Him?  


